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The Dross of
Unrighteousness

Lesson Text: “Ezekiel 22:17-31
Related Scriptures: Isaiah 1:21-
26: 59:14-20; Malachi 3:3-5:
Matthew 25:31-46; Zephaniah
3:1-8.

Place: Babylon

Time: between 571 and 593
B.C.

Golden Text: “As silver is
melted in the midst of the
furnace so shall ye be melted

in the midst thereof; and ye
shall know that I the Lord have
poured out my fury upon you”
(Ezekiel 22:22)

The cause of judgment and
who would Judge the sins of
Jerusalem fell on the prophet
Ezekiel. In Ezekiel 22:1-5, God
asked Ezekiel a question? Will
you judge her? Will you judge
this city of bloodshed? This is
similar to the questions God
asked him at the beginning
of this section on Jerusalem’s
sin (see Ezekiel 20:4). If Eze-
kiel was to function as a pros-
ecuting attorney or judge, he

had to declare the facts of the

case. He needed to confront
Jerusalem with all her detest-
able practices. Then God gave
Ezekiel two charges to pres-
ent against the city: shedding
blood and making idols. Eze-
kiel mentioned blood or blood-
shed seven times in this mes-
sage to drive home the city’s
sin of extreme violence. These
two sins opposed the Mosaic
Law's standards for Israel’s
relationships with God and
her fellow Israelites (see Mat-
thew 22:34-40). Rather than
loving God she had turned to
idolatry; and her love for her
fellow Israelites had been re-
placed by treachery. Remem-
ber Saints, our God is a jeal-
ous God. Never place second.
Afterall, Jerusalem’s sin would
be punished—the end of her
years had come. When she
fell, her neighbors would mock
her. The pride of this infamous
city would turn to shame as
she would be exposed in her
sin before others. Ezekiel’'s
second message stressed
that Jerusalem would be-
come a furnace of affliction—a
smelting furnace of judgment

that would melt those who
remained in it. Israel had be-
come worthless to God, for
she was dross to Him—Ilike
the scum of copper, tin, iron,
and lead left inside a furnace.
When metals are heated in
furnaces, the residue left af-
ter the pure metal is poured is
the dross. To God, Israel was
like dross—worthless because
of her sin. (Ezekiel 22-17-19,
The Bible Knowledge Com-
mentary). In Ezekiel 22:23-
29, “The people came under
specific indictment in groups
for this catastrophe, beginning
with the prophets who con-
spired to seize wealth from the
general population by seeing
false visions and lying divina-
tions (22:25, 28). The priests
failed to teach God’s law and
profaned His holy things, clos-
ing their eyes to even the Sab-
baths (22:26). They were the
blind
the blind. The officials, mean-

(intentionally) leading
while, were nothing but greedy
officials, destroying lives in
order to make profit dishon-
estly (22:27). Even the people
of the land were corrupt and

deserved judgment (22:29).
Here we get a picture of a so-
ciety in complete chaos and
breakdown. Every sphere of
authority in God’s kingdom
program—from the religious
leaders, to the civil govern-
ment, and even the fam-
ily unit—was failing in its re-
sponsibility to carry out God’s
kingdom agenda. (Ezekell
22:23-29, The Tony Evans
Commentary). Not one per-
son, not one could be found
to stand in the gap on God’s
behalf and stop His hand of
judgment from falling on ev-
eryone (22:30). This is the
principle of representation that
allows God to hold back his
judgment if He has sufficient
intermediaries whose righ-
teousness can be credited to
the benefit of the unrighteous.
When such

are absent and the people

representatives

do not repent, then judgment
falls (see Genesis 18:22—
33; 1 Corinthians 7:13-14).
If we were to sum up this en-
tire second message of the
prophet Ezkiel, we can best
say it as such: The corruption

