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Rep. Barbara Lee Discusses 
Kamala Harris' Plan 

for Black Men
Edward Henderson | California 
Black Media

La s t  w e e k ,  t h e 
K a m a l a  H a r r i s 
c a m p a i g n 
u n v e i l e d  i t s 

Opportunity Agenda for Black 
Men, a significant initiative 
a i m e d  a t  a d d r e s s i n g  t h e 
unique challenges faced by 
this demographic.

On Oct. 16, California Black 
Media had the opportunity to 
speak  wi th  Congresswoman 
B a r b a r a  L e e  ( D - C A - 1 2 ) ,  a 
s u r r o g a t e  f o r  t h e  H a r r i s -
Walz campaign. Lee provided 
v a l u a b l e  i n s i g h t s  i n t o  t h e 
agenda  and  emphas ized  the 
critical importance of securing 
the Black male vote for Harris.

“[Harris] has made it clear that 
she wants to earn the vote of 
everyone, including Black men,” 
Lee  s ta ted .  She  h ighl ighted 
H a r r i s ’s  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f 
t he  sys t emic  and  h i s to r i ca l 
c h a l l e n g e s  t h a t  B l a c k  m e n 
encounter. “You haven’t seen a 
presidential candidate present 
such a concrete plan and policy 
agenda before,” she noted.

T h e  a g e n d a  w a s  r e l e a s e d 
following a series of podcasts 
and interviews in which Harris 

discussed her commitment to 
addressing issues specifically 
affecting Black men if elected 
President. This effort reflects 
a  d e e p e r  e n g a g e m e n t  w i t h 
the community,  informed by 
discussions Harris hosted during 
her Economic Opportunity Tour.

T h e  a g e n d a  i n c l u d e s  f i v e 
f o c u s  a r e a s ,  d e r i v e d  f r o m 
i n s i g h t s  g a i n e d  d u r i n g  h e r 
interactions with Black men:

F o rg i v a b l e  L o a n s :  H a r r i s 
p l a n s  t o  p r o v i d e  1  m i l l i o n 
f u l l y  f o r g i v a b l e  l o a n s  t o 
Black entrepreneurs and other 
disadvantaged groups to help 
t h e m  s t a r t  b u s i n e s s e s  a n d 
foster economic growth.

Education and Job Training: 
T h e  a g e n d a  c h a m p i o n s 
educa t iona l  and  mentorsh ip 
programs aimed at equipping 
B l a c k  m e n  w i t h  t h e  s k i l l s 
needed for  well-paying jobs 
i n  h i g h - d e m a n d  i n d u s t r i e s . 
I t  a l s o  s e e k s  t o  c r e a t e 
m o r e  a c c e s s i b l e  p a t h w a y s 
f o r  B l a c k  m e n  t o  b e c o m e 
teachers ,  thereby increasing 
representation in education.

Cryptocurrency Regulation: 
T h e  i n i t i a t i v e  s u p p o r t s 
e s t a b l i s h i n g  a  r e g u l a t o r y 
framework for cryptocurrency 
and other digital assets, ensuring 

that Black men who invest in 
these assets are protected.

N a t i o n a l  H e a l t h  E q u i t y 
I n i t i a t i v e :  H a r r i s  a i m s  t o 
l a u n c h  a  N a t i o n a l  H e a l t h 
Equity Ini t iat ive focused on 
addressing health challenges 
d ispropor t ionate ly  affec t ing 
Black men, such as sickle cell 
disease, diabetes, mental health 
issues, and prostate cancer.

Marijuana Legalization: The 
agenda calls for the legalization 
of recreational marijuana and 
the creation of opportunities 

for Black Americans to thrive 
in this emerging industry.

The language of the agenda 
a s s e r t s  t h a t  B l a c k  m e n 
have often fe l t  unheard in 
the political process, and it 
underscores  the  untapped 
p o t e n t i a l  a n d  l e a d e r s h i p 
w i t h i n  t h e  B l a c k  m a l e 
community. “Black men and 
boys deserve a president who 
w i l l  h e l p  re m o v e  h i s t o r i c 
barriers to wealth creation, 
e d u c a t i o n ,  e m p l o y m e n t , 
health, and criminal justice 
reform,” it states.

Lee reflected on how Harris's agenda aligns with her long-
standing support for Black men, noting that in the 1990s, 
she established California’s first Commission on African 
American Males to advocate for addressing urgent economic, 

health, and social challenges.

Reverend Townsend Funeral 
set for October 30th

Continued on page 8

By Lee Hubbard

Th e  R e v e r e n d 
A r n o l d 
T o w n s e n d , 
a  l o n g t i m e 

Western Addition activist, 
m e n t o r,  a n d  c o m m u n i t y 
leader, passed away recently 
at the age of 83.

 A viewing will be held on 
Tuesday, October 29th, from 
4 PM to 8 PM at Duggan’s 
F u n e r a l  S e r v i c e ,  l o c a t e d 
a t  3 4 3 4  1 7 t h  S t r e e t ,  S a n 
Franc isco ,  CA 94110.  The 
Celebration of Life service 
will take place on Wednesday, 
October  30th,  at  11 AM at 
Third Baptist Church, 1399 
M c A l l i s t e r  S t r e e t ,  S a n 
Francisco, CA 94115. A repast 
wil l  immediately fol low at 
the African American Art & 
Cu l tu r e  Complex ,  l oca t ed 
a t  762  Fu l t on  S t r ee t ,  San 
Francisco, CA 94115.

“There was a wellness check 
on Reverend Townsend, and 
he was found deceased in his 
apartment,” said a saddened 
R e v e r e n d  A m o s  B r o w n , 
president of the San Francisco 
NAACP and senior pastor at 
Third Baptist Church. “He was 
my road dog, and he got into 
good trouble, as John Lewis 
would say. He put his faith 
into action and was consistent 

in everything he did.”

To w n s e n d  w a s  a  l i v i n g 
legend in the Fil lmore and 
across San Francisco. Jovial 
yet serious, he could be seen 
walk ing  through Fi l lmore , 
at  Safeway during the day, 
and at community meetings 
late into the night.  He was 
on  the  Board  of  Di rec tors 
of the African American Art 
and  Cu l tu r e  Complex  and 
fought for racial justice in San 
Francisco for over 50 years.

Born in Phoenix, Arizona, in 
1940, and raised partially in 
Oklahoma, Townsend moved 
to Los Angeles with his family 
when he was six. After playing 
baseball in college, he was 
draf ted  in to  the  Army and 
stationed in Korea. Following 
his  service,  he  re turned to 
California and lived between 
San Francisco and Los Angeles 
b e f o r e  e n r o l l i n g  a t  S a n 
Francisco State University. A 
member of the Black Student 
Union (BSU), Townsend was 
instrumental in helping lead 
the students to establish the 
Black  S tud ies  Depar tment 
at the university.

“ H e ,  a l o n g  w i t h  D a n n y 
Glover and other  act ivists , 
w e r e  p i o n e e r s  i n  p u s h i n g 
San Francisco State to found 
t h e  f i r s t  B l a c k  S t u d i e s 
Department in the nat ion,” 

continued Reverend Brown. 
“Arnold Townsend played a 
key role in that.”

