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No Turning Back: 
California Black 

Caucus and ACLU 
Commit to Advancing 

Equity and Justice
Antonio Ray Harvey | California 
Black Media

Th e  C a l i f o r n i a 
L e g i s l a t i v e 
B l a c k  C a u c u s 
(CLBC) and the 

American Civ i l  Libert ies 
U n i o n  C a l i f o r n i a  A c t i o n 
(ACLU) joined hands to host 
a forum focused on equity 
and justice on Jan. 21.

Discuss ions  a t  the  even t 
e x p l o r e d  w h a t  t h e  S t a t e 
and  everyday Cal i forn ians 
can do to protect  famil ies , 
communities and individuals 
f r o m  i m p a c t s  o f  T r u m p 
administration policies that 
have already begun to threaten 
priorities important to them.

Titled “Advancing Equity 
a n d  J u s t i c e :  A  P o l i c y 
F o r u m , ”  t h e  m e e t i n g  w a s 
held at the Legislative Office 
B u i l d i n g  n e a r  t h e  S t a t e 
Capitol in Sacramento.

Secretary of State Shirley 

Weber,  Sen.  Akilah Weber-
Pierson (D-San Diego), and 
A C L U  A c t i o n  E x e c u t i v e 
D i r e c t o r  D a v i d  T r u j i l l o 
were the speakers.

“This is  the beginning of 
a journey. I want people to 

understand that this is not a 
quick-flash-in-the-pan kind 
of issue,” Weber said. “There 
wi l l  be  lo t s  o f  i s sues .  We 
wil l  probably hear  about  a 
n e w  i s s u e  e v e r y  d a y,  b u t 

Secretary of State Shirley Weber speaks at the "Advancing 
Equity and Justice Forum" on Jan. 22 at the Legislative 
Office Building in Sacramento. The forum was hosted by 
the California Legislative Black Caucus and the American 

Civil Liberties Union California Action.

Continued on page 7

Governor Approves 
$2.5B for Recovery 
as Sen. Smallwood-
Cuevas Links Fire 

Victims to Resources
Lila Brown | California Black 
Media

On Jan. 20, Sen. 
Lola Smallwood 
C u e v a s 
(D-Inglewood), 

a member of the California 
Legis lat ive  Black Caucus 
(CLBC), hosted a “listening 
s e s s i o n ”  a t  P a s a d e n a 
Church in Pasadena.

The event  was  sponsored 
b y  t h e  L o s  A n g e l e s 
Black Worker Center.

S m a l l w o o d - C u e v a s  w a s 
joined by Sen. Renée Pérez 
(D-Alhambra), the Rev. Kevin 
Manning and others  a t  the 
event that brought together 
Altadena residents affected 
by the fires, advocates, first 
r e s p o n d e r s  a n d  o t h e r s  t o 
discuss the road to recovery.

“Today’s listening session 
d rew nea r ly  200  Al t adena 
res idents ,  bus iness  owners 
and community leaders, who 
received on-site guidance from 

rep re sen t a t i ve s  o f  FEMA, 
the  Ca l i fo rn ia  Governor ’s 
Office of Emergency Services 
(CalOES),  the  CA Dept  of 
I n s u r a n c e ,  A m e r i c a n  R e d 
Cross ,  CA Dep t  o f  Soc i a l 
S e r v i c e s ,  a n d  C A B l a c k 
F r e e d o m  F u n d , ”  s a i d 
Smallwood-Cuevas.

“ B i g  s h o u t  o u t  t o  @

l a b l a c k w o r k e r c e n t e r  f o r 
s p o n s o r i n g  t h e  e v e n t , ’ 
S m a l l w o o d - C u e v a s  w r o t e 
on Facebook. “Let’s

continue to create safe spaces 
where Altadena residents can 
voice their needs and receive 
equal access to relief, recovery 
and rebuilding efforts.

Governor Gavin Newsom signs a bill  in Los Angeles 
a longs ide  e lec ted  o f f i c ia l s  and  government  l eaders , 

including Mayor Karen Bass, on Jan. 24..

Continued on page 7

California vs. Hate 
Aims to Improve 

Reporting in 
Rural Areas

Edward Henderson | California 
Black Media

In  M a y  o f  2 0 2 3 , 
California launched 
an anti-hate hotline 
a n d  r e s o u r c e 

n e t w o r k ,  C a l i f o r n i a  v s 
Hate ,  to  address  a  sharp 
rise in reported hate crimes 
targeting racial and ethnic 
minority populations. While 
data  has  shown reported 
inc idents  near ly  doubled 
s i n c e  2 0 1 9 ,  r u r a l  a r e a s 
of  Cal i fornia  cont inue to 
be underreported.

K e v i n  K i s h ,  D i r e c t o r  o f 
the California Civil  Rights 
D e p a r t m e n t ,  r e c e n t l y 
spoke  a t  an  E thn ic  Med ia 
Services webinar offering his 
observations and highlighting 
the importance of spreading 
the word about California vs. 
Hate’s resources.

“ T h a t  l a c k  o f  r e p o r t i n g 
out  of  rura l  a reas  i s  not  a 
good thing. And that lack of 
reporting out of rural areas of 
our state is also reflected in 
the Attorney General 's hate 
crime report,” Kish said.

“Many of these counties are 
reporting zero or very few hate 
crimes. We know that when 
people are afraid, when they 
feel isolated, it is unlikely for 
them to turn to government, 
at least not without a trusted 
intermediary, a trusted person 
or  o rganiza t ion  who he lps 
them do that,” he added.

The  i s sue  i s  pa r t i cu la r ly 

c o n c e r n i n g  f o r  B l a c k 
Cal i fo rn ians  as  increas ing 
numbers of Black individuals 
and families have moved from 
coastal cities and suburbs to 
exurbs rural areas over the last 
40 years in counties and inland 
areas,  including Riverside, 
San  Bernard ino ,  and  Kern 

In fact, some rural cities now have higher percentages 
of Blacks per capital than urban areas. For example, Rio 
Vista, a rural area in Solano County has a Black population 
of over 10% and Weed, a town in Siskiyou County, has a 

Black population of around 8%

Continued on page 7

California Atty. Gen 
Bonta Sues Trump 

Administration 
Over Birthright 

Citizenship Order
Antonio Ray Harvey | California 
Black Media

Ca l i f o r n i a 
A t t o r n e y 
G e n e r a l  R o b 
B o n t a ,  j o i n e d 

by 17 other state attorneys 
g e n e r a l ,  f i l e d  a  l a w s u i t 
today challenging the Trump 
administration's executive 
o r d e r  a i m e d  a t  e n d i n g 
birthright  c i t izenship for 
children born in the U.S. to 
non-lawful residents. 

The lawsuit asserts that the 
order violates the Fourteenth 
Amendment, which guarantees 
c i t i zensh ip  to  a l l  ch i ld ren 
born  on  U.S .  so i l ,  a  r igh t 
upheld by the U.S. Supreme 
C o u r t  i n  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  v. 
Wong Kim Ark (1898).

“The President’s executive 
order attempting to rescind 
b i r t h r i g h t  c i t i z e n s h i p  i s 
blatantly unconstitutional and 
quite frankly, un-American,” 
s a i d  B o n t a .  “ C a l i f o r n i a 
c o n d e m n s  t h e  P r e s i d e n t ’s 

attempts to erase history and 
ignore 125 years of Supreme 
C o u r t  p r e c e d e n t .  We  a r e 
asking a court to immediately 
block this order from taking 

e ffec t  and  ensure  tha t  the 

r i g h t s  o f  A m e r i c a n - b o r n 

children remain intact.”

The executive order would direct federal agencies to deny 
American-born children social security numbers, U.S. 
passports, and other citizenship benefits if their parents 
are not lawful residents. This policy would impact tens of 
thousands of children born annually in the U.S., potentially 
stripping them of their rights and eligibility for federal 
benefits like Social Security, Medicaid, and the Children’s 

Health Insurance Program.

Continued on page 7
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Trump Administration Rescinds 
Federal Funding Freeze After 
Court Ruling and Backlash

By Stacy M. Brown
NNPA Newswire Senior 
National Correspondent
@StacyBrownMedia

President  Donald 
T r u m p ’ s 
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n 
o n  We d n e s d a y 

r e s c i n d e d  a  P r o j e c t 
2025-inspired order that had 
abruptly frozen most federal 
grants and loans, a sweeping 
directive that threw social 
service programs like Head 
Start ,  s tudent  loans ,  and 
M e d i c a i d  i n t o  d i s a r r a y. 
The  in i t i a l  order,  i s sued 
earlier in the week, sparked 
widespread confusion and 
d i s r u p t i o n ,  p ro m p t i n g  a 
swift legal challenge. 

On Tuesday evening, a federal 
judge temporarily blocked the 
freeze,  and by Wednesday, 
the White House pulled back 
the directive altogether. The 
order ’s reversal  came after 
m o u n t i n g  p r e s s u r e  f r o m 
lawmakers, advocacy groups, 
and affected organizations. 
The  Whi te  House  ins i s t ed 
t h e  m o v e  w a s  i n t e n d e d 
t o  “ e n d  a n y  c o n f u s i o n ” 
f o l l o w i n g  t h e  c o u r t ’ s 
injunction, but critics called 
it a political miscalculation. 
S e n a t e  M i n o r i t y  L e a d e r 
C h u c k  S c h u m e r  s a i d  t h e 
administration backed down 
only because of public outcry. 
“ A m e r i c a n s  f o u g h t  b a c k , 
and  Donald  Trump backed 

o f f , ”  S c h u m e r  s a i d  i n  a 
statement. “Though the Trump 
administration failed in this 
tactic, it’s no secret that they 
will try to find another, and 
when they do, it will again be 
Senate Democrats there to call 
it out, fight back, and defend 
American families.”

