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SAN FRANCISCO POLICE 
RECRUITING EFFORTS 

YIELD PROGRESS: POLICE 
ACADEMY AT HIGHEST 

LEVELS SINCE PRE-PANDEMIC

Advocacy Group 
Report Card: California 

Is Underinvesting 
in Its Children

Annual Black Caucus 
MLK Jr Breakfast Uplifts 

King’s Legacy; Need 
to Generate Wealth

By Tanu Henry

Ch i l d r e n  N o w, 
a n  O a k l a n d -
based advocacy 
o r g a n i z a t i o n 

released a report card on Jan. 
10 that claims California is 
lagging in several areas key 
to the wellbeing of children, 
i n c l u d i n g  p r e v e n t i n g 
substance abuse, preventive 
s c r e e n i n g ,  s u p p o r t i n g 
mental health and providing 
resources for birthing health.

“The Cal i fornia  Chi ldren 
report card grades the state 
o n  i t s  a b i l i t y  t o  s u p p o r t 
b e t t e r  o u t c o m e s  f o r  k i d s 
from pre-natal to age

26” the report states. “Each 
grade is based on the state’s 
progress (or lack thereof) on 
pass ing  and  implement ing 
s t a t e  po l i c i e s  and  mak ing 
investments in the supports 
and services needed for all kids 
to reach their full potential.”

I n  C a l i f o r n i a ,  t h e  t o t a l 
number  of  chi ldren  wi th in 
the study’s age range is 13.7 
million. Of that number, 5 % 

(roughly 685,000 children) is 
Black or African American.

A f t e r  G o v .  N e w s o m 
presented his annual budget 
to the California Legislature 
o n  J a n .  1 0 ,  Te d  L e m p e r t , 
Children Now’s President said, 
“California has consistently 
underinvested in its kids.”

“ W h i l e  w e  r e c o g n i z e 
the large deficit  affecting 
t h e  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n ’ s 
budget proposal,  we can’t 

con t inue  down  th i s  pa th 
o f  d e p r i o r i t i z i n g  k i d s 
that has led to alarmingly 
poor outcomes,” Lempert 
w ro t e . ”  We  a p p l a u d  t h e 
Administration’s renewed 
commitment  to  ch i ldcare 
r a t e  r e f o r m ,  b u t  a r e 
particularly concerned with 
some proposed reductions, 
including the elimination of 
the 24/7 hotline for youth in 
foster care and taking dollars 
back from state preschool.”

In California, the total number of children within the 
study’s age range is 13.7 million. Of that number, 5 % 

(roughly 685,000 children) is Black or African American

S an Francisco, CA 
–  To d a y  M a y o r 
London N. Breed 
and Pol ice  Chief 

Wil l iam Scott  announced 
that the San Francisco Police 
D e p a r t m e n t  ( S F P D )  h a s 
welcomed its latest Academy 
Class, bringing the total of 
three Police Academy classes 
c u r r e n t l y  t r a i n i n g .  T h e 
presence of these three SFPD 
Police Academy classes is the 
highest  number of  cadets 
t ra in ing  a t  any  one  t ime 
since before the pandemic. 

This  puts  SFPD on t rack 
t o  g r adua t e  more  r ec ru i t s 
in 2024 than any year since 
the pandemic began. 

C u r r e n t  c l a s s e s  a t 
SFPD Police Academy: 

Academy Class 282 started 
J a n u a r y  1 6 t h ,  w i t h  1 9 
new candidates.  

A n o t h e r  4 1  r e c r u i t s  a r e 
currently training in Academy 
Classes 280 (started in July) 
and 281 (started in September).   

Class 280 is scheduled to 
graduate in February and Class 

281 is set to graduate in May.

T h e s e  t h r e e  A c a d e m y 
Classes reflect the increase 
in applications the Department 
began to experience at the end 
of 2022, when applications to 
join SFPD began to increase 
b a c k  t o  2 0 1 8  l e v e l s  a f t e r 
years of being down during 
the pandemic. Mayor Breed 
a n d  S F P D  h a v e  i m p r o v e d 

r e c r u i t m e n t  e f f o r t s  b y 
increasing pay, streamlining 
t e s t i n g  a n d  h i r i n g ,  a n d 
expanding outreach, including: 

Increasing starting pay for 
SFPD officers to be among 
the highest of any large Bay 
Area City.  SFPD off icers 
are paid more than officers 

Continued on page 2

New Police Academy class starting today joins two 
other classes currently training at SFPD Academy – 
higher cadet levels reflective of efforts to strengthen 

recruitment through increased pay, expanded outreach, 
and streamlined hiring

President Biden 
Accelerates Student 

Debt Relief with 
Early Implementation 

of SAVE Plan
By Stacy M. Brown

Ag a i n , 
attempting to 
f u l f i l l  a  k e y 
promise made 

during his 2020 campaign, 
P r e s i d e n t  J o e  B i d e n 
announced the accelerated 
i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  o f  a 
crucial provision under the 
Student Aid for Voluntary 
Education (SAVE) plan. 
The president reaffirmed 
h i s  c o m m i t m e n t  t o 
re f o r m i n g  t h e  s t u d e n t 
loan system and ensuring 
t h a t  h i g h e r  e d u c a t i o n 
re m a i n s  a  p a t h w a y  t o 
the middle class, “not a 
barrier to opportunity.”

“From Day One of  my 
Administrat ion,  I  vowed 
t o  f i x  t h e  s t u d e n t  l o a n 
s y s t e m  a n d  m a k e  s u r e 
h i g h e r  e d u c a t i o n  i s  a 
p a t h w a y  t o  t h e  m i d d l e 
c l a s s — n o t  a  b a r r i e r  t o 
opportunity,” Biden stated.

The  pres ident  asser ted 
that  his  administrat ion’s 
S AV E  p l a n  h a s  h e l p e d 

3.6 million Americans by 
c a n c e l i n g  t h e i r  s t u d e n t 
debt. The plan’s goal is to 
create a more affordable 
s t uden t  l oan  r epaymen t 
structure while providing 
l i f e - c h a n g i n g  s u p p o r t 
t o  s t u d e n t s  a n d  t h e i r 
families, Biden said.

“ I  a m  p r o u d  t h a t 
m y  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  i s 
implementing one of the 
most impactful provisions 

of the SAVE plan nearly 
s i x  m o n t h s  a h e a d  o f 
schedule,” Biden asserted. 
“ S t a r t i n g  n e x t  m o n t h , 
b o r r o w e r s  e n r o l l e d  i n 
SAVE who took out less 
than $12,000 in loans and 
have  been  in  repayment 
for ten years will get their 
r e m a i n i n g  s t u d e n t  d e b t 
canceled immediately.”

Continued on page 8

The president asserted that his administration’s SAVE 
plan has helped 3.6 million Americans by canceling 

their student debt.

Antonio Ray Harvey | 
California Black Media

On Jan. 11,  the 
C a l i f o r n i a 
L e g i s l a t i v e 
B lack  Caucus 

(CLBC) honored the legacy 
o f  D r.  M a r t i n  L u t h e r 
K i n g ,  J r,  a t  a  b re a k f a s t 
c e l e b r a t i o n  h e l d  a t  t h e 
Grand Ballroom of the Town 
and Country Event Center in 
downtown Sacramento.

T h e  a n n u a l  C L B C  e v e n t 
was at tended by about 200 
people,  including members 
o f  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  f r o m 
d i v e r s e  b a c k g r o u n d s , 
community leaders, staffers 
f r o m  t h e  S t a t e  C a p i t o l , 
among other attendees.

“It was an honor to host this 
year's annual Martin Luther 
King, Jr. Day breakfast. The 
California Legislative Black 
Caucus put on another lively 
event with great discussion 
on ways we can honor  Dr. 
King's legacy and uplift all 
Californians,” CLBC Chair, 
A s s e m b l y m e m b e r  L o r i  A . 
Wi l s o n  ( D - S u i s u n  C i t y ) , 

posted Jan. 11 on the social 
media platform X.

A t  t h e  b r e a k f a s t , 
A s s e m b l y m e m b e r  R e g g i e 
J o n e s - S a w y e r  ( D - L o s 
Angeles) ,  a  member of  the 
CLBC, served as the master 
of ceremonies at the breakfast 
held four days prior to the date 
that would have marked King’s 
95th birthday on Jan. 15.

C L B C  m e m b e r s 
A s s e m b l y m e m b e r  C h r i s 
H o l d e n  ( D - P a s a d e n a ) 
provided the invocation and 
A s s e m b l y m e m b e r  K e v i n 
McCarty (D-Sacramento) led 
t he  P l edge  o f  A l l eg i ance . 
S e n .  S t e v e n  B r a d f o r d 
(D-Inglewood),  Vice Chair 
o f  t h e  C L B C ,  s h a r e d  a 

Continued on page 8

Sen. Steven Bradford shared with attendees at CLBC's 
annual Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. breakfast, revealing 

a captivating historical tidbit: the civil rights icon 
was originally born Michael King, Jr. His father made 
the decision to change both their names in 1934 after 

a visit to Germany
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Assembly Initiates First Move Toward 
Banning Youth Tackle Football

By Tanu Henry

La s t  w e e k ,  t h e 
C a l i f o r n i a 
Assembly moved 
one step closer to 

banning tackle football for 
children in the state younger 
than six years old.

