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We are Covered California. A state agency that 
helps Californians �4nd a�•or dable, high-quality 
health co verage. These health plans ar en’t just 
for when you and your family members ar e sick, 
the y all include fr ee pr eventive car e as well. 
4 out of 5 people who enr oll will also qualify for 4 out of 5 people who enr oll will also qualify for 
�4nancial help. T ake advantage today so you can 
focus on living, not str essing. 

Enroll b y December 31 for co ver age starting  
January 1.

CoveredCA.com 800-300-1506

Covered California Encourages All 
Californians to Explore Health Insurance 

Options Before Dec. 31 Deadline to 
Get Coverage for All of 2026

SACRAMENTO — 
Covered California 
is urging uninsured 
residents to sign up 

for health insurance by Dec. 

31 if they want coverage to 

start Jan. 1, as uncertainty 

over federal subsidies clouds 

the 2026 enrollment season.

Open enrollment runs through 

Jan. 31, but the end-of-year 

deadline matters for anyone 

who wants coverage in place 

for January. It also applies to 

the state’s 1.9 million current 

enrollees who want to change 

plans for next year.

This year ’s sign-up period 

comes with a wrinkle: enhanced 

federal tax credits that have 

l o w e r e d  p r e m i u m s  s i n c e 

2021 are set to expire unless 

Congress acts. Those credits 

helped double Affordable Care 

Act enrollment nationally and 

boosted California enrollment 

by more than 23 percent.

S o  f a r ,  n e w  s i g n - u p s 

a re  down.  Abou t  123 ,000 

Ca l i fo rn ians  had  enro l led 

for 2026 coverage by Dec. 

20, roughly 30 percent fewer 

than at the same point last 

year. Sti l l ,  total enrollment 

remains  s t rong,  dr iven by 

renewals. Nearly 1.9 million 

Cal i fornians are s igned up 

for 2026 coverage overal l , 

a  3  percen t  inc rease  year 

over year, with more than 1.8 

million renewing their plans.

C o v e r e d  C a l i f o r n i a 

officials say the message is 

simple: don’t wait.

“Being insured is  one of 

the best ways to protect your 

heal th and your f inances,” 

Execut ive Director  Jessica 

A l t m a n  s a i d ,  n o t i n g  t h a t 

premiums could rise if federal 

assistance is not extended. 

“This year, more than ever, 

the Dec. 31 deadline matters.”

Enrollment trends show sharp 

reg iona l  and demograph ic 

d i f f e r e n c e s .  N e a r l y  h a l f 

o f  n e w  e n r o l l e e s  l i v e  i n 

f o u r  S o u t h e r n  C a l i f o r n i a 

coun t i es  — Los  Ange les , 

Orange, Riverside, and San 

Bernardino. Latino and Asian 

American Californians make 

up a large share of new sign-

ups, while tens of thousands 

of residents did not disclose 

race or ethnicity.

D e s p i t e  p r o g r e s s ,  a n 

e s t i m a t e d  1 . 2  m i l l i o n 

Ca l i f o rn ians  who  qua l i f y 

fo r  f i nanc ia l  he lp  rema in 

uninsured, according to state 

model ing.  Many are  o lder 

adu l ts  and Lat inos  spread 

across the state.

Cal i fornia has stepped in 

with state funding to soften 

the blow of rising costs. For 

2026, the state is investing 

$190 million in additional tax 

credits to help lower-income 

residents keep premiums close 

to  2025 leve ls .  Near ly  92 

percent of enrollees receive 

some form of financial help, 

and  many  can  f i nd  p l ans 

costing $10 a month or less.

F o r  t h o s e  w h o  s k i p 

coverage entirely, there’s a 

price. California’s individual 

mandate carries a tax penalty 

that can reach thousands of 

dollars for an uninsured family.

Enrollment help is available 

online, by phone, or through 

thousands of certified agents 

a n d  c o m m u n i t y  g r o u p s 

statewide. The message from 

state off ic ia ls is blunt and 

famil iar: coverage is there, 

he lp  i s  ava i lab le ,  and the 

clock is ticking.

State officials say outreach 

effor ts  are in tens i fy ing in 

the final weeks of the year, 

with a focus on communities 

that historically enroll later 

or face language and access 

barriers. Covered California 

has  expanded in - language 

a s s i s t a n c e ,  c o m m u n i t y -

based enrollment events, and 

partnerships with local clinics, 

faith groups, and ethnic media 

to reach residents who may be 

unsure they qualify or worry 

about costs. Officials stress 

that immigration status does 

not affect eligibility for state 

coverage opt ions and that 

applying will not be used for 

immigration enforcement.

Covered California is also 

remind ing  consumers  tha t 

missing the Dec. 31 deadline 

means  wa i t i ng  weeks  f o r 

coverage to begin. Those who 

enroll between Jan. 1 and Jan. 

31 will not have coverage until 

Feb. 1, leaving a potential gap 

during a time of year when 

medical needs often spike. 

W i t h  f e d e r a l  s u p p o r t 

uncertain and enrol lment 

l a g g i n g ,  s t a t e  l e a d e r s 

s a y  t h e  s a f e s t  m o v e  i s 

s t r a i gh t f o rwa rd :  rev i ew 

o p t i o n s  n o w ,  l o c k  i n 

c o v e r a g e ,  a n d  s t a r t  t h e 

new year insured.

Miss the Dec. 31 deadline, and January starts 
without a safety net.
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Defining the Future 
of Connectivity
Every day, thousands of Comcast engineers and technologists are building connectivity 
solutions that change the way we work, live and play. With 94% of devices connected to WiFi 
in the home, our Xfinity gateway is built to deliver a fast, reliable connection with capacity to 
connect hundreds of high-bandwidth devices at once. Fast, smart, reliable, and everywhere.

comcastcorporation.com/wifi


