
Gov. Newsom Names 
Black Woman, Laphonza 

Butler, to Succeed     
Sen. Dianne Feinstein

Antonio Ray Harvey | California 
Black Media

Go v .  G a v i n 
N e w s o m  h a s 
a n n o u n c e d 
that his choice 

to succeed U.S. Sen. Dianne 
Feinstein, who passed away 
on Sept .  29 ,  i s  Laphonza 
Butler, a labor leader and 
the president of  EMILY’s 
List  –  the country’s  most 
e x t e n s i v e  r e s o u r c e  f o r 
women in politics.

“As we mourn the enormous 
loss of Senator Feinstein, the 
ve ry  f r eedoms  she  fough t 
for — reproductive freedom, 
equal protection, and safety 
from gun violence — have 
n e v e r  b e e n  u n d e r  g r e a t e r 
assault. Laphonza will carry 
t h e  b a t o n  l e f t  b y  S e n a t o r 
Feinstein, continue to break 
glass ceilings, and fight for 
all Californians in Washington 
D . C . , ”  s a i d  N e w s o m  i n  a 
statement released Oct. 1.

But le r  wi l l  make  h i s to ry 
as California’s first  openly 
LGBTQ+ U.S Senator and the 

first Black lesbian to openly 
serve in the U.S. Congress. She 
will join 47 other Democrats 
and three independents who 
caucus with the Democrats in 
the Senate for the remainder of 
Feinstein’s term, which ends 
in December 2024.

“An advocate  for  women 
and girls, a second-generation 
fighter for working people, 
and a trusted adviser to Vice 

President Harris,  Laphonza 
Butler represents the best of 
California, and she’ll represent 
us proudly in the United States 
Senate,” Newsom stated.

A s s e m b l y m e m b e r  M i k e 
Gipson (D-Carson), a member 
of the California Legislative 
Black Caucus (CLBC), says he 
is proud of Newsom’s choice.

Continued on page 3

Laphonza Butler raises her right hand with her 
wife, Neneki Lee, looking on as Vice President 

Kamala Harris recites the oath of office during her 
swearing-in ceremony

Rest in Power: 
California Black 

Leaders Pay Tribute to 
Sen. Dianne Feinstein

Antonio Ray Harvey| California 
Black Media

Co n d o l e n c e s 
a n d  t r i b u t e s 
poured in from 
C a l i f o r n i a ’ s 

B l a c k  c o m m u n i t y  a f t e r 
t h e  p a s s i n g  o f  U . S . 
S e n .  D i a n n e  F e i n s t e i n . 
L a w m a k e r s ,  b u s i n e s s 
leaders, and political service 
organizations expressed their 
condolences and sympathy to 
family,  fr iends ,  and staff 
of U.S. Sen. Feinstein, 90, 
who died of natural causes 
i n  Wa s h i n g t o n ,  D . C . ,  o n 
Sept .  28.  On Friday,  in  a 
s t a t e m e n t ,  L o s  A n g e l e s 
Mayor Karen Bass said, “In 
Senator Feinstein’s honor, I 
am directing the flags flying 
at all  City facil it ies to be 
lowered to half-staff.”

“I am saddened by the passing 
of Senator Dianne Feinstein, 
o n e  o f  o u r  n a t i o n ’s  g r e a t 
leaders and someone I  was 
blessed to call a colleague and 
friend,” added Bass. “Senator 
Feinstein was a  t ra i lblazer 
on  whose  shoulders  I ,  and 

women in elected office all 
across America, will always 
stand. She worked harder than 
anyone I knew on Capitol Hill, 
and she will be remembered 
as one of the most effective 
and  impac t fu l  Sena to r s  in 
American history.”

Feinstein made history as the 
first woman elected to the U.S. 
Senate from California. She 
served over three decades in 

the upper chamber of the U.S. 
Congress and was the oldest 
lawmaker on Capitol Hill.

“California lost a trailblazer 
and  a  g i an t  t oday, ”  wro te 
Rep .  Ba rba ra  Lee  (D-CA-
12). “Senator Feinstein broke 
glass ceilings for women in 
politics and fought fearlessly 
for  safer  communit ies  f ree 

Continued on page 4

Feinstein made history as the first woman elected to 
the U.S. Senate from California. She served over three 
decades in the upper chamber of the U.S. Congress and 

was the oldest lawmaker on Capitol Hill.

State Supt. Of 
Public Instruction                
Tony Thurmond 

Declares Candidacy for 
Governor of California

Antonio Ray Harvey, Tanu 
Henry and Joe W. Bowers Jr. | 
California Black Media

On  S e p t .  2 6 , 
C a l i f o r n i a 
Superintendent 
o f  P u b l i c 

I n s t r u c t i o n  ( S P I )  To n y 
Thurmond released a video 
announcing that he is running 
for governor in 2026.

In  the  v ideo ,  Thurmond , 
5 5 ,  s a i d  h i s  c a n d i d a c y 
is “about people.”

“California has had a lot of 
governors,” Thurmond states 
i n  t he  in t roduc t ion  o f  h i s 
announcement. “My story is 
nothing like theirs.”

“I didn’t come from money, 
p o w e r  o r  i n f l u e n c e , ”  h e 
continued. “Mom emigrated 
from Panama and became a 
classroom teacher, but died 
when I was six years old. My 
dad served the nation but left 
us after the Vietnam war.”

R a i s e d  b y  h i s  m o t h e r ’s 
c o u s i n ,  T h u r m o n d ,  w h o 
represented Richmond in the 
State Legislature from 2014 
to  2018 ,  sha red  t he  many 
lessons he learned from his 
childhood -- about the value 

of hard work, pushing through 
adverse  c i rcumstances  and 
focusing on success.

Also in the race for governor 
are Lt. Gov. Eleni Kounilakis 
and former California state 
Controller Betty Yee.

In a social media post, the Democrat wrote: "I didn’t 
come from money, power, or influence. I'm running 

for Governor to be a voice for those who need one — 
because California may be working for millionaires 
and billionaires but for the rest of California —  we 

need real change."

Oa k l a n d ,  C A -
The California 
Highway Patrol 
“ C H P ”  h a s 

agreed to a $ 7 million dollar 
settlement for the families 
of Erik Salgado, including 
h is  daughter and mother 
a n d  B r i e a n n a  C o l o m b o , 
then girlfriend and also a 
shooting victim. 

O n  J u n e  2 ,  2 0 2 0 ,  E r i k 
Salgado and Brianna Colombo 
w e r e  t r a v e l i n g  i n  a  r e d 
Dodge Charger that had been 
stolen from a San Leandro 
car dealership several weeks 
before .   At  approx imate ly 
10:30 p.m., Erik and Brianna 
parked the car in the vicinity 
of 94th and Cherry, which was 
near Erik’s mother ’s house. 
As they were about to leave, 
go ing  sou th ,  an  unmarked 
police car slowly approached 
them from the  f ront  going 
north, and at the same time, 
one or more police cars were 
approaching them from behind 
going south. Erik tried to pass 

the car in front but slightly 
bumped it .  He immediately 
backed  up  and  h i t  the  ca r 
behind, and as he attempted 
to straighten up an unnamed 
off icer  s tanding outside of 
his car, but in front of Erik’s 
car,  without warning, f ired 
his gun into the front window 
of  Erik’s car,  immediately 
striking and perhaps killing 
him.  Within moments, two 
other unnamed officers were 
also standing outside of their 
cars but on the passenger and 

driver sides of  Erik’s car, with 
each unleashing a barrage of 
gunfire, shooting as many as 
40 t imes into the car.  Erik 
was  h i t  over  18 t imes  and 
Brianna 3 times.  Other than 
yelling to turn the engine off, 
no other efforts were made to 
communicate with Erik and 
Brianna before the shooting. 
The officers gave no explicit 
warning they would shoot . 
Neither Erik nor Brianna were 

Continued on page 3

Civil Rights Attorney John Burris 
Announces a Seven Million 

Dollar Settlement Against CHP 
Offi cers In The 2020 Shooting 

Death Of Unarmed Erik Salgado

Erik SalgadoAttorney John Burris
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Zoleka Mandela, Advocate 
for Cancer Awareness and 

Road Safety, Dies at 43
By Stacy M. Brown, NNPA 
Newswire Senior National 
Correspondent

Ac c o r d i n g 
t o  a  f a m i l y 
s p o k e s p e r s o n , 
Z o l e k a 

Mandela, the granddaughter 
of South Africa’s inaugural 
d e m o c r a t i c a l l y  e l e c t e d 
President and global icon 
Nelson Mandela, succumbed 
to cancer at the age of 43.

