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SAN FRANCISCO ENFORCEMENT AND ACTIVATIONS 

LEAD TO DECREASE IN THEFT CITYWIDE, 

INCREASE IN VISITORS DURING HOLIDAYS

San Francisco, CA – 
City leaders today 
a n n o u n c e d  t h a t 
the  2023 hol iday 

shopping  season  saw the 

lowest  l eve l s  o f  reported 

theft  in  San Francisco in 

years  and an  increase  in 

visitors to major Downtown 

d e s t i n a t i o n s ,  i n c l u d i n g 

in Union Square. 

Local law enforcement has 

b e e n  c o n d u c t i n g  o n g o i n g 

strategic operations to disrupt 

car break-ins and retail theft 

c i t ywide ,  and  to  he igh ten 

sa fe ty  e ffo r t s  in  shopping 

areas  dur ing  the  hol idays . 

These efforts have coincided 

alongside coordinated efforts 

wi th  the  s ta te  and  federa l 

government  to  d isrupt  and 

shut down drug markets. 

B e t w e e n  N o v e m b e r  2 0 , 

2023, and January 1, 2024, 

compared to the same time 

p e r i o d  t h e  y e a r  b e f o r e , 

San Francisco saw a:

48% reduction in larceny 

thef t  ( inc ludes  re ta i l  thef t 

and auto break-ins)

1 7 %  r e d u c t i o n  i n 

motor vehicle theft

26% reduction in burglaries

These reductions in crimes 

were paired with increases 

to people returning to shop 

and visit in Union Square and 

Downtown  a reas .  Ho l iday 

activations, reliable transit, 

a n d  s a f e  p a r k i n g  o p t i o n s 

helped to create an atmosphere 

t o  s u p p o r t  S a n  F r a n c i s c o 

during the holiday season.  

From November 20 through 

the end of December 2023, 

San Francisco saw increases 

into major retail  areas l ike 

Union Square and Downtown 

compared to the same time 

last year, with:  

58% increase in weekday 

transit riders exiting Powell 

and  U n io n  S q ua re /M ar ke t 

Street Muni Rail stations

54% increase in weekend 

transit riders exiting Powell 

and  U n io n  S q ua re /M ar ke t 

Street Muni Rail stations  

A n  1 1 %  i n c r e a s e  i n 

u n i q u e  d a i l y  v i s i t o r s  t o 

Union Square Park

Over the course of the 10-day 

Winter Walk activation alone, 

the  Union Square  All iance 

estimates a generated financial 

boost in the tens of millions 

o f  do l la r s .  As  the  ho l iday 

season concludes, the Union 

Square and Downtown areas 

are planning for more activity, 

inc luding  welcoming  back 

the 42nd Annual J.P. Morgan 

H e a l t h c a r e  C o n f e r e n c e  i n 

Union Square, which begins 

January 8 and runs through 

January 11, 2024.  

“ T h e  h o l i d a y s  i n  S a n 

Francisco are a magical time, 

and I’m proud of the work we 

are doing to make our City 

safer  and more  welcoming 

for  everyone,”  sa id  Mayor 

L o n d o n  B r e e d .  “ We  h a v e 

invested in public safety – 

including deploying officers 

and community ambassadors 

–  and we have invested in 

making our City more active 

and vibrant. As we move into 

2024 ,  we  wi l l  con t inue  to 

focus on doing the hard work 

to lift up San Francisco, to 

prevent and deter crime when 

we can, and to respond quickly 

with clear accountability when 

people do break the law.”  

“The San Francisco Police 

Department will continue to 

enforce the law and protect 

our residents, businesses and 

visitors,” said Police Chief 

Bill Scott. “I’m encouraged 

by the success we’ve had in 

reducing retail crime during 

the holiday season, but this is 

just a start. We are expanding 

our efforts as we hire more 

officers and find ways to better 

use technology to ensure San 

F r a n c i s c o  i s  a  s a f e  p l a c e 

for everybody.”  

"The results are clear. When 

c i ty  l eade r s  coord ina te  to 

identify, arrest, and prosecute 

those who attempt to wreak 

h a v o c  o n  o u r  b u s i n e s s e s , 

res idents ,  and vis i tors ,  we 

create a safer city for all ," 

said District Attorney Brooke 

Jenkins.  "I  am grateful  for 

the  addi t ional  inves tments 

made by our local and state 

partners towards public safety, 

and as we move into 2024, my 

office will continue to send a 

strong message that all crime 

is illegal in San Francisco." 

The reductions in larceny 

theft reached lows not seen in 

the last five years, including 

during the pandemic. 

From November 20 through the end of December 2023, 
San Francisco saw increases into major retail areas like 
Union Square and Downtown compared to the same time 

last year, with:  
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Congress Working to Avoid Shutdown Inches Close to Deal
By Stacy M. Brown

Fo l l o w i n g  w e e k s 
o f  n e g o t i a t i o n s 
a n d  j u s t  b e f o r e 
C o n g r e s s 

reconvened from its holiday 
r e c e s s ,  k e y  S e n a t e  a n d 
House members announced 
the ir consensus  on  se t t ing 
the total spending at nearly 
$1.66 trillion. The deal aligns 
with the  agreement  s truck 
last year between President 
Joe Biden and then-Speaker 

Kevin McCarthy, a deal that 
faced strong opposition from 
c o n s e r v a t i v e  f a c t i o n s  a n d 
led to McCarthy’s ouster by 
MAGA Republicans.

The  agreement  inc ludes  a 
boost in Pentagon spending to 
$886.3 billion while keeping 
nondefense funding unchanged 
at $772.7 billion. The figure 
incorporates an additional $69 
billion agreed upon through an 
informal arrangement between 
McCarthy and the White House. 

As a compromise, lawmakers 
would accelerate $10 bill ion 
in cuts to I.R.S. enforcement 
a n d  r e c l a i m  $ 6  b i l l i o n  i n 
u n s p e n t  C O V I D  f u n d s  a n d 
other emergency allocations. 
The agreed f ramework does 
not include the additional $14 
b i l l ion  reques ted  by  Senate 
appropriators from Republican 
a n d  D e m o c r a t i c  s i d e s  f o r 
i n c r e a s e d  d o m e s t i c  a n d 
military spending.

“ B y  s e c u r i n g  t h e  $ 7 7 2 . 7 
b i l l i o n  f o r  n o n d e f e n s e 

discretionary funding, we can 
protect key domestic priorities 
like veterans’ benefits, health 
care, and nutrition assistance 
from the draconian cuts sought 
b y  r i g h t - w i n g  e x t r e m i s t s , ” 
Senate Majority Leader Chuck 
Schumer and House Democratic 
Leader Hakeem Jeffries said in 
a joint statement.

Describing it as a “favorable 
a r r angement  fo r  Democra t s 
a n d  t h e  n a t i o n , ”  S c h u m e r 
a n d  J e f f r i e s ,  s t r e s s e d  t h e 
n e c e s s i t y  f o r  a  b i p a r t i s a n 

a p p r o a c h  i n  C o n g r e s s  t o 
“ p r e v e n t  a n  e x p e n s i v e  a n d 
disruptive shutdown.”

In a  communicat ion to  his 
GOP colleagues, House Speaker 
Mike Johnson highlighted the 
Republicans’ achievement in 
securing spending reductions, 
p a r t i c u l a r l y  t h e  a d d i t i o n a l 
m o n e y  f r o m  t h e  I . R . S .  H e 
a r g u e d  t h a t  t h e  o u t c o m e 
translates to tangible savings 
for  American taxpayers  and 
g e n u i n e  r e d u c t i o n s  i n  t h e 
federal bureaucracy.

Biden acknowledged that 

the deal “offers a pathway” to 

fund the government without 

s igni f icant  cuts .  He  urged 

Congressional Republicans to 

fulfill their responsibilities, 

cease government shutdown 

threats, and allocate funding 

f o r  c r i t i c a l  d o m e s t i c  a n d 

national security priorities, 

including his  supplemental 

request for Ukraine and Israel.

