
Gov. Newsom and First 
Partner Jennifer Siebel 

Newsom Host 2024 Hall 
of Fame Ceremony

By Antonio Ray Harvey

Former Assembly 
Speaker and San 
Francisco Mayor 
W i l l i e  B r o w n 

a n d  t h re e  o t h e r  A f r i c a n 
Americans were among 10 
luminaries inducted into the 
2024 Class of the California 
Hall of Fame on Feb. 8.

The 17th Annual California 
Hall of Fame ceremony was 
held at the California Museum.

“The California Hall of Fame 
is one of our families’ favorite 
traditions as it  is a time to 
come together  to  celebrate 
r e m a r k a b l e  C a l i f o r n i a n s 
as well  as their loved ones 
because we know that  i t  is 
about partnerships,” Siebel 
Newsom said. “The governor 
l ikes to say that California 
is a dream factory because it 
doesn’t matter what zip code 
or background you come from, 
the California dream is alive 
and well to everyone who calls 
this state home.”

The other Black honorees 
w e r e  f i l m m a k e r  A v a 
D u Ve r n a y ;  F e d e r a l  J u d g e 
and civil  r ights  leader,  the 
Hon. Thelton Henderson; and 

basketball Hall of Fame player 
and broadcaster Cheryl Miller.

“It’s what I’ve been waiting 
for and to be among a great 
g r o u p  o f  i n d i v i d u a l s  t h a t 
a l s o  d e s e r v e  t h e  h o n o r , ” 
Brown told California Black 
M e d i a  o n  t h e  e v e n t ’s  r e d 
carpet before the ceremony 
began. “No, I never thought 
someone from Texas would be 
recognized this way. But here 
I am, and it all happened in the 
great state of California. It’s a 
fantastic feeling.”

Other  2024  induc tees  a re : 

master  chef  and “mother  of 
fus ion  cu i s ine”  He lene  An; 
computer scientist and “father 
of the internet” Vincent A. Cerf; 
all-female pop punk band The 
Go-Gos; Chicano Rock band Los 
Lobos; former U.S. Secretary of 
Defense and Congressman Leon 
E. Panetta; and artistic director 
and choreographer Brenda Way.

This year’s honorees join a 
history-making club with over 
150 inspirational Californians 
previously inducted for their 
groundbreaking achievements 
and personifying the state’s 
innovative spirit.

Willie Brown, Former California Assembly Speaker and 
San Francisco Mayor, was proud to be among the Hall 

of Fame inductees

About 120 California Highway Patrol officers are being 
deployed in  the  operat ion –  about  a  900% increase , 

according to the Governor’s office

Historic White House 
Gathering Celebrates 

Descendants of 
Civil Rights Icons

By Stacy M. Brown
NNPA Newswire Senior 
National Correspondent
@StacyBrownMedia

In a Black  His tory 
Month event at the 
W h i t e  H o u s e  o n 
Tuesday, Feb. 13, Vice 

Pres ident  Kamala  Harris 
addressed the descendants of 
some of the most influential 
civil rights leaders from the 
1950s and ’60s, along with 
other foundational historical 
f i g u r e s .  T h e  g a t h e r i n g 
marked the first time many 
of those families convened 
in the same room.

P r o m i n e n t  f i g u r e s  s u c h 
a s  F r e d e r i c k  D o u g l a s s , 
Harriet  Tubman, Booker T. 
Washington ,  Ida  B.  Wel ls , 
M a l c o l m  X ,  R o s a  P a r k s , 
E m m e t t  T i l l ,  T h o m a s 
Jefferson, and Sally Hemings 
were scheduled to attend.

H a r r i s  p r a i s e d  t h e 
descendants as “extraordinary 
American heroes” who embody 
the promise of the nation and 
the Const i tut ion.  “They’ve 
passed the baton to us,” Harris 
remarked during her address.

S t e p h e n  K .  B e n j a m i n , 

t h e  d i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  W h i t e 
H o u s e  O f f i c e  o f  P u b l i c 
Engagemen t ,  ou t l i ned  t he 
administration’s initiatives, 
including a Nearly 100 other 
guests ,  including members 
of the Congressional Black 
Caucus  and adminis t ra t ion 
officials, attended the event. 
Rep. Terri Sewell (D-Ala.), a 
featured speaker, commended 
the families for their personal 
sacrifices and tireless work 
to preserve and protect their 
ances to r s ’ l egac ies .  “At  a 

time when our fundamental 
freedoms are once again under 
a t t ack ,  we  a re  g ra t e fu l  t o 
President Biden not only for 
convening this event but for 
his commitment to furthering 
t h e  p r o g r e s s  t h a t  o u r 
foremothers and forefathers 
fought and died to achieve,” 
Sewel l  s ta ted .  n  execut ive 
o r d e r  r e l a t e d  t o  p o l i c e 
accountability and President 
Joe Biden’s  s igning of  the 

Prominent figures such as Frederick Douglass, Harriet 
Tubman, Booker T. Washington, Ida B. Wells, Malcolm 
X, Rosa Parks, Emmett Till, Thomas Jefferson, and Sally 

Hemings were scheduled to attend.

Continued on page 4

Niners Lose Super Bowl 
in OT � riller After 
Usher’s Star-Studded 

Halftime Show
By Stacy M. Brown
NNPA Newswire Senior 
National Correspondent

Maybe it  was 
U s h e r ’ s 
star-studded 
h a l f t i m e 

s h o w  t h a t  i n s p i r e d  t h e 
K a n s a s  C i t y  C h i e f s  a n d 
their superstar quarterback 
Pat Mahomes in the second 
half to win their third Super 
Bowl in four years with a 
thrilling 25-22 OT victory 
over the San Francisco 49ers 
in Las Vegas. Or, perhaps, 
i t  w a s  j u s t  i n e v i t a b l e 
t h a t  M a h o m e s ,  a  B l a c k 
quarterback was inspired by 
the pregame singing of “Lift 
Every Voice,” and the bold 
“End Racism” sign painted 
at each end zone. Or could 
it have been a combination 
of  a l l  o f  the  above  a long 
with the specter of playing 
a 49ers team where Colin 
Kaepernick took a stand for 
Black Lives Matter that’s 
cost him a football career?

Former San Francisco 49ers 
star Terrell  Owens said the 
decision to kneel during "The 
Star-Spangled Banner" was 

not going to reverberate across 
the NFL and extend outside 
the football boundaries as well 
as create a fervent backlash. "I 
never would have thought it 
would have created 
the firestorm that 
it has," Owens said 
d u r i n g  a  r e c e n t 
interview on "The 
Jason Lee Show." 
" N e v e r  t h o u g h t 
this guy would never step back 
on the football field because 
of that.  "But i t  really shed 
light on really kinda how this 

world works and really how a 
lot of the White people see us. 
For so many years, we’ve tried 
to voice that, I mean, 400-plus 
something years we’ve been 
tel l ing you these are  some 
of the things that have been 
going on and it took … like 
I said, who would’ve thought 
that it took a knee to bring all 
of this back to life." When Lee 
mentioned Jay-Z partnering 
w i t h  t h e  N F L t o  h e l p  t h e 
league’s entertainment sphere 

in the wake of Kaepernick’s 
protest, Owens said he did not 
like that happening.

"I don’t l ike that because 
you’re addressing 
i t  a t  t h a t  t i m e 
…  w h e r e ’ s  t h e 
m o m e n t u m  o f 
w h a t  i s  g o i n g 
on?  Where ’s  the 
c o n t i n u a t i o n  o f 
r e a l l y  t r y i n g  t o 

rectify or bring some type of 
solution to it?" Owens said. 
"Not  jus t  for  the  moment . 
It’s continued work. It’s not 

just for that moment and you 
address it and it’s swept under 
the rug after a few weeks or 
a couple of months and then 
like you said,  i t’s  business 
back to usual .  I t  has to be 
cont inued effor t  to  rec t i fy 
some of these things."

Whatever  i t  was ,  Pa t r ick 
Mahomes again proved why 
he’s  worth  every penny of 
his mega $500 million-plus 

Whatever it was, Patrick Mahomes again proved why he’s 
worth every penny of his mega $500 million-plus contract 
and why, on the football field at least, he overshadows all 

the Travis Kelce-Taylor Swift nonsense.

Continued on page 2
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To Fight Surge in 
Crime, Gov. Newsom 

Deploys State Law 
Enforcement to East Bay

By Antonio Ray Harvey

Responding to a 
surge in crimes 
i n  t h e  re g i o n , 
G o v .  G a v i n 

Newsom announced on Feb. 

6  t h a t  h e  i s  t e m p o r a r i l y 

i n c r e a s i n g  s t a t e  l a w 

enforcement personnel  in 

Oakland and the East Bay.