R e c e n t l y ,  t h e  y o u n g e r 
M a n d e l a  h a s  g a r n e r e d 
recogni t ion for  her  candid 
accounts of her battle with 
cancer,  offering a poignant 
ins igh t  in to  he r  t r ea tmen t 
j o u r n e y.  S h e  w a s  e q u a l l y 
forthright about her history of 
drug addiction, shedding light 
on issues many faces in silence.

T h e  N e l s o n  M a n d e l a 
Foundation expressed deep 

reverence for her work, stating 
t h a t  s h e  i n s p i r e d  c a n c e r 
awareness and played a pivotal 
role in dismantling the stigma 
associated with the disease.

Mandela  was a  champion 
for cancer awareness, bravely 
sha r ed  he r  s t r ugg l e s  w i th 
depression, and disclosed that 
she had endured childhood 
sexual abuse.  Addit ionally, 
she proved at the forefront 
o f  t h e  c a u s e  o f  i m p r o v e d 
road safety after a tragic car 
accident claimed the life of her 
13-year-old daughter in 2010. 
Tragica l ly,  she  a lso  los t  a 
prematurely born son. Mandela 
leaves behind four children.

Hai l ing  f rom the  l ineage 
of Nelson Mandela’s second 
wife, Winnie, Mandela penned 
her  remarkable  journey  in 
h e r  a u t o b i o g r a p h y,  W h e n 
Hope Whispers.  Diagnosed 
with breast cancer at 32, she 

initially went into remission, 
only to face a recurrence of 
the  i l lness .  Las t  year,  she 
revealed  the  d ishear tening 
news of  cancer ’s  presence 
i n  h e r  l i v e r  a n d  l u n g s , 
subsequen t ly  sp read ing  to 
other  vi tal  organs.  Though 
she received outpatient care, 
M a n d e l a  c h e c k e d  i n t o  a 
hospital over a week ago.

I n  a  p o i g n a n t  I n s t a g r a m 
post from August 2022, she 
r e f l ec ted ,  “What  do  I  t e l l 
my children? How do I tell 
them that  this  t ime around 
I  m a y  n o t  g e t  t o  l i v e  m y 
life as a survivor? How do 
I  tel l  them everything wil l 
be  OK when  i t ’s  no t?  I ’m 
dying… I don’t want to die.” 
D u r i n g  a n  i n t e r v i e w  w i t h 
Kaya FM in April, Mandela 
shared, “I’m learning to be 
okay with my eventuality.” 
Her unvarnished revelations 

garnered  her  a  subs tan t ia l 
fo l lowing on  soc ia l  media 
p la t forms ,  where  hear t fe l t 
tributes continue to pour in.

“ U t t e r l y  t r a g i c  l o s s 
o f  a  human be ing  in  her 
grandfather’s footsteps. A 
decent, honest human being 
in a dishonest, hypocritical 

w o r l d , ”  l a m e n t e d  o n e 
individual on social media. 
Another wrote on Instagram 
beneath the Mandela family’s 
announcement, “You were 
one of  the bravest  people 
I  know,  and you inspired 
many people on your life’s 
journey of hope.”

Zoleka Mandela

Twenty-Seven Years Later: Suspect 
Arrested in Murder of Tupac Shakur
By Lauren Victoria Burke, 
NNPA Newswire Contributor

Tw e n t y - s e v e n 
years after the 
death of one of 
the most noted 

rappers in history of the 

genre ,  a  man has  been 

arrested for the murder 

of rapper Tupac Shakur.

As the years have gone by 

some suspects have come 

into the news while others 

h a v e  p a s s e d  a w a y.  O n 

September 29, 2023, a man 

named Duane Keith Davis 

was arrested in Las Vegas 

and charged in connection 
with the murder of Shakur.

The rapper and actor was 
ki l led on September  13, 
1996 in Las Vegas, at the 
age of 25, after being shot 
four t imes.  He died less 
than a  week la ter  a t  the 
University Medical Center 

of Southern Nevada. Since 
then, Shakur ’s death has 
lingered on as a mystery 
t h a t  h a s  n e v e r  b e e n 
brought to a conclusion.

Davis  i s  a  member of 
t h e  C a l i f o r n i a - b a s e d 
gang known as The South 
Side Compton Crips Duane Keith Davis
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By Stacy M. Brown

Ne w  d a t a  h a s 
e x p o s e d  a 
c o n c e r n i n g 
t r e n d  i n 

A m e r i c a n  h e a l t h c a r e :  a 
stark racial divide in patient 
populat ions .  Contrary  to 
claims of open access for all, 
dozens of hospitals exhibit 
significant racial exclusivity, 
a report from the independent 
healthcare think tank Lown 
Institute has shown. 

The  s tudy  iden t i f i es  two 
Midwest  hospitals  and one 
i n  t h e  S o u t h  a s  t h e  m o s t 
s e g r e g a t e d  i n  t h e  n a t i o n . 
According to federal patient 
d a t a ,  t h e  s e g r e g a t i o n  h a s 
resulted in a nine-year gap in 
life expectancy between white 
and Black residents in a single 
county.  St .  Louis ,  Detroi t , 
and New Orleans residents, 
part icularly those of Black 
e thn ic i ty,  f ind  themse lves 
grappling with pronounced 
r a c i a l  d i s p a r i t i e s  i n  t h e i r 
local hospitals. Among these 
cities, New Orleans emerged 
as the most affected, boasting 

t he  h ighes t  pe r cen t age  o f 
hospi tals  offer ing de facto 
segregated healthcare. Of its 14 
hospitals, five exhibit the least 
inclusivity regarding racially 
diverse patient populations. 
Conversely, individuals living 
nea r  spec i f i c  hosp i t a l s  i n 
Chicago, Newark, or Boston 
a r e  p o s i t i o n e d  c l o s e r  t o 
more  inc lus ive  hea l thca re 
e n v i r o n m e n t s ,  o f f e r i n g  a 
glimmer of hope for improved 
equity in medical  services. 
Founded in 1973 by Nobel 
Peace Prize winner Dr. Bernard 
Lown,  who  deve loped  the 
defibrillator and cardioverter, 
the Lown Institute seeks to 
better the hospital system for 
all. Its comprehensive report 
h i g h l i g h t s  t h e  c i t i e s  w i t h 
the highest degrees of racial 
segregation in their hospitals 
and  provides  ins ights  in to 
the insti tutions leading the 
way in inclusivity.

“It’s refreshing to see that 
some hospitals make caring 
for those most in need their 
top  pr ior i ty,”  Vikas  Sain i , 
MD, president of the Lown 
I n s t i t u t e ,  s a i d  i n  a  n e w s 

release. “Inclusive hospitals 
show tha t  i t ’s  poss ib l e  to 
serve everyone,  even when 
i t  m a y  b e  a g a i n s t  t h e i r 
financial interest.”

The  Lown  Ins t i t u t e  l i s t s 
t h e  f o l l o w i n g  h o s p i t a l s 
a r e  t h e  m o s t  r a c i a l l y 
inclusive in America:

B o s t o n  M e d i c a l 
Center (Boston, MA)

J o h n  H .  S t r o g e r  J r . 
Hospital (Chicago, IL)

U C h i c a g o 
Medicine (Chicago, IL)

Penn Presbyterian Medical 
Center (Philadelphia, PA)

Metro Nashville General 
Hospital (Nashville, TN)

South Coast Global Medical 
Center (Santa Ana, CA)

C h a r l e s 
Madras (Madras, OR)

G r a d y  M e m o r i a l 
Hospital (Atlanta, GA)

M e t h o d i s t 
Hospitals (Gary, IN)

Emory University Hospital 
Midtown (Atlanta, GA)

The  Ins t i t u t e  a l so  found 
that  many of  the most  and 
l e a s t  r a c i a l l y  i n c l u s i v e 
hospitals are in the same U.S. 
cities, reflecting segregated 
healthcare markets. Of the 11 
metro areas identified by the 
Lown Institute with significant 
m a r k e t  s e g r e g a t i o n ,  N e w 
O r l e a n s  s t a n d s  o u t  a t  t h e 
top of  the  l i s t ,  wi th  seven 
o f  i t s  1 4  h o s p i t a l s  ( 5 0 % ) 
r a n k i n g  a m o n g  t h e  m o s t 
or least inclusive.

T h e  U . S .  c i t i e s  w i t h 
t h e  m o s t  s e g r e g a t e d 
hospital markets are:

New Orleans, LA

Louis, MO

Detroit, MI

Milwaukee, WI

Philadelphia, PA

Kansas City, MO

Chicago, IL

Denver, CO

Phoenix, AZ

Dallas/Fort Worth, TX

Atlanta, GA

The most segregated hospital 

markets were determined by 
examining the proportion of 
hospitals within a metropolitan 
statistical area receiving either 
1 star (lowest score) or 5 stars 
(h ighes t  score)  on  Lown’s 
racial inclusivity ranking. All 
cities included on the list had 
more than 20% of hospitals 
at those extremes.