within Jerusalem made its
judgment inevitable. Several
specific sins are mentioned
here, including idolatry, mis-
use of power, lack of respect
for parents, neglect of widows
and orphans, desecration of
the Sabbath, incest, bribery,
and usury. Violence filled the
city. Throughout the chap-
ter reference is made to the
shed blood of the innocent.
The princes and civil officials
took the lead in this regard by
oppressing the poor and help-
less. Even the religious lead-
ers were corrupt. The priests
failed to instruct the people
in the law and made no dis-
tinction between the holy and
profane. The false prophets
proclaimed lies in the name
of the Lord. When the Lord
looked for a man to stand “in
the gap” and intercede for
the nation, no one was found.
Consequently, He would pu-
rify the city by judgment and
scatter the people among
the nations. (Ezekeil 22:17-
31,
Commentary).

The Holman Christian
Be Blessed
Brothers!!!

Sisters and

Little Zion
Baptist Church

1245 Divisadero Street
San Francisco, CA

Sunday School
Morning Worship
Evening Worship

Ascension
Baptist Church

1311 Quesada ave.
San Francisco, CA.
94124
(415) 822-9488

Rev. Anthony
Anderson

Morning Worship
am
Bible Study
Tuesday 6:30 PM
Church School
Wednesday 7: pm
Communion every 1st Sunday

El Bethel
Missionary
Baptist Church

Rev. Keva L. McNEeill,
Pastor

1320 Golden Gate
San Francisco, CA.
921-4850, 921-0878

Church School
Children's Church
Morning Worship
am
Bible Study 1-2pm & 6:30-
7:30pm
Prayer meeting
Wednesday 12:00 Noon

9:am
10:am
10:45

Shekinah
Christian
Fellowship

790 Tennessee St.
San Francisco, CA.
94107
(415) 646-0747

Ella Henderson, Bishop
& Founder of SCF

Tyrone and Demetra Hillman
Pastor
Sunday School - 9:am
Morning worship - 10:15 am
Radio: Sunday 9:30 am KDYA
TV: Tuesday and Friday 8:30am
KTLN Total Living Network

T HE

St Peter's
Missionary
Baptist Church

1601 Newcomb Avenue
San Francisco, CA.
94124

Rev. Dr. J.P. Alexander

Church School
Morning Worship
Tuesday Usher meeting 7:pm
Wednesday Bible Study 7: pm
Tuesday Choir Rehearsal
7. pm

Prayer and Teacher meeting

Wednesday 7:30PM

9:30am
11:gm

Ebenezer
Baptist Church

275 Divisadero Street
San Francisco, CA.

Sunday School
fMorning Worship
Evening Worship

—

REPORTER

Neighborhood
Baptist Church

608 Hayes Street
San Francisco, CA

Rev. Lane Hawkins

Sunday School 9:30
am

Morning Worship
Evening Worship

Bible Class Monday

11:gm
6: pm
5. pm

Mount Calvary Baptist Church

4000 Middlefield Rd.
(Cubberly Community
CTR)

Palo Alto, CA. 94306
(650) 569-6944

Rev Roy Northington
Pastor

Sunday School - 10:am
Morning worship - 11:00 am
Wednesday
Bible Discussion 7. pm
Come and Listen to Rev. Roy
Northington, a gifted speaker,
as he delivers the most pow-
erful and timely message of
our day and age. Prepare to
be changed. Expect to be
changed

Cornerstone
Missionary
Baptist Church

6190 3rd Street
San Francisco, CA.
94124
Phone: (415) 822-4071
Fax: (415) 822-0156

Rev. Kenneth R. Reece
Pastor

Sunday School 9:00 am
fMorning Worship 10:25: gm
Communion Every 1st Sunday
Baptism Every 2nd Sunday
Prayer Meeting/Bible Study
6:30-8:30 pm Wednesday
Abundant Life Recovery Ministry
6:30 pm Mondays

Evergreen
Baptist Church

6270 3rd Street
San Francisco, CA.