However, the administration 
made clear that i ts  broader 
policies on federal funding 
remain intact. White House 
P r e s s  S e c r e t a r y  K a r o l i n e 
Leavitt wrote on X that this 
was “NOT a rescission of the 
federal funding freeze,” but 
rather a rollback of the memo 
itself to “end any confusion” 
created by the court’s ruling. 
“The President’s  executive 
o rde r s  on  f ede ra l  fund ing 
r e m a i n  i n  f u l l  f o r c e  a n d 
effect and will be rigorously 
implemented,” she added. The 
initial freeze caused immediate 
u n c e r t a i n t y,  p a r t i c u l a r l y 
i n  Wa s h i n g t o n ,  D . C . ,  a n d 
Repub l i can - l ean ing  s t a t e s 
heav i ly  r e l i an t  on  f ede ra l 
funds. Throughout Tuesday, 
the White House attempted 
t o  c l a r i f y  e x e m p t i o n s —
such as  Medicaid—but  the 
d a m a g e  h a d  a l r e a d y  b e e n 
done .  Repor ts  sur faced  by 
p e o p l e  a n d  o rg a n i z a t i o n s 
u n a b l e  t o  a c c e s s  c r i t i c a l 
federal resources, heightening 
concerns about the real-world 
impact of the freeze.

The legal challenge that led 
to the order ’s reversal  was 

filed by Democracy Forward, 
a progressive nonprofit, which 
argued that the directive was 
an unconstitutional overreach 
that endangered millions of 
Americans. “While we hope 
this will enable millions of 
people in communities across 
the country to breathe a sigh 
of  re l ie f ,  we  condemn the 
Trump-Vance administration’s 
harmful and callous approach 
of unleashing chaos and harm 
on  the  Amer i can  peop le , ” 
s a i d  S k y e  P e r r y m a n ,  t h e 
o rgan iza t ion ’s  CEO.  “Our 
team will continue to bring 
swift legal actions to protect 
t h e  A m e r i c a n  p e o p l e  a n d 
will use the legal process to 
ensure that federal funding 
is restored.” The uncertainty 
caused by the administration’s 
actions drew sharp criticism 
from organizations that rely 
on federal assistance. Melicia 
W h i t t - G l o v e r ,  e x e c u t i v e 
di rector  of  the  Counci l  on 
Black Health, warned that the 
confus ion threa tens  heal th 
programs serving historically 
marginal ized communit ies . 
“While the Council on Black 
Heal th  i s  no t  fu l ly  re l ian t 
o n  f e d e r a l  f u n d i n g ,  m a n y 
o f  o u r  p a r t n e r s  a r e ,  a n d 
they  now face  d i s rup t ions 
that threaten their ability to 
continue their vital work. This 
impacts the communities we 
serve and exacerbates health 
inequities,” she said.

T h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ’ s 

actions have drawn scrutiny 
given the financial reliance 
o f  R e p u b l i c a n - l e a n i n g 
s t a t e s  o n  f e d e r a l  a i d .  A 
MoneyGeek analysis found 
that seven of the 10 states 
most dependent on federal 
funding lean Republ ican, 
receiving an average of $1.24 
for every dollar contributed, 
whi le  b lue  s ta tes  rece ive 
$ 1 . 1 4 .  N e w  M e x i c o ,  a 
Democratic- leaning state , 
saw the highest return on 
federal  spending at  $3.42 
per dollar contributed, while 
De laware  had  the  lowes t 
a t  $0 .46 .  Pub l i c  C i t i zen , 
a  g o v e r n m e n t  w a t c h d o g 
group, called the original 
f r e e z e  a n  u n n e c e s s a r y 
c r i s i s  t h a t  h a r m e d 

vulnerable Americans. “The 
incompetence and cruelty of 
this order caused nationwide 
confusion and anxiety,  as 
across the country regular 
Americans spoke out about 
the human impacts—the loss 
of jobs, essential services, 
and harms to children among 
m a n y  o t h e r  v u l n e r a b l e 
p o p u l a t i o n s , ”  s a i d  L i s a 
G i l b e r t ,  c o - p re s i d e n t  o f 
t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n .  “ T h e 
W h i t e  H o u s e  o v e r p l a y e d 
their hand as  they levied 
this Project 2025-inspired 
o r d e r  a n d  m a d e  i t  c l e a r 
that they want to sow chaos 
and gut programs that help 
families .  We wil l  keep up 
the fight to make sure that 
does not happen.”

President Donald Trump’s administration on Wednesday 
rescinded a Project 2025 inspired order that had abruptly 
frozen most federal grants and loans, a sweeping directive 
that threw social service programs like Head Start, student 

loans, and Medicaid into disarray.
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HBCUs In Jeopardy of Losing 
Funding for Black Cultural Studies

By April Ryan

De m o c r a t i c 
North Carolina 

C o n g r e s s w o m a n  A l m a 

A d a m s  a d d r e s s e d   t h e 

Executive Order to pause 

federal loans and grants. 

There is an overwhelming 

concern in the Historically 

Black College and University 

communi ty  tha t  many  key 

p rograms  focused  on  race 

and equity will be impacted. 

Adams,  a  ranking  member 

o f  a  House  Subcommi t t ee 

on Higher Education and the 

Founder and Co-Chair of the 

B icamera l  HBCU Caucus , 

issued a statement to Black 

P res s  USA once  a  f ede ra l 

judge  temporar i ly  b locked 

Pres ident  Trump’s  funding 

freeze. Adams, whose state 

houses 11 HBCUs, the largest 

number in any given state, 

believes,  “President Trump 

i s  d i s m a n t l i n g  e q u i t y  i n 

education with the stroke of 

a pen by rescinding federal 

initiatives for MSIs.”   HBCUs 

a r e  two  hund red  yea r  o ld 

institutions that are one of the 

largest segments of this nation 

to create the Black middle 

class.   Adams passionately 

expressed, “he’s [President 

Tr u m p ]  j e o p a r d i z i n g  t h e 

futures of countless students.”

A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  Tr u m p 

White  House,  the  pause  is 

meant as a review period for 

federal  loans and grants to 

organizations and agencies.  A 

White House official told this 

reporter  Historically Black 

Co l l eges  and  Un ive r s i t i e s 

are fine. However, if African 

A m e r i c a n  H i s t o r y  a n d  o r 

Woke programs are  taught 

w i t h  f e d e r a l  f u n d s ,  t h o s e 

monies will be extracted from 

the school and or program.  

Wa l t e r  K i m b r o u g h ,  t h e 

Interim President of Talladega 

C o l l e g e  e x c l u s i v e l y  t o l d 

Black Press USA the initial 

announcement of the funding 

freeze “was a shock to the 

H B C U  c o m m u n i t y,  w h i c h 

has continued to enjoy broad, 

bipartisan support.”   However 

h e  s h a r p l y  q u e s t i o n e d , 

“how can you be an HBCU 

wi thou t  Af r i can  Amer ican 

history?” “The terms of the 

executive order is 90 days… 

It is a review process to say 

tha t  there  i s  d i sc re t ionary 

spending….  to  a  con t rac t , 

t o  a  n o n  g o v e r n m e n t a l 

organization.”  Trump White 

House Deputy Chief of Staff 

for Policy Stephen Miller also 

gave the press an example of 

teaching “critical race theory” 

which he says would lose the 

federal funding.   “The  pause 

on the federal loans and grants 

wi l l  involve  “a  pol i t ica l ly 

appointed individual… who 

simply reviews and approves 

the expenditure so that  we 

have democratic control over 

the operations of government,” 

emphasized Miller who further 

acknowledge “ th is  doesn’t 

impac t  any  p rog rams  tha t 

Americans rely on.”  

Adams, a former alumna of 

North Carolina A and T and a 

former professor of an HBCU 

believes this examination of 

federal funding is ”putting 

HBCUs, which are already 

underfunded but  v i ta l  to 

our communities,  directly 

in harm’s way.” Meanwhile, 

Kimbrough wants the 111 

Presidents of the nation’s 

Historically Black Colleges 

and Universities to meet with 

President Trump detailing, 

“we are eager to meet with 

t h e  n e w  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n 

t o  r e m i n d  t h e m  o f  t h e 

consequential role HBCUs 

make to our nation, and to 

so l i c i t  the ir  support  and 

further investment.”

HBCUs are two hundred year old institutions that are one 
of the largest segments of this nation to create the Black 
middle class. Adams passionately expressed, “he’s [President 

Trump] jeopardizing the futures of countless students.”

U.S. Rep Kevin Kiley Introduces Bill 
to Prevent California From Providing 

Medi-Cal to Illegal Immigrants
Edward  Henderson  and 

C h a r l e n e  M u h a m m a d  | 

California Black Media 

President Donald 
Trump's sweeping 
executive actions 
on  immigrat ion 

a n d  m a s s  d e p o r t a t i o n s 

on his  f irst  day in off ice, 

Rep.  Kevin Kiley (R-CA-

3)  unvei led a proposal  to 

limit Medicaid benefits for 

undocumented immigrants. 

