
By Stacy M. Brown

Ch a r l e s  J . 
Ogletree  Jr. ,  a 
d i s t i n g u i s h e d 
H a r v a r d  L a w 

School professor, celebrated 
attorney, and leading civil 
rights advocate, has died at 70.

Ogletree, who had battled 
Alzhe imer ’s  d i sease  s ince 
2015, reportedly died at his 
home in Maryland.

“ C h a r l e s  w a s  a  t i r e l e s s 
a d v o c a t e  f o r  c i v i l  r i g h t s , 
e q u a l i t y,  h u m a n  d i g n i t y, 
and social justice,” Harvard 
Law Schoo l  Dean  John  F. 
Manning said, according to 
the Associated Press.

“He changed the world in 
so many ways, and he will be 
sorely missed in a world that 
very much needs him.”

Dorothy Roberts, a writer, 
social advocate, and professor 
at Penn Law, praised Ogletree’s 
impact at Harvard Law School.

S h e  a d m i r e d  h i s  r o l e  i n 
i n s p i r i n g  c o n f i d e n c e , 
p r o m o t i n g  l e a r n i n g ,  a n d 
e n c o u r a g i n g  a c t i v i s m 
among Black  s tudents  and 
future generations.

“When I started at Harvard 
Law School  in  1977,  Tree 
w a s  a  t h i r d - y e a r  s t u d e n t 
and president  of  the Black 
Law Students Association,” 
Roberts recalled in a tweet.

“Thank goodness  he  was 
there. He set a tone for me 
and the other Black students 
— then, and for generations 
to come — to be confident 
learners, lawyers, and activists. 
Rest in love and power.”

Affec t iona te ly  known as 
“Tree,” Ogletree was born in 

California and graduated with 
a law degree from Harvard 
Law School in 1978.

He became an inf luent ial 
legal theorist and a prominent 
figure in the legal community.

Throughout his illustrious 
c a r e e r ,  O g l e t r e e  a c t i v e l y 
contributed to the National 
Bar Association (NBA) and its 
affiliate, the Washington Bar 
Association (WBA).

Renowned Civil Rights 
Advocate Charles J. Ogletree 
Jr. Dies, Leaving a Legacy of 
Justice and Empowerment

Ogletree, who had battled Alzheimer’s 
disease since 2015, reportedly died at his 

home in Maryland.

By Stacy M. Brown

In  a  v i s i t  t o  l o c a l 
small businesses in 
Wa s h i n g t o n ,  D . C . 
o n  F r i d a y ,  A u g . 

4 ,  Vice President Kamala 
Harr i s  unve i l ed  p lans  to 
provide grants to non-profit 
a n d  c o m m u n i t y - b a s e d 
o r g a n i z a t i o n s  a s  p a r t  o f 
the  $125  mi l l i on  Capi ta l 
Readiness Program (CRP).

The program seeks to bolster 
h i s t o r i c a l l y  u n d e r s e r v e d 
e n t r e p r e n e u r s ’ a c c e s s  t o 
capital, aligning with one of 
the critical pillars of what the 
White House has dubbed the 
Bidenomics economic plan.

The CRP, funded through 
the American Rescue Plan, 
represents  the  larges t -ever 
direct federal investment in 
sma l l  bus ines s  i ncuba to r s 
and accelerators.

R u n  b y  t h e  M i n o r i t y 
B u s i n e s s  D e v e l o p m e n t 
Agency (MBDA), the program 
e x p a n d e d  a n d  w a s  m a d e 

permanent by the president’s 
Bipartisan Infrastructure Law.

I t  c o u n t s  a s  t h e  m o s t 
significant project in the 50-
year history of the MBDA.

During the announcement 
a t  S y c a m o r e  &  O a k  i n 
t h e  C o n g r e s s  H e i g h t s 
neighborhood of Southeast, 
D . C . ,  H a r r i s  r e v e a l e d  4 3 
o rg a n i z a t i o n s  s e l e c t e d  a s 
winners of the CRP awards.

T h e s e  o r g a n i z a t i o n s , 

c o m p r i s i n g  n o n - p r o f i t s , 
communi ty -based  en t i t i e s , 
p r i v a t e  s e c t o r  f i r m s ,  a n d 
institutions of higher education, 
will form partnerships to assist 
underse rved  en t repreneurs 
seeking resources, tools, and 
suppor t  to  s ta r t  o r  expand 
businesses  in  high-growth, 
h i g h - w a g e  i n d u s t r i e s  l i k e 
healthcare, climate-resilient 
technology,  inf ras t ruc ture , 

The CRP, funded through the American Rescue Plan, 
represents the largest-ever direct federal investment in 

small business incubators and accelerators.

Vice President Harris to 
Announce Support for 

Historically Underserved 
Entrepreneurs in Bidenomics-
Fueled Small Business Boom Antonio Ray Harvey| California 

BlackMedia

Assemblymember 
R e g g i e  J o n e s -
Sawyer (D-Los 
Angeles), along 

w i t h  o t h e r  D e m o c r a t i c 
l a w m a k e r s  a n d  A p r i l 
Grayson --  a witness who 
last month testified against a 
sex trafficking bill proposing 
stiffer penalties for repeat 
offenders – have disclosed 
r e c e i v i n g  d e a t h  t h r e a t s 
laced with the n-word and 
other racial slurs.

Jones and Grayson, who 
are both Black, said the 
threats and insults came 
by emails, telephone and 
social media.

“ T h e  n u m b e r  o f  d e a t h 
threats, people who threated 
t o  r a p e  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e 
Assembly and their families, 
the number of times people 
were called the ‘N-word,’ and 
staff  members who may be 
with the LGBTQ community, 
were cal led the ‘F-word,’” 
a re  ju s t  a  s ample  o f  wha t 
Jones-Sawyer told California 

Black Media (CBM) he was 
hearing. “They were calling 
like crazy. That’s not a place 
for public discourse. You can 
disagree but you don’t have to 
be disagreeable.”

The  ha te- f i l l ed  messages 
c a m e  a f t e r  J o n e s - S a w y e r, 
chair of the Assembly Public 
Safety Committee and other 
D e m o c r a t i c  c o m m i t t e e 

members were criticized for 
not  suppor t ing Senate  Bi l l 
14 authored by Sen. Shannon 
Grove (R-Bakersfield).  The 
legislation proposes adding the 
sex trafficking of minors to the 
list of “serious” crimes under 
Ca l i fo rn ia ’s  Three  S t r ikes 
law. A conviction, including 
p r e v i o u s  f e l o n i e s ,  w o u l d 

Assemblymembers, 
Hearing Witness, 
Report N-Word-

Laced Death Threats

Asm. Reggie Jones-Sawyer (D-Los Angeles) is pictured 
here at a California Reparations Task Force Meeting 
on June 29. Jones-Sawyer and other members of the 

Assembly Public Safety Committee received death threats 
for not supporting Senate Bill 14 on July 11

Antonio Ray Harvey| California 
Black Media

Fed-up res ident s 
a n d  c o n c e r n e d 
political advocacy 
groups in Oakland 

-- including the city’s local 
branch of the NAACP -- are 
outraged over a tide of rising 
cr ime that  overtaken the 
East Bay’s largest city.

“Oakland residents are sick 
and tired of our intolerable 
p u b l i c  s a f e t y  c r i s i s  t h a t 
o v e r w h e l m i n g l y  i m p a c t s 
m i n o r i t y  c o m m u n i t i e s . 
Murders, shootings, violent 
a r m e d  r o b b e r i e s ,  h o m e 
i n v a s i o n s ,  c a r  b r e a k - i n s , 
s i de shows ,  and  h ighway,” 
Oakland NAACP pres ident 
Cynthia Adams and Acts Full 
Gospel Church’s Bishop Bob 
Jackson  wro t e  i n  an  open 
letter to Oakland residents.
In the letter dated July 27, 
Adams and  Jackson  b lame 
A l a m e d a  C o u n t y  D i s t r i c t 
At torney  Pamela  Pr ice  for 
“failed leadership.”

Price made history in 2022 
when she  became the  f i r s t 
Black woman elected D.A. of 

Alameda County. A graduate 
o f  Ya l e  a n d  t h e  B e r k e l e y 
Schoo l  o f  Law,  P r i ce  i s  a 
strong advocate for criminal 
justice reforms and is known 
for her progressive stances 
on policing and sentencing. 
O a k l a n d e r s  h a v e  a l s o 
criticized her office for not 
pursuing harsher  sentences 
in high profile crime cases, 
including the shocking murder 
of Jasper Wu, a 2-year-old who 

was killed by a stray bullet 
in  a  shootout  on Inters tate 
8 8 0  i n  O a k l a n d . “ T h e r e  i s 
n o t h i n g  c o m p a s s i o n a t e  o r 
progressive about  al lowing 
criminal  behavior  to fester 
and rob Oakland residents of 
their  basic r ights to public 
safety,” Adams and Jackson 
stated in the letter. “We need 
our elected leaders  to take 

“Everyone Is in 
Danger”: Outraged 

Oakland Residents Want 
First Black Woman 

Screenshot from a public safety town hall on July 27 
where Alamenda D.A. Pamala Price and the police chief 
met with frustrated community members who expressed 

their frustrations over the rash of crimes in Oakland.
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By Stacy M. Brown

Mo n t g o m e r y 
Police Chief 
D a r r y l 
J .  A l b e r t 

announced assault charges 
were filed against Richard 
Roberts, 48; Allen Todd, 23; 
and Zachery Shipman, 25; at 
a Tuesday news conference. 
Albert said one of the men 
is  in custody and the two 
others are expected to turn 
themselves  over to  pol ice 
Tuesday afternoon. 

“There was no need for this 
event to take the path it did,” 
Albert told reporters. He said 
investigators do not believe 
t h e  i n c i d e n t  w a s  r a c i a l l y 
mot ivated .  “The people  of 
Montgomery,  we’ re  be t t e r 
than that .  We’re a fun city 
and we don’t want this type 
of activity to shed a dark eye 
on what this city’s all about.”

In  a  qu in t e s sen t i a l  mess 
around and find out moment, 
a group of white boaters on 
the riverfront in Montgomery, 
Alabama,  at tacked a Black 
s e c u r i t y  g u a r d  s i m p l y 
for doing his job.

