
AI and Our Healthcare: 
California Lawmakers 

Address Biases, Benefi ts, 
Opportunities and Safety

Air Quality Board Rejects 
Two Rules Written 
to Ban Gas Water 

Heaters and Furnaces
Antonio Ray Harvey | California 
Black Media

Tw o  p r o p o s e d 
rules to eliminate 
the usage of gas 
water heaters and 

furnaces by the South Coast 
Air Qual i ty  Management 
D i s t r i c t  ( S C A Q M D )  i n 
S o u t h e r n  C a l i f o r n i a 
w e r e  r e j e c t e d  b y  t h e 
Governing Board on June 6.

Energy policy analysts say the 
board’s decision has broader 
implications for the state.

W i t h  a  7 - 5  v o t e ,  t h e 
board decided not to amend 
Rules  1111 and1121 at  the 
m e e t i n g  h e l d  i n  D i a m o n d 
Bar in L.A. County.

The proposal  would have 
affected 17 million residents 
i n  S o u t h e r n  C a l i f o r n i a , 
r e q u i r i n g  b u s i n e s s e s , 
homeowners, and renters to 
convert to electric units.

“We’ve  gone  through s ix 
m o n t h s ,  a n d  w e ’ v e  m a d e 
a  d e c i s i o n  t o d a y, ”  s a i d 
S C A Q M D  b o a r d  m e m b e r 

Carlos Rodriguez. “It’s time 
to move forward with what’s 
next on our policy agenda.”

T h e  A Q M D  g o v e r n i n g 
board is a 13-member body 
respons ib le  for  se t t ing  a i r 
quality policies and regulations 
within the South Coast  Air 
Bas in ,  which  covers  a reas 
in four counties:  Riverside 
County, Orange County, San 
Bernardino County and parts 
of Los Angeles County.

The board  i s  made up of 
representatives from various 
e l ec t ed  o ff i ce s  w i th in  the 
region, along with members 
w h o  a r e  a p p o i n t e d  b y 
t h e  G o v e r n o r ,  S p e a k e r 
o f  t h e  A s s e m b l y ,  a n d 
Senate Rules Committee.

Holly J. Mitchell, who serves 
as a County Supervisor for the 
Second District of Los Angeles 

Continued on page 7

With a 7-5 vote, the board decided not to amend Rules 1111 
and1121 at the meeting held in Diamond Bar in L.A. County.
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Antonio Ray Harvey | California 
Black Media

On  M a y  2 8 , 
t h e  A s s e m b l y 
H e a l t h  a n d 
P r i v a c y  a n d 

C o n s u m e r  P r o t e c t i o n 
C o m m i t t e e s  h e l d 
a  j o i n t  h e a r i n g  o n 
g e n e r a t i v e  a r t i f i c i a l 
intelligence (GenAI).

G e n A I  r e f e r s  t o  d i g i t a l 
systems that engineers train 
to conduct tasks or produce 
a range of content, including 
v ideos ,  t ex t ,  mus ic ,  code , 
graphics, and more.

T h e  d i s c u s s i o n  f o c u s e d 
o n  G e n A I  a p p l i c a t i o n s 
i n  h e a l t h c a r e  - -  t h e 
oppo r tun i t i e s ,  cha l l enges , 
policy implications, and how 
t h e  a d v a n c i n g  t e c h n o l o g y 
affects patient care.

“Although AI in healthcare 
is  not  new,  interest  in  and 
research in AI and generative 
A I  a p p l i c a t i o n s  h a v e 
d ramat ica l ly  acce le ra ted ,” 
Assemblymember Mia Bonta 
(D-Alameda) told California 
Black Media (CBM).

“A range  of  app l ica t ions 
are being developed, tested, 
a n d  d e p l o y e d  i n  m e d i c a l 
r e s e a r c h ,  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n , 
a n d  e v e n  c l i n i c a l  t a s k s . 
There  i s  exc i tement  about 
t h e s e  d e v e l o p m e n t s ,  b u t 
i t  s h o u l d  b e  t e m p e r e d  b y 
caution,” she added.

The  hea r ing  was  he ld  as 
several bills make their way 
t h r o u g h  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e , 
i n c l u d i n g  b i l l s  a u t h o r e d 

b y  B o n t a  a s  w e l l  a s  S e n . 
Akilah Weber Pierson (D-San 
Diego) and Assemblymember 
R e b e c c a  B a u e r - K a h a n 
(D-Castro Valley).

B o n t a ,  a  m e m b e r  o f  t h e 
California Legislative Black 
Caucus (CLBC), is also the 
chair of the Assembly Health 
C o m m i t t e e .  B a u e r - K a h a n 
chairs the Privacy and Consumer 

The discussion focused on GenAI applications in healthcare 
-- the opportunities, challenges, policy implications, and how 

the advancing technology affects patient care

Continued on page 7

As Obesity Crushes Our 
Communities, California 
Can’t Afford to Cut Care

Rhonda Smith | Special to 
California Black Media 
Partners

Ob e s i t y  i s  a 
s t r u c t u r a l 
a n d  s y s t e m i c 
h e a l t h  c r i s i s 

t h a t  d e m a n d s  a 
public health response.

Across Cal ifornia ,  nearly 
one-third of adults are living 
with obesity, according to data 
from UCLA. But behind this 
number lies a deeper truth: 
obesi ty  is  a  d isease ,  not  a 
choice, and Black and Brown 
communities are bearing the 
brunt of its consequences.

T h e  p r o p o s e d  b u d g e t 
cuts  to  Medicaid/Medi-Cal 
t h r e a t e n  t o  m a k e  t h i n g s 
significantly worse.

Obesity is linked to a host 
of chronic diseases, including 
diabetes, heart disease, and 
s t roke,  a l l  of  which Black 
a n d  B r o w n  c o m m u n i t i e s 
e x p e r i e n c e  w i t h  w o r s e 
outcomes and higher disease-
related deaths. These health 
conditions drive nearly half 
the cost  of chronic disease 
care in the U.S., draining both 
lives and livelihoods. And the 
burden is not shared evenly. 

In California, 36.8% of Black 
adults are living with obesity, 
which is significantly higher 
than the state average.

U n d e r - r e s o u r c e d 
commun i t i e s  a l r e ady  f ace 
barriers to accessing quality 
heal thcare  nutr i t ious  food, 
s a f e  p l a c e s  t o  b e  a c t i v e , 
a n d  c u l t u r a l l y  c o m p e t e n t 
healthcare providers.

California has the highest 
total obesity-related medical 
costs  in  the United States , 
w i t h  a n n u a l  m e d i c a l  c a r e 

expenditures of adults with 
obes i ty  near ly  three  t imes 
greater than for adults with 
normal weight, the greatest 
difference of any state.

Recent  s tudies  show that 
the obesity rate in California 
is  projected to  increase  to 
41% by 2030. Cutting access 
to effective, evidence-based 
t rea tments  wi l l  exacerbate 
t h e  d i s p a r i t i e s  a n d  c o s t s 
- -  p a r t i c u l a r l y  f o r  n e w e r 

Obesity is linked to a host of chronic diseases, including 
diabetes, heart disease, and stroke, all of which Black and 
Brown communities experience with worse outcomes and 

higher disease-related deaths.

Continued on page 7

“We Are Better Than 
This”: Black Caucus 

Denounces L.A. 
County ICE Raids After 

Multiple Protests
Antonio Ray Harvey | California 
Black Media

Members of the 
C a l i f o r n i a 
L e g i s l a t i v e 
Black Caucus 

(CLBC) last week condemned 
ongoing Immigration and 
Customs Enforcement (ICE) 
raids in California.

T h e  c a u c u s  r e l e a s e d  t h e 
s t a t e m e n t  t h e  s a m e  d a y 
m u l t i p l e  p r o t e s t s  e r u p t e d 
i n  L o s  A n g e l e s  C o u n t y, 
reacting to three ICE raids 
conducted in that area.

“ F o r  m o n t h s  w e  h a v e 
watched the unsettling images 
of federal agents rampaging 
t h rough  ou r  commun i t i e s . 
We have stood in horror as 
masked, heavily armed men 
ransack neighborhoods under 
t h e  c o l o r  o f  l a w  l e a v i n g 
t e r ro r  and  t r auma in  the i r 

wake,” read a June 6 statement 
released by the CLBC.

A s s e m b l y m e m b e r  T i n a 
McKinnor (D-Inglewood), a 
member of the CLBC and chair 

of  the Los Angeles County 
L e g i s l a t i v e  D e l e g a t i o n , 
u r g e d  p r o t e s t o r s  t o  t a k e 

Assemblymember Tina McKinnor (D-Inglewood) ,  a 
member of the CLBC and chair of the Los Angeles County 
Legislative Delegation, urged protestors to take control of 

the situation and deescalate rising tensions.