H i s  “ N o  M e d i c a i d  f o r 

I l l e g a l  I m m i g r a n t s  A c t ” 

s e e k s  t o  p r e v e n t  s t a t e s 

f ro m  u s i n g  b o t h  f e d e r a l 

and state Medicaid funds 

t o  p r o v i d e  h e a l t h c a r e 

services to undocumented 

residents, with an exception 

for emergency care.

K i l e y ,  w h o  r e p r e s e n t s 

Northern California’s largest 

c o n g r e s s i o n a l  d i s t r i c t  b y 

geography,  argued that  the 

bi l l  would save Cal i fornia 

t a x p a y e r s  b i l l i o n s  o f 

dollars annually.

“ T h i s  c o m m o n - s e n s e 

l e g i s l a t i o n  e n s u r e s  t h a t 

taxpayer-funded healthcare 

b e n e f i t s  a r e  p r e s e r v e d 

f o r  t h o s e  w h o  l a w f u l l y 

q u a l i f y,  p r i o r i t i z i n g  t h e 

needs of American cit izens 

a n d  l e g a l  r e s i d e n t s  w h i l e 

promoting fairness and fiscal 

responsibility,” stated Kiley 

in a press release.

T h e  b i l l  c o m e s  o n  t h e 

heels  of  Cal i fornia’s  2024 

e x p a n s i o n  o f  M e d i - C a l , 

which extended heal thcare 

coverage to all undocumented 

immig ran t s ,  add ing  abou t 

750,000 adults ages 26

to 49 to the state’s health 

program. Medicaid,  a  joint 

federal  and s ta te  program, 

p rov ides  hea l th  i n su rance 

to low-income individuals , 

i n c l u d i n g  t h e  e l d e r l y , 

disabled, and children.

The proposal has garnered 

significant attention regarding 

the state’s move to broaden 

h e a l t h c a r e  a c c e s s .  W h i l e 

s u p p o r t e r s  a rg u e  t h e  b i l l 

is  necessary to curb costs , 

critics, including healthcare 

a d v o c a t e s ,  c o n t e n d  t h a t 

restricting Medicaid access 

c o u l d  h a r m  v u l n e r a b l e 

p o p u l a t i o n s  a n d  i n c r e a s e 

emergency care costs.

Kiley’s bill will likely face 

opposition in the U.S. Senate, 

w h e r e  D e m o c r a t s  h a v e 

generally supported more 

inclusive healthcare policies.

Asm. Mike Gipson Throws 
Hat in 2026 Race for Board 

of Equalization
Edward  Hender son  and 

C h a r l e n e  M u h a m m a d  | 

California Black Media

On  J a n .  2 1 , 

A s s e m b l y m e m b e r  M i k e 

Gipson (D-Carson) officially 

announced his  candidacy 

for the California Board of 

Equalization (BOE) District 

3 in the 2026 election. 

T h e  a n n o u n c e m e n t , 

accompanied by a statement, 

marks the start of a campaign 

that aims to tackle uncertainty 

re la ted  to  Cal i forn ia’s  tax 

system, said Gipson.

Gipson also emphasized the 
need for effective leadership 
in California, especially as the 
state faces challenges such as 
devastating wildfires and the 
potential impacts of a second 
Trump administration.

“ I t  i s  c r i t i c a l  t h a t  o u r 
s ta te  has  proven,  effect ive 
leaders who will be diligent 
watchdogs of California’s tax 
system,” said Gipson.

H e  a l s o  h i g h l i g h t e d  h i s 
e x t e n s i v e  b a c k g r o u n d  i n 
pub l i c  se rv ice ,  no t ing  h i s 
tenure as Assemblymember, 
C i t y  C o u n c i l m e m b e r,  a n d 
Po l i ce  Off i ce r,  wh ich  has 
shaped h is  commitment  to 
underserved communities.

Gipson says his campaign 
w i l l  f o c u s  o n  e n s u r i n g 
corporat ions  pay their  fa i r 
sha re  i n  t axes ,  p ro t ec t ing 
t axpaye r s ,  and  i nc r ea s ing 
transparency at the BOE.

“I’m running for the Board 
of Equalization to ensure our 
state has the resources needed 
t o  p rov ide  fo r  t he  s a f e ty, 
security, and prosperity of all 
Californians," Gipson said.

Gipson starts the race having 
raised $300,000 in funds and 
after receiving backing from 
local and statewide leaders, 
inc lud ing  Cal i fo rn ia  S ta te 
Controller Malia M. Cohen, 
who praised his track record 
as a public servant.

“ M i k e  h a s  f o u g h t 
f o r  C a l i f o r n i a n s  b y 
e n s u r i n g  u n p r e c e d e n t e d 
i nves tmen t s  i n  a f fo rdab l e 
housing,  s t rengthening our 
in f ra s t ruc tu re ,  r a i s ing  the 
minimum wage, and protecting 
taxpayers,” said Cohen.

O t h e r  e n d o r s e m e n t s 
i n c l u d e  f o r m e r  B o a r d 
o f  E q u a l i z a t i o n  c h a i r m a n 
Jerome Horton, Los Angeles 
Coun ty  Supe rv i so r  J an i ce 
Hahn, and Los Angeles City 
Councilmember Tim McOsker, 
w h o  a l l  p r a i s e d  G i p s o n ’s 
leadership and commitment 
to transparency and fairness.

Gipson has served in the 
Assembly  s ince  2014 and 

w a s  t h e  l o n g e s t - s e r v i n g 
Democratic Caucus Chair 
i n  C a l i f o r n i a  h i s t o r y . 

H e  c u r re n t l y  c h a i r s  t h e 
A s s e m b l y  R e v e n u e  a n d 
Taxation Committee.

He also highlighted his extensive background in public 
service ,  not ing  his  tenure  as  Assemblymember,  City 
Councilmember, and Police Officer, which has shaped his 

commitment to underserved communities.
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Merit Vs DEI
By April Ryan

“H e  [ P r e s i d e n t 
T r u m p ]  i s 
s a n c t i o n i n g …
e m p l o y m e n t 

discrimination,” says Marc 

Morial  the President  and 

CEO of the National Urban 

L e a g u e .  M o r i a l  s a i d  h e 

has talked to McDonald’s 

e x e c u t i v e s  w h o  re c e n t l y 

dropped their DEI efforts 

as well as Walmart and he 

s tepped of f  an  unoff ic ia l 

board of Facebook as they 

moved to end DEI without 

consulting with that board. 

M o r i a l  m a d e  t h e s e 

statements on the Black Press 

USA show Make  i t  P l a in . 

Make it  Plain He spoke on 

the cancellation of diversity 

equity and inclusion through 

a new executive order signed 

in the first days of this new 

Trump administration.

The Trump EO focuses on 

the word “merit” as the new 

hiring protocol. The definition 

of merit the administration is 

adhering to is people selected 

based on their ability. For the 

companies and federal agencies 

e m b r a c i n g  t h e  e x e c u t i v e 

order Moral expressed “we 

have to judge you on your 

resu l t s .”  Accord ing  to  the 

Urban League stats the current 

American workforce of those 

under the age of 40 is made up 

of more women than it is men. 

Also, the workforce under the 

age of 40 is half white and 

the other half is made up of 

nonwhite workers. “When you 

start excluding people from 

these  bus inesses  who wi l l 

do the work,” questioned the 

head of the rights group.

The National Urban League 

this  week led a roundtable 

discussion with other heads 

o f  c iv i l  r igh ts  g roups  and 

leaders from other racial ly 

d i v e r s e  c o m m u n i t i e s  o n 

t h e  c h a l l e n g e  o f  D E I  i n 

governmenta l  depar tments 

and private sector businesses. 

T h e  l e a d e r s  p a r t i c u l a r l y 

M o r i a l  w e r e  a n t i c i p a t i n g 

the  cancel la t ion of  DEI in 

the federal government and 

private sector business is not 

a surprise as “Project 2025 

telegraphed all these things 

would happen.” Morial has 

talked to companies who have 

publicly said they are walking 

away from DEI. “Some are 

trying to have it both ways… 

as some have stepped away 

[from DEI] completely. 

“When asked if the coalition 

of leaders would meet with 

Pres ident  Trump,  Moria l 

emphasized substance over 

a photo op saying, “we are 

not opposed to a meeting 

with the president, but it has 

got to be real.” Meanwhile, 

w h e n  i t  c o m e s  t o  B l a c k 

buying power, Morial told 

Black Press USA Thursday 

that the black buying power 

in  th i s  nat ion  i s  c lose  to 

“$2 trillion” and combined 

w i t h  o t h e r  m i n o r i t y 

groups it is $5 trillion” the 

Urban League also tallied 

the  most  purchased  i tem 

b y  B l a c k  c o n s u m e r s  i n 

this country, GRITS.

WE WILL NOT 
BE ERASED

BY JUIANNE MALVEAUX

The 47th President 
has attacked our 
government like 
a bull in a china 

shop. He is doing his best to 

upend precedent and policy, 

just as he promised. He has 

issued hundreds of executive 

orders, pardoned convicted 

c r i m i n a l s  ( i n c l u d i n g 

himself) ,  manipulated the 

t r u t h  t h ro u g h  w e b s i t e s , 

abol ished DEI (divers i ty, 

e q u i t y ,  a n d  i n c l u s i o n 

measures), placed hundreds 

o n  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  l e a v e , 

and caused more damage in 

just a few days than most 

do in a lifetime.