Rev. Jackey Wilson
Pastor

Sunday School 9:15
am
Morning Worship

am

10:40:

Wendesday
Teacher's Meeting
Sr. Mission
Children's Bible Study
Bible Study
Safurday
Food Pantry

6:pm
5. pm
5 pm
6:45 pm

10-11am

Living Word
Church of God In Christ

12 Westlake Ave
Daly City CA. 94014

Rev. Derrick Lomax
Pastor

10:00: am
11:30 am
8:00 pm
8:00 pm

Sunday School -
Morning worship -
Wed Bible Class
Friday Prayer Service




Antonio Ray Harvey | California
Black Media

oth houses of
the California
Legislature
voted last

week to pass two separate
resolutions condemning
President Donald Trump’s
social media post depicting
the Obamas as apes.

Authored by members of the
California Legislative Black
Caucus (CLBC), theresolutions
passed respectively in the
California State Assembly and
Senate on Feb. 9.

Assembly House Resolution
(HR 84), introduced by
Assemblymember Isaac
Bryan (D-Ladera Heights),
vice chair of CLBC, passed
with unanimous support, 62-
0. Senate Resolution (SR)
77, presented by the chair of
the CLBC, Sen. Akilah Weber
Pierson (D-San Diego), was

also approved with a 28-0 vote.

“Today, I rise on behalf of
the Black Legislative Caucus
to condemn the racist and
dehumanizing video displayed
by President Donald Trump
against President Barack
Obama and Mrs. Michelle
Obama,” Weber Pierson said
on the Senate floor.

“This imagery has no place

in our country, no place in our
democracy, and absolutely
no place coming from the
President of the United
States,” she continued.

Lawmakers in both chambers
stressed that the post came
the

observance of Black History

during centennial
Month -- a time intended to
celebrate the achievements
and enduring contributions
of Black Americans, not to
circulate imagery that demeans

or dehumanizes them.

Senators Lola Smallwood-
Cuevas (D-Los Angeles)
and Laura Richardson
(D-Inglewood), both members
of the CLBC co-authored the
resolution, which calls for
an official and unequivocal
apology to the Obamas.

HR 84 was co-introduced by
a long list of CLBC coauthors,
including Assemblymembers
Mia Bonta (D-Alameda), Sade
Elhawary (D-Los Angeles),
Mike Gipson (D-Carson),
Corey Jackson (D-Moreno
Valley), Tina McKinnor
(D-Inglewood), Rhodesia
Ransom (D-Stockton), LaShae
Sharp-Collins (D-La Mesa),
and Wilson (D-Suisun City).

“To the Black children
who saw Trump refer to the
Obamas as apes, know that

you are not bound by the
bigoted imagination of a
racist. You are beautiful and
boundless,” Bryan posted on
his Instagram account.

Of the 15 Assembly
Republicans present, nine
voted in favor of HR 84,
while six declined to vote.
Republican Minority leader
Heath Flora (Ripon); Leticia
Castillo (Corona); Laurie
Davies (Laguna Nigel);
Jeff Gonzalez (Indio); Josh
Hoover (Folsom); Natasha
Johnson (Lake Elsinore);
Tri Ta (Westminster); Juan
Alanis (Modesto);and Greg
Wallis (Rancho Mirage) voted
in favor of HR 84.

Assemblymember David
Tangipa (R-Clovis) told his
colleagues that Trump was
wrong for the posting and
“the President knows he was
wrong.” After saying his
statement on the subject,
Assemblymember McKinnor
hugged Tangipa before he
exited the floor.

Tangipa was one of the six
Republicans in the Assembly
who abstained from voting,
but he said he wanted to
“make sure my words go on

record in this building.”

“I know that it was wrong,

and I stand in solidarity with

SUN-REPORTER, THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 26, 2026 ® PAGE 7

CALIF. LEGISLATURE PASSES TWO
RESOLUTIONS CONDEMNING RACIST
WHITE HOUSE SOCIAL MEDIA POST

you because you deserve that
respect,” Tangipa said to his
colleagues across the aisle.
“We understand right now
that we need people to work
together in this time, or we’re

at each other’s throats.”