Continued on page 7 
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State Board of Education Prez 
Darling-Hammond Calls Newsom’s 

Billion-Dollar Literacy Plan 
“Encouraging Milestone”

Antonio Ray Harvey | 

California Black Media

St a t e  B o a r d  o f 
E d u c a t i o n 
P r e s i d e n t 
Linda  Dar l ing-

H a m m o n d  s a y s  G o v . 

Gavin Newsom’s  newly 

u n v e i l e d  G o l d e n  S t a t e 

L i t e r a c y  P l a n  i s  a n 

“encouraging milestone.”

A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e 

Governor’s office, the plan is 

central to California’s push 

to improve reading skills 

statewide, particularly in 

underserved communities.

A n n o u n c e d  J u n e  8  a t 

Clinton Elementary School 

in Compton,  the bil l ion-

dollar initiative is designed 

to expand evidence-based 

l i t e racy  ins t ruc t ion  and 

deploy  more  than  1 ,000 

l i t e r a c y  c o a c h e s  a n d 

special is ts  to  the s tate’s 

highest-need schools. The 

plan also funds early reading

screenings, professional 

development for educators, 

a n d  t h e  c o n t i n u e d 

r o l l o u t  o f  U n i v e r s a l 

Transitional Kindergarten.

“The Golden State Literacy 

P l a n  i s  a n  e n c o u r a g i n g 

milestone in our ongoing 

quest to improve literacy 

educa t i on ,  mak ing  su r e 

it’s effective, meaningful, 

and engaging for all of our 

s tudents ,”  sa id  Dar l ing-

Hammond during the event.

S h e  o u t l i n e d  t h e 

framework that will support 

s t u d e n t  s u c c e s s :  “ We 

know e ff ec t i ve  l i t e r acy 

instruction requires early 

l a n g u a g e  d e v e l o p m e n t ; 

d i a g n o s i s  o f  s t u d e n t 

needs and progress; high-

q u a l i t y  c u r r i c u l u m  a n d 

materials; and preparation, 

professional development, 

and coaching for teachers 

so that they understand the 

reading process thoroughly 

a n d  b e c o m e  a d e p t  a t 

addressing diverse student 

needs, including those of 

English learners.”

N e w s o m ’s  p l a n  b u i l d s 

on exist ing investments , 

i n c l u d i n g  $ 5 0 0  m i l l i o n 

a l r e a d y  a l l o c a t e d  f o r 

l i t e r a c y  c o a c h e s  a n d 

$6 .8  b i l l ion  in  l ea rn ing 

recovery funds to address 

academic  and emot ional 

s e t b a c k s  c a u s e d  b y  t h e 

COVID-19 pandemic.

Cal i forn ia  has  shown 

measurable progress in 

reading achievement over 

the past decade. Between 

2011 and 2022, the state 

saw the largest gains in 8th 

grade reading scores on 

the National Assessment 

of Educational Progress 

(NAEP) nationwide.

Newsom’s plan builds on existing investments, including 
$500 million already allocated for literacy coaches and $6.8 
billion in learning recovery funds to address academic and 

emotional setbacks caused by the COVID-19 pandemic.
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U.S. Senate Votes to End Taxes 
on Service Workers’ Tips

Bo Tefu | California Black 

Media 

In  a  u n a n i m o u s 
v o t e  o n  M a y  2 0 , 
t h e  U . S .  S e n a t e 
voted  to  e l iminate 

f e d e r a l  t a x e s  o n  t i p s 

for service workers.

C a l i f o r n i a  S t a t e  S e n . 

R o s i l i c i e  O c h o a  B o g h 

(R-Redlands) praised the U.S. 

Senate for passing the bill , 

which was introduced by U.S. 

Sen. Ted Cruz (R-TX)

“I applaud the U.S. Senate 

for putting service workers 

f i r s t  and  p rov id ing  much-

n e e d e d  t a x  r e l i e f .  N o w 

i t ’ s  C a l i f o r n i a ’ s  t u r n , ” 

said Ochoa Bogh,  who has 

authored similar legislation 

in  Ca l i fo rn i a ,  Sena te  B i l l 

(SB) 17. The U.S. Senate bill, 

which codifies into federal law 

a campaign promise made by 

President Trump, establishes a 

tax deduction of up to $25,000 

for tips for employees who 

earn less than $160,000. The 

deduction is limited to cash 

tips workers earn and report 

to employers for withholding 

on their paychecks.

“ T i p p e d  w o r k e r s  a r e 

t axed  on  incons i s t en t  and 

unpredictable income causing 

instabili ty in their families 

already struggling to make 

ends meet,” said Ochoa Bogh.

However, on May 23, the 

S e n a t e  A p p r o p r i a t i o n s 

Committee  voted  to  send 

O c h o a  B o g h ’s  n o - s t a t e -

tax-on-service-workers bill 

–  along with hundreds of 

others – to the “suspense 

fi le,” where bills  are sent 

for further consideration of 

costs to the state.

Black and Latino Californians Behind in 
Retirement Savings, Homeownership Rates

Bo Tefu | California Black Media 

A n e w  r e p o r t 
r e v e a l s 
t h a t  B l a c k 
C a l i f o r n i a n s 

a r e  f a l l i n g  b e h i n d  i n 

k e y  m e a s u re s  o f  w e a l t h , 

i n c l u d i n g  r e t i r e m e n t 

savings and homeownership, 

r a i s i n g  c o n c e r n s  a b o u t 

l o n g - t e r m  e c o n o m i c 

security and opportunity.

The report, based on U.S. 

Census data, shows that the 

typical California household 

has a net worth of $288,000, 

which is significantly higher 

than the national median of 

$180,000. However,  wealth 

i n  t h e  s t a t e  i s  u n e q u a l l y 

distributed across racial and 

ethnic lines. Wealth includes 

everything a household owns, 

l ike  a  home or  r e t i r ement 

account, minus debts such as 

credit cards or student loans.

“La t ino  and  Black /Other 

households disproportionately 

h a v e  l o w  w e a l t h ,  a s  d o 

those with  lower  levels  of 

e d u c a t i o n a l  a t t a i n m e n t , ” 

the report stated.

D e s p i t e  h o m e o w n e r s h i p 

b e i n g  a  c o m m o n  p a t h  t o 

building wealth in America, 

B l a c k  h o u s e h o l d s  w i t h 

s i m i l a r  i n c o m e ,  a g e ,  a n d 

education levels to their White 

counterparts still lag behind.

T h e  re p o r t  a l s o  s h o w s 

t h a t  t h e  m o s t  c o m m o n 

a s s e t s  a m o n g  C a l i f o r n i a 

households are checking and 

savings accounts, retirement 

accounts, home equity, and 

vehicle equity. Even though 

many Black households do 

own these assets, they do not 

have enough set aside for 

emergencies, putting them 

at risk as they age.

California Supports Small Businesses 
With Funding and Training to SCALE

Charlene Muhammad | 
California Black Media

Sm a l l  b u s i n e s s e s 
i n  C a l i f o r n i a 
–  f r o m  s o l e 
p r o p r i e t o r s h i p s 

t o  s m a l l  a n d  m e d i u m 
e n t e r p r i s e s  ( S M E s )  – 
account for about 99% of 
all businesses in the state, 
making them the sector most 
responsible for job creation, 
more than 7 million.

Considering their importance 
to the state economy, Gov. 
J e r r y  B r o w n  c r e a t e d  t h e 
Office of the Small Business 
A d v o c a t e  ( C a l O S B A )  i n 
2012 and paired it with the 
Governor’s Office of Business 
and Economic Development.

I n  2 0 2 1 ,  D r.  Ta r a  Ly n n 
Gray was sworn in as the 5th 
Director of CalOSBA.

In that role, Dr. Gray serves 
a s  a  v o i c e  a n d  v i s i o n a r y 
for  Cal i fornia’s  4  mil l ion-
p l u s  s m a l l  b u s i n e s s e s , 
providing information about 
state resources,  connecting 
owner s  w i th  fund ing ,  and 
communicating the priorities 
of small businesses to decision-
makers in Sacramento.

On  May  19 ,  Gray  spoke 
with a group of Black news 
publishers in Sacramento at 
a  roundtable  organized  by 
California Black Media (CBM)

a s  p a r t  o f  a  l e g i s l a t i v e 
advocacy day sponsored by 
statewide organizations.

I n  t h e  i n v i t a t i o n - o n l y 
in fo rmat ion  sess ion ,  Gray 
spoke  wi th  the  journa l i s t s 
and  med ia  ou t l e t  l e ade r s , 
and small business owners, 
about her work with CalOSBA 

and shared insights she has 
gleaned over her three-decade 
career as a small-business-
owner-turned-advocate.

Which small business owners 
do you primarily serve?

All of them. I am responsible 
for state programs that support 
all small businesses. During 
my four-year tenure to date, my 
team and I have administered 
14 programs, a total of $5.3 
b i l l i o n  i n  a p p r o p r i a t i o n s , 
supporting more 500,000 of 
the state’s 4.2 million small 
bus inesses .  Guided  by  the 
Governor's vision of building 
a  Cal i forn ia  economy tha t 
works for all, our programs 
aim to deliver on that promise.