A d d i t i o n a l l y,  w h o l e s a l e 

deportations of undocumented 

people have shattered families, 

d i s r u p t e d  c o m m u n i t i e s , 

and  upended  in te rna t iona l 

relationships. Wow! The folks 

who chose to stay home during 

this election are regretting it. 

Some said he wouldn’t be “so 

bad,” but he has been worse 

than we could have imagined. 

Yet, this is what most voters—

at least  those who weren’t 

suppressed—chose.

T h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f 

D e fens e ,  w i th  i t s  z ea lous 

acolytes genuflecting at the 

President’s anti-DEI stance, 

decided to scrub references 

to the Tuskegee Airmen from 

Air  Force  t ra in ing  v ideos . 

Wi t h i n  d a y s ,  h i s  m o r a l l y 

compromised and marginally 

qualified Secretary of Defense 

r e v e r s e d  t h a t  d e c i s i o n , 

reinstating the videos. This is 

not cause for celebration. The 

fact that the anti-DEI forces 

now in power even attempted 

t o  e r a s e  h i s t o r y  p r o v e s 

they will continue trying to 

rewrite reali ty.  Erasing the 

Tuskegee Airmen is just the 

tip of the iceberg.

T h e s e  p e o p l e  a r e  s o 

audac ious  they  can  tu rn  a 

v iolent  insurrect ion in to  a 

benign Capitol tour—though 

who brings weapons and bear 

spray to a Capitol tour? The 

violent, rabid insurrectionists 

have been described by the 

current President as “peaceful” 

a n d  “ h o s t a g e s , ”  e v e n  a s 

many have been convicted of 

assaulting law enforcement 

officers. If they can erase the 

unlawful actions of January 

6, they will attempt to erase 

the massive contributions of 

Afr ican  Amer icans  to  th i s 

country. We will not be erased.

D r.  C a r t e r  G .  Wo o d s o n , 

founde r  o f  Negro  H i s to ry 

Week—now African American 

History Month—established 

our historical presence because 

of this nation’s tendency to 

forget injustice. Many, like 

the President’s sidekick Elon 

Musk, encourage people to 

“move past” historical guilt, 

as he did with Germany and 

the Holocaust ,  even urging 

t h e m  n o t  t o  “ l o s e ”  t h e i r 

culture to multiculturalism. As 

Trump’s whisperer, it’s likely 

he and 47 are having similar 

c o n v e r s a t i o n s  a b o u t  t h e 

role of multiculturalism and 

his tor ical  acknowledgment 

i n  c o n t e m p o r a r y  s o c i e t y. 

They don’t want to confront 

our flawed past; they prefer 

to swallow our differences 

with misplaced pride. Make 

A m e r i c a  G r e a t  A g a i n ? 

When, exactly, was it great 

for the exploited?

The unsuccessful attempt to 

erase Tuskegee from Air Force 

t r a in ing  t apes  i s  f a r  f rom 

this  administrat ion’s  worst 

o f f e n s e .  A b r u p t l y  h a l t i n g 

f e d e r a l  g r a n t  p r o g r a m s , 

inc lud ing  food  ass i s tance , 

impacts  mil l ions and is  an 

unnecessary flex of power. 

I l l ega l ly  f i r ing  inspec to r s 

general in several government 

depa r tmen t s  i s  a  bu l ly ing 

tactic. Someone doesn’t want 

o v e r s i g h t — b e c a u s e  t h e y 

don’t want illegal actions to 

be inspected.  With ski l l ful 

manipula t ion  of  the  fac t s , 

they justify unconstitutional 

acts as necessary and legal. 

We are living in an era where 

truth doesn’t matter.

C N N  a n c h o r  J i m  A c o s t a 

a b r u p t l y  a n n o u n c e d  h i s 

departure from the network 

on  January  28 ,  l eav ing  an 

ominous  pa r t ing  message : 

“It  is never a good time to 

bow down to a tyrant… Don’t 

give in to the lies. Don’t give 

in to the fear. Hold onto the 

truth and hope.” I’m grateful 

to Acosta for putting it out 

there and disappointed that so 

many others are holding their 

tongues, currying favor with 

the Felon-in-Chief.

W h e r e  d o e s  t h a t  l e a v e 

African Americans? We are 

l i v i n g  i n  a  t i m e  b o t h  s a d 

and empowering.  What did 

w e  do  be fo r e  g ove rnmen t 

ass i s tance?  Before  federa l 

dollars subsidized our Black 

History Month celebrations? 

Before  DEI  programs?  We 

s u r v i v e d .  We  t h r i v e d .  We 

heard the song “God Bless the 

Child,” and we went to get our 

own. We didn’t get what we 

deserved—we didn’t get all of 

it. But we got enough.

We  t a u g h t  o u r  h i s t o r y 

i n  c h u r c h e s  a n d  S a t u r d a y 

schools. We gathered in salons 

in private homes. We passed 

down our  s t ruggles  to  our 

children. We didn’t need the 

government to do it.

We will not be erased, no 

ma t t e r  how ha rd  they  t ry. 

This  i s  a  Sankofa  moment 

for Black folks—go back and 

reclaim what has always been 

instrumental to our survival. 

Go back and get the resilience. 

Go back and get the creativity. 

Go back to move forward.

We will not be erased

Dr. Julianne Malveaux

 “The Threat That Unregulated AI Poses 
to CIvil Rights and National Security”

By April Ryan 

Th e  L a w y e r s ’ 
C o m m i t t e e  o n 
C i v i l  R i g h t s  i s 
priorit izing the 

threat  o f  unregulated  AI 

to civil rights and national 

security,  according to  i ts 

P re s i d e n t  a n d  E x e c u t i v e 

Director, Damon Hewitt. 

The organization has been 

work ing  to  engage  Trump 

officials on AI bias, following 

data they presented to major 

2024 presidential campaigns. 

Just days into Trump’s second 

term, Hewitt says their priority 

remains  the  same,  bu t  the 

“strategy” will shift.

T h i s  p u s h  c o m e s  a s  t h e 

Whi te  House  announced  a 

pa r t ne r sh ip  w i th  OpenAI , 

Oracle, and SoftBank, initially 

f o r m e d  i n  2 0 2 4 ,  t o  b u i l d 

data centers and electricity 

generation under the private-

sector-funded Stargate project. 

Hewitt  has raised concerns 

about how the administration, 

“by invitat ion,” may al low 

c o m p a n i e s  t o  o p e r a t e 

unchecked in AI development.

Last week, outgoing National 

Security Advisor Jake Sullivan 

t o l d  t h i s  r e p o r t e r  t h a t  A I 

bias is a “genuine challenge” 

that could undermine social 

cohesion and counterterrorism 

e f f o r t s .  H e w i t t  w e l c o m e d 

the acknowledgment, noting 

that the Biden administration 

t o o k  s t e p s  t o  a d d r e s s  A I 

bias through i ts  AI Bil l  of 

R i g h t s  a n d  a n  e x e c u t i v e 

order.  Now,  he  is  working 

to bring the issue to Trump 

off i c ia l s ,  though  a  s t a ffe r 

emphasized that “this is early 

in the administration and there 

is more to come.” Whether 

t h a t  i n c l u d e s  a d d r e s s i n g 

AI bias  remains uncertain. 
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Little Zion 
Baptist Church

El Bethel 
Missionary 

Baptist Church

St. Peter's 
Missionary 

Baptist Church

Neighborhood
Baptist Church

Cornerstone
Missionary 

Baptist Church

Evergreen 
Baptist Church

Ascension 
Baptist Church

Shekinah 
Christian 

Fellowship

Mount Calvary Baptist Church Living Word
Church of God In Christ

Ebenezer 
Baptist Church

1245 Divisadero Street
San Francisco, CA

1320 Golden Gate
San Francisco, CA. 
921-4850, 921-0878

1601 Newcomb Avenue
San Francisco, CA. 

94124

608 Hayes Street
San Francisco, CA

6190 3rd Street
San Francisco, CA. 

94124
Phone: (415) 822-4071

Fax: (415) 822-0156

6270 3rd Street
San Francisco, CA.