Wi th in  moments ,  severa l 
A f r i c a n  A m e r i c a n  m e n 
came to the guard’s rescue, 
pulverizing the aggressors.

Among those helping the 
g u a r d  w a s  a n  i n d i v i d u a l 

dubbed “Black Aqua man” 
because he swam across the 
river to intercede.

The guard had been diligently 
working and requested the 
boaters move their vessel to 
allow a ship to dock.

However, the white boaters 
violently refused, attacking 
the guard who tossed his hat in 
the air, apparently as a way of 
acknowledging that “it’s on.”

Eyewitness Lauren Spivey 
told CNN that for nearly 45 
minutes the vessel obstructed 
the docking space at Harriott II 
Riverboat at Riverfront Park.

“ T h e  m a n ,  t h e  w h i t e 
i n d i v i d u a l ,  h u r r i e d  d o w n 
there, and that’s when things 
e s c a l a t e d , ”  S p i v e y  s a i d , 
adding that the guard simply 
i n fo rmed  the  man  tha t  he 
needed to relocate to create 
space for the larger riverboat.

“[The white  boaters]  just 
didn’t think the rules applied 
to them. It was so avoidable. 
T h i s  n e v e r  h a d  t o  h a v e 
happened,” Leslie Mawhorter, 
an eyewitness to the incident, 
told Yahoo! News.

“Everything jus t  spira led 
from there,” Mawhorter said. 
“I knew something was going 
to  go  down,  because  the i r 
attitude was just, ‘You can’t 
tell us what to do.’ They were 
going to be confrontational 

regardless of who you were.”

The confrontation escalated, 
w i t h  p u n c h e s  t h r o w n  a n d 
chairs wielded as weapons.

At least one individual was 
tossed into the water amidst 
the chaotic clash.

P o l i c e  d e t a i n e d 
s e v e r a l  i n d i v i d u a l s ,  a n d 
charges are pending.

At  p ress  t ime ,  the  guard 
a n d  o t h e r s  i n v o l v e d 
hadn’t been named.

Montgomery Mayor Steven 
R e e d  c o m m e n d e d  l a w 
enforcement for their rapid 

r e s p o n s e  t o  d e t a i n  t h o s e 
r e spons ib le  fo r  a s sau l t ing 
the security guard.

“Those who choose violence 
will be held accountable by 
our criminal justice system,” 
he said. “While there is a lot 
o f  ac t iv i ty  and  in te res t  in 
this, we know that we’ll come 
through  th i s  toge ther  as  a 
community collectively as we 
have other situations.”

Major Saba Coleman said 
a n  o n g o i n g  i n v e s t i g a t i o n 
has  led  to  the  i s suance  of 
four active warrants.

H o w e v e r ,  t h e  n u m b e r 
i s  f l ex ib l e ,  a s  au tho r i t i e s 
meticulously review additional 
f o o t a g e ,  i n d i c a t i n g  t h e 
likelihood of more warrants.

“ I t  w a s  i n e x c u s a b l e 
behavior,” Christa Owen, who 
was on the Harriot, told NBC 
News, adding that she believes 
alcohol was a factor.

“I can’t  imagine anyone 
just  d isregarding moving 
the i r  boa t  2  f ee t  so  tha t 
a  t h r e e - s t o r y  d i n n e r 
c r u i s e  b o a t  c o u l d  p a r k 
back in that spot.”

White Boaters in Montgomery 
Messed Around and Found Out

Within moments, several African American men came to the guard’s rescue, 
pulverizing the aggressors.
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Manny Otiko | California Black 
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A n e w  r e p o r t 
r e l e a s e d  b y 
t h e  C a l i f o r n i a 
Depar tment  o f 

Justice warns of the danger 
o f  g h o s t  g u n s  ( w e a p o n s 
a s s e m b l e d  a t  h o m e  t h a t 
have  no  ser ia l  numbers . ) 
T h e  w e a p o n s  c a n n o t  b e 
traced, making them a go-
to for criminals who want 
to operate under the radar 
of law enforcement.

Over the past few years, the 
use of ghost guns has surged 
as people have been able to 
make them by producing gun 
parts with 3-D printers.

According to the California 
Department of Justice report, 
f r o m  2 0 2 0 - 2 1 ,  t h e  u s e  o f 
ghost guns jumped by about 
1 0 , 0 0 0 ,  f r o m  1 3 , 0 0 0  t o 
23,000 incidents.  However, 
the use of ghost guns recently 
decreased  to  about  21 ,000 
incidents per year.

S i n c e  2 0 1 6 , 
A s s e m b l y m e m b e r  M i k e 
Gipson (D-Carson) has been a 

vocal opponent of ghost guns, 
pointing to the many threats 
they pose. Gipson said many 
Americans are unaware of the 
danger of ghost  guns.  This 
year, he authored Assembly 
Bill 1089, which bans the sale, 
purchase and possession of 
ghost gun technology.

The bill is currently under 
r e v i e w  i n  t h e  A s s e m b l y 
Appropriations Committee.

“Ir responsible  companies 
have continued to sell machines 
that are explicitly designed 
as ghost gun manufacturing 
machines while deceptively 
claiming that these machines 
do  no t  have  the  ‘p r imary’ 
pu rpose  o f  manufac tu r ing 
f i r e a r m s , ”  a c c o r d i n g  t o  a 
factsheet from Gipson’s office.

Existing law in California 
p r o h i b i t s  p e r s o n s  o r 
c o r p o r a t i o n s  f r o m 
manufacturing or assembling 
f i r e a r m s  t h a t  a r e  n o t 
imprinted with a valid state 
or federal serial number.

“These companies  fa i l  to 
inform buyers that it is now 
unlawful in California to use 

these  machines  to  produce 
f i rearms without  a  f i rearm 
manufacturer’s license.

A d d i t i o n a l l y ,  w h i l e 
C a l i f o r n i a  l a w  c u r r e n t l y 
p r o h i b i t s  u n l i c e n s e d 
manufac tu re r s  f rom us ing 
a  3 - D  p r i n t e r  t o  p r o d u c e 
f i r e a r m s ,  s t a t e  l a w  d o e s 
not regulate the sale of 3-D 
printers that are designed or 
marketed as ghost gun

manufacturing 3-D printers,” 
a c c o r d i n g  t o  G i p s o n ’ s 
office’s factsheet.

Gipson represents the 65th 
Assembly district that covers 
cities such as Willowbrook, 
Compton,  Long Beach and 
pa r t s  o f  Los  Ange les .  His 
d i s t r i c t  h a s  b e e n  p l a g u e d 
wi th  gun  v io l ence  a r i s ing 
f r o m  b o t h  r e g i s t e r e d  a n d 
unregistered firearms.

In many cases, people who 
can’t get legal guns, because 
they don’t want to go through 
background checks,  turn to 
g h o s t  g u n s .  A n d  t h e y  a r e 
o f t e n  u s e d  f o r  n e f a r i o u s 
purposes.  Black and brown 
people are the main victims, 

according to Gipson.

“This is a health issue,” he said.

Ghost guns have been used 
in  severa l  Cal i fornia  mass 
shoot ings .  In  2022 ,  David 
Mora, a father-of-three was 
banned from possessing a gun 
because of his criminal record. 
He later went on a gun rampage 
i n  S a c r a m e n t o  C o u n t y , 
shooting his three children 
and a social worker. The gun 
was created with a 3-D printer.

A c c o r d i n g  t o  G i p s o n , 
s ta t is t ics  show that  one of 
t he  mos t  dange rous  t imes 
f o r  s h o o t i n g s  i s  b e t w e e n 
Friday and Monday.

He also stated that legislation 
on  ghos t  guns  was  needed 
because technology is moving 
faster than the law.

“Technology has advanced 
f a s t e r  t h a n  p o l i c i e s 
and bills,” he said.

G i p s o n  i s n ’ t  t h e  o n l y 
l e g i s l a t o r  w h o  h a s  t a k e n 
action on ghost guns.

S e n a t e  B i l l  ( S B ) 1 3 2 7 , 
a u t h o r e d  b y  S e n .  B o b 
Hertzberg (D-San Fernando 

Va l l e y, )  a n d  a p p r o v e d  b y 
Gov. Gavin Newsom, allows 
Cal i fornians  to  sue  people 
who manufacture, transport 
and  d i s t r i bu t e  ghos t  guns 
for up to $10,000.

“Our message to the criminals 
sp read ing  i l l ega l  weapons 
in California is simple: you 
have no safe harbor here in 
the Golden State,” Newsom 
s a i d  i n  a  s p e e c h  a t  S a n t a 
Monica College, the site of 

a  2014 mass  shoot ing that 
killed six people.

“ A s  t h e  U . S .  S u p r e m e 
C o u r t  e x p a n d s  t h e  r i g h t 
t o  o w n  g u n s ,  C a l i f o r n i a 
continues to add new ways 
to restrict them. California 
wi l l  use  every  too l  a t  i t s 
d i s p o s a l  t o  s a v e  l i v e s , 
e s p e c i a l l y  i n  t h e  f a c e  o f 
a n  i n c re a s i n g l y  e x t re m e 
S u p r e m e  C o u r t , ”  s a i d 
Newsom in a press statement.

California DOJ, Legislators Warn of 
Growing Danger of ‘Ghost Guns’

According to the California Department of Justice 
report, from 2020-21, the use of ghost guns jumped by 

about 10,000, from 13,000 to 23,000 incidents.

Edward Henderson | California 
Black Media

Fo u r  C a l i f o r n i a 
g o v e r n m e n t 
employee unions 
a r e  d e m a n d i n g 

salary increases from the 
California Department of 
Human resources (CalHR) 
and the State Legislature to 
keep up with the high cost of 
living in California. 

When  compared  t o  t he i r 
peers in the private sector, 
the employees say, there is a 
significant disparity in salaries.

Representatives of the unions 
say they are frustrated with 
stalled negotiations with the 
state over disparities in pay. 
Last week, one of the Unions, 
the American Physicians and 
Dentists, authorized a strike.