T o w n s e n d  w a s  a l s o 
heavily involved in the fight 
aga ins t  t he  San  F ranc i sco 
Redevelopment Agency in the 
Fillmore. He headed WayPac, 
a  w a t c h d o g  g r o u p  t h a t 
monitored the agency's actions 
after its redevelopment efforts 
e f f e c t i v e l y  d e c i m a t e d  t h e 
Fillmore in the 1960s.

H e  w a s  a  f i x t u r e  i n  t h e 
community, tirelessly working 
to make the Fillmore a better 
place for Black people in San 
Francisco. Two days after his 
passing, people from across 
the city gathered at the Sheba 

Lounge on Fillmore Street, 
one of Townsend’s favorite 
spots, to remember him fondly 
and toast to his legacy.

“Arnold was always there 
for the people of the Fillmore, 
and he dedicated his life to 
th is  communi ty,”  sa id  San 
F r a n c i s c o  M a y o r  L o n d o n 
Breed, who visited the lounge 
to  honor  Townsend .  “This 
is an incredible loss for our 
communi ty.”  Mayor  Breed 
recalled with a wide smile that 
Townsend baptized her at First 
Union Baptist Church when 
she was a child, underscoring 
how deeply intertwined he was 

Reverend Townsend was a fixture in the community, 
tirelessly working to make the Fillmore a better place for 

Black people in San Francisco. 
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On Your November Ballot: Prop 3 
Aims to Remove Same-Sex Marriage 

Ban From Calif. Constitution
Edward Henderson | California 

Black Media

Pr o p  3  w o u l d 
remove  the  ban 
o n  s a m e - s e x 
m a r r i a g e  f r o m 

the California Constitution. 

The ban (Prop 8) was added 

by voters in 2008; however, 

the United States  Supreme 

C o u r t  h a s  b l o c k e d  t h e 

enforcement of the ban since 

2013. The amendment would 

remove current language in 

the state constitution stating 

that marriage “is only between 

a  man  and  a  woman”  and 

change it to “the right to marry 

is a fundamental right.”

S t a t e  S e n .  S c o t t  Wi e n e r 

( D - S a n  F r a n c i s c o )  a n d 

Assemblymember Evan Low 

(D-Campbell), both members 

of  the  Legis la t ive  LGBTQ 

C a u c u s ,  i n t r o d u c e d  t h e 

c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  a m e n d m e n t 

as  a  preemptive protect ion 

a f t e r  t h e  U . S .  S u p r e m e 

C o u r t  o v e r t u r n e d  f e d e r a l 

abortion protections in 2022. 

Justice Clarence Thomas, a 

conservat ive ,  sa id  that  the 

court should also reconsider 

t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l i t y  o f 

s a m e - s e x  m a r r i a g e ,  b u t 

o t h e r  c o n s e r v a t i v e s  o n 

the bench disagreed.

California is currently the 

home of the nation’s largest 

LGBTQ+ population.

S u p p o r t e r s  o f  t h e 

p r o p o s i t i o n  b e l i e v e  t h e 

removal of the language in 

the state constitution would be 

guaranteed protection against 

any future attacks on a freedom 

that is already recognized by 

the Supreme Court.

Gov. Gavin Newsom is an 

outspoken supporter  of  the 

proposition. Newsom grabbed 

na t iona l  a t ten t ion  in  2004 

during his tenure as Mayor of 

San Francisco when he issued 

marriage licenses to same sex 

couples ,  defy ing  a  federa l 

ban on gay marriage.

"Same sex marriage is the 

law of the land and Prop. 8 has 

no place in our constitution. 

It’s time that our laws affirm 

marriage equality

regardless of who you are or 

who you love. California stands 

with the LGBTQ+ community 

and their right to live freely."

Assemblymember Evan Low, 

who is part of the team who 

presented the amendment is 

on record stating: "California 

is ready for love, and these 

protections will protect against 

any future attempts to restrict 

marriage rights for same-sex 

and interracial couples."

Opponents of the proposition 

a r g u e  t h a t  P r o p  3  i s  t h e 

b e g i n n i n g  o f  a  “ s l i p p e r y 

s lope”  tha t  could  serve  as 

a precedent for other types 

o f  non- t r ad i t iona l  un ions , 

endangering youth, families 

a n d  s o c i e t y  i n  g e n e r a l . 

They also lean on Christian 

r e l i g i o u s  t e x t  t h a t  s t a t e s 

marriage is a union between 

a man and a woman.

Jonathan Keller, President of 

California Family Council is 

on record stating: "In a society 

like ours, you never can count 

on what people are will ing 

to do for legal and financial 

and pol i t ica l  reasons .  And 

ACA 3, again, eliminates any 

of those safeguards,  and i t 

opens up Pandora's Box. You 

could have siblings getting 

m a r r i e d .  Yo u  c o u l d  h a v e 

nephews and nieces marrying 

uncles and aunts. You could 

have, potentially even mothers 

and  fa thers  marry ing  each 

other, or mothers and children, 

o r  f a t h e r s  a n d  c h i l d r e n 

marrying each other."

A “yes” vote supports this 

constitutional amendment to:

· repeal Proposition 8 (2008), 

which def ined marr iage as 

a  un ion  be tween  one  man 

and one woman, and declare 

that  a  "r ight  to  marry is  a 

f undamen ta l  r i gh t "  i n  t he 

California Constitution.

A "no" vote opposes this 

constitutional amendment, 

thus  keeping  Propos i t ion 

8  ( 2 0 0 8 ) ,  w h i c h  d e f i n e d 

marriage as a union between 

one man and one woman, in 

the California Constitution. 

H o w e v e r,  t h e r e  w o u l d 

be  no change to  who can 

currently get married under 

current California law.

Supporters of the proposition believe the removal of the 
language in the state constitution would be guaranteed 
protection against any future attacks on a freedom that is 

already recognized by the Supreme Court.
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Attacks on People’s 
Stories are Attacks 

on People. Just 
Ask a Librarian

By Ben Jealous

Your tradi t ions 
a n d  p l a c e  i n 
t h e  A m e r i c a n 
s t o r y l i n e  a r e 

not real or valid. The history 
of your people is fiction.

T h a t  i s  t h e  m e s s a g e  a 
H o u s t o n ,  Te x a s  s u b u r b  i s 
sending to Native American 
k ids .  Jus t  three  days  af ter 
I n d i g e n o u s  P e o p l e ’s  D a y, 
October 17 was the deadline 
to move the book Colonization 
and  the  Wampanoag  S tory 
b y  L i n d a  C o o m b s  t o 
t h e  “ F i c t i o n ”  s e c t i o n  i n 
Montgomery County’s public 
libraries. The problem is the 
book is not fiction.

M y  w h i t e  a n c e s t o r s  o n 
my dad’s side of the family 
a r r i v e d  a t  t h e  P l y m o u t h 
Colony in Massachusetts 400 
years  ago  th is  year.  When 
they arrived, the Wampanoag 
people had already been there 

for 12,000 years.

T h e  Wa m p a n o a g  w e r e 
the f i rs t  t r ibe the Pi lgrims 
e n c o u n t e r e d  w h e n  t h e y 
ar r ived  on  the  Mayf lower. 
A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  b o o k ’s 
p u b l i s h e r ,  C o l o n i z a t i o n 
and  the  Wampanoag  S tory 
t e l l s ,  f r om an  Ind igenous 
perspective, “the true story 
of  the  Ind igenous  Nat ions 
of the American Northeast, 
i nc lud ing  the  Wampanoag 
nation and others, and their 
history up to present day.”