“Hospitals will  say their 

doors are open to everyone 
and that  they  don’t  turn 
a n y o n e  a w a y,  b u t  t h a t 
can be misleading,” Saini 
r e m a r k e d .  “ I f  h o s p i t a l s 
r e a l l y  w a n t  t o  u n d o 
structural racism’s hold on 
their communities, they can’t 
be bystanders. They need to 
act more systematically and 
with more intention.”

Study Finds Hospitals Don’t Always Have an Open 
Door Policy, Particularly When it Comes to Race

The most segregated hospital markets were determined 
by examining the proportion of hospitals within a 

metropolitan statistical area receiving either 1 star 
(lowest score) or 5 stars (highest score) on Lown’s racial 

inclusivity ranking. All cities included on the list had 
more than 20% of hospitals at those extremes.

WGA Strike: Hollywood Writers Return to 
Work After Reaching Deal with Studios

Antonio Ray Harvey, Tanu 
Henry and Joe W. Bowers Jr. | 
California Black Media

The Writers Guild 
of America West 
( W G A )  a n d 
S A G - A F T R A 

u n i o n s  h a v e  r e a c h e d  a 
t e n t a t i v e  a g r e e m e n t  t o 
end a historic and highly 
publicized strike that shut 

Hollywood down and lasted 
nearly five months.

“ I  a m  g r a t e f u l  t h a t  t h e 
Writers Guild of America and 
the Alliance of Motion Picture 
and Television Producers have 
reached a fair agreement and 
I ’m hopeful  tha t  the  same 
can  happen  soon  wi th  the 
Screen Actors Guild,” said 
Los  Angeles  Mayor  Karen 

Bass. “Now, we must focus 
on getting the entertainment 
industry,  and al l  the small 
businesses that depend on it, 
back on their feet and stronger 
than ever before.”

T h e  A l l i a n c e  o f  M o t i o n 
P i c t u r e  a n d  Te l e v i s i o n 
Producers  (AMPTP)  –  the 
organization that represents 
t h e  s t u d i o s  –  a p p r o v e d  a 

potential new deal on Sept. 
24 that allows 11,500 writers 
to return to work beginning 
Sept. 27 while the ratification 
process takes place. The new 
agreement will run until 2026.

The unions were protesting 
f o r  h i g h e r  w a g e s  a n d 
protections from studios using 
artificial intelligence in the 
creative process.

I n  t h e  e n d ,  n e g o t i a t i o n s 
i n c l u d e d  s t r e a m i n g 
c o m p e n s a t i o n s  a n d  s e t  a 
minimum number for writing 
staffs. Staff writers reportedly 
rece ived  a  5% increase  in 
w e e k l y  p a y,  w h i l e  s t o r y 
editors and executive editors 
saw a 3.5 to 4% increase in 
their compensation.

“What we have won in this 

contract – most particularly, 
everything we have gained 
s i n c e  M a y  2 n d  –  i s  d u e 
to  the  wi l l ingness  of  this 
membership to exercise its 
power,  to demonstrate its 
solidarity, to walk side-by-
side, to endure the pain and 
uncertainty of the past 146 
days,” the WGA stated in 
and email to members.

“ A s  a  p r o u d  m e m b e r  o f 
@ C A B l a c k C a u c u s  a n d 
Assemblymember for #AD65, 
I am extremely proud that @
GavinNewsom stood by his 
commi tmen t  a s  he  a lways 
has , ”  G ipson  wro te  on  X , 
the  soc ia l  med ia  p l a t fo rm 
formerly known as Twitter. 
“And I  apprec ia te  h im for 
s t and ing  by  h i s  word  and 
providing a great successor 
amids t  t he  pa s s ing  o f  t he 
honorable Senator Feinstein,”

“I am always excited when 
a Black Woman is elevated. 
L a p h o n z a  B u t l e r  w i l l 
represent California well and 
will bring a perspective to the 
US Senate that is desperately 
needed as a Black, LGBTQ+, 
mother, organizer, and labor 

l e a d e r, ”  s a i d  K e l l i e  To d d 
Griff in,  founding convener 
o f  t h e  C a l i f o r n i a  B l a c k 
Women's Collective.

“My goal is to lift  up the 
voices  and needs  of  Black 
Women th roughou t  s t a t e , ” 
c o n t i n u e d  To d d  G r i f f i n . 
“That's what we did three years 
ago when we created Keep the 
Seat and what we did in this 
case. We will keep pushing 
for what we believe is right 
regardless of the outcomes.”

B u t l e r ,  r e c o g n i z e d  a s  a 
Democra t i c  S t ra teg i s t  and 
a  l abor  l eade r,  s e rved  fo r 
seven years as President of 
SEIU United Long Term Care 
Workers (ULTCW). The union 
she led represents over 325,000 
nursing home and home-care 
workers across California.

N e w s o m ,  w h o  h a s  t h e 

constitutional responsibility 
t o  appo in t  a  r ep l acemen t , 
promised he would select a 
B lack  woman  i f  Fe ins t e in 
chose to step down before her 
term ended in 2024. He made 
that statement in 2021 after he 
chose Alex Padilla to fill the 
vacancy left by Sen. Kamala 
H a r r i s  w h e n  s h e  r e s i g n e d 
to  become  v ice  p res iden t . 
Black women groups had been 
urging him to appoint a Black 
woman to succeed Harris.

Until Butler is seated, the 
U .S .  Sena t e  has  no  B lack 
women members even though 
Black women are the most 
influential – and most loyal 
–  vo t ing  g roup  wi th in  the 
Democratic party. More than 
90 % of Black women voted 
f o r  J o e  B i d e n  i n  t h e  l a s t 
presidential election.

B e f o r e  N e w s o m ’ s 
announcement  tha t  he  had 
been chosen her to succeed 
Feinstein,  Butler expressed 
her condolences on X. She 
wrote, “I'm saddened to hear 
o f  t h e  p a s s i n g  o f  S e n . @
DianneFeins te in .  Not  only 
was she a titan in the Senate, 
bu t  a  legendary  f igure  for 
women in politics and around 
the country. Her legacy and 
a c h i e v e m e n t s  w i l l  n o t  b e 
fo rgo t t en .  My p raye r s  a re 
w i th  he r  f ami ly.  She  w i l l 
be deeply missed.”

Since Feinstein’s  passing 
was announced, pressure had 
been mounting on Newsom 
to quickly appoint an interim 
Senator in her place. Three 
w e l l  k n o w n  c a n d i d a t e s 
running to succeed her in the 
2024 election are Rep. Barbara 

Lee (D-CA-12), Rep. Adam 
B. Schiff (D-CA-28) and Rep. 
Katie Porter (D – CA-45).

Lee, the only Black woman 
contending  for  Fe ins te in’s 
s e a t ,  c o n g r a t u l a t e d 
Butler in a post on X.

“I wish Laphonza well and 
l o o k  f o r w a r d  t o  w o r k i n g 
closely with her  to del iver 
for the people of the Golden 
State,” she wrote.

On Oct.1, the Congressional 
Black Caucus (CBC) wrote 
a  le t ter  to  Newsom urging 
him to appoint Lee.

“ S h e  i s  t h e  o n l y  p e r s o n 
with the courage, the vision, 
and the record to eradicate 
poverty, face down the fossil 
f u e l  i n d u s t r y,  d e f e n d  o u r 
d e m o c r a c y,  a n d  t i r e l e s s l y 
a d v a n c e  t h e  p r o g r e s s i v e 

a g e n d a , ”  C B C  C h a i r m a n 
Steven Horsford (D-Nevada), 
stated in the letter to Newsom. 
“ F o r  t h e s e  r e a s o n s ,  w e 
strongly urge you to appoint 
Congresswoman Barbara Lee 
to the United States Senate.”

N e w s o m  h a d  e x p r e s s e d 
t h a t  h i s  a p p o i n t e e  w o u l d 
not  part icipate in the 2024 
election out of respect for the 
candidates already running. 
H o w e v e r,  t h i s  s t a n c e  h a s 
changed.  Now the decision 
to run in the 2024 election 
lies with Butler. The deadline 
for candidates to file for the 
office is Dec. 8.

Butler, a native of Magnolia, 
M i s s i s s i p p i ,  e a r n e d  a 
B a c h e l o r  o f  A r t s  d e g re e 
in  Pol i t i ca l  Sc ience  from 
Jackson State University, an 
HBCU located in Mississippi.