T h e  o t h e r  t h r e e  u n i o n s 
are  the Service Employees 
International Union (SEIU) 
Loca l  1000  –  Ca l i fo rn ia ’s 
l a r g e s t  l a b o r  u n i o n ;  t h e 
C a l i f o r n i a  C o r r e c t i o n a l 
P e a c e  O f f i c e r s ;  a n d  t h e 
C a l i f o r n i a  A s s o c i a t i o n  o f 
Professional Scientists.

In June, the SEIU employees 
in i t i a l ly  demanded  a  30% 
wage increase in their next 

t h r e e - y e a r  c o n t r a c t .  T h e 
legislature countered with an 
offer of a 2% annual increase 
over three years. That offer – 
which union members view 
as a move to low-ball them -- 
sparked a demonstration at the 
State Capitol in June that has 
been followed by an ongoing 
stalemate between the parties.

“ I t ’ s  m o v i n g  s l o w l y , ” 
s a i d  L o c a l  1 0 0 0 ’s  Vi c e 
President of Bargaining Irene 
G r e e n e .  “ We ’ r e  s e v e r e l y 
disappointed in the

s t a t e ’s  m o v e m e n t  t o  g e t 
this contract negotiated with 
bargaining team members.”

According to the bargaining 
update, the state also rejected 
the union’s request for paid 
time off to observe Juneteenth.

L o c a l  1 0 0 0  r e p r e s e n t s 
a p p r o x i m a t e l y  1 0 0 , 0 0 0 
workers in jobs as diverse as 
prison librarians,  janitorial 
s t a f f  a n d  e d u c a t o r s  a t 
C a l i f o r n i a ’s  s c h o o l s  f o r 
the deaf and blind.

In response to the state’s 2% 
initial offer, the Union lowered 
its wage request to a 26% raise.

Greene believes the union’s 
26% compromise is reasonable, 
considering the high cost of 

living in California.

“We have a large number 
of members that are unable 
to maintain a living wage in 
the state of California. They 
love the positions that they 
work in, however we’ve been 
delayed in our salary increase 
for a number of years,” she 
s a id .  “The  r ea son  we  f e l t 
that the 30% and 26% were 
jus t i f ied  i s  because  of  the 
low income we are finding 
ourselves getting.”

G r e e n e  s a i d  u n i o n  j o b s 
once ensured a comfortable 
standard of living, but this is 
no longer the case.

“We used to be able to have 
these  jobs  as  middle  c lass 
jobs, purchase a home, be able 
to provide for our families 
a n d  r e t i r e  w i t h  d i g n i t y, ” 
she  added.  “At  th is  poin t , 
those who we represent are 
really struggling.”

C a l i f o r n i a  B l a c k  M e d i a 
contacted CalHR for comment, 
but  Camille Travis,  deputy 
director of communications 
f o r  t h e  s t a t e ’ s  h u m a n 
r e s ou rce  agency,  s a id  t he 
department does not comment 
on  o r  sha re  p roposa l s  fo r 
ongoing negotiations.

For nearly three years now, 
the California Association of 
Professional Scientists have 
been in negotiations with the 
state, demanding up to 43% 
increases in pay.

A s s e m b l y m e m b e r  T i n a 
M c K i n n o r  ( D - I n g l e w o o d ) 
introduced a bil l  Assembly 
Bil l  (AB) 1677 that  would 
commission the UC Berkeley 
Labor Center  to assess the 
salary structure of scientists 
employed by the state. The 
A s s e m b l y  A p p r o p r i a t i o n s 
C o m m i t t e e  i s  c u r r e n t l y 
reviewing the bill.

Another study commissioned 
by Local 1000 and conducted 
by the UC Berkeley Labor 
C e n t e r  r e l e a s e d  i n  M a r c h 
found that many Local 1000 
members, particularly women, 
Black and Latino employees 
were struggling financially. 
The  s tudy  a l so  found  tha t 
near ly  70% of  the  union’s 
members did not earn enough 
to  suppor t  themselves  and 
at least one child.

While the majority of Local 
1000’s contracts will remain 
in effect until a new agreement 
is reached, members enrolled 
in CalPERS health insurance 
plans lost their monthly $260 

health care stipend on June 30.

Some consider  this  as  an 
additional reduction in pay 
tha t  workers  must  endure . 
Local 1000 proposed a new 
monthly payment of $320 to 
cover those losses,  but  the 
state rejected that

request ,  according to  the 
bargaining update. Instead, the 
state countered with a three-
t iered s t ipend — $30,  $70 
or $140 — depending on the 
employee’s chosen health plan.

Despite the complications 

and setbacks during current 
negotiations, Greene remains 
hopeful that an agreement will 
be reached that will benefit 
the workers she represents.

“I’m still optimistic. I still 
believe in my state, I believe 
in this negotiation process, 
and I stil l  have hope that 
the  s ta te  i s  go ing  to  l ive 
up  to  the ir end  and that 
they’re going to be there for 
those who work for them,” 
she said. “My hope is still 
there. I believe we are going 
to get this done.”

Wage War: Four California State Employee 
Unions Are Demanding Pay Increases

SEIU local 1000, representing the largest group of CA 
State employees, demanding a living wage, better benefits 

and improved work life conditions.

and more.According to recent 
reports, the United States has 
experienced a record number 
of new business applications, 
totaling 12.6 million under the 
Biden-Harris Administration.

“This surge demonstrates the 
confidence entrepreneurs have 
in the efficacy of Bidenomics,” 
a senior White House official 
stated on Friday.

The awardees include the 
Arizona Hispanic Chamber 
o f  Commerce  Founda t ion , 
which will use the $3 million 
g ran t  to  enhance  bus iness 
a c c e l e r a t o r  a n d  i n c u b a t o r 
p rog rams  fo r  unde r se rved 

en t r ep reneu r s  i n  Ar i zona , 
Nevada, and California.

B a s e d  i n  P i t t s b u r g h , 
P e n n s y l v a n i a ,  B r i d g e w a y 
Capital will receive $2 million 
to support at least 340 minority-
owned and rural entrepreneurs 
i n  P e n n s y l v a n i a ,  We s t 
Virginia, and Ohio, scaling up 
business education programs 
f o r  r e v e n u e - g e n e r a t i n g 
growth opportunities.

T h e  U r b a n  L e a g u e  o f 
Greater Atlanta will utilize $3 
million to provide incubator 
and accelerator services to 
h i s t o r i c a l l y  u n d e r s e r v e d 
e n t r e p r e n e u r s  i n  h i g h -
growth industries.

The Northern Great Lakes 

Ini t iat ive in Michigan wil l 
receive $3 million to streamline 
suppor t  for  en t repreneurs , 
focusing on West Michigan, 
from conceptualizing an idea 
to business incubation and 
capital for growth.

T h e  B i d e n - H a r r i s 
A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  a l s o 
announced the first approvals 
of awards for up to $58 million 
to  12 s ta tes  as  par t  of  the 
State Small Business Credit 
Initiative (SSBCI) Technical 
Assistance Grant Program.

The SSBCI TA Grant Program, 
t o t a l i n g  a p p r o x i m a t e l y 
$200 mill ion,  aims to give 
smal l  businesses  access  to 
historic support included in 

the American Rescue Plan, 
w i t h  a n  u n p r e c e d e n t e d 
nearly $10 billion from the 
Treasury Department.

“ I n v e s t i n g  i n  s m a l l 
businesses is at the core of 
P r e s iden t  B iden  and  Vice 
President Harris’s strategy to 
grow the economy from the 
bottom up,” a senior White 
House official said.

The White House noted that 
recent announcements through 
the Capital Readiness Program 
a n d  t h e  S S B C I  TA G r a n t 
P r o g r a m  d e m o n s t r a t e  t h e 
administration’s commitment 
to ensuring all communities 
b e n e f i t  f r o m  t h e  o n g o i n g 
small business boom.

These initiatives supplement 
additional actions taken under 
Bidenomics, such as delivering 
historic support to minority-
s u p p o r t i n g  c o m m u n i t y 
financial institutions, making 
programs that boost lending 
to underserved communities 
p e r m a n e n t ,  e x p a n d i n g 
l end ing  l i c ense s ,  f o rming 
the Interagency Community 
I n v e s t m e n t  C o m m i t t e e 
( I C I C ) ,  a n d  s t r e a m l i n i n g 
a n d  s i m p l i f y i n g  s m a l l 
business lending.

O f f i c i a l s  s a i d  t h e 
administration is leveraging 
federal spending to support 
small businesses and level the 
playing field for innovative 
small businesses.

That includes using federal 
contracting dollars to support 
s m a l l  a n d  d i s a d v a n t a g e d 
businesses, ensuring CHIPS 
A c t  f u n d i n g  s u p p o r t s 
smal l  bus inesses ,  c rea t ing 
c o n t r a c t i n g  o p p o r t u n i t i e s 
in clean energy and energy 
efficiency, and cutting energy 
costs for small businesses.

“ T h r o u g h  t h e s e 
c o m p r e h e n s i v e  e f f o r t s , 
t h e  B i d e n - H a r r i s 
A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  s e e k s  t o 
create a thriving environment 
for small businesses, support 
underserved entrepreneurs, 
and foster economic growth 
from the ground up,” the 
White House official stated.

VP Harris
Continued from page 1
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By Julianne Malveaux

Th e  B i d e n 
Adminis trat ion 
has been pushing 
hard for credit 

for its significant economic 
s u c c e s s e s .  C o i n i n g  t h e 
phrase  ‘Bidenomics , ’ the 
t e r m  i s  m e a n t  t o  d i re c t 
a t t e n t i o n  t o w a r d s  t h e 
adminis trat ion’s  s tr ik ing 
successful economic agenda. 

Under President Biden, the 
rate of inflation has been more 
than cut in half,  employers 
have created more than 13 
mil l ion  jobs ,  wage growth 
has outpaced inflation, and 
the  unemployment  r a t e  o f 
Black workers is at a record-
breaking, historic low. Now, 
the administration wants the 
public to give them credit.

