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SFNAACP Urgently Calls 
Upon The People Of San 

Francisco To Vote Against 
The Petition To Recall 
Members Of The San 

Francisco Board Of Eduction
EDITORIAL

By Attorney 
Peter Graham Cohn 

From its founding in 
1909, the National 
A s s o c i a t i o n  f o r 
the Advancement 

of Colored People (NAACP) 
and its later affiliate units 
including the San Francisco 
NAACP (SFNAACP) have 
often been called upon and 
compelled to assist the Nation 
in correcting and eliminating 
false narratives that have had 
catastrophic consequences 
f o r  o u r  c o m m u n i t i e s 
whether they have been at 
the national or local levels.  
This consequential history 
included bringing the Nation 
to  an understanding that 
i t  w a s  n e i t h e r  m o r a l l y 
nor legally right to lynch 
African American or other 
people of color as Saturday 

afternoon entertainment.  

S i m i l a r l y ,  o t h e r  f a l s e 
narrat ives that  the NAACP 
had to  address  was  tha t  i t 
was not ok to deny people of 
color the equal opportunities 

for education, employment, 
housing, health care, public 
accommodations and voting 
rights.  If these false narratives 
were allowed to stand, it was 

Continued on page 4

Continued on page 4 Continued on page 2

Former Minneapolis 
Cop Derek Chauvin 

Pleads Guilty To 
Violating George 

Floyd’s Civil Rights 
By Stacy M. Brown 
NNPA Newswire Senior 
National Correspondent 
@StacyBrownMedia

Derek Chauvin , 
t h e  f o r m e r 
M i n n e a p o l i s 
p o l i c e  o f f i c e r 

who ki l led George Floyd, 
would rather spend 25 years 
in federal prison than 15 in 
a state penitentiary.

T h e  d i s g r a c e d  c o p  w h o 
i n f a m o u s l y  k n e e l e d  o n 
Floyd’s neck for more than 
nine minutes pleaded guilty 
on Wednesday, December 15, 
to federal charges of violating 
the late Floyd’s civil rights.

Federal prosecutors reached 
a  dea l  wi th  Chauv in ,  who 
a g r e e d  t o  s e r v e  2 5  y e a r s 
in federal prison.

T h e  s e n t e n c e  w i l l  r u n 
concurrently with the 22-year 
sentence Chauvin received 
after being convicted on state 

cha rges  o f  murde r.  Unde r 
the state sentence, Chauvin 
c o u l d  h a v e  q u a l i f i e d  f o r 
parole after 15 years.

However, there’s no parole 
f o r  t h e  f e d e r a l  s e n t e n c e , 
e f f e c t i v e l y  m e a n i n g  t h a t 
t h e  4 5 - y e a r - o l d  C h a u v i n 
choose the longer sentence to 
avoid state prison.

Since his conviction earlier 

this year, Chauvin had remained 
in solitary confinement.

It’s believed Chauvin chose 
to plead guilty because federal 
prisons are viewed as safer, 
and  he  mos t  l i ke ly  wou ld 
avoid contact with anyone he 
previously arrested.

A s k e d  b y  t h e  j u d g e  o n 
Wednesday how he wanted to 
plead, Chauvin replied, “At 
this time, guilty, your honor.”

In entering the guilty plea 
on the federal charge, Chauvin 
admitted he violated Floyd’s 
constitutional rights of being 
free from unreasonable seizures 
– precisely excessive force.

T h r e e  o t h e r  f o r m e r 
M i n n e a p o l i s  o f f i c e r s , 
Thomas  Lane ,  Alexander 
Kueng, and Tou Thao, also 
face  federal  v io lat ions  of 
F loyd’s  c iv i l  r i gh t s .  The 
three men expect to stand 
trial in January.