On Jan. 10, the Assembly 
Ar t s  Ente r ta inment  Spor t s 
and Tourism committee voted 
5-2 to advance Assembly Bill 
(AB) 734, which was authored 
b y  C a l i f o r n i a  L e g i s l a t i v e 
Black Caucus (CLBC) member 
A s s e m b l y m e m b e r  K e v i n 
McCarthy (D-Sacramento).

Capitol insiders say the full 
80-member s tate  Assembly 
m a y  t a k e  a  f l o o r  v o t e 

on the bill soon.

“On and after 2025, a youth 
s p o r t s  o r g a n i z a t i o n  t h a t 
conducts  a  t ack le  foo tba l l 
program, or a youth tackle 
football league, shall not allow 
a person younger than six years 
of age to be a youth tackle 
football participant through 
the organization or league,” 
reads the bill’s language.

McCar thy’s  says  there  i s 
credible research indicating 
that tackle football can affect 
the brains of young children.

The b i l l  has  drawn some 
c r i t i c i s m s  f r o m  a  n u m b e r 
o f  o t h e r  p o l i t i c i a n s 
and policymakers.

“Youth footbal l  isn’t  just 
about pastime and tradition, 

it serves as a safe space for 
our young boys and girls to 
not just play a game, but a 
place for structure, discipline, 
and positive attention many 
in our community don’t find 
at  home,” said Sacramento 
County Sheriff Jim Cooper, 
who opposes AB 734.

“Kids learn about teamwork 
a n d  s e r v i n g  a  p u r p o s e 
b i g g e r  t h a n  t h e m s e l v e s , ” 
a d d e d  C o o p e r ,  w h o  i s  a 
f o r m e r  m e m b e r  o f  t h e 
Assembly and CLBC.

Supporters of bil l ,  on the 
other hand, say the legislation 
is not taking organized sports 
away from children.

“It is simply saying that 
we’re going to move from 

tackle football to flag football 
and we can st i l l  have the 
same learning experiences,” 

said Assemblymember Mike 
Gipson (D-Carson), who is 
also a member of the CLBC.

McCarthy’s says there is credible research 
indicating that tackle football can affect the brains 

of young children.

in almost any other major 
city in the nation. Shifting 
to a dynamic academy class 
model to quickly start classes 
once they hit a certain level 
i n s t e a d  o f  w a i t i n g  l o n g 
p e r i o d s  o f  t i m e  b e t w e e n 
Academy classes, and losing 
out on recruits.  

E x p a n d i n g  o u t r e a c h 
nationwide, including with 
a focus on Historically Black 
Colleges and Universities. 

Reducing the hiring process 
by up to three months by 
conducting Physical Ability 
Test (PAT), Oral Interview, 
and Written Test in one day. 

E x p a n d i n g  f r e e  o n e -

d a y  t e s t i n g  e v e n t s  t o 
co l l ege  campuses  around 
N o r t h e r n  a n d  S o u t h e r n 
C a l i f o r n i a  a n d  o f f e r i n g 
test preparation resources 
and pract ice  sess ions  for 
potential recruits. 

S t r e a m l i n i n g  o f  t h e 
Lateral Hiring Process by 
immediately hiring lateral 
c a n d i d a t e s  a s  s o o n  a s 
they  comple te  the  h ir ing 
process rather than waiting 
to fill a class. 

Participating in the 30 x 
30 Initiative to increase the 
representation of women in 
SFPD with the goal of 30% 
women recruits by 2030.  

These recruitment efforts, as 
well as key retention efforts 
have helped SFPD stabilize 
s taff ing  and s tar t  bui ld ing 

u p  a g a i n .  W h i l e  S F P D  i s 
about 500 officers short of its 
citywide staffing goal, police 
staffing has recently stopped 
decl ining.  Now the effor ts 
a r e  f o c u s e d  o n  r e t a i n i n g 
the  current  off icers ,  whi le 
bringing in new recruits to 
see  po l ice  s t a ff ing  in  San 
Francisco begin to rise again. 

"Our  work  to  s t r eng then 
r e c r u i t i n g  a n d  r e t a i n i n g 
o f f i c e r s  a n d  t o  b u i l d  t h e 
s u p p o r t  t o  h a v e  t h e  b e s t 
police force in the country is 
leading to results,” said Mayor 
London Breed. “A lot of this 
w o r k  h a s  b e e n  h a p p e n i n g 
behind the scenes for a long 
time, and now we are starting 
to see a real change in our 
Academy.  I’m thankful for 
everyone who is signing up 
to put on a uniform and serve 

our residents, our businesses, 
and  ou r  c i t y.  Th i s  i s  how 
we create a safer, more just 
San Francisco.”  

“Efforts to boost recruiting 
in San Francisco are paying 
off,” said Chief Bill  Scott . 
“ T h e  S F P D  i s  m o v i n g  i n 
the right direction, and I’m 
ove r joyed  to  see  so  many 
appl icants  want ing  to  jo in 
our department.  They have 
begun their journey to be part 
of one of the most historic 
pol ice forces in the nat ion 
that  s tands  as  a  model  for 
how reform and public safety 
go hand-in-hand.” 

Despite staffing challenges, 
SFPD’s efforts have made San 
Francisco safer over the last 
year. Most recently during the 
2023 holiday season: 

L a r c e n y  t h e f t  ( c a r 
b reak- ins  and  re ta i l  thef t ) 
decreased by 48%  

M o t o r  v e h i c l e  t h e f t 
decreased by 17% 

Burglaries decreased by 26% 

Violent crime rates in San 
Francisco remain lower than 
other cities and both violent 
and property cr ime remain 
below pre-pandemic levels. 
SFPD’s homicide clearance 
rate is consistently far above 
the national average.   

The next Police Academy 
class wil l  begin later this 
s p r i n g  a n d  a p p l i c a t i o n s 
cont inue  to  come in  a t  a 
h i g h  l e v e l .  F o r  m o r e 
i n f o r m a t i o n  a n d  t o  v i e w 
career opportunities with the 
SFPD, visit this page.  

S.F. Police
Continued from page 1
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BMR 
UNIT

BEDROOM 
COUNT

BATH 
COUNT

SQUARE 
FEET FLOOR PRICE W/ 

PARKING
PRICE W/O 
PARKING

MONTHLY HOA
DUES W/O
PARKING

MONTHLY HOA
DUES W/ PARKING

203 1 1 551 2 $452,139 $397,159 $552.13 $657.13

207 2 2 849 2 $518,072 $469,050 $591.96 $686.96

214 Studio 1 401 2 $381,208 $346,899 $535.08 $630.08

301 2 2 789 3 $519,730 $470,707 $584.13 $679.13

305 2 2 840 3 $518,100 $469,078 $591.96 $686.96

309 1 1 619 3 $450,272 $408,478 $560.94 $655.94

408 1 1 622 4 $450,263 $408,468 $560.94 $655.94

410 1 1 621 4 $450,266 $408,471 $560.94 $655.94

413 2 2 835 4 $518,116 $469,094 $591.96 $686.96

502 2 2 853 5 $518,060 $469,037 $591.96 $686.96

503 1 1 551 5 $452,139 $410,344 $552.13 $647.13

511 1 1 615 5 $450,285 $408,490 $560.94 $655.94

Federal Prosecutors Seek Death Penalty for White Man Who 
Fatally Shot 10 Black People in Buffalo Grocery Store

By Stacy M. Brown
NNPA Newswire Senior 
National Correspondent
@StacyBrownMedia

Federal prosecutors 
a n n o u n c e d  o n 
Friday,  Jan.  12, 
their intention to 

pursue the death penalty for 
Payton Gendron, a 20-year-
old white man responsible 
for a racist  rampage that 
c l a i m e d  t h e  l i v e s  o f  1 0 
Black shoppers at a Buffalo 
grocery store in May 2022. 
Prosecutors  revea led  the 
decis ion in  a  court  f i l ing 
before a scheduled status 
conference hearing at the 
Robert H. Jackson Federal 
Courthouse in Buffalo.

Gendron is already serving 
a life sentence without parole 

after pleading guilty to New 
York s ta te  murder  charges 
in November 2022. Defense 
a t t o r n e y s  h a v e  e x p r e s s e d 
G e n d r o n ’s  w i l l i n g n e s s  t o 
plead guilty to federal hate 
crimes and weapons violations 
if prosecutors choose not to 
pursue the death penalty.

“ To d a y ’ s  d e c i s i o n  b y 
the  Depar tment  o f  Jus t i ce 
provides a pathway to both 
relief and a measure of closure 
f o r  t h e  v i c t i m s  a n d  t h e i r 
famil ies ,”  said civi l  r ights 
a t torney Benjamin Crump. 
“They  have  been  p leading 
fo r  fu l l  j u s t i ce  fo r  nea r ly 
two years, and today they are 
one step closer. We thank the 
DOJ for its diligence and for 
fighting for those whose lives 
were so tragically affected 

by this atrocity. We ask that 
y o u  c o n t i n u e  t o  k e e p  t h e 
victims, their families, and the 
entire Buffalo community in 
your prayers as they continue 
t o  g r i e v e  a n d  p u r s u e  f u l l 
just ice for those who were 
stolen from them.”