Yet, the key to widespread 
public support is not through 
g r a n d i o s e  s t a t e m e n t s  o r 
flashy catchphrases. Instead, 
i t  i s  t h r o u g h  t h e  o n g o i n g 
prioritization of policy that 
enhances the everyday, lived 
experiences of Americans—
especially Black Americans. 
On this front,  the FTC can 
play a crucial role.

T h e  F e d e r a l  T r a d e 
C o m m i s s i o n  i s  c h a r g e d 

w i t h  p r o t e c t i n g  A m e r i c a n 
consumer s  f r om eve ryday 
t h r e a t s  p e r m e a t i n g  t h e 
d o m e s t i c  m a r k e t p l a c e . 
Appointed by President Biden, 
L i n a  K h a n  n o w  s e r v e s  a s 
Cha i r  o f  the  Commiss ion , 
and she has adopted a unique, 
ultra-progressive approach to 
the FTC’s mandate.

S o o n  a f t e r  a s s u m i n g 
leadership,  Chair Khan de-
p r i o r i t i z e d  t h e  c o n s u m e r 
welfare standard, a time-tested 
precedent that puts individual 
wellbeing at the forefront of 
any and all policy discussion, 
d e e m i n g  i t  “ t o o  n a r r o w. ” 
I n s t e a d ,  t h e  C o m m i s s i o n 
has embraced a broad view 
o f  c o n s u m e r  w e l l - b e i n g , 
focusing on anti trust  cases 
that could theoretically have 
sweeping, long-term impacts 
o n  t h e  e c o n o m y.  W h i l e  I 
appreciate this approach, a 
loss of focus on the FTC’s 
bread-and-but ter  consumer 
p r o t e c t i o n  i s s u e s  c o u l d 
have  a  devas ta t ing  impact 
o n  A m e r i c a n s ’ e c o n o m i c 
w e l l b e i n g ,  e s p e c i a l l y 
those most vulnerable.

We have already witnessed 
the consequences of  a loss 
o f  f o c u s  o n  f u n d a m e n t a l 
i s sues  a t  t he  FTC.  As  the 
Commiss ion  focused  the i r 

energy on theoret ical  r isks 
rather than real threats posed 
t o  c o n s u m e r s ,  c o n s u m e r 
f r a u d  c a s e s  s o a r e d .  F r o m 
2021 to 2022,  fraud losses 
increased by over 30%. Last 
year,  alone, consumers lost 
$8.8 billion to fraudsters—
a n d  B l a c k  A m e r i c a n s  a r e 
disproportionately suffering 
from the consequences of this 
tragic phenomenon.

A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  F T C ’s 
Serving Communities of Color 
report, “predominantly Black 
communities filed consumer 
reports at a higher rate than 
predominantly White or Latino 
communities.” Beyond that, 
Black and Latino individuals 
have reported higher instances 
of fraud via payment methods 
that do not have refundable 
protections. Without a solution 
from the FTC, they remain at 
a loss—exacerbating income 
i n e q u a l i t y  f o r  c o n s u m e r s 
already working in traditionally 
marginalized communities.

Americans are increasingly 
turning to gig economy work 
t o  m a k e  u p  f o r  l o s s e s  t o 
i n c r e a s i n g  f r a u d ,  t o  k e e p 
up with rapid inf la t ion,  or 
simply to gain extra spending 
money.  In  fac t ,  Black  and 
Hispanic individuals are most 
l ikely to take up gig-work, 

compromising over  half  of 
workers in the industry. Nearly 
one-third of Hispanic adults 
have earned money through 
the gig economy, while over 
a quarter of African American 
adu l t s  have  ea rned  money 
through these platforms.

Despite this trend, Lina Khan 
has now turned her attention 
to gig economy workers, with 
the  commiss ion vowing to 
“use  i t s  fu l l  au thor i ty”  to 
inves t iga te  g ig  companies 
and worker practices. At an 
F T C  O p e n  M e e t i n g ,  a p p -
based  workers  warned  the 
Commission against pursuing 
u n n e c e s s a r y  l e g i s l a t i o n . 
Advocacy  g roups  l i ke  the 
U.S.  Hispanic  Chamber  of 
C o m m e r c e  a n d  N a t i o n a l 
LGBT Chamber of Commerce 
called on the FTC to consider 
tha t  these  apps  serve  as  a 
resource to members looking 
empower themselves through 
another income stream.

Ye t  t h e i r  p l e a s  w e n t 
u n c o n s i d e r e d ,  a n d  K h a n 
decided to release a policy 
statement giving the FTC the 
power to regulate the American 
l a b o r  m a r k e t  i n  t h e  f o r m 
of  gig-worker  regulat ion—
despite the fact that opposing 
Commissioners claimed the 
decis ion “meanders  in  and 

out of our jurisdiction into 
matters of employment law.” 
Once again, Khan prioritized 
her own agenda despite what 
Americans were telling her 
they needed on the ground. 
In  the  name of  ind iv idua l 
A m e r i c a n  w e l l b e i n g ,  t h i s 
trend cannot continue.

The Biden administrat ion 
claims its goal is to “lower 
costs and help entrepreneurs 
and small businesses thrive.” 
To  a c h i e v e  t h i s ,  t h e  F T C 
must  recommit  to  i t s  most 
f u n d a m e n t a l  p i l l a r :  t h e 
consumer welfare standard. 
T h i s  c o m m i t m e n t  w i l l 
e s p e c i a l l y  b e n e f i t  B l a c k 
Americans, who have become 
i n n o c e n t  b y s t a n d e r s  a s 

foolhardy legislation renders 
them even more vulnerable at 
the hands of scammers.

When Americans feel  the 
impact of thoughtful policy, 
they wil l  be vocal  in  their 
support. From gig-economy 
workers  to  smal l  bus iness 
owners to high level corporate 
e x e c u t i v e s — e v e r y  s i n g l e 
Amer i can  bene f i t s  f rom a 
vigorous FTC committed to 
protecting consumer interests. 

I t ’s  t i m e  t h a t  t h e  F T C 
r e c o m m i t  t o  t h e  d a y  t o 
day  needs  o f  consumers , 
r a t h e r  t h a n  d i s t a n t , 
t h e o re t i c a l  p o l i c y  i d e a l s 
that do nothing benefit lived 
experiences of Americans.

Federal Trade Commission Hindering 
Black Economic Achievement

JULIANNE MALVEAUX

Joe W. Bowers Jr. and Edward 
Henderson | California Black 
Media

A group of doctors 
h a v e  f i l e d  a 
lawsuit  against 
t h e  M e d i c a l 

Board of California to halt 
a  s ta te  requ irement  that 
mandates physicians study 

how implicit biases, including 
racial preconceptions, affect 
how they treat patients.

Assembly Bill (AB) 241, a 
law passed in 2019, requires 
m e d i c a l  p r o f e s s i o n a l s  t o 
study implicit bias as part of 
the 50 hours of continuing 
education required every two 

years for licenses.

The law states that “evidence 
of racial and ethnic disparities 
in health care are remarkably 
consistent,” noting that Black 
women  a r e  “ th r ee  t o  fou r 
times more likely than White 
women” to die from pregnancy-
related causes. Black patients 
“of ten  a re  p resc r ibed  l ess 

pain medication than White 

p a t i e n t s  w h o  p r e s e n t  t h e 

same complaints.”

Black pat ients  with heart 

symptoms are  re fer red  for 

a d v a n c e d  c a r d i o v a s c u l a r 

p r o c e d u r e s  l e s s  o f t e n 

t h a n  w h i t e  p a t i e n t s  w i t h 

the same symptoms.

The plaintiffs in the suit are 
Dr. Marilyn Singleton, a Black 
anesthesiologist, Dr. Azadeh 
Khatibi, an ophthalmologist, 
a n d  a  Vi r g i n i a  n o n p r o f i t 
called Do No Harm.

“I reject the unscientific 
accusation that people are 
defined by their race, not 
by their individual beliefs 

and choices,” Dr. Singleton 
wrote in a Washington Post 
opinion. “When we all took 
our oath  to  ‘ f i r s t ,  do  no 
h a r m ’ w e  m e a n t  i t ,  a n d 
we live it. I can’t imagine 
spending my entire career 
t h i n k i n g  m y  p e e r s  c a n ’ t 
uphold that  oath without 
constant racial reeducation.”

Doctors Sue California Medical Board 
to Halt Implicit Bias Training

By Ben Jealous 

“Spend your energy 
figuring out what’s 
the one thing that 
you can agree  on 

with a political foe,” Gen. 
Colin Powell told me years 
ago. “Figure that out and 
you can get a lot done.”

We’re seeing that  proven 
a c r o s s  t h e  M i d w e s t  f r o m 
Illinois to North Dakota where 
unlikely allies with different 
in te res t s  and  pe r spec t ives 
are joined in fighting against 
severa l  mul t i - s ta te  ca rbon 

dioxide pipelines proposed 
b y  h u g e  a g r i b u s i n e s s  a n d 
fossil fuels companies.

For some, it’s a simple as 
private companies trying to 
take private land that belongs 
t o  s o m e o n e  e l s e  t o  m a k e 
private profit for themselves. 
For others, the pipelines would 
extend our reliance on dirty 
fuels and prolong pollution 
from industrial farming and 
t h e  e t h a n o l  p r o d u c e r s  i t 
supplies.  Together they see 
the pipelines as unnecessary, 
destructive to precious land, 
and potentially dangerous.

“We  migh t  no t  ag r ee  on 
a  lot  of  things,  but  this  is 
something we will all oppose, 
these pipel ines,”  says Kim 
J u n c k e r ,  w h o  f a r m s  l a n d 
with her husband in Butler 
County, Iowa, that could be 
grabbed for what’s called the 
Navigator project. “We will 
lock arms on this one.”

J u n c k e r  c a l l s  h e r s e l f  a 
“constitutional conservative” 
and  exp la ins  he r  po l i t i ca l 
leanings and in her view those 
of many landowners simply: 
“We like our property rights 
and we like our freedom.”

E n v i r o n m e n t a l  a c t i v i s t s 
h a v e  s e e n  t h a t  o p p o s i n g 
pipelines demands the voice 
of the people who own land 
that they don’t want to sell 
to the developers.