A b o u t  1 2 0  C a l i f o r n i a 

H i g h w a y  P a t r o l  o f f i c e r s 

a re  be ing  dep loyed  in  the 

opera t ion  –  abou t  a  900% 

increase ,  accord ing  to  the 

Governor’s office.

“ A s  c r i m e  r a t e s  a c r o s s 

C a l i f o r n i a  d e c r e a s e  — 

including right across the Bay 

in San Francisco — Oakland 

is seeing the opposite trend,” 

said Gov. Newsom.

“I’m sending the California 

Highway Patrol to assist local 

efforts to restore a sense of 

safety that the hardworking 

people of Oakland and the East 
Bay demand and deserve.”

The CHP officers have been 
tasked with helping to reduce 
and prevent auto theft, cargo 
thef t ,  re ta i l  c r ime,  v io lent 
c r ime ,  and  h igh -v i s ib i l i t y 
traffic enforcement.

O a k l a n d  M a y o r  S h e n g 
T h a o  s a i d  t h e  c i t y  w i l l 
w o r k  a l o n g  w i t h  s t a t e 
authori t ies  to ramp up law 

enforcement investigations, 

p o l i c e  r e c r u i t m e n t ,  a n d 

investing in community and 

violence intervention.

“I’m grateful for Governor 

Newsom for providing these 

cr i t i ca l  l aw  en forcement 

resources that are a game-

changer in helping us hold 

more criminals accountable 

a n d  m a k e  O a k l a n d 

safer,” Thao added.
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Save Legs.
Change Lives.

100 Black men of the bay area inc. in partnership
with southeast community center, johnson &

johnson, african -american wellness project, and
the bay area black nurses associationk nurses as

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 16, 2024
12:00PM - 4:00PM

No-cost Peripheral Artery Disease
& Blood Glucose Screenings

Southeast Community Center
1550 Evans Avenue

San Francisco, 94124

Presented by

SCAN TO REGISTER

Empowering 
Health: Join us 
for Peripheral 

Artery Disease and 
Glucose Screenings

As  w e  n a v i g a t e 
the complexities 
of  modern l i fe , 
i t ' s  c r u c i a l  t o 

p r i o r i t i z e  o u r  h e a l t h .  I n 
t h i s  s p i r i t ,  t h e  S o u t h e a s t 
Community Center is excited 
to invite you to a special event 
on February 16th from 12pm 
to 4pm – a day dedicated to 
Per ipheral  Artery  Disease 
(PAD) and Glucose screenings. 

T h i s  e v e n t ,  o rg a n i z e d  i n 
collaboration with 100 Black 
Men of  the  Bay Area ,  a ims 
t o  r a i s e  a w a r e n e s s  a b o u t 
diabetes,  particularly within 
the black community.

W h y  f o c u s  o n  d i a b e t e s 
a w a r e n e s s ?  D i a b e t e s  i s  a 
prevalent health concern, and 
its impact is significantly felt 
in the black community.  By 
attending this event, you not 
o n l y  t a k e  a  p r o a c t i v e  s t e p 
towards unders tanding your 
h e a l t h  b u t  a l s o  c o n t r i b u t e 
t o  t h e  b r o a d e r  m o v e m e n t 
t o  i n c r e a s e  a w a r e n e s s 
within our community.

100 Black Men of the Bay 
Area has been at the forefront 
o f  a d v o c a t i n g  f o r  h e a l t h 
awareness, organizing similar 
events across the country. Their 
commitment  to  empowering 
individuals to know their health 
status and engage in meaningful 
conversations with healthcare 
providers  a l igns  seamless ly 
with the goals of the Southeast 
Community Center.

T h e  s c r e e n i n g s  a t  t h e 
Southeast Community Center 

will provide valuable insights 
into Peripheral Artery Disease 
and glucose levels. Following 
t h e  s c r e e n i n g s ,  a t t e n d e e s 
will have access to essential 
resources and information that 
can  be  u t i l ized  to  advocate 
f o r  t h e i r  h e a l t h  w i t h  t h e i r 
healthcare providers. This event 
is not just about screenings; it's 
about empowering individuals 
to  be  ac t ive  par t ic ipants  in 
their well-being.

Deputy Director Larry Berry 
emphasizes the importance of 
this event for SFPUC employees, 
saying, "Our health is our most 
valuable asset. I encourage all 
SFPUC employees to at tend 
the Peripheral Artery Disease 
and Glucose screenings event. 
I t  i s  an opportuni ty  to  take 
c h a rg e  o f  y o u r  h e a l t h  a n d 
be par t  of  a  movement  that 
prioritizes well-being."

The Southeast  Community 
Center is proud to partner with 
100  Black  Men  o f  the  Bay 
Area for this impactful event. 
I t  i s  open to  everyone over 
the  age  of  18 ,  emphas iz ing 
inclus ivi ty  and a  col lec t ive 
commitment to health.

Mark your calendars  for 
February 16th, and join us 
at the Southeast Community 
Center from 12pm to 4pm. 
L e t  u s  c o m e  t o g e t h e r  t o 
raise awareness, take charge 
of  our health,  and build a 
hea l th i er  communi ty.  For 
m o r e  i n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t 
the event and registration, 
p lease  v i s i t  Eventbr i te  or 
contact Larry Berry.

Niners lose SB
Continued from page 1

c o n t r a c t  a n d  w h y,  o n  t h e 

f o o t b a l l  f i e l d  a t  l e a s t ,  h e 

overshadows al l  the Travis 

Ke l ce -Tay lo r  Swi f t  no i s e . 

Mahomes helped Kansas City 

ove rcome  a  s t i f l i ng  49e r s 

defense and San Francisco’s 

po ten t  o ffense  a f t e r  be ing 

stymied in the first half. The 

Chiefs trailed 10-3 at the half, 

and it appeared they couldn’t 

figure out how to break through 

the 49er’s defense, while the 

Chiefs’ own defense had all 

kinds of trouble limiting Brock 

Purdy and his offense.

W h i l e  t h e y  g a t h e r e d  i n 

the  locke r  room a f t e r  two 

quarters,  Usher took center 

stage and not only whipped 

out all of his classic hits but 

b rough t  ou t  seve ra l  A- l i s t 

superstars  to punctuate the 

Apple Music Halftime Show. 

With Alicia Keys joining in 

with her hit, “If I Ain’t Got 

You ,”  and  the  co l l ab  “My 

Boo ,”  char t - topper  H .E .R. 

rocked the Allegiance Stadium 

crown with a blistering solo 

on U Got It  Bad. Will . i .am 

then joined Usher on “OMG,” 

and Jermaine Dupri, Lil Jon, 

and  Ludacr i s  he lped  c lose 

Usher’s set with “Yeah.”

After the halftime spectacle, 

the teams return to the field 

and the Chiefs got the ball to 

start the second half, but they 

didn’t solve the 49ers. At least 

not  immediately.  However, 

Kansas City’s defense finally 

f igured out  Purdy,  and the 

t r ick plays that  punctuated 

S a n  F r a n c i s c o ’s  f i r s t - h a l f 

d o m i n a n c e ,  a n d  M a h o m e s 

w o r k e d  h i s  m a g i c .  A f t e r 

y ie ld ing  an  over t ime f ie ld 

goal to the 49ers, the Chiefs 

had to at least match that to 

keep the game going under the 

new NFL OT rules that allow 

both teams to have the ball on 

offense. A pivotal 4th down 

conversion helped propel the 

Chiefs before Mahomes threw 

a 3-yard touchdown pass to 

Mecole Hardman, and Kansas 

City became the NFL’s ninth 

repeat Super Bowl champs. 

“With all the adversity we’ve 

been through this season to 

c o m e  t h r o u g h  t o n i g h t .  … 

I ’ m  p r o u d  o f  t h e  g u y s , ” 

said Mahomes,  who earned 

his  thi rd  Super  Bowl MVP 

award .  “Th i s  i s  awesome . 

Legendary.” The 28-year-old 

Mahomes becomes the fourth 

start ing quarterback to win 

three Super Bowls — joining 

Brady,  Joe  Montana,  Terry 

Bradshaw, and Troy Aikman 

— and second youngest.

“I am going to celebrate 

t o n i g h t ,  c e l e b r a t e  a t  t h e 

parade, and then work my 

way to get back in this game 

next year,” Mahomes said. 

“I am going to do whatever 

I can to be back in this game 

next year. Three-peat.”
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 S e n .  L o l a  S m a l l w o o d -
Cuevas (D-Los Angeles)

By Tina Olechowski

LOS ANGELES, 
CA — Today, 
G r a m m y -
award winning 

artist and advocate John 
Legend  announced  h i s 
resounding endorsement of 
Congresswoman Barbara 
Lee for U.S. Senate. In a 

video posted across social 
media platforms, Legend 
highlights Lee’s lifetime 
of fighting for equity and 
justice in California and 
nationwide, bringing her 
lens of lived experience 
t o  i s s u e s  l i k e  h o u s i n g 
a f f o r d a b i l i t y  a n d 
criminal justice reform.