Laphonza Butler
Continued from page 1

armed, nor did they attempt 
to use the car to harm anyone.

C i v i l  R i g h t s  a t t o r n e y 
John  Bur r i s  s t a t ed ,   "The 
officers fired their  guns as 
if  Salgado was a “shooting 
gallery target.”  'The officers’ 
conduct was inhumane and a 
reckless disregard for human 
l i fe  for  which they should 
b e  c r i m i n a l l y  p r o s e c u t e d . 
We will be  submitting this 
c a se  t o  Pame la  P r i ce ,  t he 
A l a m e d a  C o u n t y  D i s t r i c t 
O f f i c e  A t t o r n e y ,  f o r 
criminal prosecution."

B u r r i s  g o e s  o n  t o  s a y, 
“The officers’ conduct was 
a t r o c i o u s ,  c a l l o u s ,  a n d  a 
wanton,  reckless  disregard 

for the lives of Erik, Brianna, 
and the residential community.  
The off icers  knew nothing 
about  Erik or Brianna, didn’t 
know if  they stole the car, 
or even if they knew it was 
stolen.” Witnesses from the 
community had said that the 
officers were all out of their 
cars and in positions of safety 
when they fired their weapons.

Burris further states, “The 
number of shots fired by the 
officers was enough to kill a 
militia of terrorists.  It was a 
massacre! Complete overkill 
for the potential crime.  These 
officers' use of high-powered 
assault weapons demonstrates 
a total lack of regard for  Erik 
and Brianna’s lives and for 
the l ives of   neighborhood 
residents, composed of  largely 

working-class Latinos.”

According to Burris, "The 
40  p lu s  sho t s ,  some  f i r ed 
f r o m  a n  a s s a u l t  w e a p o n , 
against unarmed people was 
murderous; I will ask that the 
Alameda Dis t r ic t  At torney 
Pamala Price to reopen the 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  i n t o  t h e s e 
officers for murder and assault 
with deadly weapons."

Ben Nisenbaum of Burris 
N i senbaum Cur ry  &  Lacy 
( B N C L )  s t a t e s ,  " T h i s  i s 
particularly egregious because 
the  Sergeant  a t  the  scene , 
Richard Henderson, directed 
the shooting by the two other 
Defendants in the case, Officer 
Hulbert and Officer Saputa, by 
yelling to “Shoot him!”, even 
though there was no one in the 
path of the vehicle driven by 

Mr. Salgado. Sgt. Henderson 
then emptied the 30-round clip 
of his AR-15 style rifle." 

N i s e n b a u m  n o t e s ,   " T h e 
CHP policy limits the round 
capacity of rifle magazines 
t o  20  rounds .   “Empty ing 
the rifle clip of all 30 rounds 
a n d  o r d e r i n g  t w o  o t h e r 
off icers  to  shoot  against  a 
car that is stuck between two 
stopped vehicles speaks to an 
overreaction and panic by the 
supervisor at the scene, Sgt. 
Henderson ,  as  wel l  a s  the 
other two shooting officers, 
Hulbert and Saputa, even if 
they were just following their 
Sergeant’s orders.”

This was the second t ime 
since 2016 that Sgt. Henderson 
had  been  invo lved  in  th i s 
kind of shooting, having shot 

and killed Pedro Villanueva 
af ter  Mr.  Vil lanueva and a 
passenger fled in a truck from 
a sideshow in Fullerton, CA.  
In that case, just as in this 
case, Sgt. Henderson claimed 
that he shot into the truck to 
stop the truck from striking a 
fellow officer who he claimed 
was in the path of the truck. 
However, just as in this case, 
no one was in the path of the 
truck when Sgt.  Henderson 
and the  other  off icer  f i red 
on  i t .   “ I t  de f i e s  r a t i ona l 
belief that the same officer 
made the same mistake twice, 
killing two different people 
because  he  saw something 
t h a t  d i d n ’ t  h a p p e n  e i t h e r 
time,” Nisenbaum said.

Co-consul James Chanin, 
w h o  h a s  b e e n  l i t i g a t i n g 

wrongful death cases against 
police agencies since 1979, 
s a i d ,  " T h i s  w a s  o n e  o f 
most  outrageous  Off icer-
involved shoot ing cases  I 
have  ever  s een  in  my  44 
years of practicing law. All 
of the CHP officers involved 
refused to cooperate with the 
Oakland Police Department 
investigation at  the scene 
and left in a car together, 
thereby violating the most 
basic rule that Officers at 
an officer-involved shooting 
should be segregated until 
they give a full  statement 
to the investigating agency. 
(The incident occurred in 
O a k l a n d ,  a n d  t h e re f o re , 
t h e  c a s e  w a s  t o  b e 
investigated by the Oakland 
Police Department)."

Erik Salgado
Continued from page 1
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BY JULIANNE MALVEAUX

The late Senator 
Dianne Feinstein 
was  my Mayor. 
I'm a native San 

F r a n c i s c a n  w h o  c u t  h e r 
political chops in my home 
city. I often spent time with 
our Mayor and appreciate 
h e r  g r a c e  a n d  k i n d n e s s . 
We didn't see the world the 
same way and occasionally 
c r o s s e d  s w o r d s  a r o u n d 
race matters. Still, I always 
respected her and how she 
managed policy and politics. 
And I also appreciated the 
hurdles she had to clear as 
the first woman mayor of 
San Francisco. Her life is a 
litany of firsts.

She rose to the mayoralty 
amid the cr is is  sparked by 
t h e  a s s a s s i n a t i o n  o f  h e r 
predecessor, George Moscone, 
and a colleague, Harvey Milk. 
She led a city that mourned 
our only openly gay member 
of the Board of Supervisors 
and  a  be loved  mayor.  She 
c o m p o r t e d  h e r s e l f  w i t h  a 
restrained brilliance, saying 
the right thing every time and 
f lash ing  her  somber  smi le 

as  she  spoke.  I  wi l l  never 
forget a meeting in her office 
where my cold had me hacking 
through it. I don't remember 
the issue we disagreed on, but 
I remember having one of her 
aides bring me a cup of tea 
with honey to help my throat. 

As Mayor, she revived our 
tourist-attracting cable cars 
a n d  ( w i t h  N a n c y  P e l o s i ) 
brought the 1984 Democratic 
convention to San Francisco. 
That was quite a convention 
where  Rev.  J e s se  J ackson 
th rew down wi th  a  po l i cy 
speech that included lines like, 
"I'd rather have Roosevelt in 
a wheelchair than Reagan on 
a horse," and the critical self-
revealing, "God ain't finished 
with me yet."  Jackson wasn't 
nominated, but he launched 
hundreds of political careers. 
Fe ins te in  and  Pe los i  were 
responsible for providing a 
backdrop to his message.

Dianne Feinstein was part of 
the 1992 "Year of the Woman," 
t h e  y e a r  a f t e r  A n i t a  H i l l 
endured grueling treatment 
b y  t h e  S e n a t e  J u d i c i a r y 
Committee. Many knew that 
there was not a single woman 
o n  t h a t  c o m m i t t e e ,  a n d , 

indeed, Senator Patty Murray 
(D-WA) said she was inspired 
to  run  for  the  Senate  as  a 
"mom in tennis shoes" after 
that  hear ing.  In  November 
1992, four new women were 
elected to the United States 
Senate, a record number that 
included Senator Feinstein, 
Ca ro l  Mos ley  Braun  ( IL) , 
Barbara Boxer (CA), and Patty 
Murray. Because this critical 
mass of women was elected, 
the  Senate  had to  create  a 
women's restroom, and it took 
some struggle for women to 
wear pants on the Senate floor.

Feinstein's contributions to 
this Senate were innumerable, 
with one of the most important 
being her  1994 legis la t ion 
t o  b a n  a s s a u l t  w e a p o n s . 
That  legislat ion expired in 
2014, and the results of its 
expiration scream from daily 
headlines. Dianne Feinstein 
saved lives. With her Senate 
career forged out of tragedy, 
she was profoundly aware of 
the impact that assault (and 
other) weapons could have on 
people’s lives, especially the 
lives of children.

Feins te in ' s  Senate  career 
partly happened because many 

women  cha fed  a t  how the 
Senate Judiciary Committee 
t r e a t e d  A n i t a  H i l l .  T h u s , 
i t  w a s  p o e t i c  j u s t i c e  t h a t 
Feinstein became the ranking 
D e m o c r a t  i n  t h e  S e n a t e 
Judiciary Committee. She was 
the first woman to have that 
role. She worked on several 
things, including immigration, 
civil rights, national security, 
and the courts .  Her Senate 
career is a pastiche of first, 
w i th  ro l e s  i n  i n t e l l i gence 
and appropria t ions ,  among 
others. She was chair of the 
Appropriations Subcommittee 
o n  E n e r g y  a n d  W a t e r 
Development. A staff memo 
on her transition reminds us 
tha t  she  " secured  b i l l i ons 
o f  d o l l a r s  f o r  C a l i f o r n i a 
c o m m u n i t i e s ,  i n c l u d i n g 
critical transportation, water 
supply, and federal building 
projects."  She ensured that 
federal wildland firefighters 
earned higher  sa lar ies  and 
worked to improve California's 
water infrastructure.