Describe the current state of 
small businesses in California.

The current state of small 
b u s i n e s s  i s  g o o d .  We  a r e 
California. We are now the 
four th - la rges t  economy in 
the world. We invented the 
u n i c o r n .  O u r  b u s i n e s s e s 
r e c e i v e  t w o - t h i r d s  o f  t h e 
venture capital in the United 
States. We file more patents 
than any other state. We have 
the lowest first-year failure 
rate of all of the states in the 
Union. General conditions

for small business success 
in California are good and 
we have to protect this so the 
horizon remains good. There 
are pockets in communities 
and regions across the state 
t h a t  a r e  s t i l l  s t r u g g l i n g 
w i t h  b u i l d i n g  s t r o n g 
entrepreneurial  ecosystems 
that reflect the greater success 
that coastal regions and Silicon 
Va l l e y  h a v e  e x p e r i e n c e d . 
We  a r e  f o r t u n a t e  t o  h a v e 
a  governor  and legis la ture 

that value small businesses 
and have worked together to 
provide resources for their 
growth and development.

A r e  t h e r e  s t i l l  s y s t e m i c 
b a r r i e r s  a f f e c t i n g 
underserved entrepreneurs?

Absolutely. In my office, we 
center our work around what 
I call  three imperatives for 
small business success.

The first is democratizing 
a c c e s s  t o  c a p i t a l .  T h a t ' s 
m a k i n g  s u r e  t h a t  t h e r e  i s 
available capital -- the right 
s i ze  and  the  r igh t  type  o f 
capital for every kind of small 
business. Capital not just for 
t he  s t a r t -up  t ech  founder, 
but  for  the  res taurant  tha t 
w a n t s  t o  e x p a n d ,  f o r  t h e 
nail salon that wants to add 
additional services,  for the 
d o c t o r  w h o  w a n t s  t o  a d d 
additional clinicians.

The second imperat ive is 
to diversify the innovation 
economy -- making sure that 
all founders have access to the 
social and financial networks,

and thought leadership, that 
really help create synergy and 
market advantage.

L a s t l y ,  w e  m u s t  d r i v e 
economic mobil i ty through 
entrepreneurship,  which is 
really about making sure that 
the zip code you're born in, 
i f  d isadvantaged,  does  not 
dictate how far you can go 
economically or how quickly 
you can build wealth.

Desc r ibe  some  p rograms 
C a l O S B A h a s  t o  s u p p o r t 
f o r  a s p i r i n g  s m a l l 
b u s i n e s s  o w n e r s  o r  t h o s e 
struggling to stay afloat?

We  t e l l  s m a l l  b u s i n e s s 

owners not to go at it alone. 
There is help. The Governor 
m a d e  t h e  f u n d i n g  f o r  t h e 
Sma l l  Bus ine s s  Techn i ca l 
Assistance Program permanent 
a t  $26  mi l l ion  a  year.  We 
have $23 million dedicated 
to the Technical Assistance 
Program for  the  provis ion 
o f  o n e - o n - o n e  c o u n s e l i n g 
sess ions ,  t r a in ing  c lasses , 
and outreach. We rebranded 
t h e  p r o g r a m  f r o m  TA P t o 
SCALE,  wh ich  s t ands  fo r 
Success, Capital, Access and 
Leadership for Entrepreneurs. 
T h e  n a m e  i s  i n  l i n e  w i t h 
the  goa l s  o f  the  p rogram, 
which is to help scale their 
businesses, by adding jobs, 
and generating opportunity in 
their local economies

O n  a  p e r s o n a l  n o t e , 
w h a t  m o t i v a t e s  y o u  t o 
k e e p  a d v o c a t i n g  f o r 
small businesses?

I ' m  d r i v e n  t o  m a k e  a 
difference for all entrepreneurs 
and small business owners. 
T h e y  p u t  e v e r y t h i n g  t h e y 
have on the line, in pursuit 
of the California dream, and 
the American dream.

I was raised by two blessed 
people. They were educators. 
They motivate me. My mom 
was  a  Spanish  and  French 
teacher at the beginning of 
her career. before going back 
to law school, and becoming 
an advocate for people who 
were less fortunate. She was 
active politically, managing 
local campaigns and being a 
delegate to state and national 
democratic conventions.

And my dad is  no slouch 
with a pair of master's degrees. 
He retired as a high school 
pr incipal  af ter  31 years  of 

service in the same school 
district. My mom retired as 
an assistant  superintendent 
of a school district after years 
of labor negotiations work. 
I was raised with the belief 
that I could be anything and 
accomplish anything I set my 
mind to do. They taught us to 
be responsible, to participate 
in the poli t ical  process,  to 
exercise  our  r ight  to  vote , 
and to lift our voices in local 
government. Those are things 
that I learned in my childhood.

I  c o m b i n e  t h a t  w i t h  m y 
ve ry  c lose  r e l a t ionsh ip  to 
my materna l  grandmother, 
who was an entrepreneur. I 
watched her influence in the 
communi ty.  I  watched  her 
suppor t  people .  I  watched 
her leadership in her circle 
lending to those in need.

I saw firsthand the power 
o f  e n t r e p r e n e u r s h i p .  I t  i s 
naturally who I am, and I'm 
blessed to have been appointed 
by a Governor who saw it fit 
to utilize these gifts.

What's one misconception 
t h a t  p e o p l e  o f t e n  h a v e 
a b o u t  s m a l l  b u s i n e s s 
success or failure?

T h a t ’s  a  g r e a t  q u e s t i o n . 
I  h a v e  t w o  p r i m a r y 
thoughts about that.

The first is that failure is 
not the end. Failure is often 
the  pa thway  to  succes s .  I 
taught  my students  in  past 
entrepreneurship classes to 
embrace failure.  When you 
learn from your failures, you 
take those lessons on to the 
next thing. So, “Fail fast! Fail 
often! Fail forward!”

Second, entrepreneurs are 
o f t en  t r ea ted  wi th  a  l i t t l e 
bit more respect than small 
business  owners .  We think 
about small business owners 
as  our  res taurateur,  as  our 
n a i l  s a l o n  o w n e r ,  a s  o u r 
hairdresser, as our dry cleaner. 
We think about entrepreneurs 
as hardware and software tech 
founders who attract venture 
capital and have a different 
level of access to resources 
than our local food vendor.

We must recognize that all small businesses are putting 
everything on the line, every single day to support their 

families and realize their dreams - period.
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Are Any of Us 
Really Ready for 

Fire Season?

T T h e  s m o k e 
h a s  a l r e a d y 
a r r i v e d .  T h i s 
past week, thick 

p lumes  from wi ldf ires  in 
Manitoba and Saskatchewan 
have drifted into the US, 
t r i g g e r i n g  a i r  q u a l i t y 
alerts across the Midwest. 
C i t i e s  l i k e  M i l w a u k e e , 
Madison, and Chicago are 
experiencing hazy skies and 
dangerous air condit ions, 
with the Air Quality Index 
reaching levels unhealthy for 
sensitive groups. 

F i r e  h a s  a l w a y s  h e l p e d 
shape our forests, especially 
in the West. But those forests 
have evolved around natural 
f requencies  and intensi t ies 
of fires. What we are seeing 
now is new. This early-season 
smoke i s  a  s ta rk  reminder 
that fire season is no longer 
confined to the West or wild 

areas, and more intense and 
longer- las t ing f i re  seasons 
are the new normal.

Megan  Paxman  s ays  she 
lives "in a state of constant 
a n x i e t y  e v e r y  w i l d f i r e 
season." A mother to a son with 
asthma in Alberta,  Canada, 
she wrote on the Canadian 
Broadcasting Corporation's 
website about her experience 
on Mother's Day 2023. 

“My four-year-old son has 
been sleepy and unwilling to 
eat all morning. I notice that 
the skin between his ribs and at 
the base of his throat is pulling 
in between every inhale.”

When Paxman called the local 
general  heal th  informat ion 
service, a nurse told her, “get 
him to the hospital now.” 

“The second I get a whiff 
of  that  te l l ta le  smel l ,  I  go 
into super-watchful mode,” 

Paxman says. “I'm obsessively 
checking the local air quality 
l e v e l s  a n d  h i s  b r e a t h i n g 
while watching for haze on 
t h e  h o r i z o n  o r  a n  o r a n g e 
tint to the light.”

T h a t  h a z e  a n d  o r a n g e 
t i n t  a r e  b e c o m i n g  m o r e 
familiar for Americans from 
California to the Great Lakes 
to the East Coast. 

As of May 30, the US had 
recorded over 27,700 wildfires 
this year – 33% more than the 
10-year average for this time 
of year. The devastating fires 
in Southern California this past 
January reminded us that the 
areas threatened directly by 
wildfires are increasing, with 
major cities no longer safe. 
The conditions that gave rise 
to those fires – including the 
Palisades and Eaton fire which 
destroyed more than 18,000 
structures and claimed at least 

30 lives – were exacerbated 
by  c l imate  change .  Tha t ’s 
how it is around the world as 
well,  where the global area 
cons idered  “ f i re -prone”  i s 
projected to grow by 29% by 
the end of the century.