George Floyd

Attorney Peter Graham Cohn 

Omicron In California: 
Officials Push Booster 

Shots To Stem Rise 
In Variant Cases 

Aldon Thomas Stiles | 
California Black Media 

As  o f  M o n d a y, 
t h e re  w e re  3 9 
c o n f i r m e d 
c a s e s  o f  t h e 

COVID-19 Omicron variant 
in California, according to 
the California Department 
o f  P u b l i c  H e a l t h .  T h a t 
number represents a 140% 
increase in new variant cases 
since Thanksgiving. 

As authorities monitor and 
work to stem the spread of 
the new strand of COVID-19, 
Gov. Gavin Newsom continues 
to promote booster shots for 
eligible Californians: Adults 
18 and older -- or teens who 
a r e  1 7  o r  1 6  –  w h o  h a v e 
been fully vaccinated for at 
least six months. 

Additionally, the state has 
r e i n s t a t e d  m a s k  m a n d a t e s 
i n  s e v e r a l  c o u n t i e s  t h a t 
h a v e  b e e n  w i t h o u t  t h e m 
during the pandemic. 

“ Ye s t e r d a y  C a l i f o r n i a 
reinstituted – in counties and 
in sections of the state where 

we don’t currently have any 
indoor masking requirement 
–  a  o n e - m o n t h  m a s k i n g 
requirement indoors in public 
settings. This is intended to 
lean in, as we all have for a 
long t ime in California,  to 
keep our guard up in a period 
of uncertainty and unknown 
with Omicron,” said California 
Hea l th  & Human Serv ices 
Agency Dr. Mark Ghaly. 

“ R e q u i r i n g  t h e  i n d o o r 
m a s k i n g  a s  C a l i f o r n i a 
continues to learn more about 
Omicron gives us a chance to 
keep our guard up in a very 
purposeful  and meaningful 
w a y  d u r i n g  t h e s e  c r i t i c a l 
weeks of celebration without 
needing to do what some other 
countries have had to do which 
is put further limitations on 
the things that we all miss,” 
Ghaly elaborated. 

Ghaly says once the federal 
g o v e r n m e n t  a p p r o v e s  t h e 
boos te r  sho t  fo r  ch i ld ren , 
the state will issue a vaccine 
mandate for students in the state, 
adding to other immunizations 
California requires. 

At a recent press conference, 
Newsom said it is unlikely that 
there will be another lockdown 
due to the new variant. 

According to the Governor, 
the f irst  confirmed case of 
t h e  v a r i a n t  i n  C a l i f o r n i a , 
which was reported in San 
F ranc i sco  two  weeks  ago , 
was  someone who was not 
eligible for a vaccine booster 
shot. He expects the person to 
“fully recover.” 

Across the United States, 
there are now over 43 confirmed 
cases of the Omicron variant 
in at least 25 states. 

Chief Medical Advisor to the 
President, Dr. Anthony Fauci 
says the booster shot is the 
surest method to combat the 
threat of the Omicron variant. 

" T h e r e ' s  e v e r y  r e a s o n 
to  be l i eve  t ha t  i f  you  ge t 
v a c c i n a t e d  a n d  b o o s t e d 
t h a t  y o u  w o u l d  h a v e  a t 
least some degree of cross-
p ro tec t ion , "  Fauc i  s a id  in 
reference to the variant. 

Last  week,  Fauci  sa id  he 

Cal Reparations Task 
Force Votes To Replace 

Economic Advisor
Antonio Ray Harvey | California 
Black Media

On e  d a y  a f t e r 
D a r r i c k 
H a m i l t o n 
t e s t i f i e d 

b e f o re  C a l i f o r n i a ’s  Ta s k 
Force to Study and Develop 
R e p a r a t i o n  P r o p o s a l s 
f o r  A f r i c a n  A m e r i c a n s , 
t h e  p a n e l  d e c i d e d  t h a t 
i t  would not  enter into  a 
contractual agreement with 
the noted economist.

Seven members of the nine-
member panel voted to move 
forward without  Hamil ton. 
Tw o  a p p o i n t e e s ,  L o y o l a -
M a r y m o u n t  p s y c h o l o g y 
professor Dr.  Cheryl Gril ls 
and UCLA law professor Lisa 
Holder, abstained.

