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SWAG: The Style, Wisdom, 
Audacity, and Grace of Black Men
By Dr. Julianne Malveaux

Ha v e  y o u  e v e r 
h e a r d  W i l l i e 
B ro w n  s p e a k ? 
Before he utters 

a word, he has already made 
an  entrance .  He  does  not 
merely walk into a room; he 
arrives. Impeccably attired, 
often in the kind of Wilkes 
B a s h f o r d  e l e g a n c e  t h a t 
made  San Francisco  s ty le 
its  own political language, 
Brown speaks with his whole 
b od y.  T h ere  i s  a  s t ru t  in 
his  cadence,  a wink in his 
wisdom, and a mastery of 
timing that reminds us that 
power, when worn well, can 
be both strategic and stylish.

But Willie Brown’s style has 
never been merely sartorial. It 
is the style of a Black man who 
learned how to navigate power, 
command rooms that were not 
designed for  him, and open 
doors  through which others 
might pass. His swagger is not 
vanity. It is survival refined 
into art. It is confidence earned 
in  hos t i l e  spaces .  I t  i s  the 
audacity of a Black man who 
knew he belonged before others 
were prepared to admit it.

Yes, Willie has swag. More 
correctly, and most ebonically, 
Willie got swag. Swagger, at 
its best, is not arrogance. It is 
history, discipline, survival, 
joy, and service made visible. 
Sun-Reporter publisher Amelia 
Ash ley-Ward  has  compi led 
a  l i s t  of  twenty  Black men 
who e i ther  l ive  in  the  Bay 
Area or have Bay Area roots. 
One way or another, they all 
have SWAG, and I was both 
d e l i g h t e d  a n d  c h a l l e n g e d 
to write about them for this 
s p e c i a l  i s s u e .  D e l i g h t e d ? 
I  know some of  these  men 
personally and am proud to 
see them lifted. Challenged? 
H o w  d o e s  o n e  r e d u c e  t h e 

essence of Black manhood to a 
sentence, a paragraph, or even 
an acronym as straightforward 
a s  S WA G :  s t y l e ,  w i s d o m , 
audacity, and grace?

I remember hearing Willie 
B r o w n  s p e a k  y e a r s  a g o 
about California’s changing 
demographics. It was vintage 
Willie — funny, sharp, stylish, 
and just provocative enough. He 
told the room that we had better 
get ready for a new California, 
one where salsa might replace 
ke tchup on  the  s ide  of  our 
e g g s .  P e o p l e  l a u g h e d ,  b u t 
some shifted in their seats, too. 
That was Willie: a one-liner 
could  become a  warning;  a 
joke could become a forecast. 
He understood before many 
others  did  that  Cal i fornia’s 
future would be multiracial, 
multicultural, and politically 
t ransformed.  His  one-l iners 
were never merely jokes. They 
were political weather reports.

Rev. Dr. Frederick Douglass 
Haynes III — those of us who 
know h im ca l l  h im Freddy 
—  c a r r i e s  t h e  e n e rg y  a n d 
passion of his iconic namesake. 
Freddy Haynes gives us the 
Black pulpi t  a t  ful l  height : 
soaring rhetoric, moral clarity, 
scriptural fire, and a social-
j u s t i c e  s p i n e .  A l o n g t i m e 
friend, Rev. Haynes reminds 
me that preaching is not merely 
performance, but power; not 
s i m p l y  i n s p i r a t i o n ,  b u t  a 
summons. His language is both 
balm and blade, comforting the 
wounded while cutting through 
hypocrisy.  He stands in the 
prophetic tradition that insists 
faith must speak in public, love 
must confront injustice, and the 
Word must be made flesh in the 
streets. Now, as the Democratic 
n o m i n e e  f o r  Te x a s ’s  3 0 t h 
Congressional District, he is 
poised to carry that prophetic 
voice into Congress.

Shamann Walton’s public life 

carries the arc of transformation: 
from juvenile hall to City Hall, 
from school board leadership 
to District 10 representation, 
from neighborhood advocacy 
to the presidency of the Board 
of  Supervisors .  As the f i rs t 
Black man elected to lead that 
body, and as a force behind San 
Francisco’s reparations process, 
Walton reminds us that Black 
male leadership is also about 
repair — repairing systems, 
repair ing communit ies ,  and 
i n s i s t i ng  t ha t  t he  c i t y  t e l l 
the truth about its past. At a 
Black to San Francisco event a 
couple of years ago, I watched 
h i m  i n t e r a c t  w i t h  H B C U 
students who participated in 
the program. A Morris Brown 
graduate, he understands how 
under-resourced HBCUs are 
and how transformative the 
Black to SF program was for our 
young people. He was present, 
attentive, and easy with them. 
That, too, is leadership: not just 
policy, but presence.