Aside from fires’ destructive 
impacts, the health impacts of 
wildfire smoke are profound. 
Fine particulate matter (PM2.5) 
from these fires can penetrate 
deep into the lungs, leading 
to respiratory issues,  heart 
problems, and other serious 
heal th  concerns .  Chi ldren , 
the elderly, and individuals 
with pre-existing conditions 
are particularly vulnerable. 
In some areas affected by the 
recent  Canadian wi ldf i res , 
residents have been advised 
t o  s t a y  i n d o o r s  a n d  l i m i t 
outdoor activities.

R i s i n g  t e m p e r a t u r e s , 
p r o l o n g e d  d r o u g h t s ,  h i g h 
winds,  and certain extreme 
wea the r  even t s  c r ea t e  t he 
perfect conditions for wildfires 
to ignite and spread rapidly. 
B u t  d e s p i t e  t h e  g r o w i n g 
risks, recent decisions by the 
Trump administrat ion have 
undermined  our  ab i l i ty  to 
respond effectively.

Staff and budget cuts to key 
agencies responsible for forest 
m a n a g e m e n t  a n d  w i l d f i r e 
prevention threaten to leave 
us even more vulnerable and 
less prepared. Additionally, 
harmful legislation like the 
Fix Our Forests Act threatens 
t o  w e a k e n  e n v i r o n m e n t a l 
p ro t ec t i ons  and  p r io r i t i z e 
logging over sustainable forest 
management that could actually 
help address forest fires.

We need a comprehensive 
approach to address this crisis. 
This  inc ludes  inves t ing  in 

forest restoration, supporting 
fire-resistant – and resilient 
– infrastructure, and policies 
t h a t  d r a s t i c a l l y  r e d u c e 
greenhouse  gas  emiss ions . 
Public education campaigns 
can also play a crucial role 
i n  p r o m o t i n g  f i r e  s a f e t y 
and preparedness.

There  is  no safe  level  of 
exposure to wildfire smoke. 
It is 10 times more toxic to 
our health than standard air 
pollut ion from the burning 
of  fossi l  fuels ,  and there 's 
no  safe  level  of  exposure , 
According to a multinational 
studies reported in the science 
j o u r n a l  N a t u r e ,  w i l d f i r e -
s p e c i f i c  P M 2 . 5  i n c r e a s e d 
the  r i sk  of  hospi ta l iza t ion 
fo r  a  r ange  o f  r e sp i ra to ry 
illnesses from asthma to the 
flu. That’s especially true for 
people under age 19 or older 
than 60. Compared to PM2.5 
from other sources, wildfire-
specific PM2.5 led to a greater 
risk of hospitalization for all 
respiratory diseases.

Do a quick search online 
about the impact of wildfire 
smoke and you’ll see countless 
ar t icles  from public  heal th 
exper ts ,  pedia t r ic ians ,  and 
other doctors about ways to 

avoid PM2.5 exposure or the 
signs that indicate you should 
see medical care. But isn’t it a 
better solution to address the 
actual cause of more, bigger, 
s t ronger wildfires ,  and the 
deadly pollution they bring? 
To make it so the air is not so 
toxic that kids with asthma 
essent ia l ly  have to  shel ter 
in place deep in their homes 
during the very months they 
should be playing outside?

C o m m u n i t i e s  a c r o s s  t h e 
country must come together 
to demand action. We must 
hold our leaders accountable 
and  push  for  po l ic ies  tha t 
prioritize public health and 
environmental sustainability. 
The challenges are immense, 
but with collective effort and 
determination, we can build a 
more resilient future.

I n  t h e  m e a n t i m e , 
preparedness is key.

Stay informed about local 
air quality conditions and 
have an evacuation plan in 
place. But let’s not forget 
to support initiatives aimed 
at el iminating fossi l  fuels 
and mitigating the impacts 
o f  c l i m a t e  c h a n g e .  O u r 
health, our homes, and our 
planet depend on it.

Ben Jealous

WE NEED THE JOY OF 
BLACK MUSIC MONTH

BY JULIANNE MALVEAUX

 D y a n a  W i l l i a m s , 
K e n n y  G a m b l e  a n d 
E d  Wr i g h t  f o u n d e d 
Black  Mus ic  Month 

in June 1979.  Also known 

as African American music 

Appreciation Month, it was 

first officially celebrated by 

President Jimmy Carter with 

a White House reception.  

Carter  created a platform 

to  recognize  and celebrate 

music, and many Blak music 

executives held celebrations 

over the years to recognize 

t h e  m o t h .   P r e s i d e n t  B i l l 

Clinton issued a presidential 

p r o c l a m a t i o n  r e c o g n i z i n g 

B l a c k  M u s i c  M o n t h .  

H i s  p r o c l a m a t i o n  w a s 

“recognizing the importance 

of African American music 

to global culture and calling 

on the people of the United 

States to study, reflect on, and 

celebrate African American 

M u s i c ” .   T h e ,  i n  2 0 0 9 , 

P r e s i d e n t  B a r a c k  O b a m a 

renamed it African American 

Music Appreciation Month.  

The  Obama  p roc l ama t ion , 

e l e g a n t l y  w r i t t e n ,  t a l k e d 

about spirituals lifting voices 

i n t o  t h e  h e a v e n s  d u r i n g 

enslavement, and talked about 

the various genres of Black 

music including blues, jazz 

soul, rock and roll,  gospel, 

and symphony.  In the 2016 

proclamation, one of Obama’s 

last, the nation’s first Black 

p r e s i d e n t  s a i d ,  “ A f r i c a n 

A m e r i c a n  m u s i c  h e l p s  u s 

imagine a better world and 

o f f e r s  h o p e  t h a t  w e  w i l l 

get there together.”

Now in this  Black Music 

Month  2025,  we have  los t 

a  musical  icon,  one whose 

music was a  soundtrack to 

my teen life.  Sly Stone.  the 

front man for the band Sly 

and the Family Stone, made 

is transition this month, and 

all I could do was reflect on 

the  mus ic ,  the  ly r i cs ,  and 

the meaning of the unifying 

messages. Who could sit when 

the  DJ  was  p laying Dance 

to the Music,  or  I  Want to 

Take You Higher, or Thank 

You Falettinme Be Mice Elf 

Again.   Who could not think 

about unity and acceptance 

when they heard Everyday 

People?  Who could not fail to 

feal affirmed when they heard 

Everybody is A Star, with the 

powerful line. – “I love you 

for who you are, not for who 

you feel a need to be>’

Sly Stone mixed genres – 

funi, soul, rock, gospel, and 

psychodelia.  His was ahead of 

the curve with his multiracial 

band,  something not  of ten 

seen in the late sixties and 

early seventies.  Some of his 

music became anthems, while 

others remain summertime/

family p0icnic staples – like 

Fami ly  Affa i r,  Hot  Fun in 

the Summert ime,  or  Dance 

to  the  Music .   What  a  joy 

and inspiration Sly Ston was.  

Indeed, I  can’t  think about 

Sly  Stone’s  music  wi thout 

humming or getting out of my 

desk chair to shake my stuff, 

if only for a minute.

I t  i s  u n l i k e l y  t h a t  t h e 

current President will issue 

a proclamation to celebrate 

A f r i c a n  A m e r i c a n  M u s i c 

A p p r e c i a t i o n  M o n t h .   I t 

would likely violate his anti-

DEI edicts.  We don’t need 

P r e s i d e n t i a l  a p p r o v a l ,  o r 

anyone else’s for that matter, 

to appr4ciate the richness of 

Black music.  The election of 

this President ought to inspire 

us to excavate our history, to 

celebrate the genius of James 

Weldon  and  h is  b ro ther  J . 

Rosamond Johnson.  It ought 

to remind us of those early 

musicians who took spoons to 

pots to create a beat, or those 

gospel singers who invoked 

t h e  s w e e t  c h a r i o t  c o m i n g 

forth to carry me home.  It 

ought to lift subterfuge, how 

we used hidden meaning in 

songs to communicate. 

Our nation is under siege.  

The  man  who l ives  in  the 

House that Enslaved People 

B u i l t  h a s  d e p l o y e d  4 0 0 0 

National Guard members and 

700 Marines to Los Angeles 

against the wishes of Governor 

Gavin Newsome and Mayor 

Karen  Bass .   His  c lue less 

D e f e n s e s  S e c r e t a r y  c a n ’ t 

say what military operations 

w i l l  b e  a f f e c t e d  b y  t h e s e 

deployments.  We are in for a 

fight for our democracy, and 

the World Bank has said that 

the world economy will  be 

int worse shape it has been 

since the 1960s.  And yet I 

wri te  about  music  because 

we need th4e joy.  Enslaved 

people  sang.   Incarcerated 

peop le  sang .   C iv i l  r igh t s 

workers and protestors sang.  