BMR 
UNIT

BEDROOM 
COUNT

BATH 
COUNT

SQUARE 
FEET FLOOR PRICE W/ 

PARKING
PRICE W/O 
PARKING

MONTHLY HOA
DUES W/O
PARKING

MONTHLY HOA
DUES W/ PARKING

203 1 1 551 2 $452,139 $397,159 $552.13 $657.13

207 2 2 849 2 $518,072 $469,050 $591.96 $686.96

214 Studio 1 401 2 $381,208 $346,899 $535.08 $630.08

301 2 2 789 3 $519,730 $470,707 $584.13 $679.13

305 2 2 840 3 $518,100 $469,078 $591.96 $686.96

309 1 1 619 3 $450,272 $408,478 $560.94 $655.94

408 1 1 622 4 $450,263 $408,468 $560.94 $655.94

410 1 1 621 4 $450,266 $408,471 $560.94 $655.94

413 2 2 835 4 $518,116 $469,094 $591.96 $686.96

502 2 2 853 5 $518,060 $469,037 $591.96 $686.96

503 1 1 551 5 $452,139 $410,344 $552.13 $647.13

511 1 1 615 5 $450,285 $408,490 $560.94 $655.94

Jesse Jackson to Lead Emergency 
Summit in Chicago to Address 

Escalating Gaza Humanitarian Crisis
By Stacy M. Brown
NNPA Newswire Senior 
National Correspondent
@StacyBrownMedia

Religious leaders and human 
r i g h t s  a d v o c a t e s ,  l e d  b y 
Reverend Jesse Jackson, are 
preparing for what they call 
a vital emergency summit for 
Gaza. The “Call to Action” 
summit is  scheduled at  the 
R a i n b o w  P U S H  C o a l i t i o n 
H e a d q u a r t e r s  i n  C h i c a g o 
on Friday, January 12, and 
Saturday, January 13. Jackson 
told the Black Press the summit 
would “address the rapidly 
deter iora t ing humani tar ian 
situation in Gaza, denounce 
violence against civilians, and 
urge immediate action to bring 
an end to the crisis.”

Organized by a  coal i t ion 
including the Rainbow Push 
Coalition, the Arab American 
I n s t i t u t e ,  a n d  C e d a r s 
Mediterranean Kitchen, the 
summit will feature a diverse 

lineup of influential speakers, 
including Jackson, Dr. James 
Z o g b y  ( P r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e 
Arab  Amer ican  Ins t i tu t e ) , 
c o l u m n i s t  a n d  p o l i t i c a l 
commentator Peter Beinart, 
C o n g r e s s m a n  J o h n a t h o n 
Jackson, Congressman Chuy 
Garcia, and others.

The  cen t ra l  focus  o f  the 
summit is to condemn attacks 
o n  c i v i l i a n s  a n d  c a l l  f o r 
a n  i m m e d i a t e ,  p e r m a n e n t 
ceasefire. “We are faith leaders 
and advocates, united in this 
moment of moral reckoning 
to affirm the sanctity of all 
human life,” Jackson declared.

T h e  o r g a n i z e r s  h a v e 
unequivocally “condemned the 
Israeli government’s military 
s i e g e  a n d  i n d i s c r i m i n a t e 
bombardment of Gaza.” They 
said there’s a moral obligation 
to leverage collective power to 
end the escalation of death and 
ongoing humanitarian crises.

The coalition demands an 
immed ia t e  and  pe rmanen t 
c e a s e f i r e  a n d  t h e  r a p i d 
release of all Israeli hostages 
a n d  P a l e s t i n i a n  p r i s o n e r s 
held without charges or due 
process, and they are calling 
on U.S. leadership to facilitate 
un impeded  UN-superv i sed 
humanitarian aid in Gaza.

“ I  r e c o m m e n d  t h a t  t h e y 
let  everyone out ,”  Jackson 
asserted. “The captives should 
be able to go home under the 
supe rv i s ion  o f  the  Un i t ed 
Nations, and anyone [bought 
to trial] should be done so in 
the World Court.” 

Jackson and the rest of the 
coa l i t i on  have  a l so  u rged 
A m e r i c a  t o  a b i d e  b y  i t s 
r egu l a t i ons  and  cond i t i on 
f u n d i n g  t o  I s r a e l  o n  i t s 
a d h e r e n c e  t o  U . S .  l a w, 
l ike requirements for other 
n a t i o n s  r e c e i v i n g  U . S . 
military financing.

The organizers collectively 
s t r e s s e d  t h a t  a  c e a s e f i r e 
i s  jus t  the  beginning .  The 
staggering civilian casualties 
underscore  the  be l ie f  tha t 
there is no military resolution 
t ha t  c an  b r ing  j u s t i ce  fo r 
Palestinians and security for 
I s rae l i s ,  Jackson  ins i s t ed . 
He  sa id  there  should  be  a 
diplomatic solution to “end 
apartheid and occupation.”

Further,  Jackson said the 
summit aims to build upon 
historical legacies and current 
global movements for peace, 
justice, and liberation. The 
civil rights legend and other 
organizers expressed concern 
about rising anti-Semitic and 
anti-Arab incidents.

T h e y  h a v e  e m p h a s i z e d 
t h e  n e e d  f o r  u n i t y.  “ We 
gather to  bui ld  upon the 
historical legacy and current 
global movements for peace, 
j u s t i c e ,  a n d  l i b e r a t i o n , ” 

Jackson emphasized, before 

a d d i n g  w h a t  h e  s a i d  i n 

Lebanon some 40-plus years 

ear l i er.  “We do  not  seek 

to exchange sufferers, but 

rather to stop suffering.”

Organized by a coalition including the Rainbow 
Push Coalition, Arab American Institute, and Cedars 

Mediterranean Kitchen, the summit will feature a diverse 
lineup of influential speakers, including Jackson, Dr. 

James Zogby (President of the Arab American Institute), 
columnist and political commentator Peter Beinart, 

Congressman Johnathon Jackson, Congressman Chuy 
Garcia, and others.
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By Ben Jealous 

Even Ron DeSantis 
h a d  t o  a d m i t , 
w h e n  p r e s s e d 
a t  a  C N N 

townhall, January 6 was a 
bad day for America.

Invariably,  following this 
past week’s anniversary of the 
insurrection, we’re forced to 
ask ourselves: Will we ever 
be able to pull this country 
back together again?

It’s a reasonable question. 
The fissures run deep.

For the answer to that big, 
terr ible  quest ion,  I  turn to 

the history books. And to the 
history of our country that was 
long kept out of those books.

In the wake of the Civil War, 
America was still a tinder keg. 
In 1867, two years after the 
Civil War had ended and nine 
years before another almost 
erupted, Frederick Douglass 
l a id  ou t  t he  a rgumen t  fo r 
why, as Americans, we should 
r e m a i n  o p t i m i s t i c  a b o u t 
our  fu tu re  and  our  ab i l i ty 
to come together.

In “Our Composite Nation,” 
Douglass explained, a nation’s 
character is defined by that 
nation at its best, not its worst. 

And America’s character (at 
our best), our geography, and 
our already diverse population 
“al l  conspire  to  one grand 
end” … to make us the most 
“perfect national illustration 
of the unity and dignity of 
the human family,  that  the 
world has ever seen.” 

I t  seemed a  ta l l  order  in 
those tough times, as it does 
now. And yet close to 15 years 
after he gave that speech, a 
new movement  e rup ted  in 
Petersburg, Virginia that swept 
across the old Commonwealth 
u n i t i n g  f r e e d m e n  a n d 
former Confederate soldiers 
i n  a  sha r ed  ques t  t o  s ave 

the public schools.

T h e  R e a d j u s t e r s  P a r t y 
e m e rg e d  a m i d  a n  a t t e m p t 
by the old plantation owner 
o l igarchs  to  reasse r t  the i r 
i n f l u e n c e ,  f o l l o w i n g  t h e 
Hayes-Tilden Compromise.

The Compromise – which 
both prevented the possible 
outbreak of a second

c i v i l  w a r  a n d  u n l e a s h e d 
the  t e r ro r  o f  the  Ku  Klux 
K l a n  –  r e s o l v e d  a  b i t t e r 
dispute over the election of 
1 8 7 6  a n d  r e - e n f r a n c h i s e d 
former Confederates.

With the Confederates’ votes 
res tored,  the  old  ol igarchs 
presumed their political power 
was assured. But they made 
a fatal  mistake.  They tr ied 
to  dissolve the free publ ic 
schools created by Black-led 
Reconstruction governments, 
c l a i m i n g  w a r  d e b t  m a d e 
them unaffordable.

With the Readjusters offering 
a haven, working-class white 
f o r m e r  C o n f e d e r a t e s  f l e d 
the Democratic Party of the 
plantation oligarchs to defend 
their children’s schools. At the 
same time, sparked by both 
President  Hayes’s  betrayal 
of Black communities in the 
South and the same concern 
o v e r  p u b l i c  s c h o o l s ,  m y 
grandmother ’s  grandfather, 
Edward David Bland led an 
exodus of  Blacks from the 
Republican Party to join them.

T h e  m a t h  o f  d e m o c r a c y 
necessitated that if they were 
going to save their children’s 
schools, they would have to 
join up with the white parents 

who shared their same fears.