The group’s chair Kamilah 
Moore said Hamilton informed 
the task force that he would have 
to narrow the responsibilities 
o f  h i s  ro le ,  f rom advis ing 
o n  b o t h  c a l c u l a t i o n s  a n d 
methodology, to a “renewed 
or narrower scope of work.”

“ I  f e e l  t h a t  t h e  w o r k 
i s  i n s e p a r a b l e , ”  M o o r e 
said before the vote.

Hamilton was expected to 
bring an economic perspective 

t o  t h e  w o r k  t h e  g r o u p  i s 
doing,  he lp ing  to  quant i fy 
p a s t  e c o n o m i c  i n j u s t i c e s 
A f r i c a n  A m e r i c a n s  f a c e d 
in the state and elsewhere, 
a n d  d e t e r m i n i n g  w h a t  o r 
h o w  m u c h  c o m p e n s a t i o n 
should be for Black people 
living in California.

C a l i f o r n i a  G o v.  G a v i n 
Newsom signed the s ta te’s 
h i s t o r i c  r e p a r a t i o n s  b i l l 
i n t o  l a w,  A s s e m b l y  B i l l 
(AB) 3121, in 2020.

Former  Assemblymember 
Dr.  Sh i r l ey  Weber  (D-San 
D i e g o )  a u t h o r e d  t h e  b i l l 
before she was appointed and 
sworn in as the state’s first 
African American Secretary of 
State in January 2021.

AB 3121, titled “The Task 
Force to Study and Develop 
R e p a r a t i o n  P r o p o s a l s  f o r 
African Americans,” created 
a nine-member commission 
to investigate the history of 
slavery in the United States, 
t he  ex t en t  o f  Ca l i fo rn i a ’s 
i n v o l v e m e n t  i n  s l a v e r y, 
segregation, and the denial 
o f  B l a c k  c i t i z e n s  t h e i r 
constitutional rights.

In October, the task force 
approved  the  appo in tmen t 

o f  H a m i l t o n ,  w h o  i s  a n 
economics and urban policy 
professor at The New School 
in New York City.

A c c o r d i n g  t o  S e c t i o n  F 
of Article 2, 8301.1, of the 
legislation, Hamilton would 
have been charged with affixing 
“what form of compensation 
should be awarded, through 
what instrumentali t ies,  and 
who should be el igible  for 
such compensation.”

The  cont rac t  would  have 
paid Hamilton $90,000 for the 
scope and term of his work, 
Moore said. But the reduced 
a s s ignmen t  t he  economis t 
r e q u e s t e d  d e c r e a s e s  h i s 
compensation to $45,000.

“Fast forward to (Dec. 7), 
D r.  H a m i l t o n  e s s e n t i a l l y 
communica t ed  to  t he  t a sk 
fo rce  tha t  whi l e  he ’s  s t i l l 
able to deliver on Section F, 
he will no longer be able to 
deliver on Section E,” Moore 
said. “That would be doing the 
actual calculations for what 
any compensation should be. 
He meant that there weren’t 
enough resources present in 
the given contract, he felt that 
he didn’t have enough time, 
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“Just the ultimate feeling 
of being protected. It 
gave me the confidence 
that I would not get the 
virus, and now with the 
booster as well. I’m 
happy it was available
in my neighborhood, 
and I like that it is being 
administered by 
professionals.”

— Dennis Parker, 78

WITH AGE 
COMES WISDOM

Visit VaccinateALL58.com or MyTurn.ca.gov 
or call 833-422-4255 today to learn more.

COVID-19 vaccines have been tested and proven safe and effective 
for millions of people. An additional booster dose is recommended to 
help keep immunity strong and increase protection again COVID-19.

Booster doses are free and available regardless of immigration or 
insurance status. Free transportation and in-home appointments are 
also available.