O n  L e g e n d ’ s 
e n d o r s e m e n t , 
Congresswoman Lee said: 
“John is an indispensable 
p a r t n e r  i n  t h e  w o r k 
towards a more just world 
— his deep commitment 
to equity and our shared 
humanity is present in his 
moving music  loved by 

mil l ions,  the acclaimed 
projec t s  he  inves t s  in , 
and in the issues he uses 
his powerful platform to 
uplift. I’m so grateful to 
have his powerful voice 
in our movement, and his 
support to bring all our 
voices to the Senate.”

J o h n  L e g e n d :  “ B a r b a r a  i s  a b o u t  c o m m u n i t y  a n d 
justice, about bridging divides, and standing up for those 

who need it most.”

New Senate Pro-Tem McGuire Sworn In; 
Appoints Two Black Lawmakers to Leadership

Antonio Ray Harvey | 
California Black Media

Th r e e  d a y s 
a f t e r  S e n . 
M i k e  M c G u i re 
(D-Healdsburg) 

was sworn in as  the 49th 
P r e s i d e n t  p r o  Te m p o r e 
(Pro Tem) of the California 
State Senate, he appointed 
California Legislative Black 
Caucus members, Sen. Steven 
B r a d f o r d  ( D - I n g l e w o o d ) 
and Sen. Lola Smallwood-
Cuevas (D-Ladera Heights), 
to leadership positions.

McGuire reassigned Braford 
to chair the Senate Standing 
Committee on Energy, Utilities, 
and Communications. He will 
be responsible for oversight of 
-- and evaluating legislation 
related to -- utilities, energy 
companies, alternative energy 
development and conservation, 
a n d  c o m m u n i c a t i o n s 
development and technology.

M c G u i r e  a p p o i n t e d 
Smal lwood-Cuevas  to  lead 
the Labor, Public Employment 
and Ret i rement  Commit tee 
( f o r m e r l y  t h e  L a b o r 
a n d  I n d u s t r i a l  R e l a t i o n s 
C o m m i t t e e ) .  S m a l l w o o d -
C u e v a s  a n d  f i v e  o t h e r 
c o m m i t t e e  m e m b e r s  a r e 
r e spons ib le  fo r  ove r s igh t , 
legislation and state activities 
re la ted to  labor,  industr ia l 
s a f e t y ,  u n e m p l o y m e n t , 
w o r k e r s ’  c o m p e n s a t i o n 
a n d  i n s u r a n c e ,  a n d  s t a t e 
a n d  l o c a l  p u b l i c  a g e n c y 
collective bargaining.

Bills concerning state and 
l o c a l  n o n - s c h o o l  p u b l i c 
employees,  noncert i f icated 
and classified public school

e m p l o y e e s ,  p u b l i c 
re t i rement  sys tems,  publ ic 
e m p l o y e e s ’ c o m p e n s a t i o n 
and  employmen t  bene f i t s , 
including retirement and health 
care, and state social security 

administration are all within 
the committee’s purview.

S m a l l w o o d - C u e v a s 
c a l l e d  M c G u i r e  “ t h e 
hardest working man in the 
California State Senate.”

At some point  during the 
current  legislat ive session, 
McGuire will have to weigh in 
on a reparations bill Bradford 
has introduced, Senate Bill 
(SB) 490, that proposes the 
e s t ab l i shment  a  new s t a t e 
agency called the California 
A m e r i c a n  F r e e d m a n 
Affairs Agency (CAAFAA).

A recommendation by the 
California Reparations Task 
Force ,  CAAFAA would  be 
responsible for administering 
the reparat ions process for 
B l a c k  C a l i f o r n i a n s  a n d 
d e t e r m i n i n g  e l i g i b i l i t y 
u n d e r  t h e  l i n e a g e - b a s e d 
structure set up by the state’s 
reparations task force.

“I look forward to advancing 

our shared mission of serving 
all  Californians,” Bradford 
posted Feb. 5 on the social 
media platform X. “You have 
some expensive shoes to fill, 
but I know you have all the 
t a l en t  and  w i sdom ( a long 
w/my full support) to make 
great things happen.”

McGuire was sworn in on the 
Senate floor on Feb. 5 with his 
family by his side. Members 
of the California State Senate 
and Assembly attended as well 
as  s ta te  leaders ,  inc luding 
G o v.  G a v i n  N e w s o m ,  a n d 
Assembly  Speake r  Robe r t 
Rivas (D-Hollister).

Sen. Brian Dahle (R-Bieber) 
will serve alongside Bradford 
as Vice-Chair. The committee 
comprises 14 members.

McGuire says he is confident 
that his leadership team will 
focus on consensus building 
and making decisions in the 
best interest of Californians 

across the state.

“My core belief is this: The 
highest calling in life is to help 
others. To fight for those who 
can’t  f ight  for  themselves. 
And to work together – no 
matter your party affiliation 
– because working together is 
the only way to make progress 
stick,” he said after he took 
the oath of office.

“ C a l i f o r n i a  h a s  a l w a y s 
been the  l ight  of  hope for 
A m e r i c a  –  t h e  b e a c o n  o f 
progress – and along with the 
Assembly and Governor, we 
will continue to fight for all 
of us, always together, always 
forward,” he added.

S e n a t e  M i n o r i t y  L e a d e r 
Brian W. Jones (R-San Diego)

issued a statement following 
the swearing-in ceremony.

“Mike  and I  have  a  long 
positive history of working 
t o g e t h e r  f o r  a  b e t t e r 

California. While we differ in 
some viewpoints and policies, 
we both remain committed to 
working together as leaders 
o f  t h e  C a l i f o r n i a  S t a t e 
Senate,” said Jones.

I appreciate that he has 
a  shown a  wi l l ingness  to 
w o r k  i n  a  b i p a r t i s a n 
manner,” Jones stated.

ICYMI: JOHN LEGEND ENDORSES 
BARBARA LEE FOR SENATE
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Big Polluters 
vs. Our Kids

Ben Jealous

By Ben Jealous 

Far too often, big 
polluters feed us 
t h e  l i e  t h a t  w e 
h a v e  t o  c h o o s e 

between clean air or a healthy 
e c o n o m y.  L a s t  w e e k ,  t h e 
Biden-Harris administration 
made a big move that shows 
Amer icans  do  no t  have  to 
choose. The Environmental 
Protect ion Agency’s  (EPA) 
released updated protective 
air quality standards that will 
save both lives and money.

S imply  pu t ,  i f  you  work 
o u t d o o r s ,  h a v e  a  c h i l d 
with asthma,  or  an elderly 

f a m i l y  m e m b e r  w i t h  a 
c a r d i o p u l m o n a r y  d i s e a s e , 
this new standard will make 
it easier to breathe.

The new National Ambient 
Air Quality Standards for fine 
particulate matter, or soot, are 
a big deal. Soot is one of the 
most dangerous and prevalent 
air  pollutants.  It  enters the 
deepest  par ts  of  our  lungs 
and  b loods t r eam whe re  i t 
causes asthma, heart attacks, 
and premature death.

Moms Clean Air Force,  a 
self-described “Mompartisan” 
g r o u p  f o u n d e d  t o  p r o t e c t 
children from air pollution and 
climate impacts, notes that “air 

pollution can lead to premature 
births, lower birth weight, and 
neurocogni t ive  impac ts  as 
particulate matter can reach 
the developing fetal brain.”

S o o t  i s  c r e a t e d  b y  c o a l 
plants,  diesel vehicles,  and 
factories. And this new rule 
is expected to clean up the 
air for the 91 million people 
w h o  l i v e  i n  c o u n t i e s  t h a t 
experience unhealthy spikes 
in daily soot pollution.

T h e  m o s t  i m p a c t e d 
communit ies? You guessed 
it: communities of color and 
low-income communities.

I t  i s  the  same  o ld  awfu l 

y e t  u n s u r p r i s i n g  s t o r y : 
r e d l i n i n g ,  r a c i s t  z o n i n g 
practices, and other factors 
h a v e  p u t  B l a c k  a n d  l o w -
income neighborhoods near 
or downwind from the sources 
of  a i r  pol lut ion.  Fencel ine 
c o m m u n i t i e s  n e a r  p o r t s , 
highways, and power plants 
are disproportionately exposed 
to higher-than-average levels. 
Addressing soot pollution in 
our air has a unique urgency 
for  these communit ies that 
bear the hardest brunt.  

The new EPA standard will 
d i rec t ly  save  an  es t imated 
4,500 lives per year. It will 
prevent 5,700 new cases of 
asthma each year. As for the 
economic  benef i t s ,  i t  wi l l 
result in 290,000 fewer lost 
workdays per year and bring 
as much as $46 billion in net 
health benefits in 2032, when 
the standards are in full effect.