The new Readjusters Party 
quickly took over the state 
and won the governorship, 
control of both houses of the 
legislature, and would appoint 
b o t h  U S  s e n a t o r s  ( s t a t e 
legislators still appointed US 
Senators back then).

In four years, the Readjusters 
succeeded in saving the free 
public schools. They radically 
expanded Virginia  Tech to 
make the college the working 
w h i t e  p e r s o n ’s  a n s w e r  t o 
t h e  p a t r i c i a n  U n i v e r s i t y 
of  Vi rg in ia ,  and  a ided  the 
creation of what is now called 
Virginia State University – the 
first public university for the 
training of  Black teachers. 
They also abolished the poll 
tax and the public whipping 
post, and even pushed the state 
out of a deficit into a surplus.

However, at the end of the one 
term any governor is allowed 
in Virginia, the Readjusters 
would be swept out of power 

by a political movement built 
on disinformation,  ruthless 
violence, and a call to white 
supremacy. The new political 
r e g i m e  o f  J i m  C r o w  t h e n 
took steps to ensure that the 
h i s tory  of  the  Readjus te rs 
would never make it into the 
l e ssons  t augh t  to  Vi rg in ia 
school  chi ldren.  J im Crow 
politicians knew how much 
of a threat that example was 
to their power structure, built 
on lies and hate.

T h e  s t o r y  o f  F r e d e r i c k 
D o u g l a s s ’s  o p t i m i s m  a n d 
c o n f i d e n c e  i n  A m e r i c a ’s 
destiny, and the Readjusters’ 
courage in pursuing it,  is a 
reminder that the people of 
our country were always more 
r e s i l i en t  and  g r ea t e r  t han 
most  pol i t ic ians  were ever 
willing to bet on.

It also begs the question: If 
they could unite then in the 
interest of all their children, 
what  i s  ac tua l ly  keep ing 
us from uniting now in the 
interest of all of ours?

In the Gap Between 
January 6 and MLK 

Day, Once Forbidden 
History Offers Hope

Ben Jealous

By JULIANNE MALVEAUX

Wh e n  D r . 
C l a u d i n e 
G a y  w a s 
n a m e d  t h e 

f i r s t  B l a c k  P re s i d e n t  o f 
H a r v a r d  U n i v e r s i t y  a n d 
only the second woman, I 
was pleased. Familiar with 
her record as Dean of the 
Harvard  Facu l ty  o f  Art s 
and Sciences and aware of 
the r igorous process  that 
narrowed more  than  600 
a p p l i c a n t s  o r  n o m i n e e s 
t o  D r.  G a y,  I  f e l t  t h a t 
H a r v a r d  c o u l d  n o t  h a v e 
s e l e c t e d  s o m e o n e  m o r e 
qualified. Still, I was aware 
of  the pitfal l  possibi l i t ies 
that Dr. Gay faced.

Even before she assumed 
the Harvard Presidency, rabid 
racists questioned everything 
about her, from her research 
r e c o r d  t o  h e r  a t t i t u d e . 
Following her inauguration 
c l o s e l y,  I  w a s  b u o y e d  b y 
h e r  w i d e  s m i l e .  D e s p i t e 
t h e  r a c i s t  a b u s e ,  s h e  w a s 
enjoying her job!

That didn't  last long. The 
w i t ch  hun t  t ha t  had  t h r ee 
f ema le  co l l ege  p r e s iden t s 
squirming under the hostile 
q u e s t i o n i n g  o f  D r.  G a y ’s 
d i s a s t r o u s  t e s t i m o n y  t o 
C o n g r e s s  a t t r a c t e d  e v e n 

more cri t icism. And as the 
criticism reached a crescendo, 
D r .  s u c c u m b e d  t o  t h e 
inevitable and resigned.

Would she have been able 
t o  d o  a n y t h i n g  e l s e ?  H e r 
de t rac tors  had  t rashed  her 
reputat ion.  How could she 
possibly fundraise under those 
circumstances? Many talk of 
"presidential leadership" in 
the higher education context, 
but college presidents are also 
judged by their fundraising 
acumen. Many get a significant 
fundraising boost in their first 
year  when their  support  is 
greatest and enthusiasm for 
them is high. By year two, 
they will be judged for what 
they've done "lately."  She 
didn't get a clear first year or 
even a few months. The attacks 
on her started as soon as she 
was selected, and accusations 
of "antisemitism” were simply 
fodder in the culture wars.

The Presidents of Harvard, 
the University of Pennsylvania, 
a n d  t h e  M a s s a c h u s e t t s 
I n s t i t u t e  o f  Te c h n o l o g y 
(MIT)  could  have  handled 
C o n g r e s s i o n a l  q u e s t i o n s 
more deft ly.  Or could they 
have? With the rabidly hostile 
Congresswoman Elise Stefanik 
(R-NY) bellowing “yes are 
no” at people accustomed to 
nuance, it seems that rising 
a b o v e  t h e  m u l t i s y l l a b i c 

would  be  too  complex  for 
Stefanik, chasing TV instead 
of answers, to comprehend.

O f  c o u r s e ,  G a y  s h o u l d 
have  begun  he r  t e s t imony 
by condemning the  Hamas 
a c t i o n  o f  O c t o b e r  7 .  F o r 
the  l ikes  of  Stefanik ,  i t  i s 
i r r e l e v a n t  t h a t  m o r e  t h a n 
25,000 Palestinians have been 
murdered, including as many 
as 8000 children. Israelis are 
ce lebra t ing  the  fac t  tha t  a 
major Hamas leader is among 
the victims. Netantu and his 
cronies say they will eliminate 
Hamas by whatever  means 
necessary, no matter how many 
civilians are killed, starved, or 
displaced. The Israeli lack of 
humanity, with their random 
airstrikes, is astounding. 

Dr. Gay defended students' 
f r ee  speech ,  even  when  i t 
i nc ludes  t e rms  l ike  " f rom 
t h e  r i v e r  t o  t h e  s e a , " 
w h i c h  d o e s  n o t  m e a n  t h e 
e l i m i n a t i o n  o f  I s r a e l  b u t 
rather freedom for Palestine. 
It does not exclude the two-
state solution, as Netanyahu 
h a s .  F a i l i n g  t o  c o n d e m n 
Palestinian free speech is not 
antisemitic. Criticizing Israel 
is not antisemitic.

Because she stood up for her 
students, her prior academic 
work  was  scru t in ized ,  and 
whi le  Harvard  found  on ly 

"minor" errors in citations, the 
conservative press has chosen 
to blow them into much more. 
Dr. Gay is guilty of nothing 
o t h e r  t h a n  a t t e m p t i n g  t o 
ba l ance  an  uncomfor t ab l e 
tightrope that has less to do 
with so-called plagiarism than 
so-called antisemitism. I t 's 
really about racism.

Christopher Rufo, an anti-
a f f i r m a t i v e  a c t i o n ,  a n t i -
critical race theory, and anti-
Black activist, led the effort 
to topple Dr. Gay. Billionaire 
h e d g e  f u n d  m a n a g e r  B i l l 
Ackman, who tweeted dozens 
of times attacking Gay was a 
visible part of the corrosive 
cabal. Harvard graduate and 
congresswoman Elise Stefanik 
was another of the leaders in 
the effort to oust Gay. Ackman 
described Claudine Gay as 
“a diversity hire," a stigma 
that too many Black men and 
women face when they are 
selected from a large pool that 
is predominately white.

I r o n i c a l l y ,  A c k m a n ’ s 
wife, former MIT Professor 
N e r i  O x m a n ,  i s  a c c u s e d 
o f  p l a g i a r i s m  m u c h  m o r e 
severe than Dr. Gay. Oxman 
lifted whole paragraphs from 
Wikipedia. Gay didn't  steal 
anyone's  work,  she offered 
improper citations, and she 
a p o l o g i z e d .  T h e  H a r v a r d 
investigation charged her with 

"academic malfeasance," not 
quite grounds for sanctions. 
Stealing someone's words is 
far more serious, grounds for 
sanct ions  or  more .  Oxman 
should be viewed askance, 
especially given her husband's 
stance against Dr. Gay. Oxman 
i s  under  the  p ro tec t ion  o f 
her billionaire husband. The 
media has not gone after her 
wi th  the  same  v i t r io l  tha t 
they've attacked Dr. Gay.

       The attacks on Dr. Gay 
make me want  to surround 
her  with  support  and f ight 
the injust ice of  everything 
t ha t  s he  ha s  expe r i enced . 
Dr.  Gay's  resignation from 
Harvard has implications far 
beyond Harvard.  I t ' s  about 
the  cu l ture  wars  and  an t i -
Blackness. Malcolm X once 

said, "The most disrespected 
p e r s o n  i n  A m e r i c a  i s  t h e 
B l a c k  w o m a n .  T h e  m o s t 
unprotected person in America 
is the Black woman. The most 
neglected person in America is 
the Black woman.” 