Because, as President Obama 

said, “music helps us a better 

world, and offer us hope that 

we can get  there  together.  

Let’s celebrate Black Music 

and Sly Stone this

m o n t h .   L e t  u s  s a v o r 

o u r  m u s i c  a n d  r e v e l  i n 

our rich history.

Dr. Julianne Malveaux
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Rev. Derrick Lomax 
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Sunday School                    9:00am
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Evening Worship  6:pm
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Learn From 
Bad Examples

 Text: 1 Corinthians 9:24-10:13
Related Scriptures: Exodus 
32:1-10; Numbers 16:1-50; 
21:4-9; 25:1-15; Psalm 78:9-39
Place: Ephesus
Time: 55 A.M.
Golden Text: Now all these 
things happen unto them for 
examples: and they are written 
for our admonition upon 
whom the ends of the world are 
come” (1 Corinthians 10:11).
.The Apostle Paul’s commitment to 
his course of ministry did not come 
easily. It required personal disci-
pline (strict training) like that of an 
athlete who strove for supremacy 
in his field. To that end Paul will-
ingly gave up certain privileges 
which might otherwise be his to 

enjoy so that he could win the prize. 
The prize for Paul was not the tem-
porary crown bestowed by men (in 
the biennial games near Corinth 
the “crown” was a pine wreath) 
but the eternal crown bestowed by 
Christ in 2 Corinthians 5:10). Paul’s 
crown would be the consumma-
tion of the reward (1 Corinthians 
9:18) he partially enjoyed, the op-
portunity to glory before Christ 
in those he had been able to win 
(see 2 Corinthians 1:14; Philippi-
ans 2:16; 1 Thessalonians 2:19).
Every move Paul made in the 
course of his race was calculated to 
further his pursuit of the prize (see 
Philippians 3:13–14). Every blow 
struck was meant to land squarely 
on his opponent and send him reel-
ing from the contest in Ephesians 

6:12; James 4:7). To achieve this, 
Paul would not let his body master 
him, sometimes he denied even its 
demand for rightful privileges and 
pleasures for Paul’s life could be 
cut short by the disciplinary disap-
proval of God. God had disciplined 
in the past and was disciplining in 
the present and would discipline 
in the immediate future. Paul was 
concerned that some might not be 
able to say with him one day, “I 
have fought the good fight, I have 
finished the race” (2 Timothy 4:7).  
So that the Corinthians might not 
think God’s discipline would be an 
unlikely eventuality for a people so 
blessed as they (1:5), Paul cited 
the illustration of another group of 
people who were greatly blessed by 
God but yet experienced His severe 
discipline. Israel of old was reckless 
and unrestrained after her physical 
and spiritual freedom from tyranny 
in Egypt. As a result, God meted out 
severe discipline by cutting short the 
lives of many Israelites. They were 
all in the “race” (9:24), but almost all 
were disqualified (9:27) in spite of 
their advantages. Five advantages 
were enjoyed by Israel. First, all the 
liberated Israelites enjoyed the su-
pernatural guidance (Exodus 13:21) 
and protection (Exodus 14:19–20) 
of the pillar of cloud in their Exodus 
from Egypt. The Corinthians had 
similarly experienced God’s guid-
ance (Luke 1:79) and protection 
(see 1 Peter 1:5). Second, all Israel-
ites passed through the sea and ex-
perienced a miraculous deliverance 
from those who sought to take their 
lives (Exodus 14:21–28). So too 
had the Corinthians experienced a 
miraculous deliverance—salvation 

(Hebrews 2:14–15; Galatians 1:4). 
In 1 Corinthians 10:2… Third, the 
Israelites were all baptized into Mo-
ses, that is, united with their spiritual 
head, God’s servant, who became 
the object of their trust (Exodus 
14:31; John 5:45). The Corinthians 
had been baptized into the body of 
Christ (in 1 Corinthians 12:13) of 
which He is the Head (Ephesians 
1:22) and in whom they trusted. In 
1 Corinthians 10:3. As a fourth privi-
lege, the Israelites all enjoyed spiri-
tual food, the supernatural bread 
from heaven (Exodus 16:4, 15). The 
Corinthians too had eaten bread 
from heaven (John 6:31–34). In 1 
Corinthians 10:4. As a fifth advan-
tage, Paul listed the spiritual drink 
enjoyed by Israel in the desert (Exo-
dus 17:6). According to Paul, Christ 
was the source of this supernatu-
ral water. Since the incident of the 
rock which produced water marked 
the beginning of Israel’s wilderness 
wanderings (Exodus 17:1–7) and 
happened again near the ending of 
their wanderings (Numbers 20:1–
13), Paul concluded that Christ ac-
companied them. Christ too was 
the source of supernatural water for 
the Corinthians (John 4:10–14). It 
is possible that these five blessings 
were intended by Paul to reflect the 
two ordinances of baptism (1 Corin-
thians 10:1–2) and the Lord’s Sup-
per (vv. 3–4) which the Corinthians 
may have thought communicated a 
magical protection like similar rites 
in some of the mystery religions. 
The Corinthians did seem to have 
a distorted view and practice of both 
of these ordinances which required 
correction. In 1 Corinthians 10:5. 
The presence of supernatural privi-

leges in the lives of Old Testament 
Israelites did not produce automatic 
success. On the contrary, in spite 
of their special advantages, most 
of them (in fact, all but two mem-
bers of one generation, Joshua 
and Caleb) experienced God’s 
discipline, were disqualified, and 
died in the desert (In light of this, 
Paul’s avowed need for personal 
self-discipline (1 Corinthians 9:27) 
was genuine since even Moses 
was disqualified for the prize (Num-
bers 20:12). In 1 Corinthians 10:6, 
Since this was so, the Corinthians’ 
complacency in matters of self-
discipline and their corresponding 
penchant for self-indulgence re-
quired immediate remedial action. 
Christian freedom was not meant 
to lead to self-indulgence but to 
selfless service, as the behavior 
of past Israelites illustrated. (The 
Bible Knowledge Commentary)
Paralleling the fivefold blessings 
enjoyed by Israel in their newfound 
freedom from Egypt, Paul proceed-
ed to recount a fivefold failure ex-
perienced by Israel during this time. 
He began with the Israelites’ craving 
for the pleasures of Egypt, summa-
rized in their plaintive cry, “Give us 
meat to eat!” (in Numbers 11:4–34, 
esp. v. 13) God gave them what they 
wanted but while the meat was still 
between their teeth, He struck them 
with a plague. The Israelites named 
the cemetery for those who were 
killed “Kibroth Hattaavah” (“graves 
of craving”; Numbers 11:34). Many 
in Israel failed by participating in 
idolatry (Exodus 32:1–6) and paid 
for it with their lives (Exodus 32:28, 
35). Apparently, some Corinthians 
were interested in more than meat 

in the pagan temples. (1 Corinthi-
ans 8:10; 10:14). For those who 
thought they as Christians could 
take part in idolatry with impu-
nity, Paul intended, with illustra-
tions like this, to knock out the 
false props which supported their 
behavior (v. 12) before God inter-
vened and took their lives. 10:8. A 
third failure among the privileged 
Israelites was in the area of sex-
ual immorality. 10:9. The Israelites’ 
fourth failure was the presuming 
of some to question the plan and 
purpose of God on their trek to Ca-
naan. As a result, they were killed 
by snakes (Numbers 21:4–6). Did 
the Corinthians think that they 
knew better than God the path 
that would bring them to heaven? 
Israel’s fifth failure, which God dis-
ciplined with death, occurred when 
they spoke rebelliously against 
God’s appointed leaders, Moses 
and Aaron (Numbers 16:41–49). 
Was Paul facing a similar situa-
tion as an outgrowth of the Corin-
thians’ party spirit? It is possible 
that each of these failures found 
expression in the Corinthian issue 
of eating food sacrificed to idols. 
10:11. God’s dealings with Israel 
were more than a matter of his-
torical curiosity for Paul. They were 
examples and warnings for the Cor-
inthians that the God with whom 
they had to deal, who was bring-
ing His interaction with people to a 
close in this fulfillment of the ages, 
was the same God who disciplined 
the Israelites with death and would 
do so again. Be Blessed Saints
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St. John Missionary 
Baptist Church

825 Newhall Street
Reverend Mervin Redmond, Pastor
San Francisco, CA 94124

(415) 826-5639 or 550-9324
Sunday

Sunday School 9:00 AM
Morning Worship 10:25 AM
Children’s Ministry 10:25 AM
Nurture for Baptist 6:15 PM

Wednesday
Prayer Services/Bible Study

Midday 11:30 AM
Evening 6:45 PM

Communion – 1st Sunday
For information about other activities

Call (415) 826-5639 or visit us at 
www.stjohnsf.org

ADOPTIONS
  

PREGNANT? CONSIDER-

ING ADOPTION? Call us 

first. Living expenses, hous-

ing, medical, and continued 

support afterwards. Choose 

adoptive family of your 

choice. Call 24/7.  1-877-

879-4709 (Cal-SCAN)

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Place these house ads spo-

radically throughout your 

classified sections to promote 

the network - Thank you!