While all of these men have 
passion for our young people, 
D r.  J o s e p h  M a r s h a l l  m a d e 
that passion an institution. He 

founded the Omega Boys Club, 
now Alive & Free, and turned 
grief over young lives lost into 
a  San Francisco  ins t i tu t ion 
r o o t e d  i n  i n t e r v e n t i o n , 
p reven t ion ,  d i sc ip l ine ,  and 
love.  Joe Marshall  gives us 
g r a c e  a s  i n t e r v e n t i o n :  t h e 
grace of refusing to give up on 
young people whom society has 
already written off.

Dr. Toye Moses offers another 
k i n d  o f  g r a c e :  t h e  s t e a d y, 
pat ient  work of  communi ty 
connec t ion .  He  reminds  us 
tha t  Black  male  leadersh ip 
i s  n o t  a l w a y s  p e r f o r m e d 
from a podium or spotlight. 
Sometimes it is built through 
family,  fa i th ,  re la t ionships , 
out reach,  and the  everyday 
architecture of community. The 
work of connecting people to 
opportunity, resources, and one 
another rarely gets the applause 
it deserves, but cities cannot 
hold together without it.

I t  t a k e s  g r a c e  t o  b e  a 
pub l i c  se rvan t ,  and  i t  a l so 
t akes  audac i ty.  One  o f  my 
favorite Martin Luther King 

DR. JULIANNE MALVEAUX

Continued on page  10
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Conceptual rendering of Candlestick development – for illustrative purposes only.

June 2026

FivePoint is pleased to join the Sun Reporter in its celebration of Kofi Bonner 
and the other men being recognized this Father’s Day season. 

You all have dedicated your careers to making the Bay Area better for 
residents and visitors alike. 

As the Candlestick development moves forward, are proud to be delivering on 
a project that will contribute homes, parks, commercial space, and other 

amenities.

We are honored to be part of the next chapter for the Bayview Hunters Point, 
San Francisco, and the Bay Area. 

Rendering provided by Perkins & Will 
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J r.  s t a t emen t s  comes  f rom 
his 1964 Nobel Peace Prize 
acceptance speech, when he 
said, “I have the audacity to 
believe.” Audacity. The nerve. 
The temerity to think beyond 
constraints. To take the road 
less traveled. Or to take a road 
well traveled and improve it for 
those who come behind you.

B o b  D e m m o n s ,  t h e  f i r s t 
A f r i c a n  A m e r i c a n  t o  l e a d 
t h e  S a n  F r a n c i s c o  F i r e 
D e p a r t m e n t ,  c e r t a i n l y  h a s 
audacity, resilience, and grace. 
He transformed the culture of 
the department ,  and he had 
the pure audacity to fight the 
powers that be and, with his 
able at torney Eva Jefferson 
Paterson, implement significant 
changes in the way a once-rigid 
institution operated. And to see 

Bob Demmons smile is to feel 
as if blessings have rained on 
you. With all the challenges he 
faced, he radiated joy.

Claude  Everhar t  and  I  go 
back to Lowell High School, 
and I  have watched his l ife 
trace an arc of commitment to 
San Francisco and its Black 
community. Claude represents 
the  t rad i t ion  of  Black  men 
who moved from movement 
work into civic service without 
losing their allegiance to the 
people. His leadership reminds 
us that access to power is not 
the same as purpose. Purpose is 
using whatever access one has 
to widen the circle for others. 
If there is background music 
to  Claude’s  work ,  i t  might 
be Sade’s “Smooth Operator” 
— not because the work was 
easy, but because he has often 
moved with steadiness, style, 
and quiet effectiveness.

Danny Glover is one of San 
Francisco’s  proudest  gi f ts  to 

the world, an artist who never 
mistook applause for purpose. 
In him, we see an heir to Paul 
Robeson: a performer whose art 
is inseparable from conscience. 
Danny has  used  fame not  as 
refuge from struggle, but as a 
platform for justice. His career 
reminds us that Black artistry can 
entertain,  i l luminate,  disturb, 
o rganize ,  and  hea l .  Working 
people  s ing his  pra ises  f rom 
C u b a  t o  Ve n e z u e l a  t o  H a i t i 
and beyond, places where his 
presence and his  words have 
made a global difference.

And if San Francisco is going 
to  l i f t  B lack  men ,  we  ought 
a lso  to  hear  the  music .  John 
Handy, the brilliant saxophonist 
a n d  c o m p o s e r ,  r e m i n d s  u s 
t h a t  B l a c k  m a l e  g e n i u s  h a s 
a  sound  — improv i sa t iona l , 
d i s c i p l i n e d ,  d a r i n g ,  r o o t e d , 
and  f ree .  His  music  be longs 
in  th is  conversa t ion  because 
culture is not decoration. Culture 
i s  h o w  a  p e o p l e  r e m e m b e r 

themselves, steady themselves, 
and imagine what comes next.