M a l c o l m  m a d e  t h i s 
statement in the 1960s. Fifty 
years later, little has changed. 
P e r h a p s  D r.  G a y  h a d  t o 
leave her presidency.  But 
she didn't have to have the 
racist abuse. And she didn't 
have  to  be  at tacked with 
such extreme hostility. Dr. 
Gay's ouster is personal to 
me and to many other Black 
women who experienced joy 
at  her appointment ,  then 
horror and sorrow at  the 
way her treatment.

WHAT DOES DR. CLAUDINE GAY MEAN TO ME?

Dr. Julianne Malveaux

California Concealed-Carry Law 
Blocked … for the Second Time

By Stacy M. Brown

Se n a t e  B i l l  ( S B ) 
2 ,  C a l i f o r n i a ’ s 
c o n t r o v e r s i a l 
c o n c e a l - c a r r y 

permit law that took effect 

Jan. 1, has been blocked for 

a second time now.

SB 2 prohibits gun owners 

from carrying their concealed 
firearms at most public places 
and gatherings,  including 
r e l i g i o u s  i n s t i t u t i o n s , 
b a n k s ,  h o s p i t a l s ,  p a r k s 
and other venues.

On Jan.  6,  a  9th Circuit 
Court  of  Appeals  l i f ted a 
temporary hold on a lower 
court injunction that blocked 

the law. This most  recent 
decision upholds a Dec. 20 
ruling issued by U.S. District 
J u d g e  C o r m a c  C a r n e y 
that blocked the law.

B e f o r e  t h a t ,  o n  D e c . 
2 2 ,  A t t o r n e y  G e n .  R o b 
Bonta fi led an emergency 
motion appealing Carney’s 
decision. A three-judge panel 

of  a  different  9th Circui t 
C o u r t  A p p e a l  g r a n t e d 
Bonta’s  request ,  a l lowing 
the  law to  take effect ,  a t 
least temporarily.

The same day, the law was 
blocked from taking effect, 
Gov. Newsom’s office shared 
the findings of a new survey 
that reports California’s gun 

laws are working.

Conducted by Everytown 

USA, a gun safety advocacy 

g r o u p ,  t h e  s u r v e y  r a n k s 

California and New York at 

the top of its list for having the 

lowest rates of gun violence.

“We compared gun policy 

across the country, scoring 

every state on the strength of 
its gun laws and comparing 
i t  w i t h  i t s  r a t e  o f  g u n 
violence,” the introduction 
to the report reads.

“In states where elected 
officials have taken action 
to  pass  gun safety laws, 
fewer people die  by gun 
violence,” it continues.
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Little Zion 
Baptist Church

El Bethel 
Missionary 

Baptist Church

St. Peter's 
Missionary 

Baptist Church

Neighborhood
Baptist Church

Cornerstone
Missionary 

Baptist Church

Evergreen 
Baptist Church

Ascension 
Baptist Church

Shekinah 
Christian 

Fellowship

Mount Calvary Baptist Church Living Word
Church of God In Christ

Ebenezer 
Baptist Church

1245 Divisadero Street
San Francisco, CA

1320 Golden Gate
San Francisco, CA. 
921-4850, 921-0878

1601 Newcomb Avenue
San Francisco, CA. 

94124

608 Hayes Street
San Francisco, CA

6190 3rd Street
San Francisco, CA. 

94124
Phone: (415) 822-4071

Fax: (415) 822-0156

6270 3rd Street
San Francisco, CA.

1311 Quesada ave.
San Francisco, CA. 

94124 
(415) 822-9488

790 Tennessee St.
San Francisco, CA. 

94107
(415) 646-0747

4000 Middlefield Rd.
(Cubberly Community 

CTR)
Palo Alto, CA. 94306

(650) 569-6944

12 Westlake Ave
Daly City CA. 94014

275 Divisadero Street
San Francisco, CA.

Rev. Dr. J.P. Alexander
Rev. Lane Hawkins

Rev. Kenneth R. Reece 
Pastor

Rev. Jackey Wilson 
Pastor

Rev. Anthony  
Anderson

Ella Henderson, Bishop 
& Founder of SCF

Rev Roy Northington 
Pastor

Rev. Derrick Lomax 
Pastor

Sunday School                    9:00am
Morning Worship	 11:am
Evening Worship 	 6:pm

Church School	 9: am
Children's Church 	 10:am
Morning Worship             10:45 
qm
Bible Study	 1-2pm & 6:30-
7:30pm

Prayer meeting
Wednesday 12:00 Noon

Church School                   9:30 am
Morning Worship                 11: qm
Tuesday Usher meeting        7:pm
Wednesday Bible Study	 7: pm
Tuesday Choir Rehearsal 	
7: pm

Prayer and Teacher meeting
Wednesday 7:30PM

Sunday School                   9:30 
am
Morning Worship                 11: qm
Evening Worship	 6: pm
Bible Class	 Monday	 5: pm

Sunday School                   9:00 am
Morning Worship                 10:25: qm

Communion Every 1st Sunday
Baptism Every 2nd Sunday
Prayer Meeting/Bible Study
6:30-8:30 pm Wednesday

Abundant Life Recovery Ministry
6:30 pm Mondays

Sunday School                   9:15 am
Morning Worship                 10:45: qm
Evening Worship                 7:30 pm

Sunday School                   9:15 
am
Morning Worship                 10:40: 
qm

Wendesday
Teacher's Meeting	 6: pm
Sr. Mission	                         5: pm
Children's Bible Study	 5: pm
Bible Study	                     6:45 pm

Saturday
Food Pantry	                   10-11 am

Morning Worship                 10:15: 
qm

Bible Study
Tuesday 6:30 PM
Church School 

Wednesday 7: pm
Communion every 1st Sunday

Tyrone and Demetra Hillman 
Pastor

Sunday School - 9:am
Morning worship - 10:15 am

Radio: Sunday 9:30 am KDYA
TV: Tuesday and Friday 8:30am

KTLN Total Living Network

Sunday School - 10:am
Morning worship - 11:00 am

Wednesday
Bible Discussion 	 7: pm
Come and Listen to Rev. Roy 
Northington, a gifted speaker, 
as he delivers the most pow-
erful and timely message of 
our day and age. Prepare to 
be changed. Expect to be 

changed

Sunday School -              10:00: am
Morning worship -            11:30 am
Wed Bible Class                 8:00 pm
Friday Prayer Service         8:00 pm

Rev. Keva L. McNeill, 
Pastor

Lesson Text: Ephesians 2:11-22
Place: from Rome
Time: A.D. 60
Golden Text: “In Christ all the 
building fitly framed together 
growth into an holy temple in 
the Lord” (Ephesians 2:21).
The Apostle Paul introduces 
this next section of Ephe-
sians discussing there were 
both Jews and Gentiles in the 
Ephesians church. For start-
ers, the Jews referred to the 
Gentiles as uncircumcised. 
The Jews were in no way 
complimenting the Gentiles 
but speaking derogatorily. Cir-

cumcision had been the sign 
of the Jews’ relationship with 
God as far back from the time 
of Abraham, and they were 
proud of their relationship. Al-
though they failed to live ac-
cording to God’s command-
ments. Paul later explained in 
Romans 2:25-29, that physical 
circumcision count for much if 
their hearts were not right with 
the Lord God. Truth be told, 
circumcised Jews deserved 
God’s wrath as did Gentiles. 
Later, Paul explained just how 
far the Gentiles had been from 