 

DID YOU KNOW 7 IN 
10 Americans or 158 
million U.S. Adults 
read content from 
newspaper media 

each week? Discover 
the Power of News-

paper 
Advertising. For a free 

brochure call 916-288-

6011 or email cecelia@

cnpa.com   (Cal-SCAN)

 

DID YOU KNOW 144 mil-

lion U.S. Adults read a 

Newspaper print copy each 

week? Discover the Power 

of Newspaper Advertis-

ing. For a free brochure call 

916-288-6011 or email cece-

lia@cnpa.com   (Cal-SCAN)

  

EVERY BUSINESS has a 

story to tell! Get your mes-

sage out with California’s 

PRMedia Release – the 

only Press Release Service 

operated by the press to 

get press! For more info con-

tact Cecelia @ 916-288-6011 

or http://prmediarelease.

com/california (Cal-SCAN)

AUTOS WANTED
  

DONATE YOUR CAR, 

TRUCK OR BOAT TO HERI-

TAGE FOR THE BLIND. 

FREE 3 Day Vacation, Tax 

Deductible, Free Towing, All 

Paperwork Taken Care of. Call 

800-731-5042 (Cal-SCAN)

  

Got an older car, boat or RV? 

Do the humane thing. Donate 

it to the Humane Society. Call 

1- 800-743-1482 (Cal-SCAN)

  

GET CASH FOR 
CARS/TRUCKS!!! All 
Makes/Models 2000-
2016! Top $$$ Paid! 

Any Condition! Used 
or wrecked. Running 
or Not. Free Towing! 

Call For 
Offer: 1- 888-417-

9150. (Cal-SCAN)

AUTOS WANTED/LUXURY

KILL AD - DO NOT 
RUN

WANTED! Old Porsche 

356/911/912 for restoration 

by hobbyist 1948-1973 Only. 

Any condition, top $ paid 

707 965-9546  (Cal-SCAN)

CABLE/SATELLITE 
TV

  

Switch to DIRECTV. Lock 

in 2-Year Price Guarantee 

($50/month) w/AT&T Wire-

less. Over 145 Channels 

PLUS Popular Movie Net-

works for Three Months, 

No Cost! Call 1- 800-

385-9017 (Cal-SCAN)

  

DISH TV - BEST DEAL 

EVER! Only $39.99/mo. Plus 

$14.99/mo. Internet (where 

avail.) FREE Streaming. 

FREE Install (up to 6 rooms.) 

FREE HD-DVR. Call 1-

800-357-0810 (Cal-SCAN)

FINANCIAL SERVICES

  

SOCIAL SECURITY 
DISABILITY BEN-
EFITS. Unable to 

work? Denied ben-
efits? We Can Help! 
WIN or Pay Nothing! 
Contact Bill Gordon 

& Associates at 
1-800-

966-1904 to start your ap-

plication today! (Cal-SCAN)

H E A L T H / F I T N E S S

  

ELIMINATE CELLU-
LITE and Inches in 
weeks! All natural. 

Odor free. Works for 
men or women.  Free 
month supply on se-
lect packages. Order 

now! 844-703-
9774. (Cal-SCAN)

H E A L T H / M E D I C A L

NEW AD -   

OXYGEN - Anytime.  Any-

where.  No tanks to refill.  

No deliveries.  The  All-New 

Inogen One G4 is only 2.8 

pounds!  FAA approved! 

FREE info kit: 844-359-

3976. (Cal-SCAN)

  

VIAGRA and CIALIS US-

ERS! Cut your drug costs! 

SAVE $$! 50 Pills for $99.00. 

FREE Shipping! 100% 

Guaranteed and Discreet. 

CALL 1-800-624-9105 (Cal-

S C A N )

  

Stop OVERPAYING for 

your prescriptions! SAVE! 

Call our licensed Cana-

dian and International phar-

macy, compare prices and 

get $25.00 OFF your first 

prescription! CALL 1-800-

273-0209 Promo Code 

CDC201625. (Cal-SCAN)

  

Got Knee Pain? Back 

Pain? Shoulder Pain? Get 

a pain-relieving brace -little 

or NO cost to you. Medi-

care Patients Call Health 

Hotline Now! 1- 800-796-

5091 (Cal-SCAN)

 

HELP WANTED
  

Sales RepresentativCali-

fornia Trade Association 

located in Sacramento 

is seeking someone with 

strong knowledge for Ad-

vertising, print, digital and 

social media solutions, 

great with detail, an amaz-

ing attitude, and a passion 

for selling content and in-

tegrated partnerships. 3-5 

years experience a plus. 

We offer a competitive 

base salary, commission 

and bonus plan, along with 

great benefit package. 

Email Resume and Sal-

ary History to jobs@cnpa.

com. EOE (Cal-SCAN)

HOME SECURITY

  

Protect your home with 

fully customizable secu-

rity and 24/7 monitoring 

right from your smartphone. 

Receive up to $1500 in 

equipment, free (restrictions

 apply). Call 1-800-

918-4119 (Cal-SCAN)

 

INSURANCE/HEALTH
  

Lowest Prices on Health 

& Dental Insurance. We 

have the best rates from 

top companies! Call Now! 

888-989-4807. (Cal-SCAN)

LAND FOR SALE/

OUT OF STATNEW 

AD -   WEEK OF 01/15

NORTHERN AZ WIL-
DERNESS RANCH 

$236 MONTH - Quiet 
& secluded 37 acre 

off the grid self-suffi-
ciency ranch bor-

dering 640 wooded 
acres of State Trust 

lands at cool clear 6,200’ 

elevation. Minutes from his-

toric pioneer town & fish-

ing lake. True wilderness 

with free roaming wildlife, 

no urban noise & dark 

sky nights. Blend of ever-

green woodlands & grassy 

meadows with sweeping 

views across surround-

ing uninhabited wilderness 

mountains and valleys. 

Abundant groundwater, 

rich loam garden soil & 

maintained road access. 

Camping and RV use ok. 

$27,500, $2,750 dn. with no 

qualifying seller financing. 

FREE BROCHURE with 

additional property descrip-

tions, prices, photos, topo 

map, weather chart, area 

info. 1st United Realty 

800.966.6690. (Cal-SCAN) 

LEGAL SERVICES
  

Xarelto users have you had 

complications due to inter-

nal bleeding (after Janu-

ary 2012)? If so, you MAY 

be due financial compen-

sation. If you don’t have 

an attorney, CALL In-

juryfone today! 1-800-

425-4701. (Cal-SCAN)

Under Legal Services - 

e .

  

 

DID YOU KNOW Infor-

mation is power and con-

tent is King? Do you need 

timely access to public no-

tices and remain relevant 

in today’s hostile business 

climate? Gain the edge 

with California Newspaper 

Publishers Association new 

innovative website capub-

licnotice.com and check 

out the FREE One-Month 

Trial Smart Search Fea-

ture. For more informa-

tion call Cecelia @ (916) 

288-6011 or www.capub-

licnotice.com (Cal-SCAN)

 

MEDICAL SUPPLIES/
EQUIPMENT

  

Safe Step Walk-In Tub! 

Alert for Seniors. Bath-

room falls can be fatal. Ap-

proved by Arthritis Founda-

tion. Therapeutic Jets. Less 

Than 4 Inch Step-In. Wide 

Door. Anti-Slip Floors. Ameri-

can Made. Installation In-

cluded. Call 800-799-4811 

for $750 Off. (Cal-SCAN)

MISCELLANEOUS
  SAWMILLS from only 

$4397.00- MAKE & SAVE 

MONEY with your own 

bandmill- Cut lumber any 

dimension. In stock ready to 

ship! FREE Info/DVD: 

www.NorwoodSawmi l l s .

com 1-800-578-1363 

Ext.300N (Cal-SCAN)

MISCELLANEOUS 
FOR SAL  

HOME BREAK-INS take 

less than 60 SECONDS. 

Don’t wait!  Protect your 

family, your home, your as-

sets NOW for as little as 

70¢ a day! Call 855-404-

7601(Cal-SCAN)
PERSONALS-ADULT
  

Meet singles right now! No 

paid operators, just real 

people like you. Browse 

greetings, exchange mes-

sages and connect live. 

Try it free. Call now: 800-

945-3392. (Cal-SCAN)

REAL ESTATPlace this house 

ad under Real Estate & Run 

e - Thank you!

 

  

DID YOU KNOW Informa-

tion is power and content is 

King? Do you need timely 

access to public notices 

and remain relevant in to-

day’s highly competitive 

market? Gain an edge 

with California Newspa-

per Publishers Associa-

tion new innovative website 

capublicnotice.com and 

check out the Smart Search 

Feature. For more informa-

tion call Cecelia @ (916) 

288-6011 or www.capub-

licnotice.com (Cal-SCAN)

SENIOR LIVING

  

A PLACE FOR MOM. 
The nation’s largest 
senior living referral 
service. Contact our 
trusted,local experts 
today! Our service is 
FREE/no obligation. 