For their part, landowners 
appreciate that environmental 
groups bring their organizing 
experience and their capacity 
to monitor the smallest details 
in the fight. One of the biggest 
c h a l l e n g e s  i s  f a r m e r s  a r e 
busy farming and can’t make 
opposition a full-time job.

Tim Baughman, who owns 
land with his sister in Crawford 
C o u n t y,  I o w a ,  t h a t  c o u l d 
be disrupted by the Summit 
pipel ine,  a t tended a  safety 
meeting with the developer 
las t  week;  the only reason 
he learned of the session was 
hearing about from a farmer 
in another part of the state. 
In turn, he does his best to 
keep two other landowners 
informed. They’re among nine 
in  the  county who haven’t 
signed voluntary easements 
for the pipeline to cross their 
land and are less connected 
to the digital world, he says.

More than 150 landowners 
now join weekly Zoom calls 
w i th  env i ronmen ta l i s t s  t o 
share information and strategy. 
One  ou tcome i s  tha t  more 
than  460  landowners  have 
filed to intervene when the 
Iowa Utilities Board holds its 
hearing in a few weeks over 

the Summit pipeline’s request 
to take land through eminent 
domain. That’s no small feat 
as Baughman’s own filing to 
intervene was 51 pages long.

Our system allows for the 
power of enough people to 
thwart the power of money, 
which the pipeline developers 
certainly have.  That’s  how 
opponents have managed to 
claim some big wins.

In North Dakota, the public 
service commission last week 
den ied  Summit  the  permi t 
i t  needs  to  move  forward , 
citing issues from impact on 
cu l tura l  s i t es  and  wi ld l i fe 
areas to property values; the 
company can reapply. In Iowa, 
the House of Representatives 
passed a bill that would have 
s i g n i f i c a n t l y  l i m i t e d  t h e 
pipelines’ ability to take land 
involuntarily with nearly two-

thirds of Democrats and 80 
pe rcen t  o f  Republ icans  in 
support (the bill unfortunately 
was killed in the state Senate).

To  r e a l l y  h a r n e s s  t h a t 
peop le  power,  we  need  to 
b u i l d  c o a l i t i o n s  t h a t  a r e 
uncomfortably large. That’s 
w h a t  p i p e l i n e  o p p o n e n t s 
have done. People who will 
question whether carbon is 
d a m a g i n g  t h e  c l i m a t e  a r e 
f i gh t i ng  a longs ide  peop l e 
who wil l  quest ion the role 
of biofuels in prolonging our 
fossil fuel addiction.

In a country that can feel 
so divided, there’s promise 
in that beyond the pipeline 
f ight .  As  Genera l  Powel l 
told me, “As you win one 
victory together, you might 
j u s t  d i s c o v e r  a l o n g  t h e 
way that there’s something 
else you agree on.”

Unlikely Allies and 
Uncomfortably 

Large Coalitions

Ben Jealous
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TV: Tuesday and Friday 8:30am

KTLN Total Living Network

Sunday School - 10:am
Morning worship - 11:00 am

Wednesday
Bible Discussion 	 7: pm
Come and Listen to Rev. Roy 
Northington, a gifted speaker, 
as he delivers the most pow-
erful and timely message of 
our day and age. Prepare to 
be changed. Expect to be 

changed

Sunday School -              10:00: am
Morning worship -            11:30 am
Wed Bible Class                 8:00 pm
Friday Prayer Service         8:00 pm

Rev. Keva L. McNeill, 
Pastor

A Story of 
Forgiveness

Lesson Text: Luke 15:11-24

Place: probably Rome

Time: A.D. 30

G o l d e n  Te x t :  “ T h i s  m y 

son was dead, and is alive 

again;  he  was los t ,  and is 

found” (Luke 15:24)

A man... had two sons; the 

contrast between his sons is 

the point of the parable. In 

Luke 15:12-20a, this section 

of the parable describes the 

actions of the younger son. 

He requested an unusual thing 

when he asked his father to 

give  him his  share of  the 

estate .  Normally an estate 

was not divided and given 

to the heirs until the father 

could no longer manage it 

well. This father acquiesced to 

his son's demand and gave him 

his share of the inheritance. 

The younger  son took that 

wealth,  went far away, and 

squandered it in wild living, 

involving himself presumably, 

as his older brother said, with 

prostitutes (see verse 30 of 

this text). The younger son, 

like many who are rebellious 

and immature, wanted to be 

free to live as he pleased, and 

he had to hit bottom before 

he came to his senses. It often 

takes great sorrow and tragedy 

to  cause people  to  look to 

the only One who can help 

them—Jesus. Are you trying 

to  l ive  l i fe  your  own way, 

selfishly pushing aside any 

responsibility or commitment 

that gets in your way? Stop and 

look before you hit bottom. 

You will  save yourself  and 

your family much grief. (Life 

Application Study Bible). The 

hearers  immediately would 

have begun to understand the 

point of the story. Jesus had 

been criticized for associating 

w i t h  s i n n e r s .  T h e  s i n n e r s 

were considered people who 

w e r e  f a r  a w a y  f r o m  G o d , 

squander ing  the i r  l ives  in 

riotous living. In contrast with 

the younger  son,  the  older 

son continued to remain with 

the father and did not engage 

in such practices. A famine 

occurred and the second son 

ran out of money so that he had 

to work for a foreigner feeding 

pigs, something detestable to 

a Jew. Perhaps the far country 

was east of the Sea of Galilee 

where Gentiles tended pigs 

(read Luke  8:26-37). In his 

h u n g e r  h e  l o n g e d  f o r  t h e 

pods—the food he  fed  the 

pigs. As a Jew, he could have 

stooped no lower. The pods 

were  probably carob pods, 

f rom t a l l  eve rg reen  ca rob 

trees.In this low condition, he 

came to his senses (see Luke 

15:17). He decided to go back 

to his father and work for him. 

Surely, he would be better off 

to work for his father than for 

a foreigner. He fully expected 

to be hired by his father as a 

servant, not to be taken back 

as his son.  In Luke 15:20b-

24, the parable describes the 

f a t h e r ' s  r e s p o n s e .  H e  h a d 

been waiting for his son to 

return, for while he was still 

a long way off ,  the father 

saw h im .  The  f a the r,  f u l l 

of compassion for  his son, 

ran to him, and hugged and 

kissed him. The father would 

not even listen to all of the 

young son's rehearsed speech. 

Instead,  the father  had  his 

servants prepare a banquet to 

celebrate the son's return. He 

gave the son a new position 

with a robe... a ring... and 

sandals.  Jesus intentionally 

used the banquet motif again. 

He  had  p rev ious ly  spoken 

of  a  banquet  to  symbol ize 

t h e  c o m i n g  k i n g d o m  ( s e e 

Luke  13 :29  and  a l so  r ead 

Luke 14:15-25). Jesus' hearers 

would have easi ly real ized 

the significance of this feast. 

Sinners (whom the young son 

symbol ized)  were  enter ing 

into the kingdom because they 

were coming to God.  They 

believed they needed to return 

to Him and be forgiven by 

Him. (The Bible Knowledge 

Commentary: An Exposition 

of the Scriptures by Dallas 

Seminary Faculty).

The  o lde r  b ro the r  f ound 

great difficulty in accepting 

h i s  younge r  b ro the r  when 

he returned, and it is just as 

difficult to accept "younger 

brothers and sisters" today. 

P e o p l e  w h o  r e p e n t  a f t e r 

leading notoriously sinful lives 

are often held in suspicion; 

c h u r c h e s  a r e  s o m e t i m e s 

unwill ing to admit them to 

m e m b e r s h i p .  I n s t e a d ,  w e 

should rejoice like the angels 

in heaven when an unbeliever 

repents and turns to God. Like 

the father, accept repentant 

sinners wholeheartedly and 

give  them the  suppor t  and 

encouragement that they need 

to grow in Christ.

( L i f e  A p p l i c a t i o n  S t u d y 

Bible). Remember, within just 

a few days, the younger son 

was on his way—indicating 

that  this  had been his plan 

when he had asked for  his 

inheritance in the first place. 

He packed all his belongings 

and traveled to a distant land. 

The young man apparent ly 

had wanted to live his own 

way, be his own master, get 

ou t  f rom under  the  ru l e s 

of his home and his father. 

Money was his ticket out, so 

he took it and ran.

I n  t h i s  d i s t a n t  l a n d ,  h e 

wasted all his money on wild 

living. But then his money 

ran out .  To make matters 

worse, a great famine swept 

over the land and the boy 

did not even have money for 

food. Remember, so the son 

returned home to his father, 

not knowing what to expect—

the best he could anticipate 

w a s  a  c o l d  s h o u l d e r ,  a 

halfhearted welcome,  or  a 

chance to be hired as a slave. 

The father, however, seemed 

to have cast his eyes on the 

hor izon  many  t imes  s ince 

his son had left, hoping one 

day  to  see  h im re tu rn ing . 

Finally, his father saw him 

coming  even while he was 

f a r  away.  The  f a the r  r an , 

embraced, and kissed his son. 

He was filled with love and 

compassion at the sight of his 

son who had come home.

( L i f e  A p p l i c a t i o n  N e w 

Te s t a m e n t  C o m m e n t a r y ) . 

Remember, forgive others!!! 

Be Blessed Saints!!!
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St. John Missionary 
Baptist Church

825 Newhall Street
Reverend Mervin Redmond, Pastor
San Francisco, CA 94124

(415) 826-5639 or 550-9324
Sunday

Sunday School 9:00 AM
Morning Worship 10:25 AM
Children’s Ministry 10:25 AM
Nurture for Baptist 6:15 PM

Wednesday
Prayer Services/Bible Study

Midday 11:30 AM
Evening 6:45 PM

Communion – 1st Sunday
For information about other activities

Call (415) 826-5639 or visit us at 
www.stjohnsf.org

ADOPTIONS
  

PREGNANT? CONSIDER-

ING ADOPTION? Call us 

first. Living expenses, hous-

ing, medical, and continued 

support afterwards. Choose 

adoptive family of your 

choice. Call 24/7.  1-877-

879-4709 (Cal-SCAN)

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Place these house ads spo-

radically throughout your 

classified sections to promote 

the network - Thank you!