God. Jesus came from a Jew-
ish lineage and the Gentiles 
had no claim to this whatso-
ever. The Gentiles hearts were 
far from God. Five truths are 
discussed: First, they were 
without Christ. They were con-
sidered “outside God’s fam-
ily.”  Secondly, they had no 
genuine citizenship there. The 
Greek word translated “aliens” 
in Ephesians 2:12 means “to 
be estranged from” or “to be a 
nonparticipant.” Gentiles had 
no part whatsoever in this na-
tion. Thirdly, the Gentiles were 
strangers from the covenants 
of promise. Romans 9:4-5 
explains this. Paul mentions 
the Jews were his Kinsmen 
(family), “who were Israelites; 
who pertaineth the adoption, 
and the glory, this included 
the covenants, and the giv-
ing of the law, and the service 
of God, and the promises; 
whose are the fathers, and 
of whom as concerning the 
flesh Christ came.” Lastly, the 
Gentiles had no hope. Their 
condition was pitiful. (Ephe-
sians 2:11-12). The Gentiles 
were Alienated from Israel. 
God was not finished with 

them. But there was good 
news for the Gentiles. Al-
though there had not been ac-
cess to a relationship with God 
in time past, God now made 
a way for them to come near 
and have a relationship with 
Him. God is a God of second 
chance. Amen! Why? Paul ad-
mitted it happened because of 
the blood of Jesus Christ. Was 
the blood of Jesus Christ so 
important? Scholars recorded, 
“Jesus’ shedding of His blood 
on the cross made a way for 
both Jews and Gentiles to 
have a relationship with God. 
This reality greatly affected 
both groups, since they could 
now enjoy not only peace with 
God but also unity among both 
Jewish and Gentile believers. 
Before they were at odds; now 
there would be peace. That 
peace was Jesus Himself, 
because what Jesus had did 
was provided a way for two 
different groups to be uni-
fied and become one. Jesus 
Christ is peace. By his death, 
Christ ended the angry re-
sentment between Jews and 
Gentiles, caused by the Jew-
ish laws that favored the Jews 

and excluded the Gentiles. 
Christ died to end the obser-
vance of the whole system 
of Jewish laws. Then he took 
the two groups that had been 
opposed to each other and 
made them parts of Himself. 
"One new people" means that 
Christ made a single entity out 
of the two. Thus, He fused all 
believers together to become 
one in Himself. (Life Applica-
tion Study Bible). (Ephesians 
2:15). The Jews were near 
to God because they already 
knew of Him through the 
Scriptures and worshiped Him 
in their religious ceremonies. 
The Gentiles were far away 
because they knew little or 
nothing about God. Because 
neither group could be saved 
by good deeds, knowledge, or 
sincerity, both needed to hear 
about the salvation available 
through Jesus Christ. Both 
Jews and Gentiles are now 
free to come to God through 
Christ. You have been brought 
near to him (Ephesians 2:13). 
(Life Application Study Bible).
A church building is sometimes 
called God's house. In reality, 
God's household is not a build-

ing but a group of people. He 

lives in us and shows Himself 

to a watching world through 

us. People can see that God 

is love and that Christ is Lord 

as we live in harmony with 

each other and in accor-

dance with what God says in 

His Word. We are citizens of 

God's Kingdom and members 

of His household. (Ephesians 

2:19-22). Lastly, what does it 

mean to be built on the foun-

dation of the apostles and 

prophets? It means that the 

church is not built on modern 

ideas but rather on the spiri-

tual heritage given to us by 

the early apostles and proph-

ets of the Christian church. 

(Life Application Study Bible). 

(Ephesians 2:20) Remember, 

1) Without Christ, we are spiri-

tual strangers to God (Ephe-

sians 2:11-12); 2) Christ’s 

blood allows sinners to ap-

proach God in faith (Ephe-

sians 2:13), and 3) Sin kept 

sinners away from God, but 

in Christ He made peace and 

fellowship possible (Ephe-

sians 2:17-18). Be Blessed!!!!

The Household 
of God
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St. John Missionary 
Baptist Church

825 Newhall Street
Reverend Mervin Redmond, Pastor
San Francisco, CA 94124

(415) 826-5639 or 550-9324
Sunday

Sunday School 9:00 AM
Morning Worship 10:25 AM
Children’s Ministry 10:25 AM
Nurture for Baptist 6:15 PM

Wednesday
Prayer Services/Bible Study

Midday 11:30 AM
Evening 6:45 PM

Communion – 1st Sunday
For information about other activities

Call (415) 826-5639 or visit us at 
www.stjohnsf.org

ADOPTIONS
  

PREGNANT? CONSIDER-

ING ADOPTION? Call us 

first. Living expenses, hous-

ing, medical, and continued 

support afterwards. Choose 

adoptive family of your 

choice. Call 24/7.  1-877-

879-4709 (Cal-SCAN)

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Place these house ads spo-

radically throughout your 

classified sections to promote 

the network - Thank you!

 

DID YOU KNOW 7 IN 
10 Americans or 158 
million U.S. Adults 
read content from 
newspaper media 

each week? Discover 
the Power of News-

paper 
Advertising. For a free 

brochure call 916-288-

6011 or email cecelia@

cnpa.com   (Cal-SCAN)

 

DID YOU KNOW 144 mil-

lion U.S. Adults read a 

Newspaper print copy each 

week? Discover the Power 

of Newspaper Advertis-

ing. For a free brochure call 

916-288-6011 or email cece-

lia@cnpa.com   (Cal-SCAN)

  

EVERY BUSINESS has a 

story to tell! Get your mes-

sage out with California’s 

PRMedia Release – the 

only Press Release Service 

operated by the press to 

get press! For more info con-

tact Cecelia @ 916-288-6011 

or http://prmediarelease.

com/california (Cal-SCAN)

AUTOS WANTED
  

DONATE YOUR CAR, 

TRUCK OR BOAT TO HERI-

TAGE FOR THE BLIND. 

FREE 3 Day Vacation, Tax 

Deductible, Free Towing, All 

Paperwork Taken Care of. Call 

800-731-5042 (Cal-SCAN)

  

Got an older car, boat or RV? 

Do the humane thing. Donate 

it to the Humane Society. Call 

1- 800-743-1482 (Cal-SCAN)

  

GET CASH FOR 
CARS/TRUCKS!!! All 
Makes/Models 2000-
2016! Top $$$ Paid! 

Any Condition! Used 
or wrecked. Running 
or Not. Free Towing! 

Call For 
Offer: 1- 888-417-

9150. (Cal-SCAN)

AUTOS WANTED/LUXURY

KILL AD - DO NOT 
RUN

WANTED! Old Porsche 

356/911/912 for restoration 

by hobbyist 1948-1973 Only. 

Any condition, top $ paid 

707 965-9546  (Cal-SCAN)

CABLE/SATELLITE 
TV

  

Switch to DIRECTV. Lock 

in 2-Year Price Guarantee 

($50/month) w/AT&T Wire-

less. Over 145 Channels 

PLUS Popular Movie Net-

works for Three Months, 

No Cost! Call 1- 800-

385-9017 (Cal-SCAN)

  

DISH TV - BEST DEAL 

EVER! Only $39.99/mo. Plus 

$14.99/mo. Internet (where 

avail.) FREE Streaming. 

FREE Install (up to 6 rooms.) 

FREE HD-DVR. Call 1-

800-357-0810 (Cal-SCAN)

FINANCIAL SERVICES

  

SOCIAL SECURITY 
DISABILITY BEN-
EFITS. Unable to 

work? Denied ben-
efits? We Can Help! 
WIN or Pay Nothing! 
Contact Bill Gordon 

& Associates at 
1-800-

966-1904 to start your ap-

plication today! (Cal-SCAN)

H E A L T H / F I T N E S S

  

ELIMINATE CELLU-
LITE and Inches in 
weeks! All natural. 

Odor free. Works for 
men or women.  Free 
month supply on se-
lect packages. Order 

now! 844-703-
9774. (Cal-SCAN)

H E A L T H / M E D I C A L

NEW AD -   

OXYGEN - Anytime.  Any-

where.  No tanks to refill.  

No deliveries.  The  All-New 

Inogen One G4 is only 2.8 

pounds!  FAA approved! 

FREE info kit: 844-359-

3976. (Cal-SCAN)

  

VIAGRA and CIALIS US-

ERS! Cut your drug costs! 

SAVE $$! 50 Pills for $99.00. 

FREE Shipping! 100% 

Guaranteed and Discreet. 

CALL 1-800-624-9105 (Cal-

S C A N )

  

Stop OVERPAYING for 

your prescriptions! SAVE! 

Call our licensed Cana-

dian and International phar-

macy, compare prices and 

get $25.00 OFF your first 

prescription! CALL 1-800-

273-0209 Promo Code 

CDC201625. (Cal-SCAN)

  

Got Knee Pain? Back 

Pain? Shoulder Pain? Get 

a pain-relieving brace -little 

or NO cost to you. Medi-

care Patients Call Health 

Hotline Now! 1- 800-796-

5091 (Cal-SCAN)

 

HELP WANTED
  

Sales RepresentativCali-

fornia Trade Association 

located in Sacramento 

is seeking someone with 

strong knowledge for Ad-

vertising, print, digital and 

social media solutions, 

great with detail, an amaz-

ing attitude, and a passion 

for selling content and in-

tegrated partnerships. 3-5 

years experience a plus. 

We offer a competitive 

base salary, commission 

and bonus plan, along with 

great benefit package. 

Email Resume and Sal-

ary History to jobs@cnpa.

com. EOE (Cal-SCAN)

HOME SECURITY

  

Protect your home with 

fully customizable secu-

rity and 24/7 monitoring 

right from your smartphone. 