R e d u c i n g  a i r  p o l l u t i o n 
and  p ro t ec t i ng  t he  a i r  we 
breathe are moral obligations 
n o t  j u s t  t o  o u r  c h i l d r e n 
bu t  to  fu tu re  gene ra t ions . 
EPA Administrator Michael 
Regan recognized as  much 
when he told reporters  the 
new standard would “shape 
the world our children will 
inherit tomorrow.”

Given the undeniable health 
a n d  e c o n o m i c  b e n e f i t s  o f 
stronger soot standard, and the 
moral imperative of protecting 

our kids’ health and futures, 
you would expect passing the 
new standard to have been a 
slam dunk. But the updating of 
the soot standard faced fierce 
opposition. We must recognize 
that  opposi t ion for  what  i t 
was: outrageously immoral.

B i g  p o l l u t e r s  a n d  t h e i r 
allies fought tooth and nail 
aga ins t  the  improved  soo t 
standard. They relied on the 
same  mis in fo rmat ion  they 
have used for years,  which 
has  never  once come t rue . 
They made up fake obstacles 
to complying with improved 
standards. For example, they 
tried to use wildfire smoke 
a s  a  r e a s o n  w h y  c e r t a i n 
jur isdic t ions  would not  be 
able to comply with the new 
standards. But the EPA has 
clearly stated that soot from 
wildfires can be discounted 

from regulatory decisions.

The fossil fuel industry and 
o ther  po l lu te r s  g rasped  a t 
every straw they could. But we 
know that protecting clean air 
leads to stronger economies, 
better health outcomes, and 
is simply the right thing to 
do. More than 600,000 people 
submitted public comments to 
the EPA last year in support of 
stronger standards. The Biden-
Harris administration deserves 
credit for heeding the call.

The opposition from big 
polluters is a reminder that 
there will always be those who 
try to stop us when we reach 
for a better future. That even 
goes for something as basic 
as cleaner air and the longer 
life expectancies, economic 
opportunity, and healthier 
bodies that come with it.

THE FOUNDATIONS OF BLACK HISTORY MONTH
BY JULIANNE MALVEAUX

Did you know that 
B lack  His tory 
Month was once 

Negro History Week?  

T h e  f i r s t  N e g r o  H i s t o r y 
We e k  w a s  e s t a b l i s h e d  o n 
F e b r u a r y  7 ,  1 9 2 6 ,  b y  D r. 
C a r t e r  G .  Wo o d s o n ,  t h e 
second African American to 
get a Ph.D. in history after Dr. 
WEB DuBois earned him in 
1895. Woodson said that most 
history books "overlooked, 
ignored, and even suppressed 
the accomplishments of Black 
people.  Woodson was both 
a visionary and an unusual 
academic, having worked on 
farms and in  mines  before 
b e g i n n i n g  h i g h  s c h o o l 
a t  age  20.  He founded the 
Association on the Study of 
African American Life and 
Culture in 1915. He picked the 
second week of February for 
Negro History Week because 
i t  inc luded  both  Pres ident 
Abraham Lincoln's February 
12 birthday and abolitionist 
Frederick Douglass'  chosen 
February 14 birthday. (Douglas 
did not know when his actual 

birthday was because his birth 
was recorded in a property 
ledger indicating only that he 
was born in February. His birth 
was recorded in an inventory 
of horses, cattle, and plowing 
t o o l s .  B e c a u s e  e n s l a v e d 
peop l e  we re  no t  r ega rded 
as human, the date of their 
birth was of less consequence 
than their worth.).

Dur ing  the  1960s ,  Negro 
History Week evolved into 
Black  His tory  Month ,  and 
President  Gerald Ford was 
the f irs t  President  to issue 
a proclamation proclaiming 
February as  Black His tory 
Month IN 1976, our nation's 
B i c e n t i a l l y  y e a r .  F o r d ' s 
proclamation urged Americans 
to "seize the opportunity to 
honor the too-often neglected 
accompl ishments  of  Black 
Americans in every area of 
e n d e a v o r  t h r o u g h o u t  o u r 
history ."Since then,  every 
President has issued a Black 
History Month proclamation. 
On January 31 of this year, 
P r e s i d e n t  B i d e n  s a i d ,  " I 
am reminded of  something 
Amelia Boynton said when 
reflecting on her march across 
the  Edmund Pet tus  Br idge 
on what would be known as 

Bloody Sunday:   "You can 
never know where you're going 
unless you know where you've 
been."   America is  a  great 
Nation because we choose to 
learn the good, the bad, and 
the full truth of the history of 
our country — histories and 
truths that we must preserve 
a n d  p r o t e c t  f o r  t h e  n e x t 
gene ra t i on .  Th i s  Na t iona l 
Black History Month, as we 
r e m e m b e r  w h e r e  w e  h a v e 
been, may we also recognize 
that our only way forward is 
by marching together."

D o  w e  r e a l l y  m a r c h 
together? Forty-four s tates 
have introduced legislation 
t o  r e s t r i c t  t h e  w a y s  r a c e 
matters are taught, concerned 
tha t  wh i t e  s tuden t s  migh t 
be "indoctrinated" to "hate" 
our  country.  Why does the 
truth hurt so many so much? 
E n s l a v e m e n t  h a p p e n e d , 
a n d  i t  h a s  h a d  a n  i m p a c t 
on  contemporary  l i fe .  Too 
few are willing to consider 
ways to address and repair 
ugly aspects of our history, 
perhaps through reparation, 
restitution, and reconciliation. 
Instead, many want to run and 
hide from our history.

The  J e su i t s  a t  S t .  Lou i s 
University are among those 
who are running and hiding. 
They commissioned a study 
to  show the i r  re la t ionsh ip 
t o  e n s l a v e m e n t .  T h e y 
acknowledged that as many 
as 16 enslaved people were 
forced to walk from Maryland 
to St. Louis to cultivate a farm 
to support a Jesuit  mission 
( i r o n i c a l l y  t o  " c i v i l i z e " 
Indians) .  Now, researchers 
have identified more than 200 
survivors from these enslaved 
peop le .  The  Univers i ty  o f 
Connec t i cu t ' s  Dr.  Thomas 
Cramer calculated the value 
of  s tolen labor  as  between 
$361 million and $70 billion. 
The univers i ty,  so far,  has 
been silent about what it owes 
and what it plans to do about 
it. They should take a page 
f rom the  book  o f  ano the r 
J e s u i t  U n i v e r s i t y ,  D C ' s 
Georgetown. The remedy they 
have begun to implement has 
been insufficient, but it is a 
remedy nonetheless. Attorney 
Areva  Mar t in ,  re ta ined  by 
the Descendants  of  the St . 
Louis  Univers i ty  Enslaved 
(DSLUE), has worked closely 
with Robin Prudie, the founder 
of the nonprofit organization 

(dsule.org), wonders why the 
universi ty would go to the 
trouble of documenting their 
troubled history without doing 
anything about it.

Black History  Month i s 
an opportunity to celebrate 
African American triumphs 
and accomplishments, and 
i t  i s  a l so  an  opportuni ty 
t o  a d d r e s s  s o m e  o f  t h e 
s t r u c t u r a l  i n e q u i t i e s 
inherent in our system. We 
have a crushing wealth gap 
that  i s  a  func t ion  o f  the 
w a y s  B l a c k  p e o p l e  h a v e 
b e e n  t re a t e d  t h ro u g h o u t 
history. We would be remiss 

if, in celebrating, we were 
silent about this history of 
enslavement, exploitation, 
and oppression.  St .  Louis 
is not unique in using slave 
l a b o r  a s  t h e  f o u n d a t i o n 
for its thriving enterprise. 
There would be no White 
House, Capitol buildings, or 
even a Wall Street without 
t h e  c o n t r i b u t i o n  o f  t h e 
enslaved. Celebrate Black 
History Month, but make it 
plain. Black History Month 
celebrations remind us that 
Black folk are due more than 
Presidential proclamations. 
We are due economic justice

Dr. Julianne Malveaux

law establishing Juneteenth 
as a federal holiday.

The group, known as “The 
Descendants ,”  gathered to 
pay homage to their familial 
legac ies  in  ce lebra t ion  of 
Black History Month. One 
of the coordinators, Joshua 

J o r d i s o n ,  r e v e a l e d  t h a t 
d i s c u s s i o n s  t o  b r i n g  t h i s 
diverse group together began 
several  years ago.  “I t  was 
amazing that many of them 
had never met,” he said.

W h i l e  i n v i t a t i o n s  w e r e 
ex tended to  o ther  notable 
f a m i l i e s ,  s o m e  c o u l d  n o t 
a t t e n d  d u e  t o  s c h e d u l i n g 
conflicts and other factors. 

Acco rd ing  to  Kenne th  B . 
M o r r i s  J r. ,  a  d e s c e n d a n t 
of Frederick Douglass and 
Booker T. Washington, the 
goal of The Descendants is to 
lead the nation in a spirit of 
collaboration and community.