CALL 1-
800-550-4822. (Cal-SCAN)

TAX SERVICES

  

Do you owe over $10,000 

to the IRS or State in back 

taxes?  Our firm works to 

reduce the tax bill or zero 

it out completely FAST. 

Call now 855-993-5796 

( C a l - S C A N )
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County, is a SCAQMD board 
member.  She supported the 
amendments, but respected the 
board’s final decision, stating 
it was a “compromise.”

“ I n  m y  p o l i c y m a k i n g 
experience, if you can come 
up with amended language 
t h a t  e v e r y o n e  f i n d s  s o m e 
fault with, you’ve probably 
threaded the needle as best as 
you can,” Mitchell said before 
the vote. “What I am not okay 
with is serving on AQMD is 
making no decision. Why be 

here? We have a responsibility 
to do all that we can to get us 
on a path to cleaner air.”

T h e  r u l e s  p r o p o s e d  b y 
AQMD, Rule 1111 and Rule 
1121, aim to reduce nitrogen 
oxide (NOx) emissions from 
na tu ra l  gas - f i r ed  fu rnaces 
and water heaters.

R u l e  1 1 1 1  a n d  R u l e 
1 1 2 1  w e r e  d e s i g n e d  t o 
c o n t r o l  a i r  p o l l u t i o n , 
p a r t i c u l a r l y  e m i s s i o n s  o f 
nitrogen oxides (NOx).

T w o  d a y s  b e f o r e  t h e 
G o v e r n i n g  B o a r d ’s  v o t e , 
g u b e r n a t o r i a l  c a n d i d a t e 

A n t o n i o  V i l l a r a i g o s a 
a s k e d  S C A Q M D  t o 
reject the two rules.

Villaraigosa expressed his 
c o n c e r n s  d u r i n g  a  Z o o m 
call with the Cost of Living 
Council, a Southern California 
organization that also opposes 
t h e  r u l e s .  V i l l a r a i g o s a 
s a i d  t h e  r e g u l a t i o n s  a r e 
difficult to understand.

“Let me be clear, I’ve been 
a  b ig  suppor te r  o f  AQMD 
over the decades. I have been 
a believer and a fighter on 
the issue of climate change 
my entire life,” Villaraigosa 

said. “But there is no question 
that  what  is  going on now 
just doesn't make sense. We 
are engaging in regulations 
t ha t  a r e  pu t  on  t he  backs 
of  working famil ies ,  small 
businesses,  and the middle 
class, and we don’t have the 
grid for all this.”

Rules 1111 and 1121 would 
also establish manufacturer 
r e q u i r e m e n t s  f o r  t h e  s a l e 
of space and water heating 
units that meet low-NOx and 
zero-NOx emission standards 
t h a t  c h a n g e  o v e r  t i m e , 
according to SCAQMD.

T h e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  a l s o 
include a mitigation fee for 
N O x - e m i t t i n g  u n i t s ,  w i t h 
an  op t ion  to  pay  a  h igher 
mitigation fee if manufacturers 
s e l l  m o r e  l o w - N O x  w a t e r 
heating and space units.

Proponents of the proposed 
rules say the fees are designed 
to  incent iv ize  ac t ions  tha t 
reduce emissions.

M i c h a e l  B u s t a m a n t e , 
Executive Director and Board 
Chair of the Latino Consumer 
Federation,  refers to Rules 
1111 and 1121 as expensive 
“misguided rules” that would 

put more financial pressure on 
homeowners and renters.

Bustamante is a member of 
the Cost of Living Council, 
which consists of 75 social 
justice, affordable housing, 
landlord, tenant, and senior 
living advocates.

“We formed not  only to 
help galvanize community 
leaders  but  a l so  to  make 
c l e a r  f ro m  a  c o m m u n i t y 
standpoint that these rules 
will cause significant harm 
to renters and homeowners 
alike,” Bustamante said.

Protection Committee.

According to Bauer-Kahan, 
the hearing was organized to 
discuss a unique set of problems 
connected to the development 
and deployment of AI, which 
she says is increasing existing 
inequalities and creating new 
forms of discrimination.

“Our  pane l i s t s ’ powerfu l 
t e s t imony  showed  u s  t ha t 
A I  t r a i n e d  o n  i n c o m p l e t e 
o r  b i a s e d  d a t a ,  t h a t  i s n ' t 
a d e q u a t e l y  r e v i e w e d  a n d 
moni to red ,  can  perpe tua te 
existing health disparities,” 
Bauer-Kahan said. “When the 
datasets that power these tools 
fail  to reflect  the diversity 
of California’s communities, 
t h e i r  f a i l u r e  i s n ’ t  j u s t 
technical – it’s moral.”

For nearly three hours at the 
Capitol Swing Space Annex, 
members of both committees 
hosted three panels, featuring 
p h y s i c i a n s ,  r e s e a r c h e r s , 
and data analysts.

The participants addressed 

concerns about the regulation 
o f  AI ,  sha red  ideas  abou t 
m i n i m i z i n g  h a r m  a n d 
e x p l o r e d  w a y s  t h e  s t a t e 
can  con t inue  to  gu ide  the 
development of health care 
GenAI technologies.

Three topic  areas  f ramed 
t h e  p a n e l  d i s c u s s i o n s : 
“How is GenAI Being Used 
i n  H e a l t h  C a r e  N o w  a n d 
What’s on the Horizon,”

t h e  C h a l l e n g e s  a n d 
P o l i c y  I m p l i c a t i o n s 
f o r  C a l i f o r n i a , ”  a n d 
“Stakeholder Perspectives.”

A m o n g  t h e  c h a l l e n g e s 
the panelis ts  discussed are 
the inherent  racial ,  e thnic, 
and gender biases in GenAI 
m o d e l s ;  h o w  t o  e n s u r e 
safety and effectiveness; the 
p r o b l e m s  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h 
cost  and affordabil i ty;  and 
b a r r i e r s  t o  i m p l e m e n t i n g 
accountable governance.

D r.  Z i a d  O b e r m e y e r ,  a 
physician and researcher at 
UC Berkeley School of Public 
Health, said there needs to be 
more accountability in AI.

Obermeyer shared that he 
and other researchers a few 

years  ago ident i f ied racia l 
bias “in a widely used family 
of algorithms used across the 
country in health systems,” he 
said. The tools were supposed 
to identify patients who were 
high risk and help get them 
medical assistance.

“Instead of predicting who 
i s  s i c k ,  t h o s e  a l g o r i t h m s 
p r e d i c t e d  w h o  w a s  g o i n g 
to generate high healthcare 
costs,” Obermeyer said. “It 
turns out that patients who 
are Black or poor, rural, or 
less educated often don’t get 
care when they need it, so they 
cost less. Not because they 
are healthier but because they 
are underserved.”

Several pieces of legislation 
focused on AI and healthcare 
have already been signed into 
law in California.

O t h e r s  a r e  m a k i n g  t h e i r 
w a y  t h r o u g h  t h e  S t a t e 
Legislature. They include:

Senate Bill (SB) 503 – Health 
C a r e  S e r v i c e s :  A r t i f i c i a l 
Inte l l igence –  authored by 
CLBC chair Sen. Akilah Weber 
Pierson, proposes requiring 
developers of AI models or 

systems used in heal thcare 
se t t ings  to  t es t  fo r  b iased 
impacts in output to ensure 
equi table  t rea tment  across 
diverse patient populations.

SB 503 was expedited on 
the Senate f loor  and taken 
up  fo r  a  vo te  on  May  29 . 
The measure passed with a 
38-0 floor vote, that included 
nine Republicans voting in 
favor of the bill.

Assembly Bill (AB) 3030 - 
Authored by Assemblymember 
Lisa Calderon (D-Whittier), 
th is  leg is la t ion ,  s igned by 
the Gov. Newsom last year, 
t o o k  e f f e c t  o n  J a n .  1 .  I t 
r e q u i r e s  h e a l t h  f a c i l i t i e s , 
clinics, doctors’ offices, and 
group practices to disclose 
when they have used GenAI 
t o  c o m m u n i c a t e  c l i n i c a l 
i n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t  h e a l t h 
status to patients.

AB 489 -- Bonta introduced 
this bil l  during the current 
legislative session, AB 489, that 
will protect Californians from 
AI systems that misrepresent 
t h e m s e l v e s  a s  n u r s e s  a n d 
h e a l t h  p r o f e s s i o n a l s .  t h e 
Assembly approved the bill 

with a 79-0 vote on June 2. It 
has now moved to the Senate 
for consideration.

A B  4 8 9  w i l l  p r o v i d e 
regulators  the  author i ty  to 
enforce “t i t le  protections,” 
Bonta said, against those who 
develop or deploy AI systems 
that claim to be licensed or 
certified health professionals.