The announcement follows 
a  near ly  20-month  Jus t ice 
D e p a r t m e n t  c a s e  r e v i e w, 
m a r k i n g  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e 
At to rney  Genera l  Mer r i ck 
Garland has authorized a new 
capital prosecution. President 
Joe Biden, who campaigned 
aga ins t  the  dea th  pena l ty, 
f aced  c r i t i c i sm f rom c iv i l 
r ights  groups,  arguing that 
the death penalty historically 
and disproportionately affects 
racial minorities and the poor. 
Garland issued a moratorium 

on federal executions in 2021, 
which remains in place but 
does not prevent prosecutors 
from seeking a death sentence.

In 2023, emotions ran high 
at a sentencing hearing as the 
sister of one of the victims 
confronted Gendron. Chaos 
erupted when an enraged man 
cha rged  a t  t he  de f endan t , 
leading to authorities rushing 
Gendron out of the courtroom. 
After returning, Judge Susan 
Egan acknowledged the pain 
experienced by the victims’ 
families but emphasized the 
need for appropriate conduct.

Gendron, who had targeted 
a  spec i f i c  predominant ly 
B l a c k  B u f f a l o  z i p  c o d e , 
a d m i t t e d  t o  t h e  r a c i a l l y 
charged massacre. He said 
he  regre t ted  h i s  ac t ions , 

attributing them to online 
hate and the belief in the 
“ r e p l a c e m e n t  t h e o r y . ” 
G e n d r o n  w a s  s e n t e n c e d 

to life in prison by Judge 
Egan, who condemned his 
i d e o l o g i e s  a s  “ i g n o r a n t , 
hateful, and evil.”

Gendron is already serving a life sentence without 
parole after pleading guilty to New York state murder 

charges in November 2022.

Four Black Californians Among 10 Inductees 
Into State’s 17th Class of Hall of Famers

By Tanu Henry

On Jan. 11, Gov. 
Gavin Newsom, 
F i r s t  P a r t n e r 
Jennifer Siebel 

Newsom and the California 
M u s e u m  a n n o u n c e d 
inductees into the 17th Class 
of the state’s Hall of Famers.

A m o n g  t h i s  y e a r ’ s  1 0 
i n d u c t e e s  - -  b o t h  g r o u p s 
and individuals  --  are four 
Black Californians: Former 
S an  F ranc i s co  M ayor  and 
California Assembly Speaker 
Willie Brown; award-winning 
f i lmmake r  Ava  Duve rnay ; 

F e d e r a l  J u d g e  a n d  c i v i l 
r i g h t s  l e a d e r  T h e l t o n  E . 
Henderson;  and basketbal l 
H a l l  o f  F a m e  p l a y e r  a n d 
broadcaster Cheryl Miller.

Other 2024 inductees are: 
master chef and “mother of 
fus ion  cu is ine  Helene  An; 
computer scientist and “father 
o f  the  in te rne t  Vincent  A. 
Cer f ;  a l l - female  pop  punk 
band The Go-Gos; Chicano 
Rock band Los Lobos; former 
U.S. Secretary of Defense and 
Congressman Leon E. Panetta; 
a n d  a r t i s t i c  d i r e c t o r  a n d 
choreographer Brenda Way.

This year ’s honorees join 
150 other Californians who 
h a v e  b e e n  i n d u c t e d  i n t o 
the Hall of Fame.

“The contributions of this 
newest class of the Hall of 
Fame will have an impact on 
California – and the nation 
– for generations

t o  c o m e .  T h r o u g h  t h e i r 
b o u n d l e s s  q u a l i t i e s  a n d 
t ra i lb laz ing  ach ievements , 
these visionaries embody the 
spirit of California and will 
continue to inspire millions 
more,” Newsom said in a press 
release issued after videotaped 

announcement last week.

First Partner Siebel Newsom 

also welcomed the “spectacular 

new group of trailblazers.”

“ W i t h  a  p e n c h a n t  f o r 

challenging the status quo, 

t h e s e  i n d i v i d u a l s  w h o l l y 

r e f l e c t  t h e  c o u r a g e o u s , 

ambitious, and bold spirit of 

California, and have made an 

indelible mark on our state, 

nation, and world,” she said.

I n d u c t e e s  a r e  s e l e c t e d 

annually by the Governor 

and First Partner.

Former San Francisco Mayor and California 
Assembly Speaker Willie Brown
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By JULIANNE MALVEAUX

Ye a r s  a g o , 
y o u n g  p e o p l e 
used to wear a 
wristband that 

said WWJD, or What Would 
Jesus Do?  Today, we should 
have a  real  or imaginary 
wristband that says WWMD, 
or what would Martin Do.  

W h y ?   O n  D r .  K i n g ’ s 
birthday, January 15, liberals 
and conservat ives  invoked 
the name and memory of Dr. 
King.   But  what  would  he 
do today?  Would he support 
legislators who are taking us 
to the brink of a government 
shutdown with programs that 
benefit women, children, and 
older people on the chopping 

b lock?   Would  he  suppor t 
r e s t r i c t ions  on  a  woman ' s 
right to choose?  Would he 
apprec i a t e  t he  bann ing  o f 
more than 1600 books?  Given 
his love for history,  would 
Dr. King support state laws 
that prevent teaching about 
race?  Given his appreciation 
for the beloved community, 
w o u l d  D r.  K i n g  s u p p o r t 
attacks on Diversity, Equity, 
and inclusion?  The people 
who tout Dr. King today must 
read him to be reminded of 
his commitment to justice and 
economic restructuring.

I  c l a i m  D r.  K i n g  a s  a n 
economist.  In his Nobel Peace 
Prize acceptance speech, he 
said, “I have the audacity to 
believe that people everywhere 

can have three meals a day for 
their bodies, education, and 
culture for their minds, peace, 
and freedom for their spirits."  
In his book, Where Do We 
Go From Here, he spoke of 
e c o n o m i c  r e s t r u c t u r i n g , 
questioning the very nature 
o f  t he  cap i t a l i s t  e conomy 
and saying, “If the world is 
two-thirds water, why do we 
pay water bills?”

W h a t  m u s t  y o u  d o  t o 
celebrate Dr. King?  This is 
what Dr. King wrote in Where 
Do We Go From Here?

I choose to identify with the 
underpr ivi leged.   I  choose 
to identify with the poor.  I 
choose to give my life to the 
hungry.  I choose to give my 
life to those who have been 

le f t  out  of  the  sunl ight  of 
opportunity.  I choose to live 
for and with those who find 
themselves seeing life as a 
long and desolate  corr idor 
with no exit sign.  This is the 
way I'm going.  If it means 
su ff e r i ng  a  l i t t l e  b i t ,  I ’m 
going that way.  If it means 
sacr if ic ing,  I ’m going that 
way.  If it  means dying for 
t hem,  I ’m go ing  tha t  way 
because I heard a voice saying, 
"Do something for others."

P eop l e  w i l l  be  i nvok ing 
Dr.  K ing  th rough  Janua ry 
and February,  but  he  i s  to 
be remembered through his 
words and our deeds.  We can 
celebrate Dr. King by doing 
something for others through 
smal l  ac ts  and large  ones , 
through activism and simple 
acts of kindness.  And, more 
impactfully, we can celebrate 
Dr. King by considering the 
intractable nature of poverty 
and the things we can do to 
e l imina te  i t .   King  wro te , 
“the curse of poverty is an 
abomination in our age.  It is 
socially as cruel and blind as 
the practice of cannibalism 
at the dawn of civilization, 
w h e n  m e n  a t e  e a c h  o t h e r 
b e c a u s e  t h e y  h a d  n o t  y e t 
l ea rned  to  t ake  food  f rom 
the soil,  or to consume the 
abundant animal life around 
t h e m . ”   T h o s e  a r e  s t r o n g 
words ,  to ta l ly  appropr ia te 
words.  We are cannibalizing 
o u r  n a t i o n ’s  f u t u r e  w i t h 
persistent poverty, especially 
when so many children are 

consigned to poverty.

The day af ter  Dr.  King’s 
birthday, Congress announced 
a bipartisan deal to expand 
the child tax credit.  About 
16 million children in low-
income families will benefit, 
according to the Center on 
Budget and Policy Priorities.  
Democrats pushed hard for 
t h i s ,  a n d  h a d  t o  a g r e e  t o 
reviving some of the Trump 
tax  cu t s  tha t  had  exp i red , 
including more tax deductions 
f o r  b u s i n e s s e s .   S e n a t e 
F inance  Chai r  Ron Wyden 
(D-Ore) wants  to pass this 
l eg i s l a t ion  be fore  the  end 
of this month, but Congress 
must first  pass a budget to 
avert a government shutdown, 
schedule for January 19.

Conceding to business tax 
deduc t i on  ex t r ac t s  a  h igh 
price, but keeping millions of 
childen out of poverty may be 
worth it.  Even as the expansion 

of the child tax credit  is  a 
v ic to ry,  i t  i s  impor tan t  to 
note that it is a far cry from 
the economic restructuring 
that Dr. King called for.  Few 
who  ce l eb ra t e  K ing  focus 
on economic restructuring.  
Indeed ,  when  King  ca l l ed 
f o r  r e s t r u c t u r i n g  h e  l o s t 
the support of foundations, 
government, and even many 
i n  t h e  A f r i c a n  A m e r i c a n 
community.  When he died, 
he’d lost much esteem.  It took 
nearly 20 years to turn his 
birthday into a federal holiday.

W h a t  w o u l d  M a r t i n 
do?   He’d  keep  f ight ing , 
keep trying, to restructure 
t h e  e c o n o m y  a n d  d o 
something for others.  He’d 
continue his  bold attacks 
on a  predatory capita l i s t 
economic structure.  If we 
celebrate King, no only on 
his birthday, but throughout 
the year, we can do no less.