T h e  b o o k ’s  a u t h o r  i s  a 
Wampanoag Tribe historian 
with 50 years of experience 
in  he r  f i e ld .  Co lon iza t ion 
h a s  b e e n  c l a s s i f i e d  a s  a 
work  of  nonf ic t ion  by  the 
L i b r a r y  o f  C o n g r e s s  a n d 
m a j o r  l i b r a r y  s y s t e m s 
a c r o s s  Te x a s .  H o w e v e r , 
back in March, Montgomery 
C o u n t y  a d o p t e d  a  l i b r a r y 
materials  policy that  gives 

an unelected, uncredentialed 
Citizens Review Committee 
“sole  author i ty”  to  review 
any challenges to children’s, 
young adult ,  and parenting 
books  i n  pub l i c  l i b r a r i e s , 
basing their  assessment on 
u n d e f i n e d  “ s t a n d a r d s  a n d 
values” of the County.

Virtually anyone can file a 
complaint about a book. There 
i s  no t  even  a  r equ i rement 
for proof of local residency. 
T h e  C o m m i t t e e  t h e n  h a s 
t he  power  to  r ea s s ign  the 
book to “a more restrictive 
po r t ion  o f  t he  l i b ra ry”  o r 
r emove  i t  a l toge the r.  And 
its determination cannot be 
appealed. Librarians can be 
i n v o l v e d  i n  “ a n  a d v i s o r y 
capacity” at the discretion of 
the committee chairperson.

Terese  Kenny,  who owns 
Village Books in Montgomery 
County,  told Lonestar Live 
i n  M a r c h ,  “ A  t s u n a m i 

o f  c o m p l a i n t s  f r o m  o n e 
i n d i v i d u a l  o u t s i d e  o f  o u r 
s t a t e  o r  even  ou r  coun t ry 
could deplete the parenting, 
chi ldren’s and young adult 
shelves of books based on one 
person’s biases alone.”

A m e r i c a n  L i b r a r y 
Association (ALA) president 
Cindy Hohl is a member of 
Santee Sioux Nation. She is 
the ALA’s second Indigenous 
president and a former head of 
the American Indian Library 
Association. She notes that 
I n d i g e n o u s  A m e r i c a n s  – 
t h e  f i r s t  A m e r i c a n s  –  a r e 
s t i l l  h e r e  b y  t h e  m i l l i o n s 
a n d  s h e  l a m e n t s  t h e 
message this reclassification 
sends to Native kids.

Hohl told me, “This action 
by the citizen committee tells 
Ind igenous  k ids  tha t  the i r 
ancestors are merely fictional 
characters, not actual human 
beings, and that their people’s 
experiences and history are 
simply false, or even fantasy.”

The harmful reclassification 
of books is an extension of 
t h e  r e c e n t  w a v e  o f  b o o k 
bans and other authoritarian 
a t t acks  on  the  f reedom to 
learn across the country. PEN 
America has tracked close to 
10,000 book bans from July 
2021 through the end of the 
2023 school year. Among the 
banned books, 37 percent “had 
characters of color or themes 
of race and racism. 36 percent 
had LGBTQ+ characters or 
themes.” According to PEN’s 
count, the bans have happened 
in 41 states and at least 247 
school districts. In addition 
to burying Black, Indigenous, 
and LGBTQ+ perspectives and 
history, the censorship brigade 

is also targeting texts that tell 
the truth about climate change. 
Even children’s classics, like 
Where the Wild Things Are 
and The Lorax, are not safe.

Last year, Illinois became 
the first state in the nation to 
ban book banning. Maryland 
and  Minneso ta  have  s ince 
fo l lowed sui t .  More  s ta tes 
should. And they should also 
include protections against the 
kind of book reclassification 
happening now in Texas.

Illinois Secretary of State 
A l e x i  G i a n n o u l i a s ,  w h o 
initiated the bill in his state, 
said, “What this law does is it 
says, let’s trust our experience 
and education of our librarians 
to decide what books should 
be in circulation.”

On that  point ,  the  ALA’s 
Hohl was crystal clear:

“ W e  a s  L i b r a r y  a n d 
Information professionals are 
credentialed to do this work. 
We went to school and earned 
the Masters of Library and 
Information Science degree. 
And we should be trusted to do 
the work in our communities.”

She says we are seeing a 
consequence of not allowing 
librarians to do the job for 
which they were trained. “It 

brings harm to a child to hear 
that no longer is the history 
of their people deemed valid.”

Hohl also stressed the pride 
l i b r a r i ans  t ake  i n  he lp ing 
t h e i r  c o m m u n i t i e s  r i s e 
above  t he  mi s in fo rma t ion 
and disinformation spreading 
across America. “We are often 
qu ie t  people  bu t  we  s tand 
up for justice and serve on 
the frontlines of democracy 
each and every day.  Every 
day a library is open should 
b e  a n  o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  a n 
American to access accurate 
information and we are the 
protectors of that access.”

“Libraries are supposed to be 
safe spaces for everyone,” Hohl 
says.  “Strong communit ies 
have  s t rong  l ib ra r i e s ,  and 
i t  should  be  c lear  tha t  a l l 
are welcome, that everyone 
belongs in a library.”

A t t a c k s  o n  b o o k s  l i k e 
the  Colonizat ion  and the 
Wa m p a n o a g  S t o r y  s e n d 
t h e  o p p o s i t e  m e s s a g e . 
Marginalized groups should 
f ind safe  haven in public 
libraries. But how can they 
if libraries become one more 
place where their stories, 
perspectives, and histories 
are erased and invalidated?

Ben Jealous

THE JOYS OF VOTING
BY JULIANNE MALVEAUX

I love election season!

 I  love  the  ac t  o f 
v o t i n g .  I ’ v e  b e e n 
loving it since I was 

seven, when my mom let me 

pull the lever on her vote for 

John  F.  Kennedy  in  1960 . 

The vot ing s i te  was  jus t  a 

block from our house, in a 

n e i g h b o r ’s  g a r a g e ,  w h e r e 

three voting booths were set 

up along with a coffee urn 

and some cookies on a paper 

plate. The thick Slavic woman 

checked  Mom off  w i thou t 

a s k i n g  f o r  I D — e v e r y o n e 

in  the  ne ighborhood knew 

each other. "Help yourself to 

coffee, Marie," the lady said 

to Mom. "Little girl, you may 

have a  cookie ,  and there’s 

some juice over there." There 

was, indeed, a pretty pitcher 

of orange juice next to the 

plate of cookies. Mom poured 

herself a cup of coffee, took a 

sip, then told the lady in charge 

that she had to run to work and 

get this one (me) to school.

On the  shor t  walk  to  the 

p o l l i n g  p l a c e ,  M o m  t o l d 

me  abou t  B lack  peop le  in 

Mississippi,  where she was 

from, and how we fought for 

the right to vote. She spoke 

of Medgar Evers and Fannie 

Lou Hamer and told me to 

" r e m e m b e r  t h o s e  n a m e s . " 

She said I should never miss 

the opportunity to vote, "no 

matter what." Then we stepped 

into the curtained "booth," and 

she said, "Who are we voting 

for?" and I said, "Kennedy." 

She said, "Show me," and I 

pointed to JFK’s name on the 

ballot. She let me punch the 

card, then she did the other 

punches for state and local 

races. Then I got to push the 

lever that  would al low our 

votes to be counted.