To praise Black men is  not 
to pretend that Black men are 
perfect. No human being is. It 
is to refuse a culture that too 
often discusses Black men only 
in the language of  defici t  — 
incarceration, absence, violence, 
unemployment, threat. Praise is 
not denial. Praise is correction. 
P r a i s e  i s  b a l a n c e .  P r a i s e  i s 
love with evidence.

The men lifted in this issue 
are different in age, vocation, 
temperament, and style. Some 
lead from the pulpit, some from 
City Hall, some from classrooms, 
c o u r t r o o m s ,  c o m m u n i t y 
organizations, stages, screens, 
f irehouses,  and streets.  Some 
lead with a sermon, some with a 
saxophone, some with a lawsuit, 
some with a policy proposal , 
some with a basketball,  some 
with a well-timed word, some 
w i t h  a  s t e a d y  h a n d  o n  t h e 
shoulder of a young person who 

needs to know that he matters.

That is why SWAG matters. 
S t y l e  w i t h o u t  w i s d o m  i s 
c o s t u m e .  Wi s d o m  w i t h o u t 
audacity can become caution. 
Audac i t y  w i thou t  g r ace  can 
become ego. Grace without style 
may be overlooked. But together 
—  s t y l e ,  w i s d o m ,  a u d a c i t y, 
and  grace  — these  qua l i t i e s 
help  explain  why Black men 
have continued to stand, build, 
teach, preach, govern, organize, 
perform, protect, and love in a 
country that has too often tried 
to diminish them.

Swagger, at its best, is not 
arrogance. It is history carried 
upright. It is discipline with 
rhythm, survival refined into 
art, joy refusing erasure, and 
s e r v i c e  m a d e  v i s i b l e .  T h e 
Black men lifted in this issue 
have given us style, wisdom, 
audacity, and grace. They have 
given us SWAG. And in giving 
it, they have given us reason to 
stand a little taller ourselves.

SWAG
Continued from page 2
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when service ends. Xfinity Internet is powered by fiber and connected to premises by coaxial cable. Most reliable WiFi claim based on Opensignal Awards USA: FBBE, 5/25; 
XB6+. © 2026 Comcast.  All rights reserved. NPA401528-0037

Same-day WiFi. 
Instant online 

magic.

Switch to Xfinity and get the most reliable, 
fiber-powered WiFi same day. 

One internet price. 
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Guaranteed.

Keep your 
network name 
and password.

Devices connect 
instantly.  

No setup stress.
Online in 
minutes.

1-800-xfinity xfinity.com/
samedaywifi Visit a store today 
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TO ALL THE FATHERS,
GRANDFATHERS, MENTORS,
AND FATHER FIGURES IN OUR
COMMUNITY—THANK YOU.

www.ycdjobs.org

@ycd_jobs

@ycdjobs1973

2026

This Father's Day, we proudly honor our founder, Claude T.
Everhart—a devoted husband of more than 51 years, proud
father, lifelong community advocate, and champion for youth.

As YCD’s first Executive Director, Claude helped shape the
organization’s vision of creating opportunities for young
people and families in Bayview–Hunters Point. His decades of
public service included serving as Executive Deputy Mayor
under Mayor Art Agnos, helping lead San Francisco’s recovery
after the 1989 Loma Prieta earthquake, and advancing
programs that supported unhoused residents, youth, and
working families.

Today, Claude's legacy lives on through YCD and the
countless lives he has touched through more than five
decades of service. Happy Father's Day, and thank you,
Claude, for your enduring leadership and commitment to our
community.

Join us for YCD's annual
We Run Bayview 5K!

ycdjobs.org/werunbayview

TOTOT ALL THHTHT EEHEHHEH FAFAF THTHT EHEH
GRAARAR NNDDNDNNDN FFAFAF THTHT EHEH RERE SRSR ,S,S M

hh.
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Today, Claude's legacy lives on through YCD and the
countless lives he has touched through more than five
decades of service. Happy Father's Day, and thank you,
Claude, for your enduring leadership and commitment to our
community.
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Building What Matters
Beyond delivering world-class infrastructure, Clark is dedicated to 
serving as a catalyst for good by fostering economic growth,  
workforce development, and urban resiliency. 

We remain inspired to strengthen these commitments and continue 
building what matters – in ways that matter – for our clients, our  
people, and our communities in the years ahead.
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Congratulations to These
legendary service leaders

From Youth 1st
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Happy 
Father’s 

Day! Day! 

PAID FOR BY CONNIE CHAN FOR CONGRESS F O R  C O N G R E S S 國會議員

connie
CHAN

Congratulations to all the Honorees who stand up, 
lead, and serve our community. We appreciate your 
hard work and dedication and we join you in the 

fight for a better tomorrow. 

In solidarity, 
Connie, Ed and Edo
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