1311 Quesada ave.
San Francisco, CA. 

94124 
(415) 822-9488

790 Tennessee St.
San Francisco, CA. 

94107
(415) 646-0747

4000 Middlefield Rd.
(Cubberly Community 

CTR)
Palo Alto, CA. 94306

(650) 569-6944

12 Westlake Ave
Daly City CA. 94014

275 Divisadero Street
San Francisco, CA.

Rev. Dr. J.P. Alexander
Rev. Lane Hawkins

Rev. Kenneth R. Reece 
Pastor

Rev. Jackey Wilson 
Pastor

Rev. Anthony  
Anderson

Ella Henderson, Bishop 
& Founder of SCF

Rev Roy Northington 
Pastor

Rev. Derrick Lomax 
Pastor

Sunday School                    9:00am
Morning Worship	 11:am
Evening Worship 	 6:pm

Church School	 9: am
Children's Church 	 10:am
Morning Worship             10:45 
qm
Bible Study	 1-2pm & 6:30-
7:30pm

Prayer meeting
Wednesday 12:00 Noon

Church School                   9:30 am
Morning Worship                 11: qm
Tuesday Usher meeting        7:pm
Wednesday Bible Study	 7: pm
Tuesday Choir Rehearsal 	
7: pm

Prayer and Teacher meeting
Wednesday 7:30PM

Sunday School                   9:30 
am
Morning Worship                 11: qm
Evening Worship	 6: pm
Bible Class	 Monday	 5: pm

Sunday School                   9:00 am
Morning Worship                 10:25: qm

Communion Every 1st Sunday
Baptism Every 2nd Sunday
Prayer Meeting/Bible Study
6:30-8:30 pm Wednesday

Abundant Life Recovery Ministry
6:30 pm Mondays

Sunday School                   9:15 am
Morning Worship                 10:45: qm
Evening Worship                 7:30 pm

Sunday School                   9:15 
am
Morning Worship                 10:40: 
qm

Wendesday
Teacher's Meeting	 6: pm
Sr. Mission	                         5: pm
Children's Bible Study	 5: pm
Bible Study	                     6:45 pm

Saturday
Food Pantry	                   10-11 am

Morning Worship                 10:15: 
qm

Bible Study
Tuesday 6:30 PM
Church School 

Wednesday 7: pm
Communion every 1st Sunday

Tyrone and Demetra Hillman 
Pastor

Sunday School - 9:am
Morning worship - 10:15 am

Radio: Sunday 9:30 am KDYA
TV: Tuesday and Friday 8:30am

KTLN Total Living Network

Sunday School - 10:am
Morning worship - 11:00 am

Wednesday
Bible Discussion 	 7: pm
Come and Listen to Rev. Roy 
Northington, a gifted speaker, 
as he delivers the most pow-
erful and timely message of 
our day and age. Prepare to 
be changed. Expect to be 

changed

Sunday School -              10:00: am
Morning worship -            11:30 am
Wed Bible Class                 8:00 pm
Friday Prayer Service         8:00 pm

Rev. Keva L. McNeill, 
Pastor

Healing A 
Man Born 

Blind
 Lesson Text: John 9:1-17

Related Scriptures: John 8:12-

20; 9:18-41; 12:35-50

Place: Jerusalem

Time: 29 A.D.

Golden Text: “As long as I am 

in the world, I am the light of 

the world.” (John 9:5)

Jesus spotted a man who had been 

blind from birth (see John 9:1). Many 

at that time believed such serious birth 

defects were the product of personal 

sin. Therefore, His disciples wondered 

whether it was the man’s sin or his par-

ents’ sin that had resulted in his condi-

tion (see John 9:2). But Jesus corrected 

their thinking: Neither this man nor his 

parents sinned.… This came about 

that God’s works might be displayed in 

him (see John 9:3). Sickness, disease, 

and defects are not necessarily the re-

sult of personal sin (remember Job!). 

He is Sovereign in His works. That the 

man was blind from birth pointed out 

his seeming hopelessness. Sometimes 

God allows negative conditions and cir-

cumstances in our lives in order to ac-

complish positive goals: our good, His 

glory, and bringing benefit to others 

(see Genesis 50:19–20; Romans 8:28). 

God had granted blindness to this man 

so that He could do amazing works in 

his life. Instead, the problem existed so 

that … God could display His glory in 

the midst of seeming tragedy. He is the 

light of the world; Jesus had come to do 

the works of God (see John 9:2-5). (The 

Bible Knowledge Commentary and Tony 

Evans Commentary). Day means the 

time allotted for Jesus to do God’s will 

(to do the work of Him who sent Me). We 

includes the disciples and by extension 

all believers. Night is the limit set to do 

God’s works. In Jesus’ case it was His 

coming death. As the Light of the world 

Jesus gives people salvation (John 

8:12). After His death, His disciples 

would be His lights (Matthew 5:14 and 

Ephesians 5:8–14), bringing Christ to 

others. (Read John 9:4-5). Jesus placed 

clay (mud with … saliva) on the man’s 

eyes. Interestingly man was made from 

this same substance—the dust of the 

earth (Read Genesis 2:7). Yes,  Jesus 

spit in the dirt. We should love how one 

scholar recorded, “Thus the word of God 

(i.e., spit from Jesus’s mouth) mixed 

with humanity (i.e., dirt from which man 

was created) provided the basis for the 

miracle) … thank you Dr. Tony Evans. 

Yes God! By using his saliva, Jesus was 

imparting divine DNA to the human de-

fect in order to bring about a supernatu-

ral transformation of his humanity. This 

was  to serve as a physical illustration of 

the supernatural spiritual transformation 

Jesus came to bring (see Isaiah 35:4–5). 

(Dr. Tony Evans Commentary). Then he 

told the man to  wash. Thus, his heal-

ing required an act of faith on his part. 

Jesus gave the man something to do, 

and the man did it. When his face was 

washed, he could see for the first time in 

his life. Also, in John 9:6-7, Jesus then 

told the man, Wash in the pool of Siloam 

(this word means Sent). This is located 

at the southeast corner of Jerusalem, 

where Hezekiah’s tunnel channeled wa-

ter inside the city walls from the Gihon 

Spring. The man was “sent” there and 

Jesus was the One “sent” by the Father. 

The man … washed and went home 

seeing! People argued over whether 

he was the same man who used to sit 

and beg. If so, it was incredible that he 

could see. Perhaps, they said, it was a 

case   of   mistaken   identity.   But   he   

himself   insisted,   I   am   the   man.  

(John   9:8-9).  First  his neighbors  didn’t 

believe this was the same man they 

knew (John 9:8–9). So, he had to keep 

saying, “It’s me!” (John 9:9). They re-

peatedly asked him questions. Though 

he gave credit to the man called Jesus 

for healing him, he didn’t know where he 

had gone (See John 9:10–12). After all, 

he had never seen him! So, the crowd 

took the man to the Pharisees (See John 

9:13), where the moment of rejoicing 

would turn sour. Again, it was confirmed 

in John 9:10-12, “But if he were the same 

man, how was this possible? He gave a 

simple and factual account of how the 

miracle occurred. He referred to the Lord 

as the Man they call Jesus. Since he was 

blind at the time of the miracle, he had 

no idea where Jesus went.” As it turns 

out, Jesus had healed the man on   the  

Sabbath  (See John 9:14). The Phari-

sees had already tangled with Jesus 

previously regarding his healing activity 

on a Sabbath day (Read John 5:1–19). 

So, it’s really not surprising that they 

were unwilling to celebrate. Instead of 

rejoicing over the miraculous healing of 

a man who had been born blind, in fact, 

the Pharisees complained about the day 

of the week on which he’d been healed. 

After the man explained what happened, 

some of the Pharisees scoffed: This man 

is not from God, because he doesn’t 

keep the Sabbath (See John 9:15–16). 

Others insisted that a sinner couldn’t 

perform such signs. So, they were di-

vided over Jesus (Read John 9:16). 

(Tony Evans Commentary). Since this 

miracle was so unusual, the people 

brought the man to the Pharisees, 

who were highly respected in religious 

matters. To the Pharisees, healing (un-

less life was in danger), and making 

or kneading clay violated the Sabbath 

Law. When the Pharisees … asked him 

about his situation, he briefly told what 

happened. The Pharisees believed that 

since Jesus   “violated”   the   Sabbath   

He   was   a   false   prophet   turning   

the   people   away   from   God (Deu-

teronomy 13:3–5). So, they concluded, 

This Man is not from God. Later they 

said Jesus was “a sinner” (Read John 

9:24). Others concluded that the signs 

were so impressive that a sinner could 

not do them. (Of course, a false prophet 

could do deceptive signs [2 Thessalo-

nians 2:9].) The Pharisees then were 

divided (John 7:43; 10:19). The healed 

blind man’s opinion was that Jesus 

is a prophet. Old Testament prophets 

sometimes performed miracles which 

marked them out as  God’s men.  Je-

sus  is the light of the world to  those who  

are  in darkness. Amen. Be Blessed!
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St. John Missionary 
Baptist Church

825 Newhall Street
Reverend Mervin Redmond, Pastor
San Francisco, CA 94124

(415) 826-5639 or 550-9324
Sunday

Sunday School 9:00 AM
Morning Worship 10:25 AM
Children’s Ministry 10:25 AM
Nurture for Baptist 6:15 PM

Wednesday
Prayer Services/Bible Study

Midday 11:30 AM
Evening 6:45 PM

Communion – 1st Sunday
For information about other activities

Call (415) 826-5639 or visit us at 
www.stjohnsf.org

ADOPTIONS
  

PREGNANT? CONSIDER-

ING ADOPTION? Call us 

first. Living expenses, hous-

ing, medical, and continued 

support afterwards. Choose 

adoptive family of your 

choice. Call 24/7.  1-877-

879-4709 (Cal-SCAN)

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Place these house ads spo-

radically throughout your 

classified sections to promote 

the network - Thank you!

 

DID YOU KNOW 7 IN 
10 Americans or 158 
million U.S. Adults 
read content from 
newspaper media 

each week? Discover 
the Power of News-

paper 
Advertising. For a free 

brochure call 916-288-

6011 or email cecelia@

cnpa.com   (Cal-SCAN)

 

DID YOU KNOW 144 mil-

lion U.S. Adults read a 

Newspaper print copy each 

week? Discover the Power 

of Newspaper Advertis-

ing. For a free brochure call 

916-288-6011 or email cece-

lia@cnpa.com   (Cal-SCAN)

  

EVERY BUSINESS has a 

story to tell! Get your mes-

sage out with California’s 

PRMedia Release – the 

only Press Release Service 

operated by the press to 

get press! For more info con-

tact Cecelia @ 916-288-6011 

or http://prmediarelease.

com/california (Cal-SCAN)

AUTOS WANTED
  

DONATE YOUR CAR, 

TRUCK OR BOAT TO HERI-

TAGE FOR THE BLIND. 