WHAT WOULD 
MARTIN DO?

Dr. Julianne Malveaux

Sen. Butler Marks First 100 Days in 
Office With Message and Meetings

By Tanu Henry

U. S .  S e n . 
Laphonza Butler 
( D - C a l i f . ) ,  a 
f o r m e r  l a b o r 

o r g a n i z e r  a n d  a d v o c a t e 
f o r  w o m e n  i n  p o l i t i c s , 
marked her first 100 days 
in office on Jan. 13.

Butler commemorated the 
o c c a s i o n  w i t h  a  m e s s a g e 
to consti tuents and hosting 
t w o  o p e n  h o u s e s  i n  L o s 
Angeles and San Diego for 
c o m m u n i t y  m e m b e r s  a n d 
youth organizations.

“My f i r s t  100  days  have 

been filled with opportunities 
to listen, to learn and to lead 
on behalf of generations of 
Ca l i fo rn i ans  demand ing  a 
government  that  works for 
t h e m  a n d  p r o t e c t s  t h e i r 
fundamental freedoms,” said 
But le r,  who Gov.  Newsom 
appointed in October to replace 
Sen. Dianne Feinstein after 
she passed away on Sept. 29.

“F rom vo t ing  r i gh t s  and 
housing affordability to mental 
health and reproductive rights, 
young people and especially 
y o u n g  w o m e n  a r e  f a c i n g 
headwinds, and I’m committed 
to using my time in the Senate 

to  ho ld  the  door  open  fo r 
them,” continued Butler.

On  Jan .  13  and  J an .  14 , 
Butler held two roundtables 
wi th  young  peop le  in  Los 
Angeles and San Diego that 
w e r e  c l o s e d  t o  t h e  p r e s s , 
according to her office.

“ A t  a  t i m e  o f  p e r v a s i v e 
c y n i c i s m  a b o u t  o u r 
g o v e r n m e n t ,  i t  i s  m o r e 
important than ever to invest 
in  res tor ing  conf idence  in 
our democracy and to build 
a partnership with the next 
generation of leaders,” said 
Butler,  who has announced 
t ha t  she  w i l l  no t  j o in  t he 

race for the U.S. Senate seat 
she currently holds.

In the U.S. Senate, Butler, 
who has been a strong supporter 
of pro-labor legislation at the 
federal level, serves on the 
Judiciary Committee.

Since  her appo in tment , 
Butler has also supported 
the Youth Voting Rights Act, 
which would allow eligible 
16-year-olds to pre-register 
to vote; and other legislation 
that would improve the lives 
o f  w o m e n  a n d  c h i l d re n , 
i n c l u d i n g  t h e  Wo m e n ’s 
Health Protection Act of 2023, 
which would protect access 

to abortion; the Child Care 
for Working Families  Act 

and the Protect Vulnerable 
Immigrant Youth Act.

U.S. Sen. Laphonza Butler

California African American Chamber of Commerce 
to Host Economic Summit in Los Angeles

By Tanu Henry

Th e  C a l i f o r n i a 
A f r i c a n 
A m e r i c a n 
C h a m b e r  o f 

Commerce  (CAACC) and 
California African American 
A c t i o n  F u n d  ( C A A A F ) 
will hold their 2nd Annual 
State of California African 
American Economy Summit 
in L.A. on Jan. 24 and Jan 25.

The Summit will be held at 
the Westin Los Angeles Airport 
located at  5400 W Century 
Blvd, Los Angeles, CA 90045.

The Conference is designed 
to discuss specific economic 
t o p i c s  a s  w e l l  a s  p r o v i d e 
oppor tun i t i es  fo r  bus iness 
o w n e r s ,  e n t r e p r e n e u r s , 
advocates and other guests to 
connect, learn, and grow.

S p e a k e r s  a t  t h e  s u m m i t 
w i l l  i n c l u d e  D r.  J u l i a n n e 
Malveaux (Economist) ,  Dr. 
Anthony Samad (Executive 
Di rec to r  Mervyn  Dymal ly 
Institute), and Tara Lynn Gray 
(Director of The California 
O ff i c e  o f  S m a l l  B u s i n e s s 
A d v o c a t e  -  C a l O S B A ) , 
among others. They will also 
par t ic ipa te  in  the  S ta te  of 
California Economy Panel.

Another discussion will be a 
Mayor’s Roundtable, featuring 
Af r i c an  Amer i can  mayor s 
from Northern, Central, and 
Southern California. Regional 
p e r s p e c t i v e s  o n  A f r i c a n 
Amer ican  pa r t i c ipa t ion  in 
the California economy will 
be shared by these panelists 
a s  we l l  a s  cha l l enges  and 
opportunities for businesses 
i n  t he i r  r e spec t i ve  c i t i e s . 

Deborah Robertson,  Mayor 
o f  R i a l t o ,  w i l l  b e  t h e 
roundtable’s moderator.

CAACC Chairman Timothy 
Alan Simon Esq.  wil l  host 
a fireside chat with keynote 
s p e a k e r  J a n i c e  B r y a n t -
Howroyd.  Bryant-Howroyd 
i s  t h e  f o u n d e r  a n d  c h i e f 
e x e c u t i v e  o f f i c e r  o f  L o s 
Angeles-based The ActOne 
Group, the largest privately 

held, minority-woman-owned 
personnel company founded in 
the United States.

Va u g h n  M .  W i l l i a m s 
I I I ,  P r i n c i p a l  S u p p l i e r 
D i v e r s i t y  A d v i s o r  f o r 
S o C a l G a s  C o m p a n y  w i l l 
b e  t h e  m o d e r a t o r  f o r 
B u s i n e s s  M a t c h m a k i n g , 
a  se s s ion  that  fac i l i ta te s 
networking among business 
owners across sectors.

L.A. County Supervisors Vote to Back U.S. 
Sen. Padilla’s Suicide Crisis Line Bill

By Tanu Henry

On Jan. 9, all five 
members of the 
L o s  A n g e l e s 
County Board 

o f  S u p e r v i s o r s  v o t e d  t o 

throw their support behind 

federal legislation Sen. Alex 

Padilla (D-Calif.) introduced 

in the U.S. Senate.

Supervisors Janice Hahn and 

Kathryn Barger led the effort.

The bi l l ,  t i t led the Local 

988 Response Act of 2023, 

would  requi re  the  Federa l 

Communications Commission 

(FCC)  to  mandate  tha t  a l l 

incoming calls to the national 

9 - 8 - 8  S u i c i d e  a n d  C r i s i s 

Lifeline be routed based on 

location of the caller, instead 

of the person’s area code.

“This system leads to callers 

oftentimes being connected to 

centers that cannot connect 

them with additional mental 

health assistance,” read a press 

release Padilla’s office issued.

“When someone calls 9-8-

8  and  needs  he lp  t ha t  we 

can’t provide over the phone, 
we need to be able to send 
mental health professionals to 
them quickly -- but that can’t 
happen if LA County residents 
with out-of-state area codes 
are diverted away from our 
local call center,” said Hahn, 
who represented California’s 
36 th  and  44 th  d i s t r i c t s  in 
C o n g r e s s ,  r e s p e c t i v e l y , 

from 2011 to 2016.

“One of my goals when I 

went to Washington last spring 

was to get the ball rolling on 

solving this  problem and I 

am grateful  that  on top of 

Congressman Cardenas’ bill 

in the House, we have this 

new bipartisan bill by Senator 

Padilla,” Hahn added.

In addition to using geo-

location technology to route 

c a l l s ,  i f  t h e  l e g i s l a t i o n 

p a s s e s ,  t h e  F C C  w i l l 

instruct carriers to al low 

c a l l s  a n d  t e x t s  t o  9 - 8 - 8 

even if  the caller’s phone 

is inactive or experiencing 

interruptions. It would also 

require multi-line
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Little Zion 
Baptist Church

El Bethel 
Missionary 

Baptist Church

St. Peter's 
Missionary 

Baptist Church

Neighborhood
Baptist Church

Cornerstone
Missionary 

Baptist Church

Evergreen 
Baptist Church

Ascension 
Baptist Church

Shekinah 
Christian 

Fellowship

Mount Calvary Baptist Church Living Word
Church of God In Christ

Ebenezer 
Baptist Church

1245 Divisadero Street
San Francisco, CA

1320 Golden Gate
San Francisco, CA. 
921-4850, 921-0878

1601 Newcomb Avenue
San Francisco, CA. 

94124

608 Hayes Street
San Francisco, CA

6190 3rd Street
San Francisco, CA. 

94124
Phone: (415) 822-4071

Fax: (415) 822-0156

6270 3rd Street
San Francisco, CA.