O n  t h e  w a l k  h o m e ,  I 

peppered her with questions: 

"Who are those other people 

you voted for? Why is voting 

s o  i m p o r t a n t ?  W h y  w e r e 

people killed just because they 

wanted to vote?" "Remember 

your  ques t ions , "  she  sa id , 

"and we can talk this evening. 

But remember this, more than 

any th ing  e l se :  vo t ing  i s  a 

sacred duty." More than sixty 

years later, I still remember 

that day. I remember Mom’s 

intensity about voting. And I 

remember, that evening, her 

telling the five of us children 

about voting. Brother, a year 

or so younger than me, only 

partly understood. The twins 

were four, and they probably 

d i d n ’ t  f u l l y  f o l l o w  t h e 

conversation, but they liked 

it  when we all  sat together 

and talked. From that day until 

this, I’ve loved voting. I don’t 

th ink  I ’ve  ever  missed  an 

opportunity to vote in my life.

I  love going to  a  pol l ing 

place and enjoying the buzz 

of activity as people sign in, 

queue  up ,  and  wai t  for  an 

available voting booth. With 

technology, the energy is a 

bit different, as many as 45 

percent of us vote by mail. 

Thanks  to  COVID,  people 

have  changed  the i r  vo t ing 

habits, with mail ballots often 

far more convenient than going 

to a polling place. But I miss 

the buzz, the crush of people, 

the random conversation one 

engages in while waiting in 

line. I saw some of that energy 

when Roland Martin broadcast 

from Friendship West Baptist 

Church on the f i rs t  day of 

voting in Dallas. There, the 

lines snaked around a corner, 

b u t  p e o p l e  w e r e  i n  g o o d 

spirits. Voting is a communal 

act, and even if it’s less so 

because so many vote by mail, 

the lines and the camaraderie 

are the spirit of democracy.

S o m e  R e p u b l i c a n s  h a v e 

been trying to steal that joy, 

making  ea r ly  vo t ing  more 

difficult, and using other voter 

suppression tactics to keep 

people away from the polls. 

And then some don’t  need 

suppression tact ics  to  s tay 

away. These are the people 

who’ve decided that their votes 

don’t matter, even though we 

know how powerful a single 

vote can be—not to mention 

collective votes. Rev. Jesse 

Jackson  used  to  say,  "The 

hands  tha t  p icked  peaches 

can pick Presidents." In other 

words,  every single one of 

us holds power in our hands. 

If Black voters' turnout was 

reflective of our population 

size, we could have elected 

Stacey Abrams as governor of 

Georgia. Our collective votes 

brought us two Democratic 

s e n a t o r s  f r o m  G e o r g i a , 

Rev.  Raphael  Warnock and 

activist Jon Ossoff. But some 

aren’t swayed by these facts, 

preferring to sit out the voting 

o p p o r t u n i t y  b e c a u s e  t h e y 

think the system is warped.

I  am saddened by those 

who will not experience the 

joy of  voting.  Voting is  a 

joy, a pleasure, a privilege, 

and  an  oppor tun i ty  tha t 

e v e r y  c i t i z e n  m u s t  a v a i l 

t h e m s e l v e s  o f .  S u re ,  t h e 

system isn’t perfect. Indeed, 

it has inequality at its roots, 

when only propertied white 

m e n  c o u l d  e x e r c i s e  t h e 

franchise. Now, we can all 

vote, but many don’t. I will 

proudly and gleefully cast 

my vote for Vice President 

Kamala Harris on November 

5. Join the joy. Vote!

Dr. Julianne Malveaux
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Little Zion 
Baptist Church

El Bethel 
Missionary 

Baptist Church

St. Peter's 
Missionary 

Baptist Church

Neighborhood
Baptist Church

Cornerstone
Missionary 

Baptist Church

Evergreen 
Baptist Church

Ascension 
Baptist Church

Shekinah 
Christian 

Fellowship

Mount Calvary Baptist Church Living Word
Church of God In Christ

Ebenezer 
Baptist Church

1245 Divisadero Street
San Francisco, CA

1320 Golden Gate
San Francisco, CA. 
921-4850, 921-0878

1601 Newcomb Avenue
San Francisco, CA. 

94124

608 Hayes Street
San Francisco, CA

6190 3rd Street
San Francisco, CA. 

94124
Phone: (415) 822-4071

Fax: (415) 822-0156

6270 3rd Street
San Francisco, CA.

1311 Quesada ave.
San Francisco, CA. 

94124 
(415) 822-9488

790 Tennessee St.
San Francisco, CA. 

94107
(415) 646-0747

4000 Middlefield Rd.
(Cubberly Community 

CTR)
Palo Alto, CA. 94306

(650) 569-6944

12 Westlake Ave
Daly City CA. 94014

275 Divisadero Street
San Francisco, CA.

Rev. Dr. J.P. Alexander
Rev. Lane Hawkins

Rev. Kenneth R. Reece 
Pastor

Rev. Jackey Wilson 
Pastor

Rev. Anthony  
Anderson

Ella Henderson, Bishop 
& Founder of SCF

Rev Roy Northington 
Pastor

Rev. Derrick Lomax 
Pastor

Sunday School                    9:00am
Morning Worship 11:am
Evening Worship  6:pm

Church School 9: am
Children's Church  10:am
Morning Worship             10:45 
qm
Bible Study 1-2pm & 6:30-
7:30pm

Prayer meeting
Wednesday 12:00 Noon

Church School                   9:30 am
Morning Worship                 11: qm
Tuesday Usher meeting        7:pm
Wednesday Bible Study 7: pm
Tuesday Choir Rehearsal  
7: pm

Prayer and Teacher meeting
Wednesday 7:30PM

Sunday School                   9:30 
am
Morning Worship                 11: qm
Evening Worship 6: pm
Bible Class Monday 5: pm

Sunday School                   9:00 am
Morning Worship                 10:25: qm

Communion Every 1st Sunday
Baptism Every 2nd Sunday
Prayer Meeting/Bible Study
6:30-8:30 pm Wednesday

Abundant Life Recovery Ministry
6:30 pm Mondays

Sunday School                   9:15 am
Morning Worship                 10:45: qm
Evening Worship                 7:30 pm

Sunday School                   9:15 
am
Morning Worship                 10:40: 
qm

Wendesday
Teacher's Meeting 6: pm
Sr. Mission                         5: pm
Children's Bible Study 5: pm
Bible Study                     6:45 pm

Saturday
Food Pantry                    10-11 am

Morning Worship                 10:15: 
qm

Bible Study
Tuesday 6:30 PM
Church School 

Wednesday 7: pm
Communion every 1st Sunday

Tyrone and Demetra Hillman 
Pastor

Sunday School - 9:am
Morning worship - 10:15 am

Radio: Sunday 9:30 am KDYA
TV: Tuesday and Friday 8:30am

KTLN Total Living Network

Sunday School - 10:am
Morning worship - 11:00 am

Wednesday
Bible Discussion  7: pm
Come and Listen to Rev. Roy 
Northington, a gifted speaker, 
as he delivers the most pow-
erful and timely message of 
our day and age. Prepare to 
be changed. Expect to be 

changed

Sunday School -              10:00: am
Morning worship -            11:30 am
Wed Bible Class                 8:00 pm
Friday Prayer Service         8:00 pm