 

DID YOU KNOW 7 IN 
10 Americans or 158 
million U.S. Adults 
read content from 
newspaper media 

each week? Discover 
the Power of News-

paper 
Advertising. For a free 

brochure call 916-288-

6011 or email cecelia@

cnpa.com   (Cal-SCAN)

 

DID YOU KNOW 144 mil-

lion U.S. Adults read a 

Newspaper print copy each 

week? Discover the Power 

of Newspaper Advertis-

ing. For a free brochure call 

916-288-6011 or email cece-

lia@cnpa.com   (Cal-SCAN)

  

EVERY BUSINESS has a 

story to tell! Get your mes-

sage out with California’s 

PRMedia Release – the 

only Press Release Service 

operated by the press to 

get press! For more info con-

tact Cecelia @ 916-288-6011 

or http://prmediarelease.

com/california (Cal-SCAN)

AUTOS WANTED
  

DONATE YOUR CAR, 

TRUCK OR BOAT TO HERI-

TAGE FOR THE BLIND. 

FREE 3 Day Vacation, Tax 

Deductible, Free Towing, All 

Paperwork Taken Care of. Call 

800-731-5042 (Cal-SCAN)

  

Got an older car, boat or RV? 

Do the humane thing. Donate 

it to the Humane Society. Call 

1- 800-743-1482 (Cal-SCAN)

  

GET CASH FOR 
CARS/TRUCKS!!! All 
Makes/Models 2000-
2016! Top $$$ Paid! 

Any Condition! Used 
or wrecked. Running 
or Not. Free Towing! 

Call For 
Offer: 1- 888-417-

9150. (Cal-SCAN)

AUTOS WANTED/LUXURY

KILL AD - DO NOT 
RUN

WANTED! Old Porsche 

356/911/912 for restoration 

by hobbyist 1948-1973 Only. 

Any condition, top $ paid 

707 965-9546  (Cal-SCAN)

CABLE/SATELLITE 
TV

  

Switch to DIRECTV. Lock 

in 2-Year Price Guarantee 

($50/month) w/AT&T Wire-

less. Over 145 Channels 

PLUS Popular Movie Net-

works for Three Months, 

No Cost! Call 1- 800-

385-9017 (Cal-SCAN)

  

DISH TV - BEST DEAL 

EVER! Only $39.99/mo. Plus 

$14.99/mo. Internet (where 

avail.) FREE Streaming. 

FREE Install (up to 6 rooms.) 

FREE HD-DVR. Call 1-

800-357-0810 (Cal-SCAN)

FINANCIAL SERVICES

  

SOCIAL SECURITY 
DISABILITY BEN-
EFITS. Unable to 

work? Denied ben-
efits? We Can Help! 
WIN or Pay Nothing! 
Contact Bill Gordon 

& Associates at 
1-800-

966-1904 to start your ap-

plication today! (Cal-SCAN)

H E A L T H / F I T N E S S

  

ELIMINATE CELLU-
LITE and Inches in 
weeks! All natural. 

Odor free. Works for 
men or women.  Free 
month supply on se-
lect packages. Order 

now! 844-703-
9774. (Cal-SCAN)

H E A L T H / M E D I C A L

NEW AD -   

OXYGEN - Anytime.  Any-

where.  No tanks to refill.  

No deliveries.  The  All-New 

Inogen One G4 is only 2.8 

pounds!  FAA approved! 

FREE info kit: 844-359-

3976. (Cal-SCAN)

  

VIAGRA and CIALIS US-

ERS! Cut your drug costs! 

SAVE $$! 50 Pills for $99.00. 

FREE Shipping! 100% 

Guaranteed and Discreet. 

CALL 1-800-624-9105 (Cal-

S C A N )

  

Stop OVERPAYING for 

your prescriptions! SAVE! 

Call our licensed Cana-

dian and International phar-

macy, compare prices and 

get $25.00 OFF your first 

prescription! CALL 1-800-

273-0209 Promo Code 

CDC201625. (Cal-SCAN)

  

Got Knee Pain? Back 

Pain? Shoulder Pain? Get 

a pain-relieving brace -little 

or NO cost to you. Medi-

care Patients Call Health 

Hotline Now! 1- 800-796-

5091 (Cal-SCAN)

 

HELP WANTED
  

Sales RepresentativCali-

fornia Trade Association 

located in Sacramento 

is seeking someone with 

strong knowledge for Ad-

vertising, print, digital and 

social media solutions, 

great with detail, an amaz-

ing attitude, and a passion 

for selling content and in-

tegrated partnerships. 3-5 

years experience a plus. 

We offer a competitive 

base salary, commission 

and bonus plan, along with 

great benefit package. 

Email Resume and Sal-

ary History to jobs@cnpa.

com. EOE (Cal-SCAN)

HOME SECURITY

  

Protect your home with 

fully customizable secu-

rity and 24/7 monitoring 

right from your smartphone. 

Receive up to $1500 in 

equipment, free (restrictions

 apply). Call 1-800-

918-4119 (Cal-SCAN)

 

INSURANCE/HEALTH
  

Lowest Prices on Health 

& Dental Insurance. We 

have the best rates from 

top companies! Call Now! 

888-989-4807. (Cal-SCAN)

LAND FOR SALE/

OUT OF STATNEW 

AD -   WEEK OF 01/15

NORTHERN AZ WIL-
DERNESS RANCH 

$236 MONTH - Quiet 
& secluded 37 acre 

off the grid self-suffi-
ciency ranch bor-

dering 640 wooded 
acres of State Trust 

lands at cool clear 6,200’ 

elevation. Minutes from his-

toric pioneer town & fish-

ing lake. True wilderness 

with free roaming wildlife, 

no urban noise & dark 

sky nights. Blend of ever-

green woodlands & grassy 

meadows with sweeping 

views across surround-

ing uninhabited wilderness 

mountains and valleys. 

Abundant groundwater, 

rich loam garden soil & 

maintained road access. 

Camping and RV use ok. 

$27,500, $2,750 dn. with no 

qualifying seller financing. 

FREE BROCHURE with 

additional property descrip-

tions, prices, photos, topo 

map, weather chart, area 

info. 1st United Realty 

800.966.6690. (Cal-SCAN) 

LEGAL SERVICES
  

Xarelto users have you had 

complications due to inter-

nal bleeding (after Janu-

ary 2012)? If so, you MAY 

be due financial compen-

sation. If you don’t have 

an attorney, CALL In-

juryfone today! 1-800-

425-4701. (Cal-SCAN)

Under Legal Services - 

e .

  

 

DID YOU KNOW Infor-

mation is power and con-

tent is King? Do you need 

timely access to public no-

tices and remain relevant 

in today’s hostile business 

climate? Gain the edge 

with California Newspaper 

Publishers Association new 

innovative website capub-

licnotice.com and check 

out the FREE One-Month 

Trial Smart Search Fea-

ture. For more informa-

tion call Cecelia @ (916) 

288-6011 or www.capub-

licnotice.com (Cal-SCAN)

 

MEDICAL SUPPLIES/
EQUIPMENT

  

Safe Step Walk-In Tub! 

Alert for Seniors. Bath-

room falls can be fatal. Ap-

proved by Arthritis Founda-

tion. Therapeutic Jets. Less 

Than 4 Inch Step-In. Wide 

Door. Anti-Slip Floors. Ameri-

can Made. Installation In-

cluded. Call 800-799-4811 

for $750 Off. (Cal-SCAN)

MISCELLANEOUS
  SAWMILLS from only 

$4397.00- MAKE & SAVE 

MONEY with your own 

bandmill- Cut lumber any 

dimension. In stock ready to 

ship! FREE Info/DVD: 

www.NorwoodSawmi l l s .

com 1-800-578-1363 

Ext.300N (Cal-SCAN)

MISCELLANEOUS 
FOR SAL  

HOME BREAK-INS take 

less than 60 SECONDS. 

Don’t wait!  Protect your 

family, your home, your as-

sets NOW for as little as 

70¢ a day! Call 855-404-

7601(Cal-SCAN)
PERSONALS-ADULT
  

Meet singles right now! No 

paid operators, just real 

people like you. Browse 

greetings, exchange mes-

sages and connect live. 

Try it free. Call now: 800-

945-3392. (Cal-SCAN)

REAL ESTATPlace this house 

ad under Real Estate & Run 

e - Thank you!

 

  

DID YOU KNOW Informa-

tion is power and content is 

King? Do you need timely 

access to public notices 

and remain relevant in to-

day’s highly competitive 

market? Gain an edge 

with California Newspa-

per Publishers Associa-

tion new innovative website 

capublicnotice.com and 

check out the Smart Search 

Feature. For more informa-

tion call Cecelia @ (916) 

288-6011 or www.capub-

licnotice.com (Cal-SCAN)

SENIOR LIVING

  

A PLACE FOR MOM. 
The nation’s largest 
senior living referral 
service. Contact our 
trusted,local experts 
today! Our service is 
FREE/no obligation. 

CALL 1-
800-550-4822. (Cal-SCAN)

TAX SERVICES

  

Do you owe over $10,000 

to the IRS or State in back 

taxes?  Our firm works to 

reduce the tax bill or zero 

it out completely FAST. 

Call now 855-993-5796 

( C a l - S C A N )
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Ogletree
Continued from page 1

In  2001 ,  he  rece ived  the 
Char les  Hamil ton  Houston 
Medallion of Merit from the 
Washington Bar Association.

Then, in 2010, he was inducted 
into the WBA Hall of Fame.

In a news release, the NBA 
remarked that Ogletree was 
known fo r  h i s  men to r sh ip 
a n d  s e r v i c e ,  i n  w h i c h  h e 
emphasized the need to use 
the law as “an instrument of 
social and political change” 
a n d  “ a  t o o l  t o  e m p o w e r 
t h e  d i s p o s s e s s e d  a n d 
disenfranchised.”

“Pro fe s so r  Og le t r ee  was 
a n  i n v a l u a b l e  m e m b e r 
o f  o u r  A s s o c i a t i o n , ” 

s a i d  N B A  P r e s i d e n t 

Dominique D. Calhoun.