1311 Quesada ave.
San Francisco, CA. 

94124 
(415) 822-9488

790 Tennessee St.
San Francisco, CA. 

94107
(415) 646-0747

4000 Middlefield Rd.
(Cubberly Community 

CTR)
Palo Alto, CA. 94306

(650) 569-6944

12 Westlake Ave
Daly City CA. 94014

275 Divisadero Street
San Francisco, CA.

Rev. Dr. J.P. Alexander
Rev. Lane Hawkins

Rev. Kenneth R. Reece 
Pastor

Rev. Jackey Wilson 
Pastor

Rev. Anthony  
Anderson

Ella Henderson, Bishop 
& Founder of SCF

Rev Roy Northington 
Pastor

Rev. Derrick Lomax 
Pastor

Sunday School                    9:00am
Morning Worship	 11:am
Evening Worship 	 6:pm

Church School	 9: am
Children's Church 	 10:am
Morning Worship             10:45 
qm
Bible Study	 1-2pm & 6:30-
7:30pm

Prayer meeting
Wednesday 12:00 Noon

Church School                   9:30 am
Morning Worship                 11: qm
Tuesday Usher meeting        7:pm
Wednesday Bible Study	 7: pm
Tuesday Choir Rehearsal 	
7: pm

Prayer and Teacher meeting
Wednesday 7:30PM

Sunday School                   9:30 
am
Morning Worship                 11: qm
Evening Worship	 6: pm
Bible Class	 Monday	 5: pm

Sunday School                   9:00 am
Morning Worship                 10:25: qm

Communion Every 1st Sunday
Baptism Every 2nd Sunday
Prayer Meeting/Bible Study
6:30-8:30 pm Wednesday

Abundant Life Recovery Ministry
6:30 pm Mondays

Sunday School                   9:15 am
Morning Worship                 10:45: qm
Evening Worship                 7:30 pm

Sunday School                   9:15 
am
Morning Worship                 10:40: 
qm

Wendesday
Teacher's Meeting	 6: pm
Sr. Mission	                         5: pm
Children's Bible Study	 5: pm
Bible Study	                     6:45 pm

Saturday
Food Pantry	                   10-11 am

Morning Worship                 10:15: 
qm

Bible Study
Tuesday 6:30 PM
Church School 

Wednesday 7: pm
Communion every 1st Sunday

Tyrone and Demetra Hillman 
Pastor

Sunday School - 9:am
Morning worship - 10:15 am

Radio: Sunday 9:30 am KDYA
TV: Tuesday and Friday 8:30am

KTLN Total Living Network

Sunday School - 10:am
Morning worship - 11:00 am

Wednesday
Bible Discussion 	 7: pm
Come and Listen to Rev. Roy 
Northington, a gifted speaker, 
as he delivers the most pow-
erful and timely message of 
our day and age. Prepare to 
be changed. Expect to be 

changed

Sunday School -              10:00: am
Morning worship -            11:30 am
Wed Bible Class                 8:00 pm
Friday Prayer Service         8:00 pm

Rev. Keva L. McNeill, 
Pastor

Lesson Text: Ephesians 4:1-16
Place: from Rome
Time: A.D. 60
Golden Text: “I therefore, the 
prisoner of the Lord, beseech 
you that ye walk worthy of 
the vocation wherewith ye are 
called” (Ephesians 4:1)
"There is one body," says Apostle 
Paul. Unity does not just happen; 
we have to work at it. Often dif-
ferences among people can lead 
to division, but this should not be 
true in the church. Instead of con-
centrating on what divides us, we 
should remember what unites us: 
one body, one Spirit, one future, 
one Lord, one faith, one baptism, 
one God! Have you learned to 
appreciate people who are dif-
ferent from you? Can you see 
how their differing gifts and view-

points can help the church as it 
does God's work? Learn to enjoy 
the way we members of Christ's 
body complement one another. 
(See 1 Corinthians 12:12, 13 
for more on this thought.) The 
Amplified Bible records 1 Cor-
inthians 12:12-13 as such, 1 
Corinthians 12:12-13 (AMP) 
12  For just as the body is a uni-
ty and yet has many parts, and 
all the parts, though many, form 
[only] one body, so it is with Christ 
(the Messiah, the Anointed One). 
13  For by [means of the personal 
agency of] one [Holy] Spirit we 
were all, whether Jews or Greeks, 
slaves or free, baptized [and by 
baptism united together] into one 
body, and all made to drink of one 
[Holy] Spirit. No one is ever going 
to be perfect here on earth, so we 

must accept and love other Chris-
tians in spite of their faults. When 
we see faults in fellow believers, 
we should be patient and gentle. 
Is there someone whose actions 
or personality really annoys you? 
Rather than dwelling on that per-
son's weaknesses or looking for 
faults, pray for him or her. Then 
do even more—spend time to-
gether and see if you can learn 
to like him or her. The Oneness 
of all believers’ rests on these 
spiritual facts: Believers are one 
in body, the fellowship of believ-
ers, the church. Believers have 
the Holy Spirit activated within 
and motivating to love and live in 
unity with one another. Believers 
bear in their body the hope of the 
glorious future to which we are 
called. Believers serve God, our 
Lord to whom we are all called. 
And most importantly, our faith 
is the commitment to Christ for 
which we stand and worship un-
til the day of eternity. Too often 
believers are separated because 
of minor differences in doctrine. 
But Paul here shows those ar-
eas where Christians must agree 
to attain true unity. When believ-
ers have this unity of spirit, petty 
differences should never be al-
lowed to dissolve that unity. (SAC 
& Life Application Study Bible).
 One of the emphasis of unity Paul 
makes mention is based on Ephe-
sians 4:3, “To build unity is one of 
the Holy Spirit's important roles. 
He leads, but we have to be will-

ing to be led and to do our part to 
keep the peace.” We do this by fo-
cusing on God, not on ourselves. 
For more about who the Holy 
Spirit is and what He does, see 
John 3:6; Acts 1:5; and (Life Ap-
plication Study Bible. All believers 
in Christ belong to one body; all 
are united under one head, Christ 
himself (see 1 Corinthians 12:12-
27). Each believer has God-given 
abilities that can strengthen the 
whole body. Your special ability 
may seem small or large, but it 
is yours to use in God's service. 
Ask God to use your unique gifts 
to contribute to the strength and 
health of the body of believers. 
(Ephesians 4:4-7). God is "over 
all"—this shows his overruling 
care (transcendence). He is "in 
all" and "living through all"—this 
shows his active presence in the 
world and in the lives of believers. 
(Ephesians 4:6). Also, in Ephe-
sians 4:8, “ we are gifted with yet 
another scripture in Psalm 68:18, 
God is pictured as a conqueror 
marching to the gates and taking 
tribute from the fallen city. Paul 
uses that picture to teach that 
Christ, in his crucifixion and resur-
rection, was victorious over Satan. 
When Christ ascended to heaven, 
He gave gifts to the church, some 
of which Paul discusses in Ephe-
sians 4:11-13). The "lowly world" 
may be (1) the earth itself (lowly 
by comparison to heaven), (2) the 
grave, or (3) Hades (many believe 
Hades is the resting place of souls 

between death and resurrection). 
However, we understand it, Christ 
is Lord of the whole universe, 
past, present, and future. Noth-
ing or no one is hidden from him. 
The Lord of all came to earth and 
faced death to rescue all people. 
No one is beyond his reach. (Life 
Application Study Bible). (Ephe-
sians 4:9). Furthermore, our one-
ness in Christ does not destroy 
our individuality. The Holy Spirit 
has given each Christian special 
gifts for building up the church. 
Now that we have these gifts, it is 
crucial to use them. Are you spiri-
tually mature, exercising the gifts 
God has given you? If you know 
what your gifts are, look for op-
portunities to serve. If you don't 
know, ask God to show you, per-
haps with the help of your minister 
or Christian friends. Then, as you 
begin to recognize your special 
area of service, use your gifts to 
strengthen and encourage the 
church. (Life Application Study Bi-
ble Ephesians 4:11, 12). God has 
given his church an enormous re-
sponsibility—to make disciples in 
every nation (Matthew 28:18-20). 
This involves preaching, teaching, 
healing, nurturing, giving, admin-
istering, building, and many other 
tasks. If we had to fulfill this com-
mand as individuals, we might 
as well give up without trying—it 
would be impossible. But God 
calls us as members of his body. 
Some of us can do one task; some 
can do another. Together we can 

obey God more fully than any 
of us could alone. It is a human 
tendency to overestimate what 
we can do by ourselves and to 
underestimate what we can do 
as a group. But as the body of 
Christ, we can accomplish more 
together than we would dream 
possible working by ourselves. 
Working together, the church can 
express the fullness of Christ. 
(Life Application Study Bible, 
Ephesians 4:12, 13). Christ is the 
truth (John 14:6), and the Holy 
Spirit, who guides the church, is 
the Spirit of truth (John 16:13). 
Satan, by contrast, is the father 
of lies (John 8:44). As followers 
of Christ, we must be committed 
to the truth. This means both that 
our words should be honest and 
that our actions should reflect 
Christ's integrity. Speaking the 
truth in love is not always easy, 
convenient, or pleasant, but it is 
necessary if the church is going 
to do Christ's work in the world. 
(Life Application Study Bible, 
Ephesians 4:14-16). How can we 
grow more and more like Christ? 
The answer is that Christ forms 
us into a body—into a group of 
individuals who are united in 
their purpose and in their love 
for one another and for the Lord. 
If an individual stumbles, the rest 
of the group is there to pick that 
person up and help him or her 
walk with God again. We are one 
in the Spirit of God. Be Blessed! 