In the upper house, two
Republicans voted in
favor of the resolution.
Sens Roger Niecllo
(R-Roseville) and Sen. Marie

Alvarado-Gil (R-Jackson).

Senate President pro
Tempore Monique Limén
(D-Santa Barbara) supported
and presided over the
passage of SR 77.

She said the video continues
“centuries of racist pain."
Senate Minority Leader Brian
Jones (R-Santee) sided with
Limoén, saying the post was
“offensive and unacceptable,”
but he abstained from voting.

While the White House
initially defended the clip as
a “meme” before deleting it
12 hours later, Trump later
stated he would not apologize
because he “didn't make a
mistake.” The posting was
attributed to a staffer who has
yet to be identified.

During a news conference
at the CalVet on Feb. 8, Gov.
Newsom told California
Black Media (CBM) that a

universal condemnation of
the posting by the public
is warranted, regardless of

anyone’s political leanings.

“It’s disgraceful. It's racist.
It's abhorrent,” Newsom said.
“The President of the United
States sending out a racist
trope should disgust every
human being in this room.
Everyone. I don't care if you
watched Kid Rock this [Super
Bowl] weekend or Bad Bunny.”

“In any other circumstance,
that person would be fired, the
board of directors would ask
for him to be fired, he would
be shamed and humiliated,
and he would have apologized.
He did none of the above,”
Newsom said, arguing that the
public discourse moved on too

quickly from the uproar.

HR 84 garnered the
support of several legislative
caucuses, including the
LGBTQ, Latino,
American Pacific Islander
(AAPI), Jewish, Native

American, and Women’s.

Asian

Assemblymembers Jesse
Gabriel (D-Encino); James
Ramos (D-Highland); Chris
Ward (D-San Diego); and
Pilar Schiavo (D-Chatsworth)
were among the speakers.
Assemblymember Liz Ortega
(D-San Leandro), the Vice

Chair of the Legislative
Latino Caucus, spoke in
support, noting that the post
was consistent with a “long

pattern of racist remarks.”

Ramos stated that it was
time for those with a “moral
compass” to stand united
against “blatant racism” and
division. The first California
Native American elected to the
state legislature emphasized
that Trump’s actions represent
history repeating itself.

added that the
state has worked diligently

Ramos

to “acknowledge the past”
and “right the wrongs,” but
the posting of the video
undermines those efforts.

Gonzalez supported and
voted in favor of HR 84.
He also quoted religious
passages in the spirit of civil
rights icon Dr. Martin Luther
King Jr., as he lauded the
progressive dynamics of
California politics.

and in the chamber that
represents the diverse
tapestry of the Golden State.
A state that has always been a
laboratory for the American
experiment,” Gonzalez said.
“Racism is a ghost that
haunts our history, but it
does not have to be the
architect of our future.”
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CLASSIFIED ADS (415-671-1000)

ADOPTIONS
PREGNANT? CONSIDER-
ING ADOPTION? Call us
first. Living expenses, hous-
ing, medical, and continued
support afterwards. Choose
adoptive

family of your

choice. Call 24/7. 1-877-
879-4709 (Cal-SCAN)
ANNOUNCEMENTS
Place these house ads spo-
radically  throughout your
classified sections to promote

the network - Thank you!