FREE 3 Day Vacation, Tax 

Deductible, Free Towing, All 

Paperwork Taken Care of. Call 

800-731-5042 (Cal-SCAN)

  

Got an older car, boat or RV? 

Do the humane thing. Donate 

it to the Humane Society. Call 

1- 800-743-1482 (Cal-SCAN)

  

GET CASH FOR 
CARS/TRUCKS!!! All 
Makes/Models 2000-
2016! Top $$$ Paid! 

Any Condition! Used 
or wrecked. Running 
or Not. Free Towing! 

Call For 
Offer: 1- 888-417-

9150. (Cal-SCAN)

AUTOS WANTED/LUXURY

KILL AD - DO NOT 
RUN

WANTED! Old Porsche 

356/911/912 for restoration 

by hobbyist 1948-1973 Only. 

Any condition, top $ paid 

707 965-9546  (Cal-SCAN)

CABLE/SATELLITE 
TV

  

Switch to DIRECTV. Lock 

in 2-Year Price Guarantee 

($50/month) w/AT&T Wire-

less. Over 145 Channels 

PLUS Popular Movie Net-

works for Three Months, 

No Cost! Call 1- 800-

385-9017 (Cal-SCAN)

  

DISH TV - BEST DEAL 

EVER! Only $39.99/mo. Plus 

$14.99/mo. Internet (where 

avail.) FREE Streaming. 

FREE Install (up to 6 rooms.) 

FREE HD-DVR. Call 1-

800-357-0810 (Cal-SCAN)

FINANCIAL SERVICES

  

SOCIAL SECURITY 
DISABILITY BEN-
EFITS. Unable to 

work? Denied ben-
efits? We Can Help! 
WIN or Pay Nothing! 
Contact Bill Gordon 

& Associates at 
1-800-

966-1904 to start your ap-

plication today! (Cal-SCAN)

H E A L T H / F I T N E S S

  

ELIMINATE CELLU-
LITE and Inches in 
weeks! All natural. 

Odor free. Works for 
men or women.  Free 
month supply on se-
lect packages. Order 

now! 844-703-
9774. (Cal-SCAN)

H E A L T H / M E D I C A L

NEW AD -   

OXYGEN - Anytime.  Any-

where.  No tanks to refill.  

No deliveries.  The  All-New 

Inogen One G4 is only 2.8 

pounds!  FAA approved! 

FREE info kit: 844-359-

3976. (Cal-SCAN)

  

VIAGRA and CIALIS US-

ERS! Cut your drug costs! 

SAVE $$! 50 Pills for $99.00. 

FREE Shipping! 100% 

Guaranteed and Discreet. 

CALL 1-800-624-9105 (Cal-

S C A N )

  

Stop OVERPAYING for 

your prescriptions! SAVE! 

Call our licensed Cana-

dian and International phar-

macy, compare prices and 

get $25.00 OFF your first 

prescription! CALL 1-800-

273-0209 Promo Code 

CDC201625. (Cal-SCAN)

  

Got Knee Pain? Back 

Pain? Shoulder Pain? Get 

a pain-relieving brace -little 

or NO cost to you. Medi-

care Patients Call Health 

Hotline Now! 1- 800-796-

5091 (Cal-SCAN)

 

HELP WANTED
  

Sales RepresentativCali-

fornia Trade Association 

located in Sacramento 

is seeking someone with 

strong knowledge for Ad-

vertising, print, digital and 

social media solutions, 

great with detail, an amaz-

ing attitude, and a passion 

for selling content and in-

tegrated partnerships. 3-5 

years experience a plus. 

We offer a competitive 

base salary, commission 

and bonus plan, along with 

great benefit package. 

Email Resume and Sal-

ary History to jobs@cnpa.

com. EOE (Cal-SCAN)

HOME SECURITY

  

Protect your home with 

fully customizable secu-

rity and 24/7 monitoring 

right from your smartphone. 

Receive up to $1500 in 

equipment, free (restrictions

 apply). Call 1-800-

918-4119 (Cal-SCAN)

 

INSURANCE/HEALTH
  

Lowest Prices on Health 

& Dental Insurance. We 

have the best rates from 

top companies! Call Now! 

888-989-4807. (Cal-SCAN)

LAND FOR SALE/

OUT OF STATNEW 

AD -   WEEK OF 01/15

NORTHERN AZ WIL-
DERNESS RANCH 

$236 MONTH - Quiet 
& secluded 37 acre 

off the grid self-suffi-
ciency ranch bor-

dering 640 wooded 
acres of State Trust 

lands at cool clear 6,200’ 

elevation. Minutes from his-

toric pioneer town & fish-

ing lake. True wilderness 

with free roaming wildlife, 

no urban noise & dark 

sky nights. Blend of ever-

green woodlands & grassy 

meadows with sweeping 

views across surround-

ing uninhabited wilderness 

mountains and valleys. 

Abundant groundwater, 

rich loam garden soil & 

maintained road access. 

Camping and RV use ok. 

$27,500, $2,750 dn. with no 

qualifying seller financing. 

FREE BROCHURE with 

additional property descrip-

tions, prices, photos, topo 

map, weather chart, area 

info. 1st United Realty 

800.966.6690. (Cal-SCAN) 

LEGAL SERVICES
  

Xarelto users have you had 

complications due to inter-

nal bleeding (after Janu-

ary 2012)? If so, you MAY 

be due financial compen-

sation. If you don’t have 

an attorney, CALL In-

juryfone today! 1-800-

425-4701. (Cal-SCAN)

Under Legal Services - 

e .

  

 

DID YOU KNOW Infor-

mation is power and con-

tent is King? Do you need 

timely access to public no-

tices and remain relevant 

in today’s hostile business 

climate? Gain the edge 

with California Newspaper 

Publishers Association new 

innovative website capub-

licnotice.com and check 

out the FREE One-Month 

Trial Smart Search Fea-

ture. For more informa-

tion call Cecelia @ (916) 

288-6011 or www.capub-

licnotice.com (Cal-SCAN)

 

MEDICAL SUPPLIES/
EQUIPMENT

  

Safe Step Walk-In Tub! 

Alert for Seniors. Bath-

room falls can be fatal. Ap-

proved by Arthritis Founda-

tion. Therapeutic Jets. Less 

Than 4 Inch Step-In. Wide 

Door. Anti-Slip Floors. Ameri-

can Made. Installation In-

cluded. Call 800-799-4811 

for $750 Off. (Cal-SCAN)

MISCELLANEOUS
  SAWMILLS from only 

$4397.00- MAKE & SAVE 

MONEY with your own 

bandmill- Cut lumber any 

dimension. In stock ready to 

ship! FREE Info/DVD: 

www.NorwoodSawmi l l s .

com 1-800-578-1363 

Ext.300N (Cal-SCAN)

MISCELLANEOUS 
FOR SAL  

HOME BREAK-INS take 

less than 60 SECONDS. 

Don’t wait!  Protect your 

family, your home, your as-

sets NOW for as little as 

70¢ a day! Call 855-404-

7601(Cal-SCAN)
PERSONALS-ADULT
  

Meet singles right now! No 

paid operators, just real 

people like you. Browse 

greetings, exchange mes-

sages and connect live. 

Try it free. Call now: 800-

945-3392. (Cal-SCAN)

REAL ESTATPlace this house 

ad under Real Estate & Run 

e - Thank you!

 

  

DID YOU KNOW Informa-

tion is power and content is 

King? Do you need timely 

access to public notices 

and remain relevant in to-

day’s highly competitive 

market? Gain an edge 

with California Newspa-

per Publishers Associa-

tion new innovative website 

capublicnotice.com and 

check out the Smart Search 

Feature. For more informa-

tion call Cecelia @ (916) 

288-6011 or www.capub-

licnotice.com (Cal-SCAN)

SENIOR LIVING

  

A PLACE FOR MOM. 
The nation’s largest 
senior living referral 
service. Contact our 
trusted,local experts 
today! Our service is 
FREE/no obligation. 

CALL 1-
800-550-4822. (Cal-SCAN)

TAX SERVICES

  

Do you owe over $10,000 

to the IRS or State in back 

taxes?  Our firm works to 

reduce the tax bill or zero 

it out completely FAST. 

Call now 855-993-5796 

( C a l - S C A N )
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we shou ld  be  p r epa red  t o 
understand what we’ve done, 
where we are,  and how we 
need to move forward.”

On his first day in office, 
P r e s i d e n t  D o n a l d  Tr u m p 
issued an executive order to 
end what he calls “Wasteful 
government DEI programs and 
preferencing,” that resulted 
f rom former  Pres ident  Joe 
B i d e n ’s  E x e c u t i v e  O r d e r 
13985 .  He  s t a t ed  t ha t  t he 
B i d e n  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n 
“forced illegal and immoral 
d i sc r imina t ion  p rograms ,” 
under the banner of diversity, 
equity, and inclusion (DEI) 
a n d  i m p l e m e n t e d  t h e m  a t 
various federal government 
departments and agencies.