Dozens of published bios 
and obituaries will highlight 
Feinstein's many legislative 
accomplishments. Many will 
de sc r ibe  he r  a s  an  " i con" 

o r  " r o l e  m o d e l "  a n d  a n 
i n s p i r a t i o n a l  w o m a n  w h o 
shat tered the  g lass  ce i l ing 
with grit and grace. She was 
persistent, resilient, visionary, 
collaborative, brilliant,  and 
awe-inspir ing.  In  her  la ter 
yea r s ,  she  was  phys i ca l ly 
diminished, but that did not 
lessen her impact. I will miss 
Dianne Feinstein, the gentle 
warrior whose passionate love 
for her home state of California 
was a blessing to us all.

M a n y  o f  u s  w h o  s t a n d 
w i t h  B a r b a r a  L e e  c h a f e 
a t  G o v e r n o r  G a v i n 
N e w s o m e ' s  f a i l u r e  t o 

a p p o i n t  C o n g re s s w o m a n 
Lee. Still, we all have high 
hopes and wish much success 
for Laphonza But ler and 
his  se lect ion.    Governor 
N e w s o m e ' s  a p p o i n t m e n t 
checks his box to appoint 
a Black woman to the next 
o p e n  s e a t  i n  t h e  S e n a t e . 
H i s  r e f u s a l  t o  h e a r  t h e 
m a n y  w h o  a s k e d  h i m  t o 
a p p o i n t  C o n g re s s w o m a n 
Lee will have ramifications 
in the long run. What might 
Dianne Feinstein have done 
h a d  s h e  b e e n  g o v e r n o r ? 
Food for thought.

of gun violence. My deepest 

condolences  go  out  to  her 

family and loved ones.”

Feinstein built a reputation 

a s  a n  i n d e p e n d e n t  v o i c e , 

working hard to find practical 

solutions to issues confronting 

Cal i fo rn ia  and  the  na t ion . 

S h e  w a s  t h e  f i r s t  w o m a n 

to  cha i r  the  Sena te  Se lec t 

Committee on Intelligence, a 

position she held for six years 

beginning in 2009.

I n  2 0 1 7 ,  S e n .  F e i n s t e i n 

b e c a m e  t h e  t o p  D e m o c r a t 

o n  t h e  S e n a t e  J u d i c i a r y 

Committee – the first woman 

to assume that role – where 

s h e  h e l p e d  s h a p e  p o l i c y 

o n  c r i m i n a l  l a w,  n a t i o n a l 

security,  immigration, civil 

rights and the courts. She held 

that position until 2021.

“We have fond memories 
t o  c h e r i s h  o f  t h e  w o r k 
a c c o m p l i s h e d  t o g e t h e r 
o n  b e h a l f  o f  o u r  m o s t 
vulnerable and underserved 
communi t i e s .  The  Sena to r 
is truly a trailblazer,” stated 
Black Women Organized for 
Pol i t ica l  Act ion  (BWOPA) 
founding member and state 
President Dezie Woods-Jones.

B W O P A’ s  m i s s i o n  i s 
t o  e m p o w e r  a n d  e d u c a t e 
A f r i c a n  A m e r i c a n  w o m e n 
a b o u t  p o l i t i c s  e n c o u r a g e 
i n v o l v e m e n t ,  a n d  a d d r e s s 
issues affecting the African 
American community.

Over 50 years ago, BWOPA 
charter  members Hon.  Ella 
Hil l  Hutch and Hon.  Doris 
Ward collaborated extensively 
wi th  Fe ins te in  on  a  r ange 

of  social  issues during her 
t ime on the  San Francisco 
Board of Supervisors and as 
San Francisco Mayor.

Woods-Jones recal ls  Sen. 
Feinste in  hosted BWOPA’s 
first annual board retreat.

“May her profound legacy 
of supporting women's rights 
and leadership continue to be 
front and center. Thank you 
for your years of service

Sena to r, ”  sha red  Woods-
Jones .”  May her  p rofound 
legacy of supporting women’s 
rights and leadership continue 
to be front and center.”

Feinstein was instrumental in 
helping another Black political 
organization grow and become 
a force to be reckoned with 
in  Ca l i fo rn ia  po l i t i c s ,  t he 
B l a c k  A m e r i c a n  P o l i t i c a l 
A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  C a l i f o r n i a 

( B A PA C ) .  T h e  g r o u p  i s 
dedicated to amplifying the 
economic, social, and political 
i n f l u e n c e  o f  t h e  B l a c k 
community in California.

A c c o r d i n g  t o  B A PA C 
Sacramento Regional Director 
R o r y  K a u f m a n ,  B A PA C ’s 
growth and inf luence were 
bolstered by the support of 
f o r m e r  A s s e m b l y  S p e a k e r 
Will ie  Brown, former two-
time Gov. Jerry Brown, and 
Feinstein. The organization 
was founded by Percy Pinkney, 
an outspoken champion for 
solutions to challenges facing 
Black Californians, who also 
served as a senior state field 
representative for Feinstein.

“The  bo t tom l ine  i s  tha t 
Dianne Feinstein helped keep 
BAPAC alive because she had 
Percy Pinkney on her staff,” 
Kaufman  sa id .  “ I f  h i s to ry 

serves me correctly,  i t  was 
either Brown or Feinstein that 
sent Pinkney to Indiana where 
he discovered an organization 
similar to BAPAC and brought 
it back here (to the West Coast) 
to start the organization.”

T h e  C a l i f o r n i a  B l a c k 
Women’s Collective (CBWC) 
also issued a  s ta tement  on 
t h e  p a s s i n g  o f  F e i n s t e i n . 
CBWC serves as a resource 
f o r  l a w m a k e r s ,  e l e c t e d 
off ic ia ls ,  business  leaders , 
and advocacy organizations.

“We a re  a l l  saddened  by 
the passing of Senator Diane 
F e i n s t e i n ,  w h o  p a v e d  t h e 
way for women to serve their 
communi t ies  in  Cal i forn ia 
and nationally,” states Kellie 
To d d  G r i f f i n ,  f o u n d i n g 
convener of CBWC. “It

i s  impera t ive  tha t  we a l l 

take a moment to honor her 

contributions that positioned 

Cal i fornia  as  a  beacon for 

others to follow.”

S e n .  S t e v e n  B r a d f o r d 

(D- Ing lewood) ,  v ice  cha i r 

of the California Legislative 

Black Caucus (CLBC) ,called 

Feins te in  an  “ icon for  her 

service and leadership.”

“Senator Dianne Feinstein 

dedicated her life to public 

s e r v i c e .  A s  t h e  l o n g e s t -

serving woman in the U.S. 

Senate, she was a trailblazer 

who served our state with 

s t r e n g t h ,  v i s i o n ,  a n d 

compassion,” said Bradford. 

“ H e r  c a re e r  w a s  f o r g e d 

through the tragedy of gun 

violence which fueled her 

unwavering resolve to pass 

groundbreaking gun control. 

A true giant has left us.”

Sen. Feinstein
Continued from page 1

By Ben Jealous 

When General 
M o t o r s , 
C h r y s l e r , 
and Ford – 

the “Big Three” American 
automakers – were close to 
extinction 15 years ago, their 
workers and the American 
people stepped in to save 
t h e m .  T h e  U n i t e d  A u t o 

Workers (UAW) gave back 
wages and benefits they had 
every right to get under a 
contract they had negotiated 
just a year before.

Now, rather than being paid 
b a c k ,  u n i o n  w o r k e r s  f a c e 
getting left out of the future 
of the car business. And the 
rest of the country is being 
told we have Hobson’s choice 

when  i t  comes  to  e l ec t r i c 
vehicles – we can have them, 
b u t  o n l y  a t  a  c o s t  t o  o u r 
neighbors who build them.

 We  s e e  t h i s  w h e n  F o r d 
a n n o u n c e s  i t s  s l o w i n g 
construction of a battery plant 
in Michigan. And when Donald 
Trump, who leads Republican 
president ia l  pr imary pol ls , 
goes to a non-union company 
outside Detroit to claim that 

“the auto industry is  being 
assass inated” by the  move 
away from dirty fuels.