On Behalf Of The East Oakland 
Community Development Center 
(EOYDC) Community Board, We 
Are Delighted To Announce That 

Selena Wilson Will Take The Helm 
As Our Chief Executive Officer

Oakland, CA

Se l e n a ' s  s t o r y  i s 
a  unique one.  As 
a  f o u r- y e a r  g i r l 
s h e  e n t e r e d  t h e 

EOYDC bubble of protection 
a n d  g re w  u p  e m p o w e re d 
b y  i t s  p r o g r a m s  a n d 
care.  She graduated from 
Cast lemont  High  Schoo l , 
obtained her B.A. at Holy 
Names University, and then 
m o v e d  f u r t h e r  f o r w a r d , 
e a r n i n g  h e r  M a s t e r s  o f 
Sc i ence  in  Learn ing  and 
Organizational Change at 
Northwestern University. 

After  a  successful  run as 
a  Managemen t  Consu l t an t 
a t  D e l o i t t e  C o n s u l t i n g ’s 
Chicago office, she returned 
to her hometown of Oakland. 
A f t e r  p r o v i d i n g  E O Y D C 
w i t h  p r o  b o n o  c o n s u l t i n g 
services  for  several  years , 
s h e  w a s  h i r e d  t o  h e a d  u p 
Organizational Effectiveness 
a t  E O Y D C .  A s  t h e  Vi c e 
President of Organizational 
E f f e c t i v e n e s s  f o r  a l m o s t 
7  years ,  Wi l son  leveraged 
her multifaceted skill set to 

streamline operations across 
the organization and enhance 
program effectiveness through 
evidenced-based pract ices , 
wi th  a  focus  on  provid ing 
t rauma- informed ,  hea l ing-
centered care for systematically 
marginalized youth. 

In te r im Board  Pres iden t , 
Erin Dangerfield states, “I am 
delighted to work with Selena 
Wilson as our new CEO. I am 
even more proud that she is 
an alumni of EOYDC, fully 
unde r s t and ing  the  c r i t i ca l 
responsibility she is accepting 
for the benefit of our families 
and the community at large.”

T r o y  D a t c h e r ,  E a s t 
Oakland Youth Development 
Foundation President offered, 
“I have enjoyed working with 
Selena over the past year. I find 
her to be a bright, thoughtful 
and compassionate leader. I am 
looking forward to EOYDC’s 
future under her direction.”

The appointment of Selena 
Wilson is an exciting turning 
point for EOYDC after the 
long- term t rans i t ion  of  i t s 
prior CEO, Regina Jackson. 

“It has been a labor of love to 
mentor Selena over the past 
2 decades. She has the skill, 
the  wil l  and determinat ion 
to move this legacy forward. 
I  feel l ike a proud mom or 
aunt. I could not think of a 
more  though t fu l  l eade r  to 
pass the torch to”.

O f  t h i s  t r e m e n d o u s 
o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  s e r v e  h e r 
b e l o v e d  E a s t  O a k l a n d 
communi ty,  Se lena  shared 
that she is “excited, honored, 

and immensely grateful to the 
Board for entrusting [her] to 
steward the 27-year legacy 
that Ms. Regina Jackson has 
built.” In her first act as CEO, 
Selena Wilson is promoting 
fel low EOYDC alumni and 
Oakland native, Dr. Landon 
Hill, to the position of Chief 
P rog ram Off i ce r.  Dr.  H i l l 
holds  a  Masters  of  Arts  in 
Social  & Cultural  Analysis 
of Education from CSU Long 
Beach  and  a  Doc to ra t e  o f 
Education from San Francisco 

State University.

T h e  a p p o i n t m e n t  o f  t w o 
EOYDC alumni to EOYDC’s 
Executive Leadership team is a 
testament to the organization’s 
ability to develop a pipeline of 
strong, community-oriented 
leaders through its cascading 
mentorship framework. 