Receive up to $1500 in 

equipment, free (restrictions

 apply). Call 1-800-

918-4119 (Cal-SCAN)

 

INSURANCE/HEALTH
  

Lowest Prices on Health 

& Dental Insurance. We 

have the best rates from 

top companies! Call Now! 

888-989-4807. (Cal-SCAN)

LAND FOR SALE/

OUT OF STATNEW 

AD -   WEEK OF 01/15

NORTHERN AZ WIL-
DERNESS RANCH 

$236 MONTH - Quiet 
& secluded 37 acre 

off the grid self-suffi-
ciency ranch bor-

dering 640 wooded 
acres of State Trust 

lands at cool clear 6,200’ 

elevation. Minutes from his-

toric pioneer town & fish-

ing lake. True wilderness 

with free roaming wildlife, 

no urban noise & dark 

sky nights. Blend of ever-

green woodlands & grassy 

meadows with sweeping 

views across surround-

ing uninhabited wilderness 

mountains and valleys. 

Abundant groundwater, 

rich loam garden soil & 

maintained road access. 

Camping and RV use ok. 

$27,500, $2,750 dn. with no 

qualifying seller financing. 

FREE BROCHURE with 

additional property descrip-

tions, prices, photos, topo 

map, weather chart, area 

info. 1st United Realty 

800.966.6690. (Cal-SCAN) 

LEGAL SERVICES
  

Xarelto users have you had 

complications due to inter-

nal bleeding (after Janu-

ary 2012)? If so, you MAY 

be due financial compen-

sation. If you don’t have 

an attorney, CALL In-

juryfone today! 1-800-

425-4701. (Cal-SCAN)

Under Legal Services - 

e .

  

 

DID YOU KNOW Infor-

mation is power and con-

tent is King? Do you need 

timely access to public no-

tices and remain relevant 

in today’s hostile business 

climate? Gain the edge 

with California Newspaper 

Publishers Association new 

innovative website capub-

licnotice.com and check 

out the FREE One-Month 

Trial Smart Search Fea-

ture. For more informa-

tion call Cecelia @ (916) 

288-6011 or www.capub-

licnotice.com (Cal-SCAN)

 

MEDICAL SUPPLIES/
EQUIPMENT

  

Safe Step Walk-In Tub! 

Alert for Seniors. Bath-

room falls can be fatal. Ap-

proved by Arthritis Founda-

tion. Therapeutic Jets. Less 

Than 4 Inch Step-In. Wide 

Door. Anti-Slip Floors. Ameri-

can Made. Installation In-

cluded. Call 800-799-4811 

for $750 Off. (Cal-SCAN)

MISCELLANEOUS
  SAWMILLS from only 

$4397.00- MAKE & SAVE 

MONEY with your own 

bandmill- Cut lumber any 

dimension. In stock ready to 

ship! FREE Info/DVD: 

www.NorwoodSawmi l l s .

com 1-800-578-1363 

Ext.300N (Cal-SCAN)

MISCELLANEOUS 
FOR SAL  

HOME BREAK-INS take 

less than 60 SECONDS. 

Don’t wait!  Protect your 

family, your home, your as-

sets NOW for as little as 

70¢ a day! Call 855-404-

7601(Cal-SCAN)
PERSONALS-ADULT
  

Meet singles right now! No 

paid operators, just real 

people like you. Browse 

greetings, exchange mes-

sages and connect live. 

Try it free. Call now: 800-

945-3392. (Cal-SCAN)

REAL ESTATPlace this house 

ad under Real Estate & Run 

e - Thank you!

 

  

DID YOU KNOW Informa-

tion is power and content is 

King? Do you need timely 

access to public notices 

and remain relevant in to-

day’s highly competitive 

market? Gain an edge 

with California Newspa-

per Publishers Associa-

tion new innovative website 

capublicnotice.com and 

check out the Smart Search 

Feature. For more informa-

tion call Cecelia @ (916) 

288-6011 or www.capub-

licnotice.com (Cal-SCAN)

SENIOR LIVING

  

A PLACE FOR MOM. 
The nation’s largest 
senior living referral 
service. Contact our 
trusted,local experts 
today! Our service is 
FREE/no obligation. 

CALL 1-
800-550-4822. (Cal-SCAN)

TAX SERVICES

  

Do you owe over $10,000 

to the IRS or State in back 

taxes?  Our firm works to 

reduce the tax bill or zero 

it out completely FAST. 

Call now 855-993-5796 

( C a l - S C A N )
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follows industry best practices 
b y  p r e s e r v i n g  s t r e e t s  i n 
good  cond i t ion  ins t ead  o f 
letting them deteriorate. This 
approach is  the most  cost-
effective. Extending the life 
of a block in San Francisco 
t h a t  i s  i n  g o o d  c o n d i t i o n 
can cost as little as $50,000. 
By comparison, the price to 
completely reconstruct a block 
in very poor condition can be 
as much as $500,000 or more. 

P u b l i c  Wo r k s  u s e s  i n -
house  Bureau  o f  Bu i ld ing 

and Street Repair crews and 
outside contractors to perform 
the paving work.  

L a s t  y e a r ,  5 0 3 
blocks were treated  

More than 8,000 blocks – 
or more than 60% – of the 
City’s nearly 13,000 blocks 
h a v e  b e e n  r e s u r f a c e d  i n 
the last 15 years 

W h e n  s e l e c t i n g  w h i c h 
blocks to repave, the Street 
Resurfac ing Program team 
c o n s i d e r s  a  n u m b e r  o f 
factors: roadway condition, 
u s e  –  s t r e e t s  w i t h  p u b l i c 
t rans i t  and bike  lanes ,  for 
e x a m p l e ,  a r e  p r i o r i t i z e d 
–  and  whe the r  t he  pav ing 

project can be combined with 
other infrastructure projects, 
s u c h  a s  s e w e r  u p g r a d e s . 
Geograph ic  equ i ty  a l so  i s 
considered to make sure the 
street improvements benefit 
all neighborhoods. 

S t o r m  R e s p o n s e  a n d 
Proactive Pothole Strategies 

San Francisco’s higher PCI 
score in 2023 came despite 
a  s e r i e s  o f  s e v e r e  s t o r m s 
t h a t  b a t t e r e d  t h e  s t r e e t s 
early in the year.  

Public Works Street repair 
crews filled 12,358 potholes 
in 2023, a nearly 18% increase 
from the year prior.  

E v e n  w i t h  t h e  s p i k e  i n 

numbers, Public Works crews 
responded to 91% of the 311 
service requests for pothole 
repairs within 72 hours, besting 
the 90% service-level target. 

The department also runs a 
proactive operation that rotates 
street-repair workers through 
a  d i f f e r e n t  s u p e r v i s o r i a l 
d is t r ic t  month  to  focus  on 
patching potholes they come 
across on residential streets. 
T h e  p r e s e n c e  o f  p o t h o l e s 
is  one factor considered in 
determining the PCI score. 

“Our streets in San Francisco 
serve as core infrastructure, 
c o n n e c t i n g  c o m m u n i t i e s , 

suppo r t i ng  commerce  and 
e x p a n d i n g  a c c e s s , ”  s a i d 
Carla Short, the Public Works 
d i r e c t o r .  “ T h e  i m p r o v e d 
P C I  s c o r e  d e m o n s t r a t e s 
o u r  c o m m i t m e n t  t o  k e e p 
the  roads  wel l  main ta ined 
fo r  our  r es iden t s ,  v i s i to r s 
and businesses.” 

How PCI Works 

San Francisco’s Pavement 
Condition Index score, which 
is tracked by the independent 
Metropolitan Transportation 
Commission, rates roads from 
0 to 100,  with 0 being the 
worst, rutted and crumbling, 
and 100 the best, just freshly 
paved. The average PCI score 

in the Bay Area is 67. San 
Jose’s latest reported score is 
71 and Oakland’s is 57. 

The assessment was based 
on visual surveys performed 
b y  s p e c i a l l y  t r a i n e d  a n d 
certified staff. Each segment 
is  evaluated based on r ide 
quali ty,  cracking and signs 
t h a t  t h e  r o a d w a y  m a y  b e 
breaking up in places. 

The PCI rating represents 
a cumulative snapshot of all 
the streets that fall under 
t h e  c i t y ’ s  m a i n t e n a n c e 
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y .  L o o k e d 
at  individual ly,  the  MTC 
evaluation found that two-
thirds of  San Francisco’s 

Road Conditions
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po l i t i c s  who  i s  wor thy  o f 
s t a b i l i t y ,  w h o  d o e s n ’ t 
deserve support ,  and when 
it is acceptable for someone 
t o  b e  w i t h o u t  s h e l t e r , ” 
a u t h o r,  p o e t ,  a n d  b l o g g e r 
Archuleta Chisolm wrote for 
BlackGirlNerds.com.