A High Calling
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St. John Missionary 
Baptist Church

825 Newhall Street
Reverend Mervin Redmond, Pastor
San Francisco, CA 94124

(415) 826-5639 or 550-9324
Sunday

Sunday School 9:00 AM
Morning Worship 10:25 AM
Children’s Ministry 10:25 AM
Nurture for Baptist 6:15 PM

Wednesday
Prayer Services/Bible Study

Midday 11:30 AM
Evening 6:45 PM

Communion – 1st Sunday
For information about other activities

Call (415) 826-5639 or visit us at 
www.stjohnsf.org

ADOPTIONS
  

PREGNANT? CONSIDER-

ING ADOPTION? Call us 

first. Living expenses, hous-

ing, medical, and continued 

support afterwards. Choose 

adoptive family of your 

choice. Call 24/7.  1-877-

879-4709 (Cal-SCAN)

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Place these house ads spo-

radically throughout your 

classified sections to promote 

the network - Thank you!

 

DID YOU KNOW 7 IN 
10 Americans or 158 
million U.S. Adults 
read content from 
newspaper media 

each week? Discover 
the Power of News-

paper 
Advertising. For a free 

brochure call 916-288-

6011 or email cecelia@

cnpa.com   (Cal-SCAN)

 

DID YOU KNOW 144 mil-

lion U.S. Adults read a 

Newspaper print copy each 

week? Discover the Power 

of Newspaper Advertis-

ing. For a free brochure call 

916-288-6011 or email cece-

lia@cnpa.com   (Cal-SCAN)

  

EVERY BUSINESS has a 

story to tell! Get your mes-

sage out with California’s 

PRMedia Release – the 

only Press Release Service 

operated by the press to 

get press! For more info con-

tact Cecelia @ 916-288-6011 

or http://prmediarelease.

com/california (Cal-SCAN)

AUTOS WANTED
  

DONATE YOUR CAR, 

TRUCK OR BOAT TO HERI-

TAGE FOR THE BLIND. 

FREE 3 Day Vacation, Tax 

Deductible, Free Towing, All 

Paperwork Taken Care of. Call 

800-731-5042 (Cal-SCAN)

  

Got an older car, boat or RV? 

Do the humane thing. Donate 

it to the Humane Society. Call 

1- 800-743-1482 (Cal-SCAN)

  

GET CASH FOR 
CARS/TRUCKS!!! All 
Makes/Models 2000-
2016! Top $$$ Paid! 

Any Condition! Used 
or wrecked. Running 
or Not. Free Towing! 

Call For 
Offer: 1- 888-417-

9150. (Cal-SCAN)

AUTOS WANTED/LUXURY

KILL AD - DO NOT 
RUN

WANTED! Old Porsche 

356/911/912 for restoration 

by hobbyist 1948-1973 Only. 

Any condition, top $ paid 

707 965-9546  (Cal-SCAN)

CABLE/SATELLITE 
TV

  

Switch to DIRECTV. Lock 

in 2-Year Price Guarantee 

($50/month) w/AT&T Wire-

less. Over 145 Channels 

PLUS Popular Movie Net-

works for Three Months, 

No Cost! Call 1- 800-

385-9017 (Cal-SCAN)

  

DISH TV - BEST DEAL 

EVER! Only $39.99/mo. Plus 

$14.99/mo. Internet (where 

avail.) FREE Streaming. 

FREE Install (up to 6 rooms.) 

FREE HD-DVR. Call 1-

800-357-0810 (Cal-SCAN)

FINANCIAL SERVICES

  

SOCIAL SECURITY 
DISABILITY BEN-
EFITS. Unable to 

work? Denied ben-
efits? We Can Help! 
WIN or Pay Nothing! 
Contact Bill Gordon 

& Associates at 
1-800-

966-1904 to start your ap-

plication today! (Cal-SCAN)

H E A L T H / F I T N E S S

  

ELIMINATE CELLU-
LITE and Inches in 
weeks! All natural. 

Odor free. Works for 
men or women.  Free 
month supply on se-
lect packages. Order 

now! 844-703-
9774. (Cal-SCAN)

H E A L T H / M E D I C A L

NEW AD -   

OXYGEN - Anytime.  Any-

where.  No tanks to refill.  

No deliveries.  The  All-New 

Inogen One G4 is only 2.8 

pounds!  FAA approved! 

FREE info kit: 844-359-

3976. (Cal-SCAN)

  

VIAGRA and CIALIS US-

ERS! Cut your drug costs! 

SAVE $$! 50 Pills for $99.00. 

FREE Shipping! 100% 

Guaranteed and Discreet. 

CALL 1-800-624-9105 (Cal-

S C A N )

  

Stop OVERPAYING for 

your prescriptions! SAVE! 

Call our licensed Cana-

dian and International phar-

macy, compare prices and 

get $25.00 OFF your first 

prescription! CALL 1-800-

273-0209 Promo Code 

CDC201625. (Cal-SCAN)

  

Got Knee Pain? Back 

Pain? Shoulder Pain? Get 

a pain-relieving brace -little 

or NO cost to you. Medi-

care Patients Call Health 

Hotline Now! 1- 800-796-

5091 (Cal-SCAN)

 

HELP WANTED
  

Sales RepresentativCali-

fornia Trade Association 

located in Sacramento 

is seeking someone with 

strong knowledge for Ad-

vertising, print, digital and 

social media solutions, 

great with detail, an amaz-

ing attitude, and a passion 

for selling content and in-

tegrated partnerships. 3-5 

years experience a plus. 

We offer a competitive 

base salary, commission 

and bonus plan, along with 

great benefit package. 

Email Resume and Sal-

ary History to jobs@cnpa.

com. EOE (Cal-SCAN)

HOME SECURITY

  

Protect your home with 

fully customizable secu-

rity and 24/7 monitoring 

right from your smartphone. 

Receive up to $1500 in 

equipment, free (restrictions

 apply). Call 1-800-

918-4119 (Cal-SCAN)

 

INSURANCE/HEALTH
  

Lowest Prices on Health 

& Dental Insurance. We 

have the best rates from 

top companies! Call Now! 

888-989-4807. (Cal-SCAN)

LAND FOR SALE/

OUT OF STATNEW 

AD -   WEEK OF 01/15

NORTHERN AZ WIL-
DERNESS RANCH 

$236 MONTH - Quiet 
& secluded 37 acre 

off the grid self-suffi-
ciency ranch bor-

dering 640 wooded 
acres of State Trust 

lands at cool clear 6,200’ 

elevation. Minutes from his-

toric pioneer town & fish-

ing lake. True wilderness 

with free roaming wildlife, 

no urban noise & dark 

sky nights. Blend of ever-

green woodlands & grassy 

meadows with sweeping 

views across surround-

ing uninhabited wilderness 

mountains and valleys. 

Abundant groundwater, 

rich loam garden soil & 

maintained road access. 

Camping and RV use ok. 

$27,500, $2,750 dn. with no 

qualifying seller financing. 

FREE BROCHURE with 

additional property descrip-

tions, prices, photos, topo 

map, weather chart, area 

info. 1st United Realty 

800.966.6690. (Cal-SCAN) 

LEGAL SERVICES
  

Xarelto users have you had 

complications due to inter-

nal bleeding (after Janu-

ary 2012)? If so, you MAY 

be due financial compen-

sation. If you don’t have 

an attorney, CALL In-

juryfone today! 1-800-

425-4701. (Cal-SCAN)

Under Legal Services - 

e .

  

 

DID YOU KNOW Infor-

mation is power and con-

tent is King? Do you need 

timely access to public no-

tices and remain relevant 

in today’s hostile business 

climate? Gain the edge 

with California Newspaper 

Publishers Association new 

innovative website capub-

licnotice.com and check 

out the FREE One-Month 

Trial Smart Search Fea-

ture. For more informa-

tion call Cecelia @ (916) 

288-6011 or www.capub-

licnotice.com (Cal-SCAN)

 

MEDICAL SUPPLIES/
EQUIPMENT

  

Safe Step Walk-In Tub! 

Alert for Seniors. Bath-

room falls can be fatal. Ap-

proved by Arthritis Founda-

tion. Therapeutic Jets. Less 

Than 4 Inch Step-In. Wide 

Door. Anti-Slip Floors. Ameri-

can Made. Installation In-

cluded. Call 800-799-4811 

for $750 Off. (Cal-SCAN)

MISCELLANEOUS
  SAWMILLS from only 

$4397.00- MAKE & SAVE 

MONEY with your own 

bandmill- Cut lumber any 

dimension. In stock ready to 

ship! FREE Info/DVD: 

www.NorwoodSawmi l l s .

com 1-800-578-1363 

Ext.300N (Cal-SCAN)

MISCELLANEOUS 
FOR SAL  

HOME BREAK-INS take 

less than 60 SECONDS. 

Don’t wait!  Protect your 

family, your home, your as-

sets NOW for as little as 

70¢ a day! Call 855-404-

7601(Cal-SCAN)
PERSONALS-ADULT
  

Meet singles right now! No 

paid operators, just real 

people like you. Browse 

greetings, exchange mes-

sages and connect live. 

Try it free. Call now: 800-

945-3392. (Cal-SCAN)

REAL ESTATPlace this house 

ad under Real Estate & Run 

e - Thank you!

 

  

DID YOU KNOW Informa-

tion is power and content is 

King? Do you need timely 

access to public notices 

and remain relevant in to-

day’s highly competitive 

market? Gain an edge 

with California Newspa-

per Publishers Associa-

tion new innovative website 

capublicnotice.com and 

check out the Smart Search 

Feature. For more informa-

tion call Cecelia @ (916) 

288-6011 or www.capub-

licnotice.com (Cal-SCAN)

SENIOR LIVING

  

A PLACE FOR MOM. 
The nation’s largest 
senior living referral 
service. Contact our 
trusted,local experts 
today! Our service is 
FREE/no obligation. 