A b o u t  t h e  E a s t  O a k l a n d 
Y o u t h  D e v e l o p -
ment Center (EOYDC) 

The mission of  the East 
Oakland Youth Development 
C e n t e r  ( E O Y D C )  i s  t o 
d e v e l o p  t h e  s o c i a l  a n d 
l e a d e r s h i p  c a p a c i t i e s  o f 
youth so that they achieve 
e x c e l l e n c e  i n  e d u c a t i o n , 
career, and service to their 
communities.  Our mission 
is based on solid research 
which  demonstra tes  tha t 
in tervent ions  that  fo s ter 
re lat ionships  with  caring 
a d u l t s ,  a n d  m a s t e r y  o f 
technical and social skills, 
can lead to increased well-
being and civic engagement 
among youth from high risk  
e n v i ro n m e n t s .  F o r  m o re 
info: http://www.eoydc.org 

Selena Wilson

and he also pointed out issues 
of clarity on how to tackle that 
part of the bill.”

H a m i l t o n  t o l d  t h e  t a s k 
fo rce  tha t  the re  was  some 
misunderstanding about the 
work he could provide.

“ I  d o n ’ t  t h i n k  w e  h a d 
complete clarity at the time the 
(Department of Justice) made 
its presentation in October or 
September,” Hamilton said. 
“With F, I have great clarity 
given the time constraints as 
well as the potential budgets 
that are available.”

Michael Newman, the Senior 
Assistant  Attorney General 
of the California Department 
o f  J u s t i c e ’s  C i v i l  R i g h t s 
Enforcement Section, said the 
DOJ was still in negotiation 
with Hamilton before the task 
force’s fifth meeting and no 
contracts had been signed.

“To my knowledge, he has 
not  done any reimbursable 
work under the contract. The 
contract has not been signed,” 
Newman said. “Other than sort 
of  scoping out  the project , 
doing the initial evaluation, 
or preparing for his testimony 
( D e c .  7 ) ,  h e  h a s n ’ t  d o n e 
any th ing  on  the  p ro jec t .  I 
think he’s accrued probably 
reimbursable time in his initial 
preparation, but we’ll have to 
talk about that.”

Hamilton, a leading national 
authority on race and public 

po l i cy,  has  been  invo lved 
i n  c r a f t i n g  p r o g r e s s i v e 
p o l i c y  p r o p o s a l s ,  s u c h  a s 
Baby Bonds, which are trust 
accounts for low-income kids 
funded by taxpayers.

Hamilton is also a proponent 
of the Federal Job Guarantee, a 
policy that would mandate the 
government to provide a job 
for any person that needs one. 
Those initiatives have garnered 
national media attention and 
s e r v e d  a s  i n s p i r a t i o n  f o r 
legislative proposals across 
the  country  a t  the  federal , 
state, and local levels.

In his defense, Grills said 
H a m i l t o n ’ s  k n o w l e d g e , 
i n t e l l e c t  and  sk i l l  s e t  a r e 
a b s o l u t e l y  n o t  “ l i m i t e d . ” 
Hamilton is more than capable 
of performing the task, she 
explained, and said that he 
wanted  to  make  sure  bo th 
Sec t ion  E and  F  would  be 
completed thoroughly.

“I think he’s trying to caution 
us about what it really takes to 
do a careful set of calculations 
tha t  a re  a l igned  wi th  how 
we are defining some of the 
f ac to r s  and  under s t and ing 
the costs,” Grills said. “He’s 
offering caution about what 
it takes and to do it in a way 
that minimizes the negative 
feedback that we will get on 
everything we do.”

With five meetings left on 
the agenda, Moore said that 
the task force will consider 
t h e  s e r v i c e s  o f  Wi l l i a m 

A.  “Sandy” Dar i ty  J r. ,  the 
director of the Samuel DuBois 
Cook Center on Social Equity 
a t  Duke  Unive r s i ty.  He  i s 
also the Samuel DuBois Cook 
professor  of  publ ic  pol icy, 
African and African American 
s t u d i e s ,  a n d  e c o n o m i c s 
at Duke University.