“ T h e  p u b l i c  r e l e a s e  o f 
t h e s e  p l a n s  d e m o n s t r a t e d 
immense  publ ic  waste  and 
shameful discrimination. That 
ends  today,”  Trump s ta ted 

concerning Executive Order 
13985. “Americans deserve 
a government committed to 
se rv ing  every  person  wi th 
equal  d igni ty  and  respec t , 
and to  expending precious 
taxpayer resources only on 
making America great.”

Just days after the executive 
orders were issued to clamp 
d o w n  o n  D E I  i n i t i a t i v e s , 
federal government entities 
began removing resources for 
underrepresented Americans 
from their web pages.

Trujillo said safeguarding 
communi t i e s ’ f r eedoms  i s 
the “civil rights fight of our 
lifetimes” and he pledged that 
the ACLU and its California 
affiliates will continue to fight 
for civil rights and justice.

“On Monday (inauguration 
d a y ) ,  Tr u m p  h a d  h i s  s a y 
(and) on Tuesday we had our 
response right here, including 
the ACLU filing two lawsuits 
challenging some executive 
orders,”  Truji l lo said.  “We 
s i t  o n  t h e  l a u r e l s  o f  o u r 

ancestors, on the hard work 
that they did,  and we must 
continue the fight.”

Presenters addressing public 
po l i cy  p r io r i t i e s  i nc luded 
E v a  B i t r a n ,  D i r e c t o r  o f 
Immigrants’ Rights ,  ACLU 
o f  S o u t h e r n  C a l i f o r n i a ; 
N i c o l e  O z e r ,  Te c h n o l o g y 
and Civil Liberties

Director, ACLU of Northern 
Ca l i f o rn i a ,  Duke  Cooney, 
Legislative Advocate, ACLU 
California Action; and Amir 
W h i t a k e r ,  S e n i o r  P o l i c y 
C o u n s e l  a t  t h e  A C L U  o f 
Southern California.

Tr u j i l l o  s a i d  t h e  A C L U 
f i l e d  i t s  f i r s t  c h a l l e n g e 
against  Trump’s at tempt to 
end birthright citizenship in 
the United States.

Earl ier  in the day,  ACLU 
l e a d e r s  g a t h e r e d  a t  t h e 
State  Capi tol  to  urge s ta te 
p o l i c y m a k e r s  t o  l e a d  t h e 
na t i ona l  f i gh t  aga in s t  t he 
T r u m p  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ’ s 
policies. In solidarity, Sen. 

Maria Elena Durazo (D-Los 
Angeles) and CLBC member, 
A s s e m b l y m e m b e r  M i k e 
Gipson (D-Carson), attended 
the news conference.

ACLU’s Chief Political and 
Advocacy  Off ice r  De i rd re 
S c h i f e l i n g ,  w h o  a t t e n d e d 
the forum at the Legislative 
B u i l d i n g  a s  w e l l ,  s a i d , 
an t ic ipa t ing  the  ro l lout  of 
T r u m p ’s  a g e n d a ,  A C L U 
affiliates have been preparing. 
She said the intention is to 
“defea t ,  de lay  and  d i lu te” 
the President’s agenda at the 
state and local level.

“This moment of urgency 
c a l l s  f o r  a  p e o p l e ’ s 
movement ,”  Shife l ing said 
to reporters in front of the 
State Capitol. “And with 40 
million people who call this 
state home and as the fifth 
largest economy in the world, 
California has the opportunity 
to lead on the frontlines of 
the movement.  California’s 
leaders must act now and fight 
Trump’s extreme agenda.”

The ACLU and its affiliates 
called on state policymakers 
to promote priorities to protect 
vulnerable  communit ies  in 
California such as creating 
a  p e r m a n e n t  f u n d i n g 
sou rce  t ha t  wou ld  bo l s t e r 
affordable  housing access . 
They also asked the

members of the Legislature 
to protect personal information 
from federal abuse and prevent 
t h e  Tr u m p  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n 
from tracking immigrants or 
people seeking reproductive 
or gender-affirming care.

Whitaker warned that  the 
D e p a r t m e n t  o f  E d u c a t i o n 
(DOE) is  in  the crosshairs 
of the Trump administration. 
He said eliminating the DOE 
would undermine educational 
programs for students of color, 
put  res t r ic t ions  on  federa l 
funding for teaching history, 
and limit the capacity of school 
districts to combat racial bias.

“ H e ’ s  t h r e a t e n i n g  t o 
e l i m i n a t e  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t 
of Education, which houses 

the  o ff i ce  o f  C iv i l  R igh t s 
that investigates such things 
as  bul lying,  which is  most 
l i k e l y  t o  i m p a c t  B l a c k 
s tuden ts ,”  Whi t taker  sa id . 
“ B l a c k  s t u d e n t s  a l r e a d y 
face unique challenges here 
and throughout the country 
because of the specific history 
o f  d i sc r imina t ion  tha t  a re 
revealed in many statistics.”

Weber-Pierson said, “We are 
entering very uncertain times.”

“ I t  i s  e x t r e m e l y 
impor tant  tha t  w e  don’ t 
g e t  s o  d i s c o u r a g e d  a n d 
disheartened that we give 
up,” she said. “We should 
use this as an opportunity to 
prepare: to learn as much as 
we can, to fight back as much 
as we can, to build up our 
communities and people as 
much as we can so that in the 
future it doesn’t matter who 
is in office. We will  know 
that everyone in the State of 
California -- and across this 
great nation -- will be taken 
care of equitably.”

Equity and Justice
Continued from page 1

Gov. $2.5B Recovery
Continued from page 1

I n  a  m o v e  t o  a s s i s t  L o s 
Angeles County in its recovery 
from recent firestorms that 
devastated tens of thousands of 
residents, Gov. Gavin Newsom 
signed a $2.5 billion bipartisan 
relief package on Jan. 23.

F l a n k e d  b y  l e g i s l a t i v e 
l e a d e r s ,  l o c a l  o f f i c i a l s , 
and communi ty  advocates , 
N e w s o m  a s s u r e d  t h e 
a ffec ted  communi t i e s  tha t 
help is on the way.

“Th i s  $2 .5  b i l l i on  r e l i e f 
package  w i l l  immed ia t e ly 
bolster emergency response 
e f f o r t s ,  r e m o v e  d e b r i s , 
a n d  p r o v i d e  f u n d i n g  t o 
r e b u i l d  h o m e s ,  s c h o o l s , 
a n d  i n f r a s t r u c t u r e , ”  s a i d 
Newsom at the bill signing at 
Willard Elementary School in 
Pasadena. “We want to make 
sure Los Angeles comes back 
stronger than ever.”

T h e  r e l i e f  p a c k a g e , 
au thor i zed  under  ABx1-4 , 
authored by Assemblymember 
Jesse Gabriel (D-Encino) and 
SBx1-3 by Sen. Scott Wiener 
(D-San Francisco), provides 
critical resources to address 
the firestorm’s impact.

A t o t a l  o f  $ 2 . 5  b i l l i o n 
h a s  b e e n  d e s i g n a t e d  f o r 
emergency response efforts, 
d e b r i s  r e m o v a l ,  h a z a r d 
mitigation, and shelter support 
f o r  d i s p l a c e d  r e s i d e n t s . 
Additionally, $4 million has 
been a l located to  expedi te 
rebuilding efforts

by providing planning and 
inspection resources to local 
g o v e r n m e n t s ,  e n s u r i n g  a 
swift  recovery.  Another $1 
million is earmarked for the 
rebuilding of  f ire-damaged 
school facilities, particularly 
benefit ing the Los Angeles 
Unified and Pasadena Unified 
school districts.

In addition to these funds, 
Newsom i s sued  execu t i ve 
orders last week to provide tax 
relief for affected residents; 
s t r e a m l i n e  r e b u i l d i n g  b y 
suspending CEQA permitting 
r equ i r emen t s ;  and  p ro t ec t 
survivors from price gouging. 
In collaboration with major 
mortgage lenders,  the state 
has also introduced mortgage 
relief options for homeowners 
w h o  h a v e  s u f f e r e d  l o s s e s 
due to the disaster.

A m o n g  t h e  c o m m u n i t i e s 
most impacted by the disaster 
is Altadena, an unincorporated 

area adjacent  to  Pasadena, 
home to a thriving historically 
B l a c k  n e i g h b o r h o o d . 
Beginning in the early 20th 
century, Altadena became a 
refuge for  Black American 
f a m i l i e s  f a c i n g  h o u s i n g 
discrimination elsewhere due 
to redlining. Altadena remains 
an enclave of  middle-class 
B l a c k  f a m i l i e s  w h e r e  t h e 
Black homeownership  ra te 
outpaces that of other cities 
and towns in California and 
around the country.

The devastat ion from the 
f i res  has  le f t  many of  the 
affected families in Pasadena 
a n d  A l t a d e n a  p o n d e r i n g 
op t ions  to  rebui ld  as  they 
contemplate  how they wil l 
p ro tec t  the  h i s to r ic  a rea’s 
rich Black history.

“Altadena is more than just 
a neighborhood. It’s a living 
history of Black excellence 
a n d  p e r s e v e r a n c e , ”  s a i d 
local community leader the 
Rev.  James Danie ls .  “This 
relief package is critical to 
ensuring families can rebuild, 
s t a y  i n  t h e i r  h o m e s ,  a n d 
preserve this legacy.”