CALL 1-
800-550-4822. (Cal-SCAN)

TAX SERVICES

  

Do you owe over $10,000 

to the IRS or State in back 

taxes?  Our firm works to 

reduce the tax bill or zero 

it out completely FAST. 

Call now 855-993-5796 

( C a l - S C A N )
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 WiFi that goes where the sun don’t shine.

Get a powerful connection that works all over 
your home. That’s Wall-to-Wall WiFi from Xfinity. 
Fast, reliable coverage that extends from room to 
room to even that room you thought you’d never 
get a signal in. On all of your devices, even when 
everyone is online. Only on the next generation 
Xfinity 10G Network.

Xfinity Gig Internet
1.2 Gig

FREE  
WiFi equipment 

included

$25 a month  
for 2 years

with no annual contract  
when you add Xfinity Mobile

Requires paperless billing and  
autopay with stored bank account.

Taxes and other charges extra and subject to change. 
See details below. Regular Xfinity Mobile rates apply. 

Reduced speeds after 20 GB of usage/line.  
Data thresholds may vary.

1-800-xfinity xfinity.com/10G Visit a store today
Restrictions apply. Ends 3/21/24. Not available in all areas. New Gigabit Extra Internet 1.2 Gig and Xfinity Mobile Unlimited Intro customers only. Offer requires enrollment in both paperless billing and automatic payments with stored bank account. Without enrollment, the monthly 
service charge automatically increases by $10 (or $5 if enrolling with credit or debit card information). The discount will appear on your bill within 45 days of enrolling in automatic payments and paperless billing. If either automatic payments or paperless billing are subsequently 
canceled, the $10 monthly discount will be removed automatically. All other installation, equipment, taxes & fees extra, and subject to change during and after promo. After 24 months, or if any service is canceled or downgraded, regular charges apply to internet service. Service 
limited to a single outlet. May not be combined with other offers. Internet: Actual speeds vary and not guaranteed. For factors affecting speed visit www.xfinity.com/networkmanagement. Call for restrictions and complete details, or visit xfinity.com. All devices must be returned 
when service ends. WiFi Boost Pods sold separately. Mobile: Requires residential post-pay Xfinity Internet service. Line limitations may apply. For Xfinity Mobile Broadband Disclosures visit: www.xfinity.com/mobile/policies/broadband-disclosures. For factors affecting speed visit 
www.xfinity.com/networkmanagement. Actual savings vary and are not guaranteed. Call for restrictions and complete details or visit xfinity.com. © 2024 Comcast. All rights reserved.
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Radio Icon Donnie Simpson Takes Final 
Bow After 55 Years in Broadcasting

By Stacy M. Brown

Legendary radio 
a n d  m e d i a 
p e r s o n a l i t y 
Donnie Simpson 

signed off, possibly for the 
last time, on Friday, January 
12.  The i l lustrious career 
that spanned an incredible 
5 5  y e a r s  e n d e d  w i t h  a 
heartfelt message from the 
iconic DJ himself. 

“Today’s the day,” Simpson 
posted on X. “Please make 
sure you tune into my last day 
… Let’s celebrate together as 
I thank each & every one of 
you for your support during 
my 55 years in radio.”

An icon ,  t ra i lb lazer,  and 
media legend, Simpson held 
a  c o m m a n d i n g  p r e s e n c e 
in Washington, D.C.

He gained international fame 
as  a  t e l ev i s ion  and  movie 
personality.  From his early 
beginnings in Detroit to his 
stints at WKYS and WMMJ 
in Washington, he etched his 
name in the history of radio.

A t rue  i ndus t ry  p ionee r, 
Simpson was one of America’s 
first video jockeys, hosting 
iconic shows like BET’s “Video 
S o u l . ”  H i s  a c h i e v e m e n t s 
reached new heights when, 
in 1988, Billboard Magazine 
recognized him as both the best 
top radio personality and top 
program director in the nation.

A f t e r  r e t i r i n g  i n  2 0 1 0 , 
S i m p s o n  t r i u m p h a n t l y 
returned to the airwaves and 
television screens in 2015. 
As the afternoon drive host 
on WMMJ, Majic  102.3 in 
Wash ing ton  D.C . ,  and  the 
face  of  TV-One’s  “Donnie 
Af ter  Dark ,”  he  cont inued 
to captivate audiences with 
his signature style.

A s  n o t e d  i n  h i s  b i o , 
Simpson started in Detroit as 
the “Love Bug.” Simpson’s 
passion for music, nurtured 
in his mother’s record shop, 
laid the groundwork for an 
e x t r a o r d i n a r y  c a r e e r.  H e 
connected with the biggest 
s t a r s  g l o b a l l y  t h r o u g h o u t 
the  yea r s ,  showcas ing  h i s 

talent and versatility.

Simpson’s television career 
soared as he anchored sports 
and hosted “Video Soul” on 
BET. In 2021, he announced 
the revival of “Video Soul.”

Honored  wi th  induc t ions 
i n t o  t h e  B E T  Wa l k  o f 
Fame (2004)  and the R&B 
Ha l l  o f  Fame  o f  C l a s s  o f 
2020,  S impson’s  legacy i s 
cemented  in  the  anna ls  of 
entertainment history.

“I’m going to miss doing 
the  show,  Donnie’s  going 
to miss it, too, but he’s got 
some great things planned,” 
wrote News4 anchor Tony 
Perkins,  who joined “The 
Donnie Simpson Show” in 

the  3  p .m.  s lo t  s ix  years 

ago.  “We loved doing the 

show. Thank you for all the 

responses on social media.”

An icon, trailblazer, and media legend, Simpson held a 
commanding presence in Washington, D.C.

The Unchecked Path: Trump's Victory in 
Iowa Sparks Concerns Over Accountability

By Stacy M. Brown
NNPA Newswire Senior 
National Correspondent
@StacyBrownMedia

A g o o d  p a r e n t 
usually chastises 
a n d  p u n i s h e s 
t h e i r  c h i l d 

when they’ve  egregiously 
misbehaved. Jaywalkers get 
tickets, and murderers have 
received the death penalty. 
G e n e r a l l y ,  n o  o n e  g o e s 
unpunished  for breaking 
the law. Not in the United 
States. Not unless you are 
of a particular social and 
f inanc ia l  s ta tus ,  and  the 
crime, for the most part, isn’t 

much more than white collar.

B u t  t h a t ’s  n o t  t h e  c a s e 
w i t h  D o n a l d  J .  T r u m p . 
Undoubtedly, Trump is the kid 
who has never been chastised 
or punished. And, as a grown-
up,  and certainly since his 
false election claim in 2020 
and his egging on a deadly riot 
at the U.S. Capitol, the twice-
impeached  and  four- t imes 
i n d i c t ed  fo r mer  p r e s iden t 
h a s n ’ t  s e e n  a  s c i n t i l l a  o f 
p u n i s h m e n t .  O n e  c o u l d 
argue that  America ,  or  his 
parents,  have rewarded his 
unprecedented bad behavior.

J u s t  o n e  d a y  b e f o r e  h i s 

second sexual assault civil trial 
was to begin, Trump cruised 
to a landslide victory in the 
Iowa caucuses ,  sol idifying 
h is  f ront - runner  s ta tus  for 
the Republican presidential 
nomination. As several outlets 
r epo r t ed ,  l o s ing  one - t e rm 
p r e s i d e n t s  r a r e l y  m o u n t 
subsequent successful primary 
campaigns, much less pull off 
landslides that demonstrate 
utter dominance of their party.

Trump transformed the GOP 
in 2016. By claiming 50% of 
the vote in the biggest win 
in  caucus  h i s to ry,  pu t t ing 
him on course for his third 
c o n s e c u t i v e  n o m i n a t i o n , 

Trump showed that the current 
GOP is now entirely his party.

Pres ident  Joe  Biden beat 
Trump in the 2020 general 
election, 81 million popular 
votes to 75 million. And while 
both numbers were stunning, 
Trump’s was more telling, as 
it demonstrated that 75 million 
could  vote  for  a  man who 
s ing le -handedly  des t royed 
American Democracy,  who 
championed white supremacy, 
caged  bab ies ,  mocked  the 
disabled, and called cowards 
American troops whom the 
e n e m y  c a p t u r e d .  N o t  a l l 
Trump followers are racist, 
b u t  t h e r e ’s  n o  d o u b t  t h a t 

you must  be a  racis t  to  be 
a Trump follower.

Biden’s victory over Trump 
c a m e  i n  p a r t  b e c a u s e  h i s 
slogan, his message, “saving 
t h e  s o u l  o f  A m e r i c a , ” 
resonated .  I t  was  the  f i r s t 
time since President Obama’s 
“ Ye s  We  C a n ”  t h a t  D e m s 
had a  message folks  could 
understand and get behind. 
Mainly a  message that  the 
ultimate swing voters, African 
Americans,  could embrace. 
During the current campaign, 
when Biden says  there’s  a 
need to “save Democracy,” the 
message falls flat particularly 
to  Afr ican  Americans  who 

have come to a reckoning that 
Democracy today,  l ike  the 
Confederacy of decades ago, 
doesn’t work for Black people.