Dari ty’s  research focuses 
on racial ,  c lass  and ethnic 
inequality and stratification 
economics ;  educa t ion  and 
the racial achievement gap; 
North-South theories of trade 
and  deve lopmen t ;  and  the 
economics of reparations.

D a r i t y  a n d  h i s  c o a u t h o r 
of the book, “From Here to 
E q u a l i t y :  R e p a r a t i o n s  f o r 
Black Americans in the 21st 
Cen tury,”  Ki r s ten  Mul len , 
testified before the task force 
during the first meeting in June.

Task  Fo rce  member  Don 
Ta m a k i  s a i d  t h a t  D a r i t y 
absolutely has the “stature” 
in terms of notoriety and has 
arrived at a number in his and 
M u l l e n ’s  b o o k  “ a n y w h e r e 
from $9 trillion to $14 trillion” 
in terms of reparations.

As did Grills, Tamaki also 
warned that it doesn’t matter 
who does the work for 8301.1 
Sections E and F. The report 
will get backlash, he said.

“The report is going to get 
criticized, scrutinized, and 
really taken apart,” Tamaki 
said. “So, it really has to be a 
first-rate expert in this area.

Reparations
continued from page 1
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Small businesses are the heartbeat of every community. They make our neighborhoods vibrant 
places to live, work, and raise families. Here are just a few ways Wells Fargo is giving hope a hand:

• Providing nonprofits with roughly $420 million through our Open for Business Fund to help
 small businesses

• Helping nearly 282,000 small businesses keep 1.7 million people at work through Paycheck
 Protection Program (PPP) funding*

• Pitching in to help beautify local business districts in cities nationwide

• Working together with more than 3 million small businesses to help them 
 get back to thriving

Join us in bringing hope to the streets by shopping local. Learn more at wellsfargo.com/impact.   

 * PPP data from Program inception in 2020 through 06/09/2021.  
© 2021 Wells Fargo Bank, N.A. All rights reserved. IHA-7112904

Together with small businesses,  
we’re helping bring hope to the streets.
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predictable  to  see how the 
Nation could so easily drift 
back into other forms of mob, 
police or other governmentally 
sanctioned violence against 
p e o p l e  o f  c o l o r  o r  o t h e r 
marginalized groups. 

We have certainly all seen 
and experienced the profound 
damage that the more recent 
b i g  l i e s  h a v e  c a u s e d  o u r 
nation and the world.  When 
we were confronted with a 
global pandemic, the leader 
o f  the  f r ee  wor ld  in  2019 
chose  not  to  take the  path 
to protect public health but 
e lec ted  to  pursue  the  pa th 
of  a  false and ant i-science 
political narrative.  The tragic 
results not only significantly 
contributed to the deaths of 
some 800,000 people in the 
United States  and mil l ions 
of lives lost worldwide but 
a l s o  t o  t h e  c r e a t i o n  o f  a 
most divisive false narrative 
that  taking the s implest  of 
p r e v e n t i v e  p u b l i c  h e a l t h 
measures  (masking ,  soc ia l 
distancing and vaccinating) is 
a deprivation of one’s personal 
l i b e r t y.   T h e  p r e d i c t a b l e 
result  of this public health 
false narrative has not only 
divided family and fr iends 
but also aroused individuals 
to not only threaten public 
officials but also motivated 
some individuals to take up 
arms against them.

Wi t h  t h i s  b a c k d r o p ,  i t 
w a s  e a s y  t o  s e e  t h e  d i r e 
consequences of the ultimate 
big lie.  Contrary to all the 
evidence as  establ ished by 

the federal and state election 
oversight officials and judicial 
officers, the Trumpian false 
and unfounded view that the 
p r e s i d e n t i a l  e l e c t i o n  w a s 
stolen from him in 2020 has 
caused immeasurable harm to 
the people of our nation in the 
course of the January 6, 2021 
deadly insurrection at the U.S. 
Cap i to l  and  i t s  a f t e rmath . 
Like the pandemic big lie, it 
has torn apart  families and 
communities and is seeking to 
undermine voting rights at the 
federal, state and local levels.