“This historic event marks 
the beginning of coalescing 
The Descendants’ famil ies 
and like-minded leaders and 

o rgan i za t i ons  t o  ca t a lyze 
t r a n s f o r m a t i v e  p o s i t i v e 
societal change amongst the 
most significant challenges 
f a c e d  b y  o u r  c o u n t r y , ” 
Morris emphasized.

Beyond the White House 
r e c e p t i o n ,  a  s e r i e s  o f 
activities were planned for 
t h e  d e s c e n d a n t  f a m i l i e s 
i n  Wa s h i n g t o n  o n  b o t h 

Tu e s d a y  a n d  We d n e s d a y. 
T h e  i t i n e r a r y  i n c l u d e d 
s tops  a t  the  U.S.  Capi to l , 
the Lincoln Memorial ,  the 
Supreme Court, and a tour of 
the Smithsonian’s National 
Museum of African American 
H i s t o r y  a n d  C u l t u r e . 
A d d i t i o n a l l y,  t h e r e  w e r e 
d inners  and  oppor tun i t i es 
for group dialogue.

Ernestine “Tina” Martin 
Wyatt, a great-great-great-
g r a n d n i e c e  o f  H a r r i e t 
Tubman, was among those 
to express excitement about 
meet ing  the  descendants 
of fellow freedom fighters. 
“It’s an equal collaboration. 
W e  a r e  a l l  c o m i n g 
together,” Morris asserted.

Civil Rights Icons 
Continued from page 1

Biden-Harris Administration Unveils Ambitious Plans 
for Equity and Racial Justice Across Federal Agencies

By Stacy M. Brown

The Biden-Harris 
Adminis trat ion 
h a s  r e v e a l e d 
E q u i t y  A c t i o n 

Plans for federal agencies, 
marking the first anniversary 
of President Biden’s second 
Executive Order on Equity. 
These plans aim to address 

s y s t e m i c  b a r r i e r s  a n d 
promote inclusivity, aligning 
with the administration's 
c o m m i t m e n t  t o  e q u i t y 
and racial justice.

Despite progress, historical 
d i spar i t i es  pers i s t  in  l aws 
and policies,  hindering the 
advancement of underserved 

c o m m u n i t i e s .  To  c o m b a t 
t h i s ,  t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n 
h a s  a c t i v e l y  i m p l e m e n t e d 
historic Executive Orders on 
equity and key legislation to 
fulfi l l  i ts  promise of equal 
opportunities for all.

Federal agencies, including 
all cabinet-level ones, have 
re leased the i r  2023 equi ty 

a c t i on  p l ans ,  f ocus ing  on 
increasing access to federal 
c o n t r a c t i n g ,  a d d r e s s i n g 
d i sc r imina t ion  in  hous ing 
and environmental  jus t ice , 
tackling heal th dispari t ies , 
a n d  b o l s t e r i n g  c i v i l 
rights enforcement.

C e l e b r a t i n g  p a s t 
a c c o m p l i s h m e n t s , 

V i c e  P r e s i d e n t  K a m a l a 
H a r r i s  r e a f f i r m e d  t h e 
administration's commitment 
to advancing equity across the 
federal government. 

The plans prioritize critical 
a r e a s  s u c h  a s  i m p r o v i n g 
f i n a n c i a l  h e a l t h ,  e n d i n g 
work fo rce  d i sc r imina t ion , 
add re s s ing  d i s c r imina t ion 

i n  h o m e  a p p r a i s a l s ,  a n d 
e x p a n d i n g  a c c e s s  t o 
transportation and healthcare. 

R e c e n t  a c h i e v e m e n t s 
i n c l u d e  s u p p o r t  f o r 
d i s a d v a n t a g e d  f a r m e r s , 
contracting opportunit ies 
for small  businesses ,  and 
expanding  menta l  hea l th 
services for students.
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Stakeholders Warn Lawmakers of 
Expanding Aging Population; Older 

Black Californians Included
Antonio Ray Harvey | California 
Black Media

Th e  C a l i f o r n i a 
C o m m i s s i o n 
o n  A g i n g 
( C C o A )  h o s t e d 

i t s  s e c o n d  a n n u a l  f o r u m 
f o c u s e d  o n  c h a l l e n g e s 
f a c i n g  C a l i f o r n i a n s 
over 65 years old.

Titled “Aging and Disability 
Issues: What Legislative Staff 
Need to Know for 2024,” the 
virtual event was organized to 
bring awareness to lawmakers 
that California’s aging adults 
a r e  l i v i n g  l o n g e r  a n d  t o 
emphasize the importance of 
developing policy to support 
t h i s  g r o w i n g  p o p u l a t i o n , 
according to organizers.

T h i s  y e a r ’ s  m e e t i n g 
i n c l u d e d  t h e  p e r s p e c t i v e s 
of gerontologists and other 
subject-matter  experts  who 
provided data  and insights 
critical to informing policy.

Former  Assemblymember 
C h e r y l  B r o w n  ( D - S a n 
Bernardino), who chairs the 
CCoA’s Executive Committee, 
began the discussion.

“The landscape of California 
is changing. Aging is changing 
and it’s changing California,” 
Brown said. “Older adults are 
living longer, and the cohort 
is becoming more ethnically 
d i v e r s e ,  u n d e r s c o r i n g  t h e 
need to develop cultural ly, 
appropriate services.”

The discussion encompassed 

a range of topics including 
planning for long-term care, 
a ss i s ted  l iv ing ,  enhanc ing 
healthcare quality, technology 
u s e ,  s e r v i c e s  f o r  s e n i o r 
a d u l t s  w i t h  d i s a b i l i t i e s , 
state budget considerations, 
a n d  t h e  b e s t  p o l i c i e s  a n d 
p r a c t i c e s  t o  h e l p  a g i n g 
adults  stay healthy,  active, 
independent, and confident.

T h e  C C o A a c t s  a s  t h e 
principal advocate for older 
Californians and as a catalyst 
for change that supports and 
celebrates Californians as they 
advance in age.  The CCoA 
adv i se s  t he  Gove rno r  and 
Legislature, along with state, 
federal, and local agencies on 
programs and services that 
affect senior adults.

S t a t e w i d e  o rg a n i z a t i o n s 
t h a t  p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  t h e 
event included LeadingAge 
California, Disability Rights 
C a l i f o r n i a ,  C a l i f o r n i a 
Foundation for Independent 
Living Centers, and California 
Collaborative for Long-Term 
Services and Supports.

In addition, representatives 
a n d  s t a f f  m e m b e r s  o f 
Choice In Aging, Age Watch 
N e w s l e t t e r ,  C a l i f o r n i a 
E l d e r  J u s t i c e  C o a l i t i o n , 
C a l i f o r n i a  A s s o c i a t i o n  o f 
Area Agencies on Aging, and 
t he  Ca l i fo rn i a  Long-Te rm 
Care Ombudsman Association 
were presenters  during the 
90-minute discussion.

“In California, we know that 

older adults are underserved 
and unserved relative to their 
n e e d s , ”  C C o A E x e c u t i v e 
Director Karol Swartzlander 
s a i d .  “ I n  s t a r k  t e r m s ,  w e 
know that 4% of older adults 
who need  se rv ice  ac tua l ly 
receive services.”

According to the California 
D e p a r t m e n t  o f  A g i n g 
(CDA),  Ca l i forn ia ’s  ag ing 
popu l a t i on  i s  expec t ed  t o 
reach an estimated 4.5 million 
individuals aged 60 to 69 and 
4.2 million senior adults ages 
70- to 79 by the year 2040, 
based on information from 
CDA’s Master Plan for Aging.

Recognizing that the state’s 
65-plus population is projected 
to grow to 8.6 million by 2030, 
Gov. Gavin Newsom issued an 
executive order calling for the 
development of the MPA.

D e b b i e  T o t h ,  f r o m 
C h o i c e I n A g i n g ,  s a i d  t h e 
MPA is a model of “how we 
c a n  d o  b e t t e r ”  t o  s e r v i c e 
the  needs  o f  o lde r  adu l t s . 
ChoiceInAging,  Toth  sa id , 
“ i s  g o i n g  t o  b e  s h o p p i n g 
a c c e s s i b l e  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n 
a n d  r a t e  i n c r e a s e s  f o r 
adult day healthcare.

“ B u t  w e  n e e d  t o  h a v e 
legislation to do it,” Toth told 
legislative staff members.

The ser iousness  of  aging 
in the state – particularly for 
Black Californians -- had been 
flying under the radar for

almost 15 years before the 

state began to make it priority. 
A 2016  Ca l i f o rn i a  Hea l t h 
Report (CHR) revealed that by 
2030, 18% of the state will be 
65 or older. Projections in that 
study also indicated that 52% 
of these older adults would be 
from diverse minority groups 
but “no population is expected 
to be harder hit than African 
Americans,” the report stated.