 N e i t h e r  a u t o  w o r k e r s 
nor  the  c l imate  can afford 
for us to fall  for this false 
na r ra t ive .  I f  any th ing ,  we 
should see that  momentum 
is moving squarely and more 
rapidly in the other direction. 
That’s what President Biden 
m e a n s  w h e n  h e  s a y s  t h a t 
talking about the climate is 
talking about good jobs.

New York’s  c i ty  counc i l 
voted unanimously to move 
its fleet of more than 30,000 
m u n i c i p a l  v e h i c l e s  –  t h e 
largest in the country – to buy 
only zero emissions cars and 
trucks beginning in 2025, and 
heavier vehicles after 2028. 
By 2035, the entire city fleet 
will be zero emission.

That’s the same year that 
Ca l i fo rn ia ,  New York  and 
14 other states will require 
all cars and trucks sold to be 
zero emission vehicles. The 
standards they’ve agreed to 
ask carmakers to increase the 
share of electric vehicles they 
sell slowly and continuously 
over the next 13 years.

T h i s  i s n ’ t  a  r a s h  r u s h 
t o  a b a n d o n  t h e  i n t e r n a l 
combustion engine and gas 

p u m p s  o v e r n i g h t ,  e v e n  i f 
o u r  w a r m i n g  p l a n e t  m a y 
need  qu icke r  ac t ion .  Tha t 
fearmongering is inaccurate 
and misplaced. It’s a measured, 
unmistakable direction that 
U AW l e a d e r s  s e e  c l e a r l y. 
Their members must benefit 
from that, they told me when 
we met in Detroit last month.

Instead, the Big Three have 
been pushing battery making 
and electric vehicle assembly 
to states that don’t offer union 
workers protection or to plants 
created through joint ventures 
that  a l low them to operate 
outside the UAW’s deal.

This is an all-too-familiar 
pattern in this country’s history 
-- corporations, billionaires, 

and the politicians representing 
their  interests  pi t t ing poor 
and working Americans who 
actually aspire to the same 
fu tu re  aga ins t  each  o the r. 
They do it  with hyperboles 
like assassination and altering 
established expansion plans.

 We’re well beyond 2008. 
Profits for the Big Three are 
soaring.  Consumers want 
electric vehicles, and as a 
nation we’re encouraging 
them to buy them through 
tax credits passed last year. 
It’s those cars and trucks 
that we’ll drive into a livable 
future. We must ensure that 
clean energy transition is a 
fair one to the people who 
will make it possible.

The Clean Energy 
Transition Must Be 

a Just Transition

Ben Jealous

DIANNE FEINSTEIN:GRIT AND GRACE

JULIANNE MALVEAUX
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By Stacy M. Brown

Ha r v a r d 
U n i v e r s i t y 
n o w  h a s  i t s 
f i r s t  B l a c k 

pres ident ,  Claudine  Gay, 
who already has made her 
mark  in  the  ins t i tu t ion’s 
history. Gay also stands as 
only the second woman to 
helm the  univers i ty  s ince 
i t s  f o u n d i n g  i n  1 6 4 0  i n 
Cambridge, Massachusetts.

During her inaugural address, 
Gay articulated her vision for 
the Ivy League inst i tut ion, 
acknowledging the weight and 
honor of this groundbreaking 
appointment. “I stand before 
you  today  humbled  by  the 
prospect of leading Harvard,” 
remarked Gay amidst a rainy 
inauguration ceremony last 
Friday. “Emboldened by the 
trust you have placed in me 
and energized by your own 
commitment to this singular 
institution and to the common 
cause of higher education.” 
The new president went on to 
emphasize Harvard’s historical 
role as an agent of change, 
stating, “The courage of this 
Univers i ty  — our  reso lve , 
against all odds — to question 
the world as it is and imagine 
and make a better one: It is 
what  Harvard was made to 

do,” she exclaimed.

Harvard Corporation, the 
university’s main governing 
body,  chose  Gay after an 
extens ive  search  process . 
Massachusetts Gov. Maura 
H e a l e y ,  w h o  a t t e n d e d 
H a r v a r d ,  p r a i s e d  G a y ’s 
presidency in a speech. She 
called it a “truly historic” 
moment and expressed her 
a d m i r a t i o n  a n d  s u p p o r t . 
Gay  earned  her Ph .D.  in 
government from Harvard in 
1998 and joined the faculty 
in 2006. She previously held 
the distinguished posit ion 
of  Edger ley  Fami ly  Dean 
o f  H a r v a r d ’s  F a c u l t y  o f 
Arts  and  Sc iences  and  i s 
recognized as an expert in 
political behavior. 

Claudine Gay

Claudine Gay 
Assumes Historic 
Role as Harvard 
University’s First 
Black President

Joshua 7:1, 10-12, 2-26
Who is this, Achan? God was 

angry that Israel had not been 
fu l ly  obedient  to  Him in  the 
conquest of Jericho. Achan, an 
Israelite (of the tribe of Judah, 
no less), because of his disloyalty 
t o  t h e  L o r d  a n d  I s r a e l ,  w a s 
destroyed just as the inhabitants 
of Jericho had been—he and his 
whole household. He stole the 
riches of Canaan from the Lord, 
and so lost his inheritance in 
the promised land. This is also 
a story of how one man's sin 
adversely  affected the  ent i re 
nation. Throughout this account 
(as often in the OT) Israel is 
considered a corporate unity in 
covenant with and in the service 
of the Lord. Thus, even in the 
acts of one (Achan) or a few (the 
3,000 defeated at Ai) all Israel is 
involved (see Joshua 1:1, 11; 20; 

22:20). One soldier's theft of the 
devoted goods brought collective 
guilt on the entire nation. (NIV 
S tudy  B ib l e ) .  ( Jo shua  7 :11 ) . 
Achan is recorded in description 
in Joshua 7:1 (ESV) 1  But the 
people of Israel broke faith in 
regard  to  the  devoted  th ings , 
for Achan the son of Carmi, son 
of Zabdi, son of Zerah, of the 
tribe of Judah, took some of the 
devoted things.  And the anger 
of the LORD burned against the 
people of Israel. Secretly Achan 
kept for himself what he should 
have destroyed. Therefore, when 
the Israelites moved on to attack 
the much smaller town of Ai, God 
allowed them to be driven back 
and to suffer losses (Joshua 7:2-
5). Joshua was distressed, not just 
because Israel had been defeated, 
but because their defeat would 
encourage the Canaanites. If all 

the  Canaani tes  jo ined  forces , 
Israel could be destroyed. 

In response to Joshua's desperate 
prayer, God told him the reason 
for Israel's defeat. One person's 
sin concerning the devoted things 
of Jericho was enough to break 
the  agreement  tha t  the  whole 
nation had made with God, and so 
bring disaster upon it. God's curse 
on the devoted things passed on 
automatically to those associated 
with them. Notice the results of 
Achan's sin: (1) Many men died 
in Joshua 7:5); and (2) Israel's 
a rmy  me l t ed  i n  f e a r  ( J o s hau 
7:5). The nation could be saved 
only by destroying the devoted 
things and all persons and things 
connected with them. Through 
the ritual of drawing lots, Joshua 
discovered that Achan was the 
guilty person. Achan's confession 
confirmed that the choice was 
correct. He and all that was his 
were then destroyed (see Joshua 
7:22-26) .  The Lord 's  reply to 
Joshua was short  and abrupt . 
Stand up! What are you doing 
down on your face? God then 
explained the cause of the defeat 
and the need for action. The cause 
of the disaster was with Israel, 
no t  God—Israe l  had  s inned . 
In His indictment God angrily 
used an accumulation of verbs. 
Advancing from the general to the 
particular He charged Israel with 
sinning, violating the covenant, 
appropriating some of the devoted 
things (haḥērem, "things devoted 
for or designated for destruction”, 
stealing, lying, and concealing 
the stolen goods. (The goods are 

named in Joshua 7:21). Till these 
transgressions were repudiated 
and expiation made for them, the 
sin of one person was considered 
the sin of the nation. (The Bible 
K n o w l e d g e  C o m m e n t a r y :  A n 
Exposition of the Scriptures by 
Dallas Seminary Faculty).