DID YOU KNOW 7 IN
10 Americans or 158
million U.S. Adults
read content from
newspaper media
each week? Discover
the Power of News-

paper
Advertising. For a free
916-288-

brochure call

6011 or email cecelia@

cnpa.com (Cal-SCAN)
DID YOU KNOW 144 mil-
lion U.S. Adults read a
Newspaper print copy each
week? Discover the Power
of  Newspaper Advertis-
ing. For a free brochure call

916-288-6011 or email cece-

lia@cnpa.com (Cal-SCAN)
EVERY BUSINESS has a
story to telll Get your mes-
sage out with California’s
PRMedia Release - the
only Press Release Service
operated by the press to
get press! For more info con-
tact Cecelia @ 916-288-6011
or http://prmediarelease.

com/california  (Cal-SCAN)

AUTOS WANTED

DONATE YOUR CAR,
TRUCK OR BOAT TO HERI-
TAGE FOR THE BLIND.
FREE 3 Day Vacation, Tax
Deductible, Free Towing, All
Paperwork Taken Care of. Call
800-731-5042  (Cal-SCAN)
Got an older car, boat or RV?
Do the humane thing. Donate

it to the Humane Society. Call

1- 800-743-1482 (Cal-SCAN)

GET CASH FOR
CARS/TRUCKS!!! All
Makes/Models 2000-
2016! Top $$$ Paid!
Any Condition! Used
or wrecked. Running
or Not. Free Towing!

Call For

Offer: 1- 888-417-

9150. (Cal-SCAN)
AUTOS WANTED/LUXURY
KILL AD - DO NOT

RUN
WANTED! Old  Porsche
356/911/912 for restoration
by hobbyist 1948-1973 Only.
Any condition, top $ paid
707 965-9546 (Cal-SCAN)

CABLE/SATELLITE

TV

Switch to DIRECTV. Lock
in 2-Year Price Guarantee
($50/month) w/AT&T Wire-
145 Channels

less. Over

PLUS Popular Movie Net-

works for Three Months,
No Cost! Call 1- 800-
385-9017 (Cal-SCAN)
DISH TV - BEST DEAL

EVER! Only $39.99/mo. Plus
$14.99/mo. Internet (where
avail.) FREE Streaming.
FREE Install (up to 6 rooms.)

FREE HD-DVR. Call 1-

800-357-0810  (Cal-SCAN)
FINANCIAL SERVICES
SOCIAL SECURITY

DISABILITY BEN-
EFITS. Unable to
work? Denied ben-
efits? We Can Help!
WIN or Pay Nothing!
Contact Bill Gordon

& Associates at
1-800-
966-1904 to start your ap-
plication today! (Cal-SCAN)
HEALTH/FITNESS

ELIMINATE CELLU-

LITE and Inches in

weeks! All natural.
Odor free. Works for
men or women. Free
month supply on se-
lect packages. Order

now! 844-703-

9774. (Cal-SCAN)
HEALTH/MEDICAL
NEW AD -
OXYGEN - Anytime. Any-
where. No tanks to refill.

No deliveries. The All-New

Inogen One G4 is only 2.8

pounds! FAA approved!
FREE info kit: 844-359-
3976. (Cal-SCAN)

VIAGRA and CIALIS US-
ERS! Cut your drug costs!
SAVE $$! 50 Pills for $99.00.
FREE  Shipping! 100%
Guaranteed and Discreet.
CALL 1-800-624-9105 (Cal-
S C A N )
Stop OVERPAYING  for

your prescriptions! SAVE!

Call our licensed Cana-

dian and International phar-
macy, compare prices and
get $25.00 OFF your first
CALL

prescription! 1-800-

273-0209 Promo  Code

CDC201625. (Cal-SCAN)

Got Knee Pain? Back
Pain? Shoulder Pain? Get
a pain-relieving brace -little
or NO cost to you. Medi-
care Patients Call Health
Hotline Now! 1- 800-796-

5091 (Cal-SCAN)

HELP WANTED
Sales RepresentativCali-

fornia Trade Association

located in Sacramento
is seeking someone with

strong knowledge for Ad-

vertising, print, digital and
social media solutions,
great with detail, an amaz-

ing attitude, and a passion
for selling content and in-
tegrated partnerships. 3-5
years experience a plus.
We offer a

competitive

base salary, commission

and bonus plan, along with
benefit

great package.