“His contributions toward 

the profession and efforts to 

advance reparations for our 

people left an indelible mark 

on the conscience of America 

for generations to come.”

Calhoun called Ogletree a 

visionary leader and vowed 

t h a t  t h e  B a r  A s s o c i a t i o n 

would continue strides toward 

justice and equality.”

O g l e t r e e ’s  w o r k  m a i n l y 

centered around race, class, 

and criminal justice.

He served as the lead counsel 

to Anita Hill during her sexual 

harassment allegations against 

Clarence Thomas, then a U.S. 

Supreme Court nominee.

His involvement provided 
l e g a l  c o u n s e l  a n d  h e l p e d 
Hill devise a media strategy, 
including a news conference 
to announce her successful 
lie detector test.

Ogletree credited much of 
his professional success to the 
opportunities afforded him due 
to the Supreme Court decision 
Brown v. Board of Education, 
which found segregated public 
schools unconstitutional.

H e  o rg a n i z e d  H a r v a r d ’s 
Cr iminal  Jus t ice  Ins t i tu te , 
e s t a b l i s h i n g  t h e  C h a r l e s 
Hamilton Houston Institute 
f o r  R a c e  a n d  J u s t i c e  a n d 
co-chairing the Reparations 
Coordinating Committee.

Many recounted how strongly 
he believed in using the law 

as a catalyst for social and 

political change, advocating 

f o r  t h e  e m p o w e r m e n t  o f 

marginalized communities.

He led efforts to improve 

clinical training in public and 

indigent defense.

By establishing Harvard’s 

Cr iminal  Jus t ice  Ins t i tu te , 

Ogletree paved the way for 

s t u d e n t s  t o  g a i n  v a l u a b l e 

e x p e r i e n c e  i n  B o s t o n ’ s 

juvenile and district courts.

Add i t i ona l l y,  he  c r ea t ed 

t h e  S a t u r d a y  S c h o o l 

program, support ing Black 

s t u d e n t s  o n  H a r v a r d ’ s 

predominantly white campus.

T h e  p r o g r a m  f e a t u r e d 

several influential speakers, 

i n c l u d i n g  t h e  R e v.  J e s s e 

Jackson, philosopher and now 
presidential candidate Cornel 
West, and actor Danny Glover.

One notable attendee of the 
Saturday School was Barack 
O b a m a ,  w h o  c o n s i d e r e d 
Ogletree a mentor and sought 
his advice frequently,  even 
during his presidency.

“ M i c h e l l e  a n d  I  a r e 
hea r tb roken  to  hea r  abou t 
t h e  p a s s i n g  o f  o u r  f r i e n d 
Charles  Ogletree. ,”  Obama 
said in a statement.

“He took time on weekends 
t o  r u n  s o m e t h i n g  c a l l e d 
‘Saturday School” for Black 
students who didn’t necessarily 
have the support systems at 
home to get them through the 
diff icul t  f i rs t  years  of  law 
school,” Obama recalled.

The former president noted 

that the school had become 

so popular that students from 

e v e r y  b a c k g r o u n d  b e g a n 

showing up to hear Ogletree 

explain subjects in a way they 

all could understand.

“It was an example of the kind 

of person Charles has always 

been unfailingly helpful, and 

driven by a genuine concern 

for others,” Obama asserted.

“He was  an  advocate  for 

social justice, an incredible 

professor,  and a  mentor  to 

many – including us.”

Ogletree is survived by his 

wife, Pamela Barnes, and his 

children, Charles Ogletree 

III and Rashida Ogletree.

responsible action to ensure 

public safety. The best way to 

start is to declare that we are in 

a public safety emergency.”In 

February, Oaklanders launched 

a Change.org petition to recall 

Price. As of Aug. 4, 24,504 

people  had  s igned  i t .  Two 

weeks,  ago a spokesperson 

f r o m  P r i c e  r e s p o n d e d  t o 

Adams’ and Jackson’s letter. 

“We are disappointed that a 

great African American pastor 

and a great African American 

organiza t ion  would  take  a 

fa lse  narra t ive  on  such an 

important matter. We would 

e x p e c t  m o r e  f r o m  B i s h o p 

Bob Jackson and the Oakland 

Chapter of the NAACP,” said 

Price’s representative.

According to the Oakland 

Police Department, homicides 

are up 80% compared to 2019 

( p r e - p a n d e m i c )  n u m b e r s . 

There have also been sharp 

spikes in assaults (40%) and 

robberies  (20%).When you 

c o m p a r e  c r i m e  r a t e s  t h i s 

y e a r  t o  l a s t  y e a r,  v i o l e n t 

Crime has increased by 15%; 

burglaries re up nearly 40% 

and vehic le  thef t  i s  up  by 

more than 50%. The Oakland 

branch of the NAACP also 

points that Blacks have been 

victimized most by the surge 

in crimes.“African Americans 

a r e  d i sp ropor t iona t e ly  h i t 

the hardest by crime in East 

Oakland and other parts of 

the city. But residents from 

al l  parts  of  the ci ty  report 

that  they do not  feel  safe . 

Everyone is in danger,” the 

letter explained. Women have 

been beaten and robbed by 

youths; Asian Americans have 

been assaulted in Chinatown; 

physical aggression has been 

used against street vendors; 

and cameras have been stolen 

from news crews working in 

the field; and utility crews are 

now required to have private 

security, the letter asserts.

Last week, after a request 

from Oakland Mayor Sheng 

Thao,  Gov. Gavin Newsom 

agreed to send the California 

Highway Patrol and automatic 

license plate readers to assist 

l o c a l  l a w  e n f o r c e m e n t  i n 

their  f ight against  crime.“I 

am commi t t ed  to  work ing 

with community partners and 

ac ros s  agenc i e s  t o  ensu re 

we are doing everything we 

can to both prevent violence 

and hold people accountable 

for carrying out crime in our 

city,” Thao said in a statement.

On Aug.  3 ,  Oakland City 

C o u n c i l m e m b e r  K e v i n 

J e n k i n s ,  w h o  r e p r e s e n t s 

District 6, one of the areas 

in the city most affected by 

the crime spike thanked Thao 

and the governor. “I applaud 

@ M a y o r S h e n g T h a o  f o r 

working with @CAgovernor 

to get Automatic License Plate 

Readers. I am committed to 

#TechforSafety in Oakland,” 

he  pos t ed  on  X ,  fo rmer ly 

known as Twitter. On July 27, 

Price and the Oakland police 

held a public safety meeting 

a t  Mon tc l a i r  P r e sby t e r i an 

Church. Frustrated residents at 

the meeting complained about 

the violence, brazen robberies 

in  broad dayl ight ,  assaul ts 

on the elderly, and the low 

prosecution and conviction 

rates of people who commit 

crimes. “As lawyers we have 

to follow the law,” Price told 

people in the audience who 

questioned her about criminals 

receiving lenient sentences. 

“The  commiss ion  in  2017 

i ssued a  repor t  tha t  was  a 

commission set up by Gov. 

(Gavin) Newsom to look for 

the first time in decades at 

our sentencing structure. They 

recommend that we stop using 

enhancements the way that we 

have done consistently,” Price 

cont inued.  But  Adams and 

Jackson insist that authorities 

should  dec la re  “a  s ta te  o f 

emergency” in Oakland. 

“ We  n e e d  o u r  e l e c t e d 

leaders to take responsible 

a c t i o n  t o  e n s u r e  p u b l i c 

safety,” they wrote.

Oakland D.A.
Continued from page 1

increase prison sentences to 25 
years to life. The trafficking 
of minors currently carries a 
prison term for up to 12 years, 
or 15 years to life.

On June 11, the Democratic 
majority on the Public Safety 
c o m m i t t e e  u n a n i m o u s l y 
abstained from voting on the 
b i l l .  The  commi t tee ’s  two 
Republican members voted 
for i t .  The bil l’s  fai lure to 
advance from the committee 
drew national attention and 
s h a r p  c o n d e m n a t i o n  f r o m 
conservative groups.

“After passing the Senate 
with a unanimous, bipartisan 
vote, I had hoped Democrats 
o n  t h e  A s s e m b l y  P u b l i c 
Sa fe ty  Commi t t ee ,  l ed  by 
Assemblyman Reggie Jones-
Sawyer, would agree to make 
sex trafficking of a minor a 

serious felony. I am profoundly 
disappointed that committee 
Democra t s  cou ldn ’ t  b r i ng 
themse lves  to  suppor t  the 
bill, with their stubborn and 
misguided objection to any 
penalty increase regardless 
of how heinous the crime,” 
Grove  sa id  in  a  s t a tement 
a f t e r  t he  commi t t e e  vo t e . 
“ H u m a n  t r a f f i c k i n g  o f 
children is a growing tragedy 
that disproportionately targets 
minority girls, and California 
is  a  hotbed because of  our 
lenient penalties.”

Tw o  d a y s  a f t e r  S B  1 4 
fai led in the Public  Safety 
committee, it passed with a 6-0 
vote. California Legislative 
B l a c k  C a u c u s  m e m b e r s 
Assemblymembers Mia Bonta 
(D-Alameda)  and Major i ty 
Leader Assemblyman Isaac 
Bryan  (D-Ladera  Heigh ts ) 
abstained from voting.

In a statement sent to CBM, 

Grove who has been the main 
champion of SB 14, addressed 
t h e  t h r e a t s  a n d  s a i d  s u c h 
a t t acks  aga ins t  l awmakers 
should be taken seriously.

“It can be a felony offense 
to threaten public officials 
i n  C a l i f o r n i a .  I  u rg e  a n y 
l e g i s l a t i v e  m e m b e r  w h o 
h a s  r e c e i v e d  a  t h r e a t  t o 
contac t  the  Capi to l  po l ice 
immediately so that an

investigation can take place 
a n d  t h o s e  m a k i n g  t h r e a t s 
c a n  b e  h e l d  r e s p o n s i b l e 
f o r  t h e i r  a b h o r r e n t 
actions,” Grove wrote.

C a l i f o r n i a  A s s e m b l y 
M i n o r i t y  L e a d e r  J a m e s 
Gallagher (R-Yuba City),  a 
strong supporter  of  SB 14, 
a l so  condemned  the  dea th 
th rea t s  and  ha te  messages 
and expressed his concerns 
a b o u t  t h e  a t t a c k s  l e v e l e d 
a t  h i s  c o l l e a g u e s  f r o m 
across the aisle.