Rev. Keva L. McNeill, 
Pastor

Jonah Runs 
and Is 

Found Out
Jonah1:7-17
Related Scriptures: 2 Kings 
5:15-19; Numbers 26:52-56; 
Acts 17:24-27
Place: Joppa and the 
Mediterranean Sea
Time: 780 B.C.
Golden Text: “Now the Lord 
had prepared a great fish to 
swallow up Jonah. And Jonah 
was in the belly of the fish 
three days and three nights” 
(Jonah 1:17).
Thank God for our studies and, 
after looking at Daniel, we now 

turn to Jonah. Of course, Dan-
iel modeled well how believers 
should live. However, Jonah’s atti-
tude toward the unbelieving world 
is less exemplary. Yet God loved 
Jonah as He loved Daniel. Let's 
examine God’s love for the proph-
et Jonah. We will see how God’s 
love for Jonah led Him to discipline 
and protect him. This lesson is for 
all Christians to understand that 
our sinfulness and disobedience 
will lead God to discipline us. The 
principle in this lesson simplifies 
the reality that God disciplines 
us because He loves us as His 

children. Let us be wise enough 
to accept any discipline from the 
Lord as pure evidence of His ev-
erlasting love for His own. Most 
importantly, we should always re-
spond to God’s disciplinary love.
Jonah’s actions resulted in a 
huge problem (Jonah 1:7-9). If 
you’re in God’s will, He always 
supplies what He demands—
that is, He picks up the tab and 
provides what’s needed. But 
when Jonah ran from the will 
of God, he paid the fare himself 
(see Jonah 1:3). Running from 
God’s agenda can cost you time, 
money, health, peace, and joy. 
But make no mistake: it will cost 
you (Tony Evans Commentary).
These days, we hear much about 
“Mother Nature” but little about 
Father God. He’s the one who 
threw a great wind against Jonah. 
When you’re running from God 
and things get windy, that’s not a 
chance event. If you’re a Christian 
and rebelling against God, He’s 
coming after you. And one of the 
ways He does this is through cir-
cumstances. The negative circum-
stances in your life may be a storm 
with your name on it (Jonah 1:4).
In Jonah 1:5-6, “the sailors were 
afraid and threw the ship’s cargo 
into the sea to lighten the load.” 
When Jonah disobeyed God, he 
not only messed up his own life 
but also the lives of those around 
him. If you think your sin only af-

fects you, you’re wrong. When we 
run from God, the same storms 
we cause hit the people around 
us. Jonah was in the midst of the 
storm. You can get so far out of the 
will of God that you sleep through 
a storm designed to discipline you. 
My God! The captain roused him 
from his slumber and urged him 
to call on his God so they wouldn’t 
perish. Notice the irony: the pa-
gan sailor was telling the preach-
er to pray! When Jonah wouldn’t 
respond to discipline, the Lord re-
buked him through an unbeliever.
The sailors decided to cast lots 
(a practice like rolling dice) to see 
who was the cause of their prob-
lems. In God’s providence, this 
led them to Jonah. The prophet 
told them that he was a Hebrew 
who worshiped the Lord, the God 
of the heavens, who made the 
sea and the dry land (Jonah 1:9). 
When they heard that, they were 
terrified. It was clear to them that 
Jonah had made his God, the one 
who was apparently trying to kill 
them with the power of His sea, un-
happy by fleeing (see Jonah 1:10).
Though they attempted to avoid 
Jonah’s counsel at first (Jonah 
1:11-13), eventually they gave 
in and threw him into the sea. 
As a result, the sea stopped its 
raging (see Jonah 1:15). The 
problem that was causing their 
trouble was spiritual, not merely 
meteorological or social. And the 

same is true for many of our prob-
lems. Often, solutions must be 
based on a spiritual perspective.
These sailors, who earlier were 
praying to their false gods (Jonah 
1:5), suddenly called out to the 
Lord, offered a sacrifice to Him, 
and made vows (Jonah 1:14, 
16). Within their actions is a re-
minder that God is sovereign—
even when you are out of His will. 
Your disobedience doesn’t stop 
His agenda; He will accomplish 
His purposes. The Lord used 
Jonah’s disobedience to make 
these sinning sailors pray to Him. 
So, even in our rebellion, God 
can accomplish His work. Ulti-
mately, you don’t determine what 
God accomplishes; you only de-
termine where you fit in the plan.
Jonah was still unwilling to submit 
to God. He was willing to choose 
death instead (Jonah 1:12, 15). 
But once again, God wouldn’t let 
him escape: the Lord appointed a 
great fish to swallow Jonah (Jonah 
1:17). When you’re running from 
a particular aspect of your call-
ing, God will send circumstances, 
and they will find you. The wind 
obeyed, the sea obeyed, and 
the fish obeyed. But there was 
still a problem with the preacher.
When Jonah identified himself 
as “I am a Hebrew,” he was as-
sociating himself with the people 
of the Lord’s covenant (see Gen-
esis 14:13). "I fear the Lord"—

fear here indicates an ongoing 
activity of awe before the Lord, 
of piety in His presence, of obe-
dience to His word, and of sav-
ing faith (Genesis 22:12; Exo-
dus 20:20). Yet Jonah’s actions 
contradicted his words. Many 
people say they have faith in 
God but live as if they do not.
The God of heaven: The Lord 
is not merely a local deity wor-
shiped by an obscure people; 
He is the Supreme Ruler over 
all people and all creation (see 
Ezra 1:2; Nehemiah 1:4, 5). But 
when Jonah was swallowed by 
a fish, he prayed. Some of us 
don’t get right with God until cir-
cumstances are so adverse that 
they swallow us whole, but God 
knows what it takes to teach us 
to repent and pray. As a result, 
Jonah remembered the Lord 
(Jonah 2:7). He remembered 
that salvation belongs to the 
Lord; therefore, he was ready 
to fulfill what he had previously 
vowed (Jonah 2:9). The prophet 
was ready to fulfill his obliga-
tion to speak the words of God.
Finally, in Jonah 2:10, “And the 
Lord spake unto the fish, and 

it vomited out Jonah upon the 
dry land.” Glory to God! God 
is a God of another chance. 
Amen! (Tony Evans Commen-
tary, King James, Jonah 2:1-9).
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St. John Missionary 
Baptist Church

825 Newhall Street
Reverend Mervin Redmond, Pastor
San Francisco, CA 94124

(415) 826-5639 or 550-9324
Sunday

Sunday School 9:00 AM
Morning Worship 10:25 AM
Children’s Ministry 10:25 AM
Nurture for Baptist 6:15 PM

Wednesday
Prayer Services/Bible Study

Midday 11:30 AM
Evening 6:45 PM

Communion – 1st Sunday
For information about other activities

Call (415) 826-5639 or visit us at 
www.stjohnsf.org

ADOPTIONS
  

PREGNANT? CONSIDER-

ING ADOPTION? Call us 

first. Living expenses, hous-

ing, medical, and continued 

support afterwards. Choose 

adoptive family of your 

choice. Call 24/7.  1-877-

879-4709 (Cal-SCAN)

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Place these house ads spo-

radically throughout your 

classified sections to promote 

the network - Thank you!