Email Resume and Sal-
ary History to jobs@cnpa.
EOE

com. (Cal-SCAN)

HOME SECURITY
Protect your home with
fully  customizable secu-

rity and 24/7 monitoring
right from your smartphone.
Receive up to $1500 in
equipment, free (restrictions
Call

apply). 1-800-

918-4119 (Cal-SCAN)

INSURANCE/HEALTH
Lowest Prices on Health
& Dental Insurance. We
have the best rates from
Call

top companies! Now!

888-989-4807. (Cal-SCAN)

LAND FOR SALE/

ouT OF STATNEW
AD - WEEK OF 01/15
NORTHERN AZ WIL-
DERNESS RANCH
$236 MONTH - Quiet
& secluded 37 acre
off the grid self-suffi-
ciency ranch bor-
dering 640 wooded
acres of State Trust
lands at cool clear 6,200
elevation. Minutes from his-
toric pioneer town & fish-
ing lake. True wilderness
with free roaming wildlife,
no urban noise & dark

sky nights. Blend of ever-

green woodlands & grassy

meadows  with  sweeping

views across  surround-
ing uninhabited wilderness
and

mountains valleys.

Abundant groundwater,
rich loam garden soil &
maintained road access.
Camping and RV use ok.
$27,500, $2,750 dn. with no
qualifying seller financing.
FREE BROCHURE with
additional property descrip-
tions,

prices, photos, topo

map, weather chart, area

info. 1st United Realty
800.966.6690. (Cal-SCAN)

LEGAL SERVICES

Xarelto users have you had
complications due to inter-
nal bleeding (after Janu-
ary 2012)? If so, you MAY

be due financial compen-

sation. If you don't have
an attorney, CALL In-
juryfone today! 1-800-
425-4701. (Cal-SCAN)
Under Legal Services -
e

DID YOU KNOW Infor-
mation is power and con-
tent is King? Do you need
timely access to public no-
relevant

tices and remain

in today’s hostile business

SAN FRANCISCO BAY
AREA RAPID TRANSIT
DISTRICT (BART)
NOTICE TO PROPOSERS
REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS
(RFP) FOR AXLE MODIFICA-
TION SERVICCES, RFP NO.
6M3787
BART is now accepting pro-
posals from qualified firms.
Interested firms must register
on BART's Procurement Por-
tal at https://suppliers.bart.gov
All solicitation documents, includ-
ing the RFP, must be downloaded
directly from the Portal. A Pre-Pro-
posal Meeting will be held on Mon-
day, February 23, 2026 at 1:30
PM local time via Zoom — instruc-
tions on registering are included
within the RFP. The District's DBE
Program(s) will be explained, and
participants can share contact de-
tails to network with other firms.
The due date for submission of
proposals for this RFP is 2:00
PM local time on Tuesday, March
10, 2026. Proposals shall be sub-
mitted to the following address:
Attn: District Secretary's Office
San Francisco Bay Area Rapid
Transit District
2150 Webster Street, 10th Floor
Oakland, CA 94612

2/26/26

CNS-4013131#

THE SUN REPORTER

As your local funcral home, we will ielp
you iInCorporate your hontage into a
meaningliul “going home™ celcbraton
With compassion, scasitivity aad intcgnity,
we will listen, counsel, lighten difficult decisions,
and handkc the smallest of dotails as you caplure
memones and booor the hife of your loved one.

And while you muay prefer not 1o think sbowt it,
you can take¢ comfort in knowing we are here
when you nead us most

GlUe're here during your time of need

It"s on¢ of the most Jifficult imes you'll ever face.
Whather suddon o somowhat expociad,
you are ncver really preparcd 10 Scal with the loss
ol a loved one. There are so many detuls 1o
take care of Where do you begin?
Who Jo you call?