The California Department 
of  Finance (CDF) projects 
that about one in four (23.1%) 
Californians will be 65 or older 
by 2040. The CDF projects 
that the state’s population will 
reach 40.2 million in 2044.

A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  2 0 2 0 
Profile of Older Americans, a 
summary of critical statistics 
related to the older population 
in the United States, in 2019, 
s l i g h t l y  m o r e  t h a n  h a l f 
(52%) of  a l l  o lder  Afr ican 
A m e r i c a n s  l i v e d  i n  e i g h t 
states: New York (396,670), 
Florida (394,307),  Georgia 
(362,535), Texas (350,106), 
C a l i f o r n i a  ( 3 0 4 , 7 5 1 ) , 
Nor th  Caro l ina  (298 ,365) , 
M a r y l a n d  ( 2 3 8 , 2 1 9 ) ,  a n d 
Illinois (237,467).

N a t i o n a l l y,  t h e  A f r i c a n 
American population aged 65 
and older was 4,979,133 in 
2019 and is estimated to grow 
to 12.1 million by 2060. In 
2019, African Americans made 
up 9% of the older population. 
By 2060, the percentage is 
forecast to increase to 13%. 
The number of African

A m e r i c a n s  a g e d  8 5  a n d 
older is calculated to increase 
f r o m  5 11 , 5 4 0  i n  2 0 1 9  t o 
2.2 million in 2060.

B r o w n ,  w h o  w a s  t h e 
senior-most lawmaker in the 
California Legislature at the 
age of 69 during her tenure, 
stressed the importance of the 
master plan in focusing on the 
state’s aging minority groups.

“I feel that i t’s important 
to  h igh l igh t  tha t  the  MPA 
a c k n o w l e d g e s  a n d  o f f e r s 
strategies to address inequities 
leading to disparities and life 
expectancies,” Brown said.

Gov. Newsom presented a 
$291 bil l ion spending plan 
to the California Legislature 
on  Jan .  10 ,  bu t  a  looming 
s h o r t f a l l  e s t i m a t e d  a t 
t ens  of  b i l l ions  of  do l la rs 
c o u l d  a f f e c t  e x p e n d i t u r e 
for  programs target ing the 
state’s aging residents.

Presenters told legislative 
staffers attending to relay to 
l awmakers  the  impor tance 
o f  s e r v i c i n g  a  r a p i d l y 
growing population.

“If  you walk away with 
nothing else today, the whole 
goal is that the subject matter 
experts, these stakeholders 
are invested in the success 
o f  t h e  l e g i s l a t i v e  s t a f f , ” 
said Toth, explaining that 
the advocates participating 
are committed to working 
with lawmakers and their 
aides to improve policy for 
aging Californians.

Vote Judge Patrick Thompson
He’s Working for Safety and Justice

by Running His Court “By the Book”

Judge Patrick Thompson was appointed to the Superior 
Court by Governor Gavin Newsom because of his 
outstanding qualifications. Judge Thompson graduated 
from Harvard Law School and went on to a distinguished 
legal career. He has also served our community working to 
expand access to health care in San Francisco and to promote 
programs that support the youth. 

The judge has earned the endoresment of Rev. Amos Brown, 
former Mayor Willie L. Brown, over 50 judges and justices, 
and many other important community leaders. 

Judge Thompson is one of just a handful of African American 
judges, but he is now the subject of unfair attacks from a 
group funded by conservative mega-donors.

Help keep this outstanding judge on the bench!

JOIN US AT WWW.JUDGETHOMPSON.COM
Vote Judge Patrick Thompson on or Before March 5th

Paid for by Retain Judge Patrick Thompson 2024
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Little Zion 
Baptist Church

El Bethel 
Missionary 

Baptist Church

St. Peter's 
Missionary 

Baptist Church

Neighborhood
Baptist Church

Cornerstone
Missionary 

Baptist Church

Evergreen 
Baptist Church

Ascension 
Baptist Church

Shekinah 
Christian 

Fellowship

Mount Calvary Baptist Church Living Word
Church of God In Christ

Ebenezer 
Baptist Church

1245 Divisadero Street
San Francisco, CA

1320 Golden Gate
San Francisco, CA. 
921-4850, 921-0878

1601 Newcomb Avenue
San Francisco, CA. 

94124

608 Hayes Street
San Francisco, CA

6190 3rd Street
San Francisco, CA. 

94124
Phone: (415) 822-4071

Fax: (415) 822-0156

6270 3rd Street
San Francisco, CA.

1311 Quesada ave.
San Francisco, CA. 

94124 
(415) 822-9488

790 Tennessee St.
San Francisco, CA. 

94107
(415) 646-0747

4000 Middlefield Rd.
(Cubberly Community 

CTR)
Palo Alto, CA. 94306

(650) 569-6944

12 Westlake Ave
Daly City CA. 94014

275 Divisadero Street
San Francisco, CA.

Rev. Dr. J.P. Alexander
Rev. Lane Hawkins

Rev. Kenneth R. Reece 
Pastor

Rev. Jackey Wilson 
Pastor

Rev. Anthony  
Anderson

Ella Henderson, Bishop 
& Founder of SCF

Rev Roy Northington 
Pastor

Rev. Derrick Lomax 
Pastor

Sunday School                    9:00am
Morning Worship 11:am
Evening Worship  6:pm

Church School 9: am
Children's Church  10:am
Morning Worship             10:45 
qm
Bible Study 1-2pm & 6:30-
7:30pm

Prayer meeting
Wednesday 12:00 Noon

Church School                   9:30 am
Morning Worship                 11: qm
Tuesday Usher meeting        7:pm
Wednesday Bible Study 7: pm
Tuesday Choir Rehearsal  
7: pm

Prayer and Teacher meeting
Wednesday 7:30PM

Sunday School                   9:30 
am
Morning Worship                 11: qm
Evening Worship 6: pm
Bible Class Monday 5: pm

Sunday School                   9:00 am
Morning Worship                 10:25: qm

Communion Every 1st Sunday
Baptism Every 2nd Sunday
Prayer Meeting/Bible Study
6:30-8:30 pm Wednesday

Abundant Life Recovery Ministry
6:30 pm Mondays

Sunday School                   9:15 am
Morning Worship                 10:45: qm
Evening Worship                 7:30 pm

Sunday School                   9:15 
am
Morning Worship                 10:40: 
qm

Wendesday
Teacher's Meeting 6: pm
Sr. Mission                         5: pm
Children's Bible Study 5: pm
Bible Study                     6:45 pm

Saturday
Food Pantry                    10-11 am

Morning Worship                 10:15: 
qm

Bible Study
Tuesday 6:30 PM
Church School 

Wednesday 7: pm
Communion every 1st Sunday

Tyrone and Demetra Hillman 
Pastor

Sunday School - 9:am
Morning worship - 10:15 am

Radio: Sunday 9:30 am KDYA
TV: Tuesday and Friday 8:30am

KTLN Total Living Network

Sunday School - 10:am
Morning worship - 11:00 am

Wednesday
Bible Discussion  7: pm
Come and Listen to Rev. Roy 
Northington, a gifted speaker, 
as he delivers the most pow-
erful and timely message of 
our day and age. Prepare to 
be changed. Expect to be 

changed

Sunday School -              10:00: am
Morning worship -            11:30 am
Wed Bible Class                 8:00 pm
Friday Prayer Service         8:00 pm

Rev. Keva L. McNeill, 
Pastor

Lesson Text: Colossians 2:6-19
Place: from Rome
Time: A.D. 60
Golden Text: “Ye are complete 
in him, which is the head of 
all principality and power” 
(Colossians 2:10)
The Apostle Paul wrote to the 
Colossians. He told them the se-
cret to living a spiritual success-
ful life was based on what Christ 
had already done for His people. 
Paul was confident that the Co-
lossians had gotten off to a good 
start in their Christian lives, and 
also they had heard and ac-
cepted good news of salvation 
in Christ. Nevertheless, it is pos-
sible for Christians to lose their 

spiritual focus. This was a danger 
in Colossae, because false teach-
ers were threatening to damage 
the Christians. The false teachers 
preached a negative message 
which diminished view of Jesus 
Christ. However, Paul urged and 
challenged the Christians to walk 
in Christ, that is, maintain steady, 
and faithful obedience to God. Re-
ceiving Christ as Lord of your life 
is the beginning of life with Christ. 
But you must continue to follow 
his leadership by being rooted, 
built up, and strengthened in the 
faith. Christ wants to guide you 
and help you with your daily prob-
lems. You can live for Christ by 
(1) committing your life and sub-

mitting your will to him (Romans 
12:1, 2); (2) seeking to learn from 
him, his life, and his teachings 
(Colossians 3:16); and (3) rec-
ognizing the Holy Spirit's power 
in you (Acts 1:8; Galatians 5:22). 
In Colossians 2:7, Paul uses the 
illustration of our being rooted in 
Christ. Just as plants draw nour-
ishment from the soil through 
their roots, so we draw our life-
giving strength from Christ. The 
more we draw our strength from 
him, the less we will be fooled by 
those who falsely claim to have 
life's answers. If Christ is our 
strength, we will be free from hu-
man regulations. In Colossians 
2:8, Paul writes against any phi-
losophy of life based only on hu-
man ideas and experiences. Paul 
himself was a gifted philosopher, 
so he is not condemning philoso-
phy. He is condemning teaching 
that credits humanity, not Christ, 
with being the answer to life's 
problems. That approach be-
comes a false religion. There are 
many man-made approaches to 
life's problems that totally disre-
gard God. To resist heresy you 
must use your mind, keep your 
eyes on Christ, and study God's 
Word. Also, in Colossians 2:9, 
Again Paul asserts Christ's de-
ity. "In Christ lives all the fullness 
of God in a human body" means 
that all of God was in Christ's 
human body. When we have 