 

DID YOU KNOW 7 IN 
10 Americans or 158 
million U.S. Adults 
read content from 
newspaper media 

each week? Discover 
the Power of News-

paper 
Advertising. For a free 

brochure call 916-288-

6011 or email cecelia@

cnpa.com   (Cal-SCAN)

 

DID YOU KNOW 144 mil-

lion U.S. Adults read a 

Newspaper print copy each 

week? Discover the Power 

of Newspaper Advertis-

ing. For a free brochure call 

916-288-6011 or email cece-

lia@cnpa.com   (Cal-SCAN)

  

EVERY BUSINESS has a 

story to tell! Get your mes-

sage out with California’s 

PRMedia Release – the 

only Press Release Service 

operated by the press to 

get press! For more info con-

tact Cecelia @ 916-288-6011 

or http://prmediarelease.

com/california (Cal-SCAN)

AUTOS WANTED
  

DONATE YOUR CAR, 

TRUCK OR BOAT TO HERI-

TAGE FOR THE BLIND. 

FREE 3 Day Vacation, Tax 

Deductible, Free Towing, All 

Paperwork Taken Care of. Call 

800-731-5042 (Cal-SCAN)

  

Got an older car, boat or RV? 

Do the humane thing. Donate 

it to the Humane Society. Call 

1- 800-743-1482 (Cal-SCAN)

  

GET CASH FOR 
CARS/TRUCKS!!! All 
Makes/Models 2000-
2016! Top $$$ Paid! 

Any Condition! Used 
or wrecked. Running 
or Not. Free Towing! 

Call For 
Offer: 1- 888-417-

9150. (Cal-SCAN)

AUTOS WANTED/LUXURY

KILL AD - DO NOT 
RUN

WANTED! Old Porsche 

356/911/912 for restoration 

by hobbyist 1948-1973 Only. 

Any condition, top $ paid 

707 965-9546  (Cal-SCAN)

CABLE/SATELLITE 
TV

  

Switch to DIRECTV. Lock 

in 2-Year Price Guarantee 

($50/month) w/AT&T Wire-

less. Over 145 Channels 

PLUS Popular Movie Net-

works for Three Months, 

No Cost! Call 1- 800-

385-9017 (Cal-SCAN)

  

DISH TV - BEST DEAL 

EVER! Only $39.99/mo. Plus 

$14.99/mo. Internet (where 

avail.) FREE Streaming. 

FREE Install (up to 6 rooms.) 

FREE HD-DVR. Call 1-

800-357-0810 (Cal-SCAN)

FINANCIAL SERVICES

  

SOCIAL SECURITY 
DISABILITY BEN-
EFITS. Unable to 

work? Denied ben-
efits? We Can Help! 
WIN or Pay Nothing! 
Contact Bill Gordon 

& Associates at 
1-800-

966-1904 to start your ap-

plication today! (Cal-SCAN)

H E A L T H / F I T N E S S

  

ELIMINATE CELLU-
LITE and Inches in 
weeks! All natural. 

Odor free. Works for 
men or women.  Free 
month supply on se-
lect packages. Order 

now! 844-703-
9774. (Cal-SCAN)

H E A L T H / M E D I C A L

NEW AD -   

OXYGEN - Anytime.  Any-

where.  No tanks to refill.  

No deliveries.  The  All-New 

Inogen One G4 is only 2.8 

pounds!  FAA approved! 

FREE info kit: 844-359-

3976. (Cal-SCAN)

  

VIAGRA and CIALIS US-

ERS! Cut your drug costs! 

SAVE $$! 50 Pills for $99.00. 

FREE Shipping! 100% 

Guaranteed and Discreet. 

CALL 1-800-624-9105 (Cal-

S C A N )

  

Stop OVERPAYING for 

your prescriptions! SAVE! 

Call our licensed Cana-

dian and International phar-

macy, compare prices and 

get $25.00 OFF your first 

prescription! CALL 1-800-

273-0209 Promo Code 

CDC201625. (Cal-SCAN)

  

Got Knee Pain? Back 

Pain? Shoulder Pain? Get 

a pain-relieving brace -little 

or NO cost to you. Medi-

care Patients Call Health 

Hotline Now! 1- 800-796-

5091 (Cal-SCAN)

 

HELP WANTED
  

Sales RepresentativCali-

fornia Trade Association 

located in Sacramento 

is seeking someone with 

strong knowledge for Ad-

vertising, print, digital and 

social media solutions, 

great with detail, an amaz-

ing attitude, and a passion 

for selling content and in-

tegrated partnerships. 3-5 

years experience a plus. 

We offer a competitive 

base salary, commission 

and bonus plan, along with 

great benefit package. 

Email Resume and Sal-

ary History to jobs@cnpa.

com. EOE (Cal-SCAN)

HOME SECURITY

  

Protect your home with 

fully customizable secu-

rity and 24/7 monitoring 

right from your smartphone. 

Receive up to $1500 in 

equipment, free (restrictions

 apply). Call 1-800-

918-4119 (Cal-SCAN)

 

INSURANCE/HEALTH
  

Lowest Prices on Health 

& Dental Insurance. We 

have the best rates from 

top companies! Call Now! 

888-989-4807. (Cal-SCAN)

LAND FOR SALE/

OUT OF STATNEW 

AD -   WEEK OF 01/15

NORTHERN AZ WIL-
DERNESS RANCH 

$236 MONTH - Quiet 
& secluded 37 acre 

off the grid self-suffi-
ciency ranch bor-

dering 640 wooded 
acres of State Trust 

lands at cool clear 6,200’ 

elevation. Minutes from his-

toric pioneer town & fish-

ing lake. True wilderness 

with free roaming wildlife, 

no urban noise & dark 

sky nights. Blend of ever-

green woodlands & grassy 

meadows with sweeping 

views across surround-

ing uninhabited wilderness 

mountains and valleys. 

Abundant groundwater, 

rich loam garden soil & 

maintained road access. 

Camping and RV use ok. 

$27,500, $2,750 dn. with no 

qualifying seller financing. 

FREE BROCHURE with 

additional property descrip-

tions, prices, photos, topo 

map, weather chart, area 

info. 1st United Realty 

800.966.6690. (Cal-SCAN) 

LEGAL SERVICES
  

Xarelto users have you had 

complications due to inter-

nal bleeding (after Janu-

ary 2012)? If so, you MAY 

be due financial compen-

sation. If you don’t have 

an attorney, CALL In-

juryfone today! 1-800-

425-4701. (Cal-SCAN)

Under Legal Services - 

e .

  

 

DID YOU KNOW Infor-

mation is power and con-

tent is King? Do you need 

timely access to public no-

tices and remain relevant 

in today’s hostile business 

climate? Gain the edge 

with California Newspaper 

Publishers Association new 

innovative website capub-

licnotice.com and check 

out the FREE One-Month 

Trial Smart Search Fea-

ture. For more informa-

tion call Cecelia @ (916) 

288-6011 or www.capub-

licnotice.com (Cal-SCAN)

 

MEDICAL SUPPLIES/
EQUIPMENT

  

Safe Step Walk-In Tub! 

Alert for Seniors. Bath-

room falls can be fatal. Ap-

proved by Arthritis Founda-

tion. Therapeutic Jets. Less 

Than 4 Inch Step-In. Wide 

Door. Anti-Slip Floors. Ameri-

can Made. Installation In-

cluded. Call 800-799-4811 

for $750 Off. (Cal-SCAN)

MISCELLANEOUS
  SAWMILLS from only 

$4397.00- MAKE & SAVE 

MONEY with your own 

bandmill- Cut lumber any 

dimension. In stock ready to 

ship! FREE Info/DVD: 

www.NorwoodSawmi l l s .

com 1-800-578-1363 

Ext.300N (Cal-SCAN)

MISCELLANEOUS 
FOR SAL  

HOME BREAK-INS take 

less than 60 SECONDS. 