MM oot - S s CANEN - LS

Vaughn O. \lxon
Soas, Nephew and Staff
“Our Family Serving Your Famaly”

St. John Missionary
Baptist Church
825 Newhall Street

Reverend Mervin Redmond, Pastor
San Francisco, CA 24124
415) 826-56329 or 550-9324
Sunday
Sunday School 2:00 AM
Morning Worship 10:25 AM

Children’s Ministry 10:25 AM

Nurture for Baptist 6:15 PM
Wednesday

Prayer Services/Bible Study

Midday 11:30 AM
Evening 6:45 PM
Communion — 18t Sunday

For informatfion about other activities
Call (415) 826-5639 or visit us at

www.stiohnsf.org

{EGA) 900-3128

COSMOPOLITEN B
t

APTI
PREBENT

E7T CHURCE 3F
3

MORNING
ATHERING

EXPERIENCE

SUNDAY CHURCH SCHOOL | 9:30 AM
MORNING WORSHIP | 11AM

=}

B156 8380

T

fu-

COSMOPOLITAN BAPTIST CHURCH SF

198 Farallones St., Sam Francizco, G4 84112
Reverend Dr. A, Ray Gentle, Senior Pastor

1"LI".IE Facebaok.com/CosmepolitanBaptistas



F| Bethel Arms

Atfordable Senior Housing Waitlis

I the heart of San Francisco's Fillmore District El Bethel Arms

serves seniors who ear low incomes. This property is available fo
housefolds that include o member who s 62 or older. Aadifional
household members of any age, including children are welcome

0s long as household size does not exceed maximum occupancy
quidelines consistent with 63 Fed. Reg. 70982 (December 22, 1998).
There are 255 aparments ot E| Bethel Arms (36 studios, 209 one-
bearooms and 10 two-bedrooms). Three one-becoom aparments

are accessible. Max income for one person is $67700 (677400 for
fWo persons).

Obtein an application by downloading and prinfing it from the
website below, complefing the filable pre-cpplicafions on fs webs,
colling fo request on application be maled via USPS or emaled

o the applicant and by picking up an applicafion onsite of the
community {1355 Golden Gate Ave, San Francisco, CA 94115,
Submit an application by mailing it in original nk via USPS to the
community's address or cropping itoff in person  the communtty
Applicants may also email the completed application fo the
community or submit the filable pre-application through its website.

Reasonable accommodations are avarlabl. It you need o
reasonable accommodafion, please contoct us af (415 567-3930
[T0D: 711) or EBA-Administrotor@HumanGood.org. Language
assistance, inclucing inferprefcfion ond!franslafion services, i

availoble. If you ned language assistance, please confact us o
[415) 567-3950 (TDD: 717) or EBA-Administrator@HumanGood.org,
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Rev. Jackson
Continued from page 1

Chicago, the economic
arm of the Southern
Christian Leadership
Conference, where he
organized boycotts and
negotiations to secure jobs
and contracts for Black

workers and businesses.

Following Dr. King’s
assassination in Memphis
on April 4, 1968, Jackson
emerged as one of the most
visible younger leaders
of the movement. He
returned to Chicago and
became a national voice
during a period of unrest
and grief. That same year,
he formally entered the
ministry, grounding his
activism in faith and the
prophetic tradition of
the Black church.

In 1971, after leaving
the Southern Christian
Leadership Conference,
he founded what became
Operation PUSH — People
United to Serve Humanity
— headquartered on
Chicago’s South Side.
The organization
later expanded into
the Rainbow PUSH
Coalition, which became
a national platform for
advocacy around voting
rights, education equity,
corporate accountability,
labor rights,

healthcare access and

international human rights.

Through organized economic
pressure, Jackson negotiated
with major corporations to
increase minority hiring
and supplier diversity. His
critics sometimes questioned
his methods, but supporters
credited him with opening
doors that had long been
closed to Black professionals
and entrepreneurs. His
Saturday morning broadcasts
from PUSH headquarters
became appointment listening
across Black America.