So, what are they saving? A 
system that fosters outright 
racism from politicians, the 
emphatic truth that Black 
Lives really don’t matter, 
and more than 75 million, 
including a few who were 
born Black (Ben Carson, 
Clarence Thomas, Candace 
Owens, Jason Whitlock, etc.) 
show the worst of African 
A m e r i c a n s  w i t h  t h e i r 
a l legiance to  s lavery and 
their slave master Trump
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He noted that  this  s tep 
should benefit community 
co l lege  borrowers ,  low-
income indiv iduals ,  and 
those  f ac ing  cha l l enges 
in  repaying  the i r  loans . 

Biden further stressed the 
importance of swift action 
to provide borrowers with 
necessary relief, enabling 
them to move forward and 
pursue  the i r  asp i ra t ions 
w i t h o u t  t h e  w e i g h t  o f 
student loan debt.

“I encourage all borrowers 
e l i g i b l e  f o r  e a r l y  d e b t 

c a n c e l l a t i o n  t o  s i g n  u p 
f o r  t h e  S AV E  p l a n  a t 
s tudenta id .gov.  Already, 
6.9 million borrowers are 
enrolled in the plan, and 3.9 
million have a $0 monthly 
payment ,”  u rged  Biden , 
highlighting the existing 
enrollment numbers and the 
program’s potential impact.

T h e  p r e s i d e n t ’ s 
a n n o u n c e m e n t  b u i l d s 
upon the administration’s 
broader efforts  to tackle 
t h e  c o m p l e x i t i e s  o f 
s t uden t  l oans .  He  c i t ed 
accomplishments such as 
fixing the Public Service 
Loan Forgiveness program, 
increasing Pell Grants for 

families earning less than 
$60,000 a year, and holding 
colleges accountable for 
leaving students burdened 
with unaffordable debts.

“ I n  t h e  w a k e  o f  t h e 
Supreme Court’s decision 
on our student debt relief 
plan, we are continuing 
to pursue an alternative 

path to del iver student 
debt  re l i e f  to  as  many 
borrowers as possible as 
quickly as possible,” Biden 
insisted.  “I  won’t  back 
down from using every 
tool at our disposal to get 
student loan borrowers 
the  re l ie f  they  need  to 
reach their dreams.”

President Biden
Continued from page 1

message  f rom members  of 
the Black Caucus.

Bradford revealed a l i t t le 
unknown fact about Dr. King’s 
name. He was born Michael 
King, Jr., on Jan. 15, 1929. 
In 1934, his father, a pastor, 
traveled to Germany where 
he was inspired by Protestant 
Reformation leader  Mart in 
Luther, Bradford said.

“ A s  a  r e s u l t ,  K i n g ,  S r. 
changed  h i s  own  name  a s 
well as that of his 5-year-old 
son,” Bradford shared.

To the delight of the audience 

at  the event ,  sponsored by 
Ve r t e x  P h a r m a c e u t i c a l s , 
vocalist Nia Moore-Weathers 
performed a powerful rendition 
of the Black National Anthem, 
“Lift Every Voice and Sing,” 
a hymn written as poem by 
N a t i o n a l  A s s o c i a t i o n  f o r 
the  Advancement  of  Color 
People (NAACP) leader James 
Weldon Johnson in 1900.

Wilson  he ld  a  30-minute 
f i r e s i d e  c h a t  w i t h  g u e s t 
speaker Kwame Anku about 
Dr. King’s life, achievements, 
and vision, and the importance 
of building wealth in Black 
families and communities.

A n k u  i s  t h e  f o u n d i n g 

managing partner and chief 
investment officer of Black 
S t a r  Fund ,  an  ea r l y - s t age 
venture capital fund. He got 
the idea to start the fund on 
the urging of Roger “Prince” 
Nelson, the singer, songwriter, 
multi-music instrumentalist 
who passed away in 2016.

Anku was named the 2022 
Entrepreneur of the Year by 
S a c r a m e n t o  M e t r o p o l i t a n 
C h a m b e r  o f  C o m m e r c e 
a n d  w a s  a l s o  a m o n g  2 1 
dis t inguished recipients  of 
the prestigious Aspen Ascent 
Fellowship awarded by the 
A s p e n  I n s t i t u t e .  H e  s a i d 
King’s famous 1963 address 
at the Lincoln Memorial in 

Washington, D.C., the “I Have 
a Dream speech,” could have

b e e n  m o r e  a p t l y  t i t l e d 
“America, It’s Time to Look in 
the Mirror” reflecting its core 
messages of  accountabil i ty 
and denied justice.

“We’ re  t e l l ing  our se lves 
how great we are but we’re 
not living up to the promise 
that we've made to ourselves 
because that’s  the bedrock 
of what we do when he said 
we have come here today to 
cash the check,” Anku told 
Wilson. “So, we’ve come to 
cash the check because this 
check guarantees us the riches 
of freedom and the security of 

justice. So now we’re not just 
cashing that check. Now, we 
are writing those checks.”

This  year  marks the 57th 
Anniversary  of  the  CLBC. 
F o r  n e a r l y  s i x  d e c a d e s , 
the  CLBC has  been  a  key 
a d v o c a t e  f o r  i s s u e s  s u c h 
a s  f a i r  h o u s i n g  a n d  t h e 
prevention of homelessness.

Historically,  the coalit ion 
o f  B l a c k  l a w m a k e r s  h a s 
ac t ive ly  res is ted  redl in ing 
in banking and insurance in 
California, and fought against 
apar the id  in  South  Afr ica , 
among other issues.

The CLBC plans to continue 
the  legacy  of  Dr.  King by 

d e v e l o p i n g  l e g i s l a t i o n 
around its current priorities, 
w h i c h  i n c l u d e  p u r s u i n g 
r e p a r a t i o n s  f o r  e l i g i b l e 
Black Californians, criminal 
justice reform, environmental 
justice, and helping to ensure 
greater access to education 
and  enterpr i se  for  Afr ican 
Americans. During the 2024 
legislative session, the CLBC 
a s p i r e s  t o  s e c u r e  f u n d i n g 
f o r  c r i t i c a l  p r o g r a m s  a n d 
o r g a n i z a t i o n s  w o r k i n g 
t o  e n h a n c e  t h e  l i v e s  o f 
Black Californians.

T h e re  a re  1 2  m e m b e r s 
o f  t h e  C L B C  s e r v i n g 
i n  t h e  C a l i f o r n i a 
Assembly and Senate.

MLK JR
Continued from page 1

MAYOR LONDON BREED APPOINTS DANIEL ADAMS 
AS NEW DIRECTOR OF THE MAYOR’S OFFICE OF 

HOUSING AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 

San Francisco, CA 
-- Mayor London 
N .  B r e e d  t o d a y 
a n n o u n c e d  t h e 

a p p o i n t m e n t  o f  D a n i e l 
Adams as the new Director 
o f  the  Mayor ’s  Of f i ce  o f 
Hous ing  and  Communi ty 
D e v e l o p m e n t  ( M O H C D ) . 
Dan has years of leadership 
experience within MOHCD 
and has most recently led 
the City’s strategy to acquire 
hotels and other buildings 
t o  p r o v i d e  p e r m a n e n t 

supportive housing as part 
o f  Mayor Breed’s  e f forts 
t o  r e d u c e  h o m e l e s s n e s s 
in San Francisco.  

The Director of MOHCD is 
responsible for coordination 
o f  t h e  C i t y ’s  a f f o r d a b l e 
housing pol icy;  to  provide 
financing for the development, 
rehabilitation, and purchase 
of affordable housing in San 
Francisco; and to strengthen 
t h e  s o c i a l ,  p h y s i c a l ,  a n d 
e c o n o m i c  i n f r a s t r u c t u r e 

o f  S a n  F r a n c i s c o ' s  l o w -
income neighborhoods and 
communities in need.  

“ D a n  b r i n g s  s i g n i f i c a n t 
e x p e r i e n c e  i n  a l l  a s p e c t s 
o f  a f f o r d a b l e  h o u s i n g 
development ,”  sa id  Mayor 
London Breed. “In addition 
t o  h i s  s t r o n g  t e c h n i c a l 
background and leadership 
ski l l s ,  Dan has  the  abi l i ty 
t o  b r i n g  n e w  i n n o v a t i v e 
a p p r o a c h e s  a n d  i d e a s  t o 
t a c k l i n g  o u r  a f f o r d a b l e 
housing needs .  Dur ing the 

pandemic, he stepped in to 
l e a d  o u r  w o r k  t o  a c q u i r e 
hundreds of new homes for the 
formerly homeless. I also want 
to thank Eric Shaw for his 
leadership of MOHCD during 
t h e  C O V I D - 1 9  p a n d e m i c . 
Under his tenure we were able 
to deliver on rental assistance 
and community development 
needs, while also continuing 
t o  b r e a k  g r o u n d  o n  m o r e 
affordable housing projects.”   

D a n  p re v i o u s l y  s e r v e d 
as  the Act ing Director of 

MOHCD from the summer 
o f  2019  unt i l  Apr i l  2020 
and prior to that he served 
as the Deputy Director. In 
addition to his leadership 
roles at MOHCD, Dan has 
extensive experience in the 
private sector as a developer 
of affordable housing and 
h a s  s p e n t  t h e  l a s t  t w o 
years  he lp ing  implement 
t h e  M a y o r ’ s  v i s i o n  f o r 
acquiring former hotels and 
other properties to use as 
affordable housing. Daniel Adams