Don’t wait!  Protect your 

family, your home, your as-

sets NOW for as little as 

70¢ a day! Call 855-404-

7601(Cal-SCAN)
PERSONALS-ADULT
  

Meet singles right now! No 

paid operators, just real 

people like you. Browse 

greetings, exchange mes-

sages and connect live. 

Try it free. Call now: 800-

945-3392. (Cal-SCAN)

REAL ESTATPlace this house 

ad under Real Estate & Run 

e - Thank you!

 

  

DID YOU KNOW Informa-

tion is power and content is 

King? Do you need timely 

access to public notices 

and remain relevant in to-

day’s highly competitive 

market? Gain an edge 

with California Newspa-

per Publishers Associa-

tion new innovative website 

capublicnotice.com and 

check out the Smart Search 

Feature. For more informa-

tion call Cecelia @ (916) 

288-6011 or www.capub-

licnotice.com (Cal-SCAN)

SENIOR LIVING

  

A PLACE FOR MOM. 
The nation’s largest 
senior living referral 
service. Contact our 
trusted,local experts 
today! Our service is 
FREE/no obligation. 

CALL 1-
800-550-4822. (Cal-SCAN)

TAX SERVICES

  

Do you owe over $10,000 

to the IRS or State in back 

taxes?  Our firm works to 

reduce the tax bill or zero 

it out completely FAST. 

Call now 855-993-5796 

( C a l - S C A N )
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with her own life.

“Arnold was a standup man,” 
s a i d  M a d r i d  J o h n s o n ,  a n 
assistant pastor at First Union 

Church and a local business 
owner. “I knew him in different 
capacities, and he was always a 
positive and uplifting figure.”

“Arnold was a neighborhood 
h i s t o r i a n , ”  s a i d  A c e 
Washington.  “He needed to 
put things in a book because 

he had a wealth of information 
a b o u t  F i l l m o r e  a n d  S a n 
Francisco history.”

W a s h i n g t o n  f i r s t  m e t 
Townsend in the mid-1970s 
w h e n  To w n s e n d  w o r k e d 
a s  a  r a d i o  p e r s o n a l i t y  o n 
KPOO 89.5 FM. At the time, 

Townsend was also working 
w i t h  Wi l l i e  B r o w n ,  w h o 
was  then  a  member  o f  the 
California State Legislature. 
Ove r  t he  yea r s ,  Townsend 
collaborated with numerous 
San Francisco nonprofits and, 
before his death, was serving 

as the assistant president of the 
San Francisco NAACP.

“He did a lot politically and 
socially,  securing housing, 
jobs, and civic involvement 
for Black San Franciscans,” 
s a i d  H o w a r d  S m i t h ,  a 
Fillmore community activist. 

“Arnold was like an uncle, 
a mentor, and a pillar of the 
community. He was one of 
the key figures who went to 
Washington, D.C., to secure 
funding  for the  E l la  Hi l l 
Hutch Community Center. 
He will be hard to replace.”

Rev. Townsend Funeral
Continued from page 1

California Increases Wages for Health Care Workers
By Stacy M. Brown
NNPA Newswire Senior 
National Correspondent
@StacyBrownMedia

Ca l i f o r n i a  h a s 
i n c r e a s e d 
wages for some 
o f  t h e  l o w e s t -

p a i d  h e a l t h c a r e 

workers in the state.

According to the University 
of California, Berkeley Labor 
Center,  the new minimum-
wage increase to $25 an hour 
ove r  the  nex t  decade  wi l l 
affect approximately 460,00 
workers  in  the  heal th  care 
industry. Under the new law, 
which took effect  Oct .  16, 
p r o f e s s i o n a l s  w o r k i n g  a t 

rural independent healthcare 
facilities will earn a minimum 
of $18 an hour immediately. 
Hospitals with at least 10,000 
employees will  now have a 
minimum wage f loor  of  a t 
least $23 an hour.

Gov. Gavin Newsom signed 
the  l aw las t  yea r,  and  the 
wage increase was supposed 

to take effect on June 1, 2024. 
However,  the  s ta te  budget 
deficit of nearly $46 billion 
at  the t ime caused a  delay 
i n  i m p l e m e n t i n g  t h e  p a y 
increase for some months.

John Logan,  professor  of 
Labor and Employment at San 
Francisco State University, 
said that the wage increase will 

help the health care industry 

retain and recruit workers in 

an interview with ABC News.

" I t ' s  a  way  o f  p rov id ing 

s o m e t h i n g  a p p r o a c h i n g  a 

living wage for hundreds of 

thousands of workers that didn't 

have it before," said Logan.

The  min imum wage  for 

most workers in California 

is $16 and voters will decide 

in  November to  increase 

the rate to $18 an hour by 

2026. Increasing the wage 

would  make  the  rate  the 

highest statewide minimum 

wage in the country.

Black and Latino Men Lag in Developmental 
Education, Study Reveals

By Stacy M. Brown
NNPA Newswire Senior 
National Correspondent
@StacyBrownMedia

Bl a c k  a n d 
L a t i n o  m e n 
have the lowest 
e d u c a t i o n a l 

a t t a i n m e n t  i n  t h e  s t a t e , 
according  to  a  report  on 
deve lopmenta l  educat ion 
reform by the Public Policy 
I n s t i t u t e  o f  C a l i f o r n i a 
(PPIC).  Recent state data 
s h o w s  t h a t  o n l y  1 3 %  o f 
Latino and 16% of Black 
men between  the  ages  o f 
2 2  a n d  2 7  h a v e  a t  l e a s t 
a  b a c h e l o r ’ s  d e g r e e , 
according to the report.

The  leve l  o f  educa t iona l 
attainment of Black and Latino 
women is nearly double that of 
their male counterparts.

When it  comes to college 
enrollment and completion, 
“persistence may be the biggest 
challenge for Latino and Black 
men,” with more than half of 
them leaving college without 
a degree or transferring.

T h e  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e 
implemented Assembly Bill 
705 ,  a  l aw  tha t  manda t ed 
r e fo rms  i n  deve lopmen ta l 
education. The reforms allowed 
historically underrepresented 
students such as Black and 
Latino Men to use community 

colleges as a primary gateway 
to higher education. The data 
also revealed that Black and 
Latino men lag in educational 
attainment compared to White 
and Asian students.

“ T h e  i m p l i c a t i o n s  o f 
t he  g rowing  r ac i a l  gap  in 
bachelor’s degree attainment 
are significant,  considering 
t h a t  a  g r o w i n g  s h a r e  o f 
California’s future labor force 
will come from these groups,” 
the report  s tated regarding 
the future contr ibut ions of 
Black and Latino men.

In California ,  community 
colleges are the primary access 
point to higher education for 

Black and Latino students . 
M o s t  u n d e r r e p r e s e n t e d 
students transfer to a four-
year  inst i tut ion to  a t ta in  a 
bachelor’s degree. However, 
state data shows that transfer 
rates remain low among Black 
and Latino male students, and 
few students succeed in their 
goal to transfer and pursue a 
bachelor’s degree.