Christ, we have everything we 
need for salvation and right living. 
Look around you. People are 
searching for something to give 
their lives a boost. Few people 
seem content within themselves. 
A strange and often hard-to-
identify inner vacuum gives most 
people an uneasy sense of in-
completeness. Christ fills that 
vacuum! As Jesus' person is fully 
divine, so we, united by faith to 
Jesus, find personal fulfillment 
in him: "You also are complete 
through your union with Christ." 
When you know Jesus Christ, you 
don't need to seek God by means 
of other religions, cults, or unbibli-
cal philosophies as the Colossians 
were doing. Christ alone holds the 
answers to the true meaning of 
life because he is life. Christ is the 
unique source of knowledge and 
power for the Christian life. No 
Christian needs anything in addi-
tion to what Christ has provided 
to be saved. Some days may not 
feel like it, but in Jesus, the vac-
uum is gone; the full power and 
presence of God have taken up 
residence in your mind and heart. 
You are a new person, equipped 
for life and satisfied in God. Take 
some risks—God will guide you. 
Give more generously—God will 
supply. Love more freely—God 
will energize you. Say "can do" 
more often—God will amaze you.
In Colossians 2:11, (a little back-

ground history) Jewish males 
were circumcised as a sign of the 
Jews' covenant with God (Gen-
esis 17:9-14). With the death of 
Christ, circumcision was no lon-
ger necessary. So now our com-
mitment to God is written on our 
heart, not our body. Christ sets 
us free from our evil desires by 
a spiritual operation, not a bodily 
one. God removes the old nature 
and gives us a new nature. In Co-
lossians 2:11-12, In this passage, 
circumcision is related to baptism; 
therefore, some see baptism as 
the New Testament sign of the 
covenant, identifying the person 
with the covenant community. 
Baptism parallels the death, buri-
al, and resurrection of Christ, and 
it also portrays the death and buri-
al of our sinful old way of life fol-
lowed by resurrection to new life in 
Christ. Remembering that our old 
sinful life is dead and buried with 
Christ gives us a powerful motive 
to resist sin. Not wanting the de-
sires of our past to come back to 
power again, we can consciously 
choose to treat our desires as if 
they were dead. Then we can 
continue to enjoy our wonderful 
new life with Christ (see Galatians 
3:27 and Colossians 3:1-4). Be-
fore we believed in Christ, our na-
ture was evil. We disobeyed, re-
belled, and ignored God (even at 
our best, we did not love him with 
all our heart, soul, and mind). The 

Christian, however, has a new 

nature. God has crucified the 

old rebellious nature (Romans 

6:6) and replaced it with a new 

loving nature (Colossians 3:9, 

10). The penalty of sin died with 

Christ on the cross. God has de-

clared us not guilty, and we need 

no longer live under sin's power. 

God does not take us out of the 

world or make us robots—we will 

still feel like sinning, and some-

times we will sin. The difference 

is that before we were saved, 

we were slaves to our sinful na-

ture; but now we are free to live 

for Christ (see Galatians 2:20). 

In Colossians 2:14, We can 

enjoy our new lives in Christ be-

cause we have joined him in his 

death and resurrection. Our evil 

desires, our bondage to sin, and 

our love of sin died with him. Now, 

joining him in his resurrection life, 

we may have unbroken fellow-

ship with God and freedom from 

sin. Our debt for sin has been 

paid in full; our sins are swept 

away and forgotten by God; and 

we can be clean and new. For 

more on the difference between 

our new life in Christ and our old 

sinful nature, read Ephesians 

4:23, 24 and Colossians 3:3-15. 

(Life Application Study Bible).

Complete 
in Christ
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St. John Missionary 
Baptist Church

825 Newhall Street
Reverend Mervin Redmond, Pastor
San Francisco, CA 94124

(415) 826-5639 or 550-9324
Sunday

Sunday School 9:00 AM
Morning Worship 10:25 AM
Children’s Ministry 10:25 AM
Nurture for Baptist 6:15 PM

Wednesday
Prayer Services/Bible Study

Midday 11:30 AM
Evening 6:45 PM

Communion – 1st Sunday
For information about other activities

Call (415) 826-5639 or visit us at 
www.stjohnsf.org

ADOPTIONS
  

PREGNANT? CONSIDER-

ING ADOPTION? Call us 

first. Living expenses, hous-

ing, medical, and continued 

support afterwards. Choose 

adoptive family of your 

choice. Call 24/7.  1-877-

879-4709 (Cal-SCAN)

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Place these house ads spo-

radically throughout your 

classified sections to promote 

the network - Thank you!

 

DID YOU KNOW 7 IN 
10 Americans or 158 
million U.S. Adults 
read content from 
newspaper media 

each week? Discover 
the Power of News-

paper 
Advertising. For a free 

brochure call 916-288-

6011 or email cecelia@

cnpa.com   (Cal-SCAN)

 

DID YOU KNOW 144 mil-

lion U.S. Adults read a 

Newspaper print copy each 

week? Discover the Power 

of Newspaper Advertis-

ing. For a free brochure call 

916-288-6011 or email cece-

lia@cnpa.com   (Cal-SCAN)

  

EVERY BUSINESS has a 

story to tell! Get your mes-

sage out with California’s 

PRMedia Release – the 

only Press Release Service 

operated by the press to 

get press! For more info con-

tact Cecelia @ 916-288-6011 

or http://prmediarelease.

com/california (Cal-SCAN)

AUTOS WANTED
  

DONATE YOUR CAR, 

TRUCK OR BOAT TO HERI-

TAGE FOR THE BLIND. 

FREE 3 Day Vacation, Tax 

Deductible, Free Towing, All 

Paperwork Taken Care of. Call 

800-731-5042 (Cal-SCAN)

  

Got an older car, boat or RV? 

Do the humane thing. Donate 

it to the Humane Society. Call 

1- 800-743-1482 (Cal-SCAN)

  

GET CASH FOR 
CARS/TRUCKS!!! All 
Makes/Models 2000-
2016! Top $$$ Paid! 

Any Condition! Used 
or wrecked. Running 
or Not. Free Towing! 

Call For 
Offer: 1- 888-417-

9150. (Cal-SCAN)

AUTOS WANTED/LUXURY

KILL AD - DO NOT 
RUN

WANTED! Old Porsche 

356/911/912 for restoration 

by hobbyist 1948-1973 Only. 

Any condition, top $ paid 

707 965-9546  (Cal-SCAN)

CABLE/SATELLITE 
TV

  

Switch to DIRECTV. Lock 

in 2-Year Price Guarantee 

($50/month) w/AT&T Wire-

less. Over 145 Channels 

PLUS Popular Movie Net-

works for Three Months, 

No Cost! Call 1- 800-

385-9017 (Cal-SCAN)

  

DISH TV - BEST DEAL 

EVER! Only $39.99/mo. Plus 

$14.99/mo. Internet (where 

avail.) FREE Streaming. 

FREE Install (up to 6 rooms.) 

FREE HD-DVR. Call 1-

800-357-0810 (Cal-SCAN)

FINANCIAL SERVICES

  

SOCIAL SECURITY 
DISABILITY BEN-
EFITS. Unable to 

work? Denied ben-
efits? We Can Help! 
WIN or Pay Nothing! 
Contact Bill Gordon 

& Associates at 
1-800-

966-1904 to start your ap-

plication today! (Cal-SCAN)

H E A L T H / F I T N E S S

  

ELIMINATE CELLU-
LITE and Inches in 
weeks! All natural. 

Odor free. Works for 
men or women.  Free 
month supply on se-
lect packages. Order 

now! 844-703-
9774. (Cal-SCAN)

H E A L T H / M E D I C A L

NEW AD -   

OXYGEN - Anytime.  Any-

where.  No tanks to refill.  