“ We  n e e d  t o  g e t  t o  a 
place where we can have a 
difference of opinion without 
the threat of violence…on any 
level,” Gallagher posted on X 
– formerly known as Twitter.

Jones  ha s  s t a t ed  t ha t  he 
is committed to ending sex 
t r a f f i c k i n g  i n  C a l i f o r n i a , 
b u t  h e  w a n t s  t o  i m p r o v e 
Grove’s bill  so that it  does 
n o t  j u s t  r e s u l t  i n  m o r e 
inca rce ra t ion ,  cons ide r ing 
that some of the offenders are 
victims themselves.

In the Legislature,  Jones-
S a w y e r  h a s  a l s o  b e e n  a 
vocal  supporter  of  shif t ing 
t h e  f o c u s  o f  C a l i f o r n i a ’s 
criminal justice system from 
incarceration to rehabilitation. 
In California,  Blacks make 
up under 6% of the state’s 
populat ion but  account  for 
nearly 30% of prison inmates, 
according to the Public Policy 
Institute of California.

Grayson  i s  one  o f  t hose 
v ic t im-offender s  who  was 
trafficked as a child but ended 
up spending 17 years behind 
bars.  Born in Los Angeles, 
Grayson said she grew up in 
22  d i fferent  fos ter  homes , 
going through one abusive 
experience after another.

Now, she is the statewide 
coord ina tor  fo r  the  Young 
Women’s  Freedom Center, 
S i s t e r  Wa r r i o r ’s  F r e e d o m 
C o a l i t i o n ,  a  c o a l i t i o n 
o f  fo rmer ly  and  cu r ren t ly 
incarcerated women.

Since her release from prison 
in 2015,  Grayson has been 
politically active. She worked 
on California Assembly Bill 
(AB) 124, which was signed 
b y  G o v.  G a v i n  N e w s o m 
i n  2 0 2 1 .  T h e  b i l l  c r e a t e s 
a  channel  for  survivors  of 
human trafficking to request a 
reduced prison sentence.

“(Grayson) broke my heart. 

S h e  t o l d  u s  a b o u t  b e i n g 
t r a f f i c k e d  a n d  t h e n  s h e 
became a  t raff icker.  When 
she got caught, they put her 
in jail,” Jones Sawyer said. 
“Nobody ever gave her any 
counse l ing  or  found  her  a 
safe place where she could 
go. They didn’t have that 20 
years ago. She was not only 
victimized by the trafficker, 
but she was criminalized by 
our criminal justice system.”

When the state legislature 
reconvenes on Aug. 14, the 
A s s e m b l y  A p p r o p r i a t i o n s 
C o m m i t t e e  c o u l d  h o l d 
a  h e a r i n g  o n  S B  1 4  a s 
early as Aug. 16.

J o n e s - S a w y e r  s a y s  h e 
h o p e s  m e m b e r s  o f  t h a t 
committee can examine the 
legislation without attracting 
the  a t tacks  he  and other 
members of the Public Safety 
committee had to endure.

Death Threats
Continued from page 1

Joe W. Bowers Jr. and Edward 
Henderson | California Black 
Media

Te n a n t s ’ r i g h t s 
a d v o c a t e s 
b e l i e v e  t h a t 
renters in some 

o f  A l a m e d a  C o u n t y ’ s 

u n i n c o r p o r a t e d  a r e a s 

need housing protections. 

Those  p laces  inc lude  the 

a re a  f o r m e r l y  k n o w n  a s 

“ E d e n  To w n s h i p ”  w h e re 

Hayward and San Leandro 

are currently located.

A new report released by My 

Eden Voice, a coalition of East 

Bay housing organizat ions 

in collaboration with other 

advoca t e s ,  s heds  l i gh t  on 

injustices renters in Alameda 

County’s urban unincorporated 

areas face daily.

It includes four key findings:

Ren te r s  f ace  widesp read 

and severe habitability issues, 

t h r e a t e n i n g  t h e  h e a l t h  o f 

families. Rents in the Eden 

Area are rising, leaving long-

term residents in fear of losing 

t h e i r  h o m e s .  W h e n  f a c e d 

with verbal harassment, many 

tenants self-evict. And families 

living in single-family homes 

are left out of protections from 

state regulations.

T h e  r e p o r t  a l s o  l i s t s 

recommendations to alleviate 

these issues. A proactive rental 

inspection program, local just 

cause protections, increasing 

legal aid funding to reduce 

wait times, a rental registry 

to enforce tenant protections, 

establishing a rent board to 

e n f o r c e  e x i s t i n g  l a w,  a n d 

enacting a strong local rent 

stabilization policy.

Accord ing  to  the  r epor t , 

E d e n  c o m m u n i t i e s  h a v e 

a n  1 8 %  p o v e r t y  r a t e  a n d 

over  61% of  people  in  the 

urban unincorporated areas 

a r e  B l a c k ,  I n d i g e n o u s , 

or people of color.

“ W e  a r e  a w a r e  t h a t 

t h e  c o n d i t i o n s  i n  t h e 

unincorporated area have 

b e e n  a  g re a t  c o n c e r n  t o 

the community,” Alameda 

County’s housing director 

M i c h e l l e  S t a r r a t t  t o l d 

t h e  E a s t  B a y  T i m e s . 

“ T h e s e  a r e  e x a c t l y  t h e 

concerns we’ve heard.”

Report Details Injustices Some 
Renters in Alameda Face
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Tory Lanez Receives 10 Year 
Prison Sentence for Shooting 

Megan Thee Stallion

Tory Lanez

Gov. Newsom and Gov. 
DeSantis to Faceoff in 

Televised Debate

By Stacy M. Brown

Af t e r  a  s e r i e s 
of delays, legal 
m a n e u v e r s , 
and tumultuous 

proceedings that have stirred 
c o n t r o v e r s y  w i t h i n  a n d 
beyond hip-hop, a California 
judge has sentenced rapper 
To r y  L a n e z  t o  1 0  y e a r s 
i n  p r i s o n  f o r  s h o o t i n g 
Megan Thee Stallion.

T h e  s e n t e n c i n g  c o m e s 
after a Los Angeles jury, in 
December, found Lanez guilty 
of  al l  three charges l inked 
to  the  Ju ly  2020  shoot ing 
in Hollywood Hills.

Lanez ,  w ho  p l eaded  no t 

g u i l t y,  w a s  c o n v i c t e d  o f 
assault with a semi-automatic 
f i r e a r m ,  p o s s e s s i o n  o f  a 
loaded unregistered firearm 
within a vehicle, and reckless 
discharge of a firearm.

Megan Thee Stallion, whose 
real name is Megan Pete, had 
accused Lanez of shooting her 
in after they exited an SUV 
they’d been traveling in.

Los Angeles County District 
Attorney George Gascón said 
s ince  the  shoo t ing ,  Lanez 
h a d  r e p e a t e d l y  t r i e d  t o 
intimidate Megan.

“Through  t he  pa s t  t h r ee 
years, [Lanez] engaged in a 
consistent pattern of behavior 
a i m e d  a t  i n t i m i d a t i n g 

[Stallion], muzzling her, and 
obstructing her from defending 
herself and sharing her version 
of events,” Gascón said.

“Despite enduring physical 
violence, verbal assaults, and 
endeavors to publicly disgrace 
her, she exhibited remarkable 
s t rength by recounting the 
events of that pivotal night to 
both the jury and the world.”

The district attorney added 
tha t  he’s  hopeful  Megan’s 
courage would inspire others 
who confront  violence and 
hesitate to come forward.

“Numerous individuals in 
our community confront acts 
o f  v io lence  f rom those  in 
close proximity every day, 

often feeling powerless to 
come forward,” he stated.

“ I  t ru s t  t ha t  [S ta l l i on ’s ] 
bravery will kindle a sense of 
optimism for those grappling 
with helplessness.”

H e  a l s o  r e a d  a 
statement issued by Megan.

“Every day I think of others 
ac ros s  t he  wor ld  who  a r e 
v i c t i m s  o f  v i o l e n c e  a n d 
survive,” the multiple Grammy 
award-winning artist stated.

“It is truly the most powerless 
feeling, especially when you 
question whether the justice 
system can truly protect you.

“For tunate ly,  the  d is t r ic t 
attorney’s office fought for 

me. I’m incredibly grateful 

to them and the jury for the 

a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  e v i d e n c e 

and  s id ing  wi th  the  t ru th . 

But if it can happen to me, 

i m a g i n e  t h o s e  w h o  l a c k 

the  resources  and  suppor t 

systems to help them.”

L a n e z  h a s  v o w e d  t o 

appeal his conviction.

Joe W. Bowers Jr. and Edward 

Henderson | California Black 

Media

La s t  w e e k , 
F l o r i d a  G o v . 
R o n  D e S a n t i s 
r e s p o n d e d  t o 

a  d e b a t e  c h a l l e n g e  f ro m 

G o v .  G a v i n  N e w s o m . 

T h e s e  t w o  p o l i t i c i a n s 

h a v e  b e e n  d i a m e t r i c a l l y 

opposed on various issues 

ranging from immigration 

reform to COVID-19.

During an appearance on 

Sean  Hann i ty ’s  Fox  News 

s h o w,  D e S a n t i s  a c c e p t e d 

the debate challenge saying 

“absolutely, I’m game. Let’s 

get it done. Just tell me when 

and where. We’ll do it.”

Newsom proposed holding 

the debate on Nov. 8 or 10 

in Nevada, Georgia or North 

Carolina. The debate would 

b e  b r o a d c a s t  l i v e  d u r i n g 

a  9 0 - m i n u t e  s e g m e n t  o n 

F o x  N e w s  a n d  w o u l d  n o t 

have a live audience.

It would be moderated by 

Hannity and each governor 

will have 90 seconds to answer 

alternating questions. Each 

p a r t i c i p a n t  w i l l  a l s o  b e 

allowed up to four minutes 

for opening remarks and two 

minutes for closing remarks.