S t a t e  o f f i c i a l s  h a v e 
committed to working closely 
with local leaders to ensure 

an equitable recovery process 
and prevent displacement.

At  the  news  confe rence , 
Assembly  Speake r  Robe r t 
Rivas  emphasized tha t  the 
f u n d i n g  i s  n o t  j u s t  a b o u t 
rebuilding infrastructure, but 
about restoring communities 
and helping residents regain 
stability in their lives.

“Last week, my colleagues 
and I made a commitment to 
act quickly and urgently to 
help those affected by these 
catastrophic wildfires,” said 
Rivas. “We are delivering on 
that promise today with $2.5 
billion in critical funding that 
will expedite the cleanup of 
devas ta ted  ne ighborhoods , 
p r o v i d e  r e s o u r c e s  t o 
rebuild schools, and ensure 
affected families receive the 
assistance they need.”

“We a re  g ra te fu l  fo r  the 
bipartisan support that made 
this relief package possible, 
because when disaster strikes, 
we must  put  pol i t ics  as ide 
and focus on the needs of our 
people,” he continued.

Senate President Pro Tempore 
Mike McGuire reinforced the 
urgency of continued support 
and cal led the $2.5 bi l l ion 
allocation a “down payment” 

on future relief efforts. “Tens 
of thousands of Los Angeles 
residents have lost their homes 
and l ivel ihoods,”  McGuire 
stated.  “We have to ensure 
t h e y  r e c e i v e  t h e  s u p p o r t 
necessary to rebuild their lives 
and businesses. This is just 
the beginning. California will 
continue to fight for additional 
resources from federal  and 
private partners to help these 
communities fully recover.

Los Angeles Mayor Karen 
Bass also expressed gratitude 
for the swift response from 
state leadership.

“This  package wil l  a l low 
us to move forward urgently 
w i t h  c l e a n u p  e f f o r t s  a n d 
help  famil ies  rebui ld  their 
lives,” she said.

R e s i d e n t s  a n d  b u s i n e s s 
o w n e r s  i m p a c t e d  b y  t h e 
f i r e s t o r m  c a n  a p p l y  f o r 
disaster  assis tance through 
mul t ip l e  channe l s .  On l ine 
applications can be submitted 
a t  Disas te rAss i s tance .gov, 
wh i l e  phone  a s s i s t ance  i s 
available by calling 800-621-
3362. The FEMA Mobile App, 
which provides resources in 
over  40 languages ,  i s  a lso 
accessible to those seeking 
aid.  Addit ionally,  the state 

has launched CA.gov/LAfires, 
a  cen t ra l ized  hub  offer ing 
i n f o r m a t i o n  o n  h o u s i n g 
ass is tance,  f inancia l  re l ief 
programs, and guidance on 
rebuilding efforts.

Newsom emphasized that this 
funding is only the beginning 
of  the  s ta te ’s  commitment 
to rebuilding Los Angeles. 
“We want to ensure that we 
d o n ’ t  j u s t  p r o v i d e  r e l i e f 
today but continue supporting 
communities in the long run,” 
he stated. As state officials 
assess  addi t ional  recovery 
needs,  Newsom pledged to 
seek  fu r the r  suppor t  f rom 
federal agencies and private 
sector  partners to ensure a 
comprehensive and sustained 
rebuilding process.

The same day, Bass shared 
some  good  news  f rom the 
Small Business Administration 
(SBA) for families impacted 
by  the  f i r e s  on  the  soc ia l 
media platform X.

“ S B A g o v  h a s  a p p ro v e d 
$ 5 2  m i l l i o n  i n  d i s a s t e r 
l o a n s , ”  s h e  w ro t e .  M o re 
than $50 million of that is 
for homeowners and renters. 
Apply for rel ief:  sba.gov/
d isaster.  The  deadl ine  to 
apply is March 10.”

counties in Southern

C a l i f o r n i a  a n d  S o l a n o 
C o u n t y ,  S a n  J o a q u i n 
a n d  K i n g s  c o u n t i e s  i n 
Northern California.

In fact, some rural cities now 
have higher percentages of 
Blacks per capital than urban 
areas. For example, Rio Vista, 
a rural area in Solano County 
has  a  Black  popula t ion  of 
over 10% and Weed, a town in 
Siskiyou County, has a Black 
population of around 8%.

Some barriers to reporting, 
Kish shared, were language 

l i m i t a t i o n s ,  m i s t r u s t  o f 
local  government  and lack 
o f  k n o w l e d g e  o f  w h a t 
qualifies as a hate crime.

“California versus hate was 
designed to overcome these 
ba r r i e r s  spec i f i ca l ly.  I t  i s 
des igned to  help  everyone 
w ho  expe r i ences  ha t e ,  no 
m a t t e r  w h o  t h e y  a r e ,  n o 
matter where they are in our 
state, and no matter whether 
what they experienced was 
in fact a crime.”

In the hotline’s first  year 
o f  e x i s t e n c e ,  i t  r e c e i v e d 
over 1,000 reports. The most 
c o m m o n l y  c i t e d  f o r m  o f 

hate was based on race and 
ethnicity. 560 of those reports 
were confirmed incidents and 
race and ethnicity made up 
35% of the reports. Of those, 
anti-Black bias was the most 
common, followed by anti-
Latino and anti-Asian bias.

After race and ethnicity, the 
most common frequently cited 
basis was gender identity and 
sexual orientation.

Marlene Thomas, Executive 
Director of the Imperial Valley 
Soc ia l  Jus t ice  Commit tee , 
also spoke at the webinar to 
shed light on what it is like 
to offer services in a rural 

county of California

that experiences incidents 
of hate yet experiences low 
numbers of reporting.

“We had a  Stop the Hate 
conference and the chief of 
pol ice and the sheriff  who 
were  the re  and  p resen ted . 
They went through the whole 
repor t ing process  that  you 
have to, to do, but they had 
only two complaints. And I 
feel, and I know that they had 
to have more than that, but they 
didn't. But why? The reason is 
lack of awareness of what the 
people can really do. And then 
believe it or not, as small as 

rural communities are, we are 
not getting information. And 
we have to increase public 
awareness to that fact.”

Thomas shared that the most 
common inc iden t s  o f  ha te 
in  her  county  are  d i rec ted 
towards the trans community.

The hotl ine operates as a 
tool to connect people who 
experience hate with culturally 
competent  resources in the 
communities where they live 
to the resources they need. If 
the reported incident requires 
police assistance, the hotline 
can provide this. Grassroots 
o r g a n i z a t i o n s  a c r o s s  t h e 

s ta tes  have  a l so  par tnered 
with the hotline offering legal 
services, counseling, financial 
assistance and more.

I f  you ,  or someone  you 
know, has been the target of 
hate or witnessed an act of 
hate, you can call the hotline 
at 833-866-4283. It is open 
Monday to Friday from 9 a. 
m. to 6 p. m. You can also 
leave a message, or you can 
report online at any time by 
visiting CaliforniaVsHate.
org. You can report in 15 
different written languages 
and operators can talk to 
you in over 200 languages.

CAvsHATE
Continued from page 1

The executive order would 
d i r ec t  f ede ra l  agenc ie s  to 
deny American-born children 
s o c i a l  s e c u r i t y  n u m b e r s , 
U .S .  pa s spo r t s ,  and  o the r 
citizenship benefits if their 
p a r e n t s  a r e  n o t  l a w f u l 
residents. This policy would 

impact tens of thousands of

c h i l d r e n  b o r n  a n n u a l l y 
i n  t h e  U . S . ,  p o t e n t i a l l y 
stripping them of their rights 
and  e l ig ib i l i ty  fo r  f edera l 
benefits like Social Security, 
Medicaid, and the Children’s 
Health Insurance Program.

“ T h e  P r e s i d e n t  h a s 
o v e r s t e p p e d  h i s  a u t h o r i t y 

by  a  mi le  wi th  th i s  order, 

a n d  w e  w i l l  h o l d  h i m 

accountable,” Bonta added.

G o v .  G a v i n  N e w s o m 

expressed similar sentiments 

about the executive order.

"This is unconstitutional,” 

N e w s o m  s t a t e d ,  s i m p l y 

opposing Trump’s decision.

The lawsuit argues that the 
o r d e r  w o u l d  d i s r u p t  v i t a l 
public programs, particularly 
i n  s t a t e s  l i k e  C a l i f o r n i a , 
where around 24,500 children 
a r e  b o r n  t o  n o n - c i t i z e n 
parents each year.

The attorneys general sought 
a  n a t i o n w i d e  p r e l i m i n a r y 
injunction to block the order 

whi le  l i t iga t ion cont inues , 
emphasizing the potential for 
irreparable harm to children 
and critical state programs. 
In addition to California, the 
lawsui t  inc ludes  a t torneys 
gene ra l  f rom New Je r sey, 
Massachusetts, and 15 other 
s ta tes ,  as  wel l  as  the  Ci ty 
of San Francisco.

O n  J a n .  2 3 ,  S e a t t l e -

based  U .S .  D i s t r i c t  Judge 

J o h n  C o u g h e n o u r  i s s u e d 

a  t e m p o r a r y  r e s t r a i n i n g 

order blocking Trump

a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  f r o m 

enforcing or implementing 

the executive order.

Trump Sued
Continued from page 1
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