W h i l e  t h e  l a t e s t  r e p o r t 
indicates progress in addressing 
h o m e l e s s n e s s ,  w i t h  H U D 
projecting to serve 330,000 

p e o p l e  t h r o u g h  i n c r e a s e d 
grants  to  homeless  service 
o rg a n i z a t i o n s ,  c h a l l e n g e s 
pe r s i s t .  The  exp i r a t ion  o f 
r e s o u r c e s  f r o m  P r e s i d e n t 
Biden’s American Rescue Plan 
(ARP), the largest single-year 
investment in preventing and 
ending homelessness in U.S. 
history, has played a role in 
the current rise.

T h e  2 0 2 3  P o i n t - i n - Ti m e 
Count data underscored the 
u rg e n c y  o f  t h e  s i t u a t i o n , 
revea l ing  increases  across 

various demographics:

S h e l t e r e d 
homelessness rose by 13.7%

U n s h e l t e r e d 
homelessness rose by 9.7%

H o m e l e s s n e s s  a m o n g 
individuals rose by 10.8%

H o m e l e s s n e s s  a m o n g 
p e o p l e  i n  f a m i l i e s  w i t h 
children rose by 15.5%

H o m e l e s s n e s s 
a m o n g  u n a c c o m p a n i e d 
youth rose by 15.3%

H o m e l e s s n e s s  a m o n g 

veterans rose by 7.4%

Chronic homelessness among 
individuals rose by 12%

HUD Secretary Marcia Fudge 
acknowledged the gravity of 
the issue. “Homelessness is 
solvable and should not exist 
in the United States,” Fudge 
declared. “From day one, this 
administration has put forth a 
comprehensive plan to tackle 
h o m e l e s s n e s s ,  a n d  w e ’ v e 
ac t ed  agg re s s ive ly  and  in 
conjunction with our federal, 
state,  and local partners to 

address this challenge. We’ve 
made  pos i t ive  s t r ides ,  bu t 
there is still more work to be 
done. This data underscores 
the urgent need for support 
f o r  p r o v e n  s o l u t i o n s  a n d 
s t ra tegies  that  help people 
quickly exit homelessness and 
that prevent homelessness in 
the first place.”

The report further attributes 
t h e  o v e r a l l  i n c r e a s e  t o  a 
rise in the number of people 
experiencing homelessness 
for the first time, with a 25% 

increase between fiscal years 
2021 and 2022.  Data  f rom 
the  repor t  emphas ized  the 
pressing need for sustained, 
c o l l a b o r a t i v e  e f f o r t s  t o 
c o m b a t  h o m e l e s s n e s s 
a n d  s u p p o r t  v u l n e r a b l e 
populations nationwide.

“HUD has  substant ia l ly 
invested in addressing the 
housing needs of those facing 
homelessness, particularly 
t h e  m o s t  v u l n e r a b l e 
p o p u l a t i o n s , ”  o f f i c i a l s 
wrote in a release.

Homelessness
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that is affecting the budget. 
Days before July 1, the start of 
a new fiscal year, Newsom and 
legislative leaders agreed to a 
state budget deal in the form 
of  a  $310 bi l l ion spending 
plan that provided guardrails 
for  essent ial  programs and 
mitigated what was previously 
a $32 billion deficit.

On Dec. 15, Senate Minority 
Leader Brian W. Jones (R-San 
Diego) and Senate Budget Vice 

Chair Roger Niello (R-Fair 
Oaks) wrote a letter to Gov. 
Newsom, urging him to “act 
early” to address the state’s 
worsening fiscal condition.

“This  budget  def ic i t  wi l l 
i m p a c t  e v e r y  C a l i f o r n i a 
resident and doesn’t matter 
whether you’re a Republican 
or Democrat,” Jones stated. 
“Tha t ’s  why  we  mus t  ro l l 
u p  o u r  s l e e v e s  a n d  w o r k 
together to bring spending in 
line with revenues.”

Cohen has been monitoring 
the state’s financial reports 
and  c lar i f ied  Cal i forn ia  i s 

protected by its  “rainy day 
reserves.” She indicated that 
the Newsom administration 
h a s  b e e n  a  s t e p  a h e a d  i n 
an t i c ipa t ing  any  po ten t i a l 
financial obstacles that would 
disrupt the state budget.

“The state currently has more 
than $91.4 billion in available 
b o r r o w a b l e  r e s o u r c e s , 
d u e  i n  l a r g e  p a r t  t o  t h e 
Governor’s and Legislature’s 
f o r e s i g h t  i n  b u i l d i n g 
prudent  ra iny-day reserves 
in the Budget Stabil ization 
Account,” Cohen stated.

T h e  b u d g e t  n e g o t i a t i o n s 

will involve new leaders of 
the legislature — Assembly 
S p e a k e r  R o b e r t  R i v a s 
(D-Sa l ina s )  and  i ncoming 
Senate President Pro tempore 
Mike McGuire (D-Santa Rosa).

R i v a s  a d d e d  C a l i f o r n i a 
L e g i s l a t i v e  B l a c k  C a u c u s 
members  Assemblymember 
Dr. Akilah Weber (D-La Mesa 
and Assemblymember Corey 
Jackson (D-Moreno Valley) 
t o  t h e  A s s e m b l y ’s  b u d g e t 
leadership team in December. 
Weber will lead Subcommittee 
1 on Heal th while  Jackson 
will  guide Subcommittee 2 

on Human Services.

In particular, the state has 
$24 billion in reserves to help 
address the budget problem. 
In addition, there are options 
to reduce spending on schools 
and community colleges that 
c o u l d  a d d r e s s  n e a r l y  $ 1 7 
billion of the budget problem.

Each year, LAO publishes 
t h e  f i s c a l  o u t l o o k  i n 
anticipation of the upcoming 
budget season. The goal of 
the report is to provide the 
Legislature i ts  independent 
estimates and analysis of the 
state’s financial condition as 

lawmakers begin planning for 
the 20242025-budget year.

In addition to the deficit , 
other takeaways in the report 
i n c l u d e d  “ m u l t i p l e  t o o l s 
available” the Legislature has 
to address the budget problem.

Cohen is also a member of 
numerous public financing 
authorities, and fiscal and 
financial oversight entities 
including the Franchise Tax 
Board. Cohen serves on the 
boards of the nation’s two 
largest public pension funds.

Malia Cohen
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of the CLBC joined Wilson 
i n  a t t e n d i n g  t h e  v i r t u a l 
news briefing facilitated by 
California Black Media (CBM). 
They included Sen.  Steven 
Bradford (D-Inglewood) and 
A s s e m b l y m e m b e r s  C o r e y 
Jackson (D-Moreno Valley); 
Tina McKinnor (D-Inglewood); 
M i k e  G i p s o n  ( D - C a r s o n ) ; 
Akilah Weber (D-La Mesa), 
R e g g i e  J o n e s - S a w y e r  ( D 
–  Los  Angeles)  and Kevin 
McCarty (D-Sacramento).

T h e  o t h e r  f i v e  m e m b e r s 
were  unab le  to  a t t end  the 
briefing due to holiday season 
obligations, Wilson said.

During the 2024 legislative 
session,  Jackson,  who wil l 
lead Budget Subcommittee 2 
on Human Services, said he 
expects Black Californians 
wi l l  see  tha t  the  CLBC is 
“protecting” key issues that 
concern Black Californians.

“ I  th ink  i t ’s  go ing  to  be 

a n  o p p o r t u n i t y  t h a t  o t h e r 
Black caucuses have never 
had before ,”  said  Jackson. 
“So,  I  am looking forward 
to working with the speaker 
a n d  C h a i r  Wi l s o n  t o  g e t 
these things done.”

Speaker Rivas created the 
new Budget Subcommittee on 
Human Services to focus on 
state funding for programs such 
as CalWORKs, CalFresh and 
In-home Supportive Services. 
B u d g e t  S u b c o m m i t t e e 
No .  1  p rev ious ly  ove r saw 
human services funding, in 
combination with health.

T h e  n e w  s u b c o m m i t t e e 
J a c k s o n  i s  l e a d i n g  w i l l 
engage in increased activities 
o n  s o c i a l  p r o g r a m s ,  i n 
addition to interacting

with residents and advocates 
on issues such as disability 
r i g h t s ,  l o w - i n c o m e  j o b s , 
childcare, and aging, Rivas 
stated in a Dec. 5, 2023, letter.

In addition to Jackson’s new 
role, Rivas appointed other 
members  of  the  Cal i fornia 

L e g i s l a t i v e  B l a c k  C a u c u s 
(CLBC) in to leadership roles 
in November for the 2023-
2024 legislative session.