Desp i t e  the  l ow co l l ege 
g r a d u a t i o n  r a t e s  a m o n g 
Black and Latino students, 
AB705 has helped reform 
developmental  educat ion. 
The study recommended that 
institutions of higher learning 
c r e a t e  a n d  i m p l e m e n t 

initiatives that help connect 

students  to academic and 

student services, including 

resources that cult ivate a 

broader sense of belonging 

for men of color.

Recent state data shows that only 13% of Latino and 16% 
of Black men between the ages of 22 and 27 have at least a 

bachelor’s degree, according to the report.

Over 60,000 Public Servants 
Receive Debt Relief as Biden-Harris 

Administration Continues Push 
for Student Loan Forgiveness

By Stacy M. Brown
NNPA Newswire Senior 
National Correspondent
@StacyBrownMedia

The Biden-Harris 
Adminis trat ion 
a p p r o v e d 
r o u g h l y  $ 4 . 5 

b i l l i o n  i n  s t u d e n t  l o a n 
forgiveness for over 60,000 
p u b l i c  s e r v i c e  w o r k e r s 
nat ionwide ,  a  s igni f icant 
e x p a n s i o n  o f  t h e  P u b l i c 
Service Loan Forgiveness 
(PSLF) Program. The action 
brings the administration’s 
to ta l  l oan  forg iveness  to 
over $175 billion for more 
than 4.8 million Americans, 
with $74 bill ion explicitly 
benefiting public servants 
t h ro u g h  P S L F,  re a c h i n g 
over one million individuals, 
including teachers, nurses, 
social workers, and veterans.

The improvements to PSLF 
c o m e  d e s p i t e  c o n t i n u e d 
o p p o s i t i o n  f r o m  M A G A 
Repub l i c ans  and  s e tbacks 
from the U.S. Supreme Court. 
“H ighe r  educa t i on  shou ld 
be  a  pa thway to  economic 
opportunity—not a lifetime of 
debt,” Vice President Kamala 
H a r r i s ,  t h e  D e m o c r a t i c 

presidential  nominee,  said. 
“When President Biden and 
I  t o o k  o f f i c e ,  o n l y  7 , 0 0 0 
people had ever been approved 
f o r  P u b l i c  S e r v i c e  L o a n 
F o rg i v e n e s s .  To d a y,  I  a m 
proud to say that a record one 
million teachers, nurses, first 
responders,  social workers, 
a n d  o t h e r  p u b l i c  s e r v i c e 
workers have received student 
debt cancellation.”

B e f o r e  t h e  B i d e n - H a r r i s 
Admin i s t r a t i on ,  t he  PSLF 
P r o g r a m ,  w h i c h  f o r g i v e s 
the remaining student  loan 
balance for  borrowers who 
make 120 qualifying monthly 
payments while working in 
public service, had significant 
p r o b l e m s .  S e c r e t a r y  o f 
Educat ion Miguel  Cardona 
pointed out that  “countless 
public servants were trapped 
making payments  on debts 
that should have been forgiven 
before the administrat ion’s 
reforms.” Since implementing 
a limited waiver and regulatory 
changes, the administration has 
allowed borrowers to manage 
t h e i r  P S L F  a p p l i c a t i o n s 
and track progress entirely 
on studentaid.gov.

The  l a t e s t  da ta  on  PSLF 

d i s c h a rg e s  a n d  a p p r o v a l s 
r e v e a l  t h a t  b o r r o w e r s  i n 
every  s ta te  have benef i ted 
from substantial student loan 
forgiveness under the Public 
Se rv i ce  Loan  Forg ivenes s 
(PSLF) Program and its recent 
expansions. In Florida, 55,330 
borrowers saw $4.65 billion 
in student loan debt canceled, 
making it one of the largest 
states for forgiveness.

O h i o ,  w i t h  4 4 , 2 4 0 
bor rowers ,  r ece ived  re l i e f 
totaling over $3.08 bill ion, 
and Pennsylvania’s  44,150 
b o r r o w e r s  b e n e f i t e d  f r o m 
$ 3 . 1 5  b i l l i o n  i n  d e b t 
cancellation. Michigan also 
saw significant relief,  with 
$ 2 . 5  b i l l i o n  f o rg i v e n  f o r 
35,400 borrowers, supporting 
a wide range of public servants 
across the state.

Georgia, with over 41,610 
bor rowers ,  rece ived  $3 .79 
b i l l i o n  i n  r e l i e f ,  w h i l e 
Wisconsin reported 18,980 
borrowers freed from $1.17 
bil l ion in debt.  In Nevada, 
m o r e  t h a n  5 , 7 4 0  p u b l i c 
s e r v a n t s  b e n e f i t e d ,  w i t h 
$ 4 3 2 . 4  m i l l i o n  f o r g i v e n . 
Pub l i c  s e rv i ce  worke r s  i n 
these  s ta tes ,  ranging  f rom 

educators to first responders, 
are  among the one mil l ion 
Americans whose loans have 
been forgiven since October 
2021 through PSLF, TEPSLF, 
and the limited waiver.

In the District of Columbia, 
over 5,500 borrowers received 
fo rg iveness ,  amount ing  to 
$510 .5  mi l l i on .  Mary l and 
and Virginia saw relief  for 
over 60,000 borrowers, with 
b a l a n c e s  t o t a l i n g  n e a r l y 
$4 .75  b i l l i on  be tween  the 
two states. Harris noted that 
the administration’s push for 
PSLF goes beyond numbers, 
as  i t  o ffe r s  genuine  re l i e f 
to public servants who have 
ded ica t ed  the i r  ca ree r s  t o 
helping their communities.

“As I  travel our nation, I 
meet  many of  these public 
servants who say they now 
have  more  money  in  the i r 
pocket to put towards buying 
a home, renting an apartment, 
g e t t i n g  a  c a r ,  s t a r t i n g  a 
family, and saving up for the 
future,” she said.

T h e  B i d e n - H a r r i s 
A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  h a s  a l s o 
tackled student debt through 
b r o a d e r  i n i t i a t i v e s .  O v e r 
$ 5 6 . 5  b i l l i o n  h a s  b e e n 

a p p r o v e d  u n d e r  i n c o m e -
driven repayment plans, with 
adjustments helping borrowers 
move closer to forgiveness. 
The  a ffec ted  bor rowers  of 
an addit ional  $28.7 bi l l ion 
received relief, while those 
w i t h  t o t a l  a n d  p e r m a n e n t 
d isabi l i t ies  received $16.2 
bi l l ion.  The administrat ion 
h a s  a l s o  t a k e n  s t e p s  t o 
p r o t e c t  f u t u r e  b o r r o w e r s 
from excessive debt, such as 
securing a $900 increase to 
the Pell  Grant—the largest 
in a decade—and finalizing 
rules to prevent institutions 

from burdening students with 
unaffordable debt.

“While Republican elected 
off ic ials  do everything in 
their power to block millions 
of  their own const i tuents 
from receiving this much-
needed economic rel ief ,  I 
will  continue our work to 
lower costs ,  make higher 
education more affordable, 
and relieve the burden of 
student debt,” Harris stated. 
“I  am ful ly  committed to 
doing what is necessary to 
build an economy that works 
for every American.”

The Biden-Harris Administration has also tackled student 
debt through broader initiatives. Over $56.5 billion has 
been approved under income-driven repayment plans, with 
adjustments helping borrowers move closer to forgiveness. 
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