Rev. Jackson’s influence
extended far beyond Chicago
or even the United States.
Beginning in the late 1970s
and continuing through
the 1990s, he became an
unofficial diplomat and
mediator in international
crises. He traveled to Cuba,
Syria, South Africa, Haiti,
Iraq and other nations to
advocate for prisoner releases,
democratic reforms and peace
negotiations. In multiple
instances, he helped secure the
release of American hostages
and political prisoners,
elevating his global stature.

In 1984, Rev. Jackson sought
the Democratic nomination
for President of the United
States, becoming the first
African American candidate
to mount a viable nationwide
campaign. Though initially
dismissed as a long-shot
candidate, he won millions of
votes and secured hundreds of
delegates at the Democratic
National Convention. His
speech at the 1984 convention
electrified the nation.

He ran again in 1988,
winning several primaries and
caucuses, finishing second in
delegate count at one stage

of the race, and earning
nearly seven million votes
nationwide. His campaigns
expanded voter registration
efforts and energized Black
political participation at
unprecedented levels.

His campaign theme —
building a “Rainbow Coalition”
of Black voters, working-class
whites, farmers, laborers,
immigrants and marginalized
communities — reshaped
Democratic Party politics
and broadened the national
conversation around inclusion
and economic justice. Many
political observers have
credited his campaigns with
laying groundwork for the
eventual election of President
Barack Obama in 2008.

Throughout it all, Rev.
Jackson remained, at his
core, a preacher.

Ordained in 1968, he carried
the cadence and rhythm of the
Black church into political
halls, corporate boardrooms
and international forums.
His call-and-response
affirmation became one of
the most enduring refrains of
the civil rights era:

“l may be poor
but I am somebody.

I may be on welfare ...
but I am somebody.

I may be in jail
but I am somebody.”

He also popularized phrases
such as “Keep hope alive” and
“Down with dope, up with
hope,” using language that
blended scripture, rhythm
and political strategy. His
oratory style — rising from
quiet reflection to crescendo
— became a defining feature

of modern political speech.

AFL-CIO
REMEMBERS

LEGENDARY CIVIL

RIGHTS LEADER,
THE REV. JESSE
JACKSON

By AFL-CIO President
Liz Shuler and AFL-CIO
Secretary-Treasurer Fred
Redmond

merica’s
unions
mourn the
passing
of the Rev. Jesse
Jackson, a towering
moral force whose
lifelong commitment
to justice reshaped
both the labor and
civil rights movements
and left a lasting

mark on the nation.

Jackson was a full-
time organizer for the
Southern Christian
Leadership Conference
before being appointed
national director of
Operation Breadbasket
by his mentor Dr. Martin
Luther King Jr. In this
role, Jackson led boycotts

and campaigns that

secured thousands of new jobs
for Black workers. His two
presidential campaigns would
break barriers and expand the
political imagination of our
country. Through Operation
PUSH and the National
Rainbow Coalition—Ilater
united as Rainbow PUSH
Coalition—he brought
communities together with
a simple, powerful truth:
economic justice and civil

rights are inseparable.

Throughout his life, Rev.
Jackson fought tirelessly for
workers, both at home and
around the world. He upheld
the labor movement’s highest
ideals—walking picket lines,
supporting workers at the
bargaining table, and insisting
that women and people of
color be fully included in
union protections. He stood
with the AFL-CIO at major
mobilizations and worker

rallies, from the coalfields

to campaigns for janitors and
public-sector workers. In
2002, he joined the AFL-CIO
and local unions in organizing
laid-off Enron workers to
secure fair severance
pay. On the international
stage, he confronted global
corporations to defend the
dignity and rights of workers
across supply chains. At every
turn, he reminded us that the
fight for good jobs, living
wages, and union rights is
inseparable from the fight for

justice and equality.

As we honor the Rev.
Jackson’s memory, we
reaffirm his belief that “the
American worker is not asking
for welfare, he’s asking
for a fair share—not for

charity but for parity.”

Our hearts are with the
Jackson family, his loved
ones and all those who are
mourning this immeasurable

loss. May he rest in power.
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