Al though Joshua and Achan 
both knew that Achan would die 
for his crime, Joshua entreated 
him to repent. Achan responded 
wi th  a  fu l l  confess ion .  (NLT 
Study Bible). (Joshua 7:19-20). 
The robe should have been burned 
with the rest of Jericho's goods. 
It  was from Babylon  (Hebrew 
S h i n a r ) ,  e v i d e n c e  t h a t  l o n g -
distance trade was a significant 
part of life in the ancient Near 
East. • 200 silver coins (Hebrew 
2 0 0  s h e k e l s  o f  s i l v e r,  a b o u t 
5  pounds  or  2 .3  k i lograms in 
weight):  Achan took pieces or 
lumps of silver that functioned as 
money; coinage was not invented 
until the 600s bc. • more than 
a pound:  Hebrew 50 shekels , 
about 20 ounces or 570 grams 
in weight. • I wanted them so 
much is  t ranslated "covet"  in 
t he  t en th  commandmen t  ( s ee 
Exodus 20:17). Achan's coveting 
had prompted his  thef t .  (NLT 
Study Bible). (Joshua 7:21). The 
robe recorded in the Bible in, “ 
Joshua 7:21 (KJV) 

21  When I saw among the spoils 
a goodly Babylonish garment, and 
two hundred shekels of silver, and 
a wedge of gold of fifty shekels 
weight, then I coveted them, and 
took them; and, behold, they are 

hid in the earth in the midst of 
my tent, and the silver under it.” 
(King James Version). Because 
the matter was urgent, Joshua's 
messengers ran to the tent  to 
conf i rm Achan ' s  confess ion) . 
I n  Jo shua  7 :24 ,  Th i s  ca r e fu l 
listing of Achan's relatives and 
possessions, including the stolen 
i tems,  has the tone of  a  legal 
statement. Achan compromised 
all that pertained to him through 
his contact with the stolen items; 
thus, all had to be included in his 
judgment.  (NLT Study Bible) . 
And in Joshua 7:25, it is recorded, 
“S ton ing  was  one  p resc r ibed 
means of execution. The Valley 
of Trouble: Literally valley of 
Achor (Hebrew ʾakor, "trouble"). 
• God had not been angry without 
basis. God's people must be holy. 
To trifle with things belonging to 
God signifies rebellion against 
God, and such sin always brings 
trouble (ʾakor) upon God's people. 
Achan's sin brought disaster on 
Israel, so the severe punishment 
he received was just. (NLT Study 
Bible). (Joshua 1:26). The events 
of chapters 1-6 (with the possible 
exception of ch. 2) were initiated 
by divine instruction. Chapter 7 
recounts how Joshua launches 
an attack on the city of Ai, but 
i t  makes no mention either of 
a divine mandate to do so or of 
any inquiry made to the Lord as 
to how Israel  should proceed. 
Perhaps Joshua felt overconfident 
after the remarkable success of 
Israel’s battle against Jericho (ch. 
6),  or perhaps the implication 
i s  t h a t  e v e n  a n  a p p a r e n t l y 

easy target is not easy if  the 
Lord is against them.

Get up!... Israel has sinned. 
In no uncertain terms, the Lord 
r e d i r e c t s  J o s h u a ’s  a t t e n t i o n 
to the true reason for Israel’s 
defeat: Israel has transgressed my 
covenant. They have taken some 
of the devoted things (stolen, 
lied, and put them among their 
own be longings—al l  ac t ions 
explicitly forbidden in the Law 
of  Moses  ( see  Deu te ronomy 
7:25-26). Adherence to that law 
was insisted on in the assurances 
g iven  Joshua  in  Joshua  1 :7 -
8) .  The actual  perpetra tor  of 
these crimes was Achan (read 
Joshua 7:1). The Bible records, 
“Joshua 7:24-26 (ESV) 

24  And Joshua and all Israel 
with him took Achan the son 
of Zerah, and the silver and the 
cloak and the bar of gold, and 
his sons and daughters and his 
oxen  and  donkeys  and  sheep 
and his tent and all that he had. 
And they brought them up to the 
Valley of Achor. 

25  And Joshua said,  “Why 
did  you br ing t rouble  on us? 
The LORD br ings  t rouble  on 
y o u  t o d a y. ”  A n d  a l l  I s r a e l 
s toned him with stones.  They 
burned them with fire and stoned 
them with stones. 

26  And they raised over him 
a  great  heap  of  s tones  that 
remains to this day. Then the 
LORD turned from his burning 
anger. Therefore, to this day the 
name of that place is called the 
Valley of Achor.” 

The Sin of 
Achan
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St. John Missionary 
Baptist Church

825 Newhall Street
Reverend Mervin Redmond, Pastor
San Francisco, CA 94124

(415) 826-5639 or 550-9324
Sunday

Sunday School 9:00 AM
Morning Worship 10:25 AM
Children’s Ministry 10:25 AM
Nurture for Baptist 6:15 PM

Wednesday
Prayer Services/Bible Study

Midday 11:30 AM
Evening 6:45 PM

Communion – 1st Sunday
For information about other activities

Call (415) 826-5639 or visit us at 
www.stjohnsf.org

ADOPTIONS
  
P R E G N A N T ? 
C O N S I D E R -
ING ADOP-
TION? Call us 
first. Living ex-
penses, hous-
ing, medical, 
and continued 
support after-
wards. Choose 
adoptive fam-
ily of your 
choice. Call 
24/7.  1-877-
8 7 9 - 4 7 0 9 
( C a l - S C A N )

ANNOUNCE-
MENTS

Place these 
house ads 
s p o r a d i c a l l y 
throughout your 
classified sec-
tions to promote 
the network 
- Thank you!
 

DID YOU 
KNOW 7 IN 

10 Americans 
or 158 million 

U.S. Adults 
read content 
from news-

paper media 
each week? 

Discover 
the Power of 
Newspaper 

A d v e r t i s i n g . 
For a free 
brochure call 
916-288-6011 
or email cece-
l ia@cnpa.com   
( C a l - S C A N )
 
DID YOU 
KNOW 144 mil-
lion U.S. Adults 
read a Newspa-
per print copy 
each week? 
Discover the 
Power of News-
paper Advertis-
ing. For a free 
brochure call 
916-288-6011 
or email cece-
l ia@cnpa.com   
( C a l - S C A N )
  
EVERY BUSI-
NESS has a 
story to tell! Get 
your message 
out with Califor-
nia’s PRMedia 
Release – the 
only Press Re-
lease Service 

operated by 
the press to 
get press! For 
more info con-
tact Cecelia @ 
916-288-6011 
or http://prme-
d i a r e l e a s e .
com/cali fornia 
( C a l - S C A N )

AUTOS 
WANTED

  
DONATE YOUR 
CAR, TRUCK 
OR BOAT TO 
H E R I T A G E 
FOR THE 
BLIND. FREE 
3 Day Vacation, 
Tax Deductible, 
Free Towing, All 
Paperwork Tak-
en Care of. Call 
800-731-5042 
( C a l - S C A N )
  
Got an older 
car, boat or RV? 
Do the humane 
thing. Donate it 
to the Humane 
Society. Call 1- 
800-743-1482 
( C a l - S C A N )
  

GET CASH 
FOR CARS/

TRUCKS!!! All 
Makes/Models 

2000-2016! 
Top $$$ Paid! 
Any Condi-

tion! Used or 
wrecked. Run-

ning or Not. 
Free Towing! 

Call For 
Offer: 1- 888-
4 1 7 - 9 1 5 0 . 
( C a l - S C A N )
AUTOS WANT-
E D / L U X U R Y
KILL AD - DO 

NOT RUN
W A N T E D ! 
Old Porsche 
3 5 6 / 9 11 / 9 1 2 
for restora-
tion by hobby-
ist 1948-1973 
Only. Any condi-
tion, top $ paid 
707 965-9546  
( C a l - S C A N )
CABLE/SATEL-

LITE TV
  
Switch to DI-
RECTV. Lock 
in 2-Year Price 
G u a r a n t e e 
( $ 5 0 / m o n t h ) 
w/AT&T Wire-

less. Over 145 
Channels PLUS 
Popular Movie 
Networks for 
Three Months, 
No Cost! Call 1- 
800-385-9017 
( C a l - S C A N )
  
DISH TV - BEST 
DEAL EVER! 
Only $39.99/mo. 
Plus $14.99/
mo. Internet 
(where avail.) 
FREE Stream-
ing. FREE In-
stall (up to 6 
rooms.) FREE 
HD-DVR. Call 1-
800-357-0810 
( C a l - S C A N )
F I N A N C I A L 
S E R V I C E S
  
SOCIAL SECU-
RITY DISABIL-
ITY BENEFITS. 