Wi l s o n  i s  c h a i r  o f  t h e 
Transporta t ion Commit tee; 
M c C a r t y  i s  c h a i r  o f  t h e 
Pub l i c  Sa fe ty  Commi t t ee ; 
Webe r  i s  cha i r  o f  Budge t 
Subcommittee 1 on Health; 
and Gipson is chair of the Arts, 
Enter tainment ,  Sports ,  and 
Tourism Committee; Bonta is 
chair of the Health Committee; 
and Issac Bryan (D-Ladera 
Heights), chair of the Natural 
Resources Committee.

M c K i n n o r  r e m a i n s  a s 
t h e  c h a i r  o f  t h e  P u b l i c 
Employment and Retirement 
Committee from the previous 
Legislative session.

Assemblymembers Reggie 
J o n e s - S a w y e r  a n d  C h r i s 
Holden (D-Pasadena) are both 
termed out this year. Jones-
Sawyer is running for a seat 
on the L.A. City Council and 
Holden is  running to serve 
on the Los Angeles County 

Board of Supervisors.

I n  t h e  S e n a t e ,  B r a d f o r d 
chairs the Energy, Utilities and 
Communications Committee. 
He is also serving his last term 
in the Legislature.

Wilson said all the members 
o f  t h e  B l a c k  C a u c u s  a r e 
“excited” and “look forward 
t o  s t e p p i n g ”  i n t o  t h e i r 
roles. Jackson says he

is  exc i ted  to  be  working 
o n  i s s u e s  a f f e c t i n g  a g i n g 
adults in California.

According to the Stanford 
C e n t e r  o n  L o n g e v i t y,  t h e 
n u m b e r  o f  o l d  p e o p l e  i n 
California, those over 65, will 
double over the next twenty 
years from 4.3 million in 2010 
to 8.4 million in 2030. This 
will take place as the huge 
Baby Boomer cohort — the 
population born between 1946 
and 1964 — passes age 65.

“These resources are vital 
lifelines for many families. By 
separating out human services 
and public health committee 
work, the Legislature can do a 

better job of focusing and also 
give the committee more time 
to offer feedback,” Speaker 
Rivas stated, referring to the 
subcommittee Jackson chairs.

“Assemblymember Jackson 
has dedicated his career to 
social work, and I believe he is 
the best person to lead this new 
subcommittee,” wrote Rivas.

A r e c u r r i n g  c o n c e r n  f o r 
members as they discussed 
the issues important to them is 
the state’s $68 billion budget 
deficit  that the nonpartisan 
Legislative Accounting Office 
(LAO) projected last month.

“I am so grateful that our 
Speaker  has  p laced  me  as 
cha i r  (Subcommit tee  1  on 
Health),” Weber said. “That 
is going to be so important 
not only to tackle our budget 
c r i s i s  r i g h t  n o w  b u t  a l s o 
making sure  that  as  s ta ted 
e a r l i e r  b y  A s s e m b l y m a n 
Jackson, be creative in ways 
in looking to see where we 
are putting our money that's 
actually working.”

Materni ty  ward  c losures , 
e d u c a t i n g  p u b l i c  a b o u t 
r e p a r a t i o n s ,  r e t a i l  t h e f t , 
p u b l i c  s a f e t y ,  M e d i -
C a l  r e i m b u r s e m e n t  r a t e s , 
i m p r o v i n g  t h e  s h o r t a g e 
o f  p u b l i c  e m p l o y e e s ,  a n d 
divestment in oil  are some 
of the issues CLBC members 
h o p e  t o  a d d r e s s  d u r i n g 
the next 12 months.

Other  pressing issues for 
members are early education, 
a f t e r s c h o o l  p r o g r a m s , 
childcare for African American 
p a r e n t s ,  c r i m i n a l  j u s t i c e 
reform, and finding solutions 
to end mass incarceration in 
California’s jails and prisons.

“ A s  a  g r o u p ,  t h i s  i s 
no t  the  la s t  t ime  (CLBC 
wi l l  meet  wi th  the  Black 
Press) .  We know that  the 
work you do is important, 
people laud us always for 
the work that  we do,  but 
you really are on the front 
lines of our communities,” 
Wilson told the Black news 
publishers and reporters.

Black Caucus
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COVID in California: Numbers of 
Infections, Hospitalizations Creep Up

By Tanu Henry

Al m o s t  a  y e a r 
after California 
officially ended 
i t s  S t a t e  o f 

E m e r g e n c y  d e c l a r e d  i n 
response to the outbreak of 
the Coronavirus in the United 
S t a t e s  i n  2 0 2 0 ,  C O V I D -
related hospitalizations and 
in fec t ions  have  begun  to 
slightly increase– sometimes 

in combination with the flu.

According to the California 
Department of Public Health 
(CDPH) for the week ending 
Dec .  23 ,  t he r e  we re  3279 
coronavirus-positive patients, 
which was 14% higher than 
the week before. That spike 
is the highest recorded over 
the last 10 months.

According to  the  Centers 

f o r  D i s e a s e  C o n t r o l  a n d 
Prevention (CDC), there are 
eight California counties are 
now in its “Medium COVID-19 
Hosp i ta l i za t ion”  ca tegory. 
T h e y  a r e  L o s  A n g e l e s , 
Sac ramen to ,  P l ace r,  Yo lo , 
E l  Dorado ,  But te ,  Tehama 
and Glenn counties.

Los Angeles County has also 
reinstated a mask mandate at 
all license healthcare facilities 

after the county’s Department 
o f  Hea l th  r epo r t ed  a  25% 
increase in hospitalizations.

Based on CDPH data for the 
last week only, those numbers 
have begun to decline. There 
were 3,122 new COVID-19 
infections across the state for 
the week ending Jan. 5.

T h e  s t a t e w i d e  “ t e s t 
positivity” rate for the week 
ending Jan. 5 was 12.3%, up 

+0.5% from the week before.

F r o m  O c t .  1 ,  2 0 2 3 .  t o 
Dec .  30 ,  2023,  there  were 
1,296 confirmed COVID-19 
related deaths in the state . 
Over the course of the last 
week only 1.8 percent of all 
deaths were “COVID-coded,” 
according to the CDPH.

D e s p i t e  t h e  i n c r e a s e  i n 
n u m b e r s  i n  s o m e  p l a c e s 
in  Cal ifornia ,  off icials  say 

the state’s overall infection 
a n d  h o s p i t a l i z a t i o n  r a t e s 
a r e  l o w e r  t h a n  l a s t  y e a r. 
Hospitals are also reporting 
that  there are  enough beds 
in ICUs to accommodate the 
reported upticks.

Over the last seven days, 
t h e re  w a s  a n  a v e r a g e  o f 
1,437.1 ICU hospital beds 
available across the state, 
according to the CDPH.
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If your business accepted Visa and/or Mastercard 
between 2004 - 2019, you’re now eligible to claim 

your share of a $5.5 billion Settlement. 
Claim your share now.

Merchants (business owners) who accepted Visa and/or Mastercard at any time from 
January 1, 2004, to January 25, 2019, are eligible to claim their share of a $5.5 billion Settlement.

Visa and Mastercard and their issuing banks (the “Defendants”) are alleged to have violated the 
law because they wrongfully infl ated Interchange Fees. Defendants say they have done nothing 
wrong. They claim their business practices are legal.

After years of appeals, the Settlement is now fi nal, and Claim Forms are now being accepted. If 
you do not fi le a claim, you will not receive a Settlement Payment.

Claim Forms are now being mailed to more than 15 million merchants. Even if you 
do not receive a Claim Form in the mail, you may still be eligible, and you should visit 
www.PaymentCardSettlement.com to get more information about the Settlement. The deadline 
to fi le a claim is May 31, 2024. You can fi le your claim online at the website. Or, if you prefer, 
you can get a paper Claim Form at the website or by calling 1-800-625-6440. Assistance 
with preparing your claim is available at no cost to you from the Class Administrator and 
Class Counsel.

Submitting your claim online can take less than fi ve minutes.

STEP ONE:
Scan the QR code to go to 
www.PaymentCardSettlement.com.

STEP TWO:
Provide the 
information 
requested about 
your business.

STEP THREE:
Submit your claim! 
Your claim process is 
now complete.

To get a Claim Form in Spanish                   , Russian                   , Korean               , Vietnamese                     , 
Japanese                 , Chinese               , or Thai                  , please visit www.PaymentCardSettlement.com.

Do you need additional 
help or information?

Visit Online:
www.PaymentCardSettlement.com

Email:
info@PaymentCardSettlement.com

Call:
1-800-625-6440

your share of a $5.5 billion Settlement. 