No deliveries.  The  All-New 

Inogen One G4 is only 2.8 

pounds!  FAA approved! 

FREE info kit: 844-359-

3976. (Cal-SCAN)

  

VIAGRA and CIALIS US-

ERS! Cut your drug costs! 

SAVE $$! 50 Pills for $99.00. 

FREE Shipping! 100% 

Guaranteed and Discreet. 

CALL 1-800-624-9105 (Cal-

S C A N )

  

Stop OVERPAYING for 

your prescriptions! SAVE! 

Call our licensed Cana-

dian and International phar-

macy, compare prices and 

get $25.00 OFF your first 

prescription! CALL 1-800-

273-0209 Promo Code 

CDC201625. (Cal-SCAN)

  

Got Knee Pain? Back 

Pain? Shoulder Pain? Get 

a pain-relieving brace -little 

or NO cost to you. Medi-

care Patients Call Health 

Hotline Now! 1- 800-796-

5091 (Cal-SCAN)

 

HELP WANTED
  

Sales RepresentativCali-

fornia Trade Association 

located in Sacramento 

is seeking someone with 

strong knowledge for Ad-

vertising, print, digital and 

social media solutions, 

great with detail, an amaz-

ing attitude, and a passion 

for selling content and in-

tegrated partnerships. 3-5 

years experience a plus. 

We offer a competitive 

base salary, commission 

and bonus plan, along with 

great benefit package. 

Email Resume and Sal-

ary History to jobs@cnpa.

com. EOE (Cal-SCAN)

HOME SECURITY

  

Protect your home with 

fully customizable secu-

rity and 24/7 monitoring 

right from your smartphone. 

Receive up to $1500 in 

equipment, free (restrictions

 apply). Call 1-800-

918-4119 (Cal-SCAN)

 

INSURANCE/HEALTH
  

Lowest Prices on Health 

& Dental Insurance. We 

have the best rates from 

top companies! Call Now! 

888-989-4807. (Cal-SCAN)

LAND FOR SALE/

OUT OF STATNEW 

AD -   WEEK OF 01/15

NORTHERN AZ WIL-
DERNESS RANCH 

$236 MONTH - Quiet 
& secluded 37 acre 

off the grid self-suffi-
ciency ranch bor-

dering 640 wooded 
acres of State Trust 

lands at cool clear 6,200’ 

elevation. Minutes from his-

toric pioneer town & fish-

ing lake. True wilderness 

with free roaming wildlife, 

no urban noise & dark 

sky nights. Blend of ever-

green woodlands & grassy 

meadows with sweeping 

views across surround-

ing uninhabited wilderness 

mountains and valleys. 

Abundant groundwater, 

rich loam garden soil & 

maintained road access. 

Camping and RV use ok. 

$27,500, $2,750 dn. with no 

qualifying seller financing. 

FREE BROCHURE with 

additional property descrip-

tions, prices, photos, topo 

map, weather chart, area 

info. 1st United Realty 

800.966.6690. (Cal-SCAN) 

LEGAL SERVICES
  

Xarelto users have you had 

complications due to inter-

nal bleeding (after Janu-

ary 2012)? If so, you MAY 

be due financial compen-

sation. If you don’t have 

an attorney, CALL In-

juryfone today! 1-800-

425-4701. (Cal-SCAN)

Under Legal Services - 

e .

  

 

DID YOU KNOW Infor-

mation is power and con-

tent is King? Do you need 

timely access to public no-

tices and remain relevant 

in today’s hostile business 

climate? Gain the edge 

with California Newspaper 

Publishers Association new 

innovative website capub-

licnotice.com and check 

out the FREE One-Month 

Trial Smart Search Fea-

ture. For more informa-

tion call Cecelia @ (916) 

288-6011 or www.capub-

licnotice.com (Cal-SCAN)

 

MEDICAL SUPPLIES/
EQUIPMENT

  

Safe Step Walk-In Tub! 

Alert for Seniors. Bath-

room falls can be fatal. Ap-

proved by Arthritis Founda-

tion. Therapeutic Jets. Less 

Than 4 Inch Step-In. Wide 

Door. Anti-Slip Floors. Ameri-

can Made. Installation In-

cluded. Call 800-799-4811 

for $750 Off. (Cal-SCAN)

MISCELLANEOUS
  SAWMILLS from only 

$4397.00- MAKE & SAVE 

MONEY with your own 

bandmill- Cut lumber any 

dimension. In stock ready to 

ship! FREE Info/DVD: 

www.NorwoodSawmi l l s .

com 1-800-578-1363 

Ext.300N (Cal-SCAN)

MISCELLANEOUS 
FOR SAL  

HOME BREAK-INS take 

less than 60 SECONDS. 

Don’t wait!  Protect your 

family, your home, your as-

sets NOW for as little as 

70¢ a day! Call 855-404-

7601(Cal-SCAN)
PERSONALS-ADULT
  

Meet singles right now! No 

paid operators, just real 

people like you. Browse 

greetings, exchange mes-

sages and connect live. 

Try it free. Call now: 800-

945-3392. (Cal-SCAN)

REAL ESTATPlace this house 

ad under Real Estate & Run 

e - Thank you!

 

  

DID YOU KNOW Informa-

tion is power and content is 

King? Do you need timely 

access to public notices 

and remain relevant in to-

day’s highly competitive 

market? Gain an edge 

with California Newspa-

per Publishers Associa-

tion new innovative website 

capublicnotice.com and 

check out the Smart Search 

Feature. For more informa-

tion call Cecelia @ (916) 

288-6011 or www.capub-

licnotice.com (Cal-SCAN)

SENIOR LIVING

  

A PLACE FOR MOM. 
The nation’s largest 
senior living referral 
service. Contact our 
trusted,local experts 
today! Our service is 
FREE/no obligation. 

CALL 1-
800-550-4822. (Cal-SCAN)

TAX SERVICES

  

Do you owe over $10,000 

to the IRS or State in back 

taxes?  Our firm works to 

reduce the tax bill or zero 

it out completely FAST. 

Call now 855-993-5796 

( C a l - S C A N )
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FOR A
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SAFER
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LEARN MORE AT:
Safer-SF.com |      @safersanfrancisco |    @Yeson_E   |         @treatmentsf  |    @yeson_f|    @Yeson_ @treatmentsf  |    @yeson_

ON MARCH 5, VOTE

Paid for by Yes on Prop E for a Safer SF - Mayor Breed’s Ballot Measure Committee. Committee major funding from:
1. Chris Larsen ($250,000)

2. Ronald Conway ($100,000)
3. Jeremy Liew ($50,000)

Financial disclosures are available at sfethics.org.
PAID POLITICAL ADVERTISEMENT

gives our police officers access to 
21st-century tools to prevent and 
solve more crimes, and ensures more 
time on the beat, protecting residents 
and businesses.

strikes the right balance between 
compassion and accountability, 
adding another tool to combat drug 
use and save lives.

Prop E

Prop F

 “We’re making progress on public safety 
and addressing the fentanyl crisis. 

Prop E & F will keep that progress going, 
moving San Francisco in the right direction.”

— MAYOR LONDON BREED

ON MARCH 5, VOTE  for a  SAFER SAN FRANCISCO
VOTE YES on PROP E and PROP F
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SAN FRANCISCO AGREES: VOTE YES ON A. VOTE BY MARCH 5TH!

Speaker Emerita Nancy Pelosi
Mayor London Breed
Board of Supervisors President Aaron Peskin
California State Treasurer Fiona Ma
California Controller Malia Cohen
Senator Scott Wiener
Assemblymember Matt Haney
Assemblymember Phil Ting
San Francisco Democratic Party
San Francisco Firefighters

San Francisco Labor Council
San Francisco Council of District Merchants Associations
San Francisco Women’s Political Committee
Senior and Disability Action
Affordable Housing Alliance
Habitat for Humanity Greater San Francisco
Council of Community Housing Organizations
Service Employees International Union 1021
UNITE Here Local 2
United Educators of San Francisco

AFFORDABLE HOMES 
FOR 4,500 WORKING 
SAN FRANCISCANS.  
NO NEW TAXES.

$300 million housing 
bond for working families 

whose wages haven’t 
kept up with housing costs

Homes for seniors, 
first responders, and 

women who have 
experienced domestic 
abuse or sexual assault

No additional housing 
costs for renters or 

homeowners

No new taxes or 
increase in property 
tax rates as a result 

of the bond

Prevent loss of state 
funding by helping San 

Francisco achieve our RHNA 
housing goal of 46,000  
new affordable homes 

Full, independent audits 
to ensure the money is 

spent as promised

Ad paid for by Affordable Housing for SF, Yes on A. Committee major funding from:
1. Mercy Housing ($50,000)

2. SF Housing Accelerator Fund ($50,000)
3. Cahill Contractors ($50,000)

Financial disclosures are available at sfethics.org.