Unable to 
work? Denied 
benefits? We 

Can Help! WIN 
or Pay Noth-
ing! Contact 

Bill Gordon & 
Associates at 

1-800-
966-1904 to 
start your ap-
plication today! 
( C a l - S C A N )
H E A L T H /
F I T N E S S
  

ELIMINATE 
CELLULITE 
and Inches 

in weeks! All 
natural. Odor 
free. Works 
for men or 

women.  Free 
month supply 

on select pack-
ages. Order 

now! 844-703-
9774. (Cal-
S C A N )
H E A L T H /
M E D I C A L
NEW AD -   
OXYGEN - Any-
time.  Anywhere.  
No tanks to refill.  
No deliveries.  
The  All-New In-
ogen One G4 is 
only 2.8 pounds!  
FAA approved! 
FREE info 
kit: 844-359-
3976. (Cal-
S C A N )
  

VIAGRA and 
CIALIS USERS! 
Cut your drug 
costs! SAVE 
$$! 50 Pills for 
$99.00. FREE 
Shipping! 100% 
G u a r a n t e e d 
and Discreet. 
CALL 1-800-
624-9105 (Cal-
S C A N )
  
Stop OVER-
PAYING for your 
prescr ipt ions! 
SAVE! Call 
our licensed 
Canadian and 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l 
pharmacy, com-
pare prices 
and get $25.00 
OFF your first 
p r e s c r i p t i o n ! 
CALL 1-800-
2 7 3 - 0 2 0 9 
Promo Code 
C D C 2 0 1 6 2 5 . 
( C a l - S C A N )
  
Got Knee Pain? 
Back Pain? 
Shoulder Pain? 
Get a pain-
relieving brace 
-little or NO cost 
to you. Medi-
care Patients 
Call Health 
Hotline Now! 
1- 800-796-
5091 (Cal-
S C A N )
 
HELP WANTED
  
Sales Repre-
sentativCalifor-
nia Trade Asso-
ciation located 
in Sacramento 
is seeking 
someone with 
strong knowl-
edge for Ad-
vertising, print, 
digital and social 
media solutions, 
great with de-
tail, an amazing 
attitude, and 
a passion for 
selling content 
and integrated 
par tne rsh ips . 
3-5 years ex-
perience a 
plus. We offer 
a competitive 
base salary, 
commission and 
bonus plan, 
along with great 

benefit package. 
Email Resume 
and Salary His-
tory to jobs@
cnpa.com. EOE 
( C a l - S C A N )
HOME SE-
C U R I T Y
  
Protect your 
home with fully 
cus tom izab le 
security and 
24/7 monitor-
ing right from 
your smart-
phone. Receive 
up to $1500 in 
equipment, free 
( r e s t r i c t i o n s
 apply). Call 
1-800-918-4119 
( C a l - S C A N )
 
INSURANCE/

HEALTH
  
Lowest Prices 
on Health & 
Dental Insur-
ance. We have 
the best rates 
from top compa-
nies! Call Now! 
888-989-4807. 
( C a l - S C A N )
LAND FOR 
SALE/OUT OF 
STATNEW AD -   
WEEK OF 01/15
NORTHERN AZ 
WILDERNESS 
RANCH $236 

MONTH - Quiet 
& secluded 37 

acre off the 
grid self-suffi-
ciency ranch 
bordering 640 
wooded acres 
of State Trust 

lands at cool 
clear 6,200’ el-
evation. Minutes 
from historic 
pioneer town 
& fishing lake. 
True wilder-
ness with free 
roaming wild-
life, no urban 
noise & dark 
sky nights. 
Blend of ever-
green wood-
lands & grassy 
meadows with 
sweeping views 
across sur-
rounding unin-
habited wilder-
ness mountains 
and valleys. 
A b u n d a n t 

g r o u n d w a -
ter, rich loam 
garden soil & 
maintained road 
access. Camp-
ing and RV use 
ok. $27,500, 
$2,750 dn. with 
no qualifying 
seller financing. 
FREE BRO-
CHURE with ad-
ditional property 
d e s c r i p t i o n s , 
prices, pho-
tos, topo map, 
weather chart, 
area info. 1st 
United Realty 
800.966.6690. 
( C a l - S C A N ) 

LEGAL SER-
VICES

  
Xarelto users 
have you had 
compl icat ions 
due to internal 
bleeding (after 
January 2012)? 
If so, you MAY 
be due financial 
compensation. 
If you don’t have 
an attorney, 
CALL Injuryfone 
today! 1-800-
4 2 5 - 4 7 0 1 . 
( C a l - S C A N )
Under Legal 
Services - 
e .
  
 
DID YOU 
KNOW Informa-
tion is power 
and content is 
King? Do you 
need timely ac-
cess to public 
notices and re-
main relevant 
in today’s hos-
tile business 
climate? Gain 
the edge with 
California News-
paper Publish-
ers Association 
new innovative 
website ca-
p u b l i c n o t i c e .
com and check 
out the FREE 
O n e - M o n t h 
Trial Smart 
Search Fea-
ture. For more 
i n f o r m a t i o n 
call Cecelia @ 
(916) 288-6011 
or www.capub-
l i cno t i ce .com 

( C a l - S C A N )
 
MEDICAL SUP-
PLIES/EQUIP-

MENT
  
Safe Step Walk-
In Tub! Alert for 
Seniors. Bath-
room falls can 
be fatal. Ap-
proved by Arthri-
tis Foundation. 
T h e r a p e u t i c 
Jets. Less Than 
4 Inch Step-
In. Wide 
Door. Anti-Slip 
Floors. Ameri-
can Made. 
Installation In-
cluded. Call 
800-799-4811 
for $750 Off. 
( C a l - S C A N )

MISCELLA-
NEOUS

  SAWMILLS 
from only 
$4397.00- 

MAKE & SAVE 
MONEY with 

your own band-
mill- Cut lumber 
any dimension. 
In stock ready 
to ship! FREE 

Info/DVD: 
www.Norwood-
Sawmi l ls .com 
1 - 8 0 0 - 5 7 8 -
1363 Ext.300N 
( C a l - S C A N )

MISCELLA-
NEOUS FOR 

SAL  
HOME BREAK-
INS take less 
than 60 SEC-
ONDS. Don’t 
wait!  Protect 
your family, 
your home, your 
assets NOW 
for as little as 
70¢ a day! 
Call 855-404-

7601(Cal-
SCAN)

PERSONALS-
ADULT

  
Meet singles 
right now! No 
paid opera-
tors, just real 
people like you. 
Browse greet-
ings, exchange 
m e s s a g e s 
and connect 
live. Try it free. 
Call now: 800-
9 4 5 - 3 3 9 2 . 

( C a l - S C A N )
REAL ESTAT-
Place this house 
ad under Real 
Estate & Run 
e - Thank you!
 
  
DID YOU 
KNOW Informa-
tion is power 
and content is 
King? Do you 
need timely ac-
cess to public 
notices and re-
main relevant 
in today’s highly 
c o m p e t i t i v e 
market? Gain an 
edge with Cali-
fornia Newspa-
per Publishers 
Association new 
innovative web-
site capublic-
notice.com and 
check out the 
Smart Search 
Feature. For 
more informa-
tion call Ce-
celia @ (916) 
288-6011 or 
w w w . c a p u b -
l i cno t i ce .com 
( C a l - S C A N )
SENIOR LIVING
  

A PLACE 
FOR MOM. 

The nation’s 
largest senior 
living refer-
ral service. 
Contact our 
trusted,local 

experts today! 
Our service 
is FREE/no 
obligation. 

CALL 1-
800-550-4822. 
( C a l - S C A N )
TAX SERVICES
  
Do you owe 
over $10,000 to 
the IRS or State 
in back taxes?  
Our firm works 
to reduce the 
tax bill or zero it 
out completely 
FAST. Call now 
855-993-5796 
( C a l - S C A N )
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Is your family 
prepared for any

EMERGENCY? 
CREATE YOUR OWN PLAN TO STAY SAFE.
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To learn more ways to keep you and your community safe, visit safetyactioncenter.pge.com.

Emergency supply kit checklist

Drinking water

Non-perishable food, 
including baby and pet food 

Tools and utensils

Batteries

Radio

Flashlight

First aid kit

Mobile phone and 
portable charger

Medication 
and eyeglasses

Blankets 
and clothing

Children’s 
activities

Cash and 
credit cards

Toiletries

Important 
documents

PLAN FOR YOUR PETS
by including them in practice drills and 
helping them get comfortable with a leash 
or carrier during stressful situations.

3

CONFIRM YOUR EMERGENCY EXITS
from your home and establish a location 
where your family or roommates can 
reunite after evacuating.

2
UPDATE YOUR INFO FOR OUTAGE ALERTS
Update your contact information at 
pge.com/outagealerts so we can 
reach you in an emergency. 

1

LEARN HOW TO OPEN YOUR 
GARAGE DOOR MANUALLY 
in the event the door is unable to open 
automatically during an outage.

4

CHECK YOUR STANDBY GENERATOR
and ensure that it is working properly because 
it can help avoid damage to personal property 
and keep emergency first responders safe.

5
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