“ A s  s t a t e  l a w m a k e r s , 
I  b e l i e v e  w e  h a v e  a 
responsibility to pay attention 
to all of these developments, 
ask these questions, and

help guide the technology in 
ways that maximize benefit 
to Californians and minimize 
harm, that  is  e thical ,  safe , 
effective, free from bias, and 
he lp fu l  ve r sus  ha rmfu l  t o 
the work of our clinicians. 
Th i s  i s  wha t  Ca l i fo rn i ans 
expect of us, and it's what they 
deserve,” Bonta said.

AB 1064  –  Accord ing  to 
Bauer-Kahan, who authored 
AB 1064 or the Leading Ethical 
A I  D eve lopmen t  f o r  K ids 
(LEAD) Act – the legislation 
t a k e s  o n  o n e  o f  t h e  m o s t 
urgent challenges in today’s 
health-tech landscape: the use 

of AI on and around children.

The LEAD Act  would  be 
the f i rs t  oversight  body of 
its kind, according to Bauer-
Kahan’s off ice.  The bi l l  is 
des igned  to  requi re  safe ty 
a s s e s s m e n t s ,  p r o h i b i t  t h e 
most dangerous technologies, 
and provide protect ion for 
chi ldren’s  pr ivacy through 
t r anspa rency  and  pa ren ta l 
consent. The measure passed 
w i t h  a  5 9 - 1 2  v o t e  i n  t h e 
Assembly on June 2.

AB 1064 wi l l  cont ro l  AI 
systems used by or targeted 
at children because “There is 
no innovation more important 
than  the  heal th  and safe ty 
o f  o u r  c h i l d r e n , ”  B a u e r -
Kahan said during one of the 
committee hearings.

“This joint informational 
hearing reaffirmed my belief 
t h a t  A I  h o l d s  e n o r m o u s 
p r o m i s e  t o  e m p o w e r 
c l i n i c i a n s  a n d  i m p r o v e 
heal thcare ,”  Baur-Kahan 
stated. “Policymakers and 
healthcare institutions must 
develop guardrails to ensure 
t h e s e  t o o l s  a r e  e t h i c a l , 
inclusive, and accountable.”

A.I 
Continued from page 1

Air Quality
Continued from page 1

c l a s s e s  o f  m e d i c a t i o n s , 

such as GLP-1 drugs.

T h e s e  m e d i c a t i o n s  a r e 

proving to be effective not 

just at managing obesity, but 

at reducing downstream health 

conditions and costs. A recent 

workforce analysis from Aon 

found that individuals using 

GLP-1s  saw a  measurab le 

r e d u c t i o n  i n  h e a l t h c a r e 

spending, which could also 

r e s u l t  i n  p o t e n t i a l  g a i n s 

in  p roduc t iv i ty  and  f ewer 

workdays lost to illness.

H o w e v e r,  t h i s  i s n ’ t  j u s t 

a b o u t  c o s t  c o n t a i n m e n t , 

i t’s about transforming our 

healthcare system into one 

that provides quality, equity-

centered care for everyone. 

The state’s proposed budget 

will cut GLP-1 coverage under 

Medi-Cal, effectively denying 

access to these treatments for 

low-income and vulnerable 

Californians. At a time when 

w e  s h o u l d  b e  e x p a n d i n g 

healthcare access, the pending 

budget cuts will harm many

C a l i f o r n i a n s  a n d  t h e i r 

ability to live long, healthy 

lives, and it sends the wrong 

message about who we are 

and what we value.

While Black Californians 

represent  about  7% of  the 

t o t a l  M e d i - C a l  e n r o l l e e s , 

1 ,013,251of  them --  about 

50% of the state’s total Black 

population -- are enrolled in 

Medi-Cal. The budget cuts risk 

reinforcing the very inequities 

Ca l i fo rn i a  has  p l edged  to 

dismantle. And while it may 

promise short-term savings, 

the long-term costs -- medical, 

economic, and human lives 

-- will far overshadow them.

C a l i f o r n i a  h a s  l o n g 

positioned itself as a leader in 

public health and health equity 

and we cannot retreat from 

being that beacon now. Instead 

of cutting access to healthcare 

s e r v i c e s  a n d  t r e a t m e n t s 

l i k e  o b e s i t y  m e d i c a t i o n s , 

we  should  be  inves t ing  in 

scalable, community-driven 

solutions that address the root 

causes of health disparities.

S t a t e  l a w m a k e r s  m u s t 

protect  Medi-Cal  coverage 

a n d  p r e e m p t  t h e  r i s k  o f 

escalating costs and poorer 

heal th  outcomes and focus 

on  d isease  prevent ion  and 

progression. Effective obesity 

treatments can be a solution. 

Equ i ty,  p r even t ion ,  and  a 

l o n g - t e r m  v i s i o n  s h o u l d 

gu ide  our  budge t  cho ices , 

not short-term savings that 

come at the cost of our most 

vulnerable communities.

At such a critical moment 

for Americans’ healthcare 

at both the federal and state 

leve ls ,  Cal i fornia  e lected 

officials need to do the right 

thing and support coverage 

for anti-obesity medication, 

and protect Medi-Cal.

Obesity
Continued from page 1

control of the situation and 

deescalate rising tensions.

“Don’t take the bait. Remain 

peaceful. Peace is our power,” 

she posted on Facebook.

McKinnor also blasted the 

f e d s  f o r  d e t a i n i n g  D a v i d 

Huerta, a popular labor leader 

and president of the Service 

E m p l o y e e s  I n t e r n a t i o n a l 

U n i o n  ( S E I U ) ,  w h o  w a s 

documenting the raids.

“ T h e  a c t i o n s  b y  t h i s 

federal government are un-

American,” wrote McKinnor 

in a statement. “We demand is 

immediate release and an end

to the terror being inflicted 

on communities across L.A. 

County by this administration.”

A c c o r d i n g  t o  Ya s m e e n 

Pit ts ,  a  Homeland Security 

I n v e s t i g a t i o n s  d i v i s i o n 

s p o k e s p e r s o n ,  4 4  p e o p l e 

have been detained in arrests 

related to the protests.

P i t t s  s a i d  I C E  a g e n t s 

t a r g e t e d  t h r e e  l o c a t i o n s 

i n  c e n t r a l  L o s  A n g e l e s 

t h e y  a c c u s e  o f  h a r b o r i n g 

undocumented immigrants.

The Black Caucus statement 

called the violent arrest  of 

community leaders leading 

protests against the raids “a tool 

in the authoritarian playbook.”

“ N o  p e r s o n  o r  f a m i l y, 

regardless of origin, deserves 

to be the target of the terror 

be ing  in f l i c t ed  ac ross  the 

country in this moment,” the 

statement continued.

On  June  7 ,  B i l l  Essay l i , 

U.S. Attorney for the Central 

District of California, posted 

on X, “federal agents arrested 

over a dozen agitators today 

w h o  i m p e d e d  a g e n t s  i n 

their ability to conduct law 

enforcement operations.”

“ W e  w i l l  c o n t i n u e 

t o  a r r e s t  a n y o n e  w h o 

interferes with federal  law 

enforcement,” he added.

L . A .  M a y o r  K a r e n  B a s s 

thanked local law enforcement 

for keeping the peace in the city.

T h i s  i s  a  d i f f i c u l t  t i m e 

for our city. As we recover 

f r o m  a n  u n p r e c e d e n t e d 

n a t u r a l  d i s a s t e r ,  m a n y  i n 

our  community are  feel ing 

fear following recent federal 

i m m i g r a t i o n  e n f o r c e m e n t 

actions across Los Angeles 

County.  Repor t s  o f  unres t 

outs ide  the  c i ty,  including 

i n  P a r a m o u n t ,  a r e  d e e p l y 

concerning,” posted Bass on X.

“We’ve been in direct contact 

with officials in Washington, 

D.C. and are working closely 

with law enforcement to find 

the best path forward.

Everyone has the right to 

peacefu l ly  pro tes t ,  bu t  le t 

me  be  c lear :  v io lence  and 

destruction are unacceptable, 

and those responsible will be 

held accountable,” she added.

O n  J u n e  8 ,  t h e  T r u m p 

a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  d e p l o y e d 

2,000 National Guard troops 

t o  L o s  A n g e l e s  t o  q u e l l 

anti-ICE protests.

N e w s o m  c a l l e d  t h e 

decision “deranged.”

“As the federal government 

c o n d u c t s  c h a o t i c 

immigration sweeps across 

th e  coun try,  th e  s ta t e  i s 

deploying additional CHP 

to maintain safety on Los 

Angeles highways to keep 

the peace,” wrote Newsom 

in  a  s tatement  posted  on 

X .  “ I t ' s  no t  the i r  j ob  to 

assist in federal immigration 

enforcement .  The federal 

g o v e r n m e n t  i s  s o w i n g 

chaos so they can have an 

excuse to escalate. That is 

not  the way any civi l ized 

country behaves.”

Ice Raids
Continued from page 1
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