S i m i l a r l y,  w e  h a v e  s e e n 
false narratives at the local 
educational levels that have 
r e s u l t e d  i n  a n  a s s a u l t  o n 
educators and school board 
members  who have spoken 
up and advanced policies on 
racial  equi ty in  our  publ ic 
schools and universities.  The 
fa l se  nar ra t ive  or  favor i te 
moniker is to demonize them 
as  “cr i t ical  race theoris ts” 
who need to be removed from 
our educational institutions.  
Addit ional ly,  opponents  of 
these advocates for education 
equi ty and inclusion argue 
that any books or scholarly 
references should be banned 
and the true history regarding 
the adverse role of race in 
educa t ion  should  no t  be  a 
p a r t  o f  o u r  p u b l i c  s c h o o l 
sy s t em.   I n  t he  cou r se  o f 
pursuing this anti-intellectual 
and false course, they call for 
the  discharge of  educators 
as well as the resignation or 
recall school board members 
who have dared to address 
e d u c a t i o n a l  e q u i t y  i n  o u r 
schools and our nation.

This is a direction or path 
that is beneath the City of St. 
Francis.  Earlier in the year, 
when there was a  pol i t ical 
move to force the resignation 
of San Francisco School Board 
Commissioner Alison Collins 
based on a false narrative, the 
SFNAACP was compelled to 
submit an article to the Sun 
Reporter Newspaper setting 
forth in great detail as to why 
such an action was unjustified.  
The Sun Reporter  – whose 
m o t t o  u n d e r  t h e  l a t e  D r. 
Carlton Goodlett  and today 
under Amelia Ashley Ward 
is – “Dedicated to the cause 
of the people – that no good 
cause shall lack a champion 
a n d  e v i l  s h a l l  n o t  t h r i v e 
unopposed” – chose to publish 
it on March 25, 2021.  As a 
result, the forced resignation 
initiative was defeated.  

In a similar way, the San 
Francisco NAACP believes 
that the upcoming February 
15, 2022, San Francisco Board 
of Education Recall Election 
of Board President Gabriela 
Lopez  and  Commiss ioners 
Alison Collins and Faauuga 
Mol iga  i s  un ju s t i f i ed  and 
should be opposed because 
Commissioners should not be 
removed because of a mix of 
policy differences and false 
narratives.   The SFNAACP 
discussed the issues involved 
i n  t h e  r e c a l l  a n d  v o t e d 
overwhelmingly to oppose the 
recall election at its November 
21, 2021 Branch meeting at 
Third Baptist Church.

T h e  p o l i c y  d i f f e r e n c e s 
a r o u n d  c e r t a i n  p u b l i c 
education issues in the SFUSD 

included: 1) when and how 
s h o u l d  t h e  S F U S D  s a f e l y 
reopen in the course of a global 
pandemic; 2) the renaming of 
certain schools in the SFUSD 
because the namesakes had 
purported connections with 
racial discrimination; 3) what 
to do with the adverse racial 
depictions in the front wall 
murals at  Washington High 
School; and 4) the Board vote 
to modify the Lowell  High 
School admissions policy so 
that  Lowell  might be more 
racially/ethnically inclusive 
and  t o  conduc t  an  Equ i t y 
Aud i t  i n  pa r tne r sh ip  w i th 
the University of Kentucky 
C o l l e g e  o f  E d u c a t i o n , 
NAACP and the community to 
address issues of concern that 
African American and Latino 
s t u d e n t s  a n d  e d u c a t i o n a l 
advocates had raised about 
the culture of Lowell.

While one might differ about 
how best to approach any of 
the above issues, it is within 
the authority and jurisdiction 
of the SF Board of Education 
to address these type issues, 
among others, as they might 
a r i se  dur ing  the  course  of 
the Commissioners’ service 
o n  t h e  B o a r d .   H o w e v e r, 
there is no justification for 
r e m o v i n g  c o m m i s s i o n e r s 
b a s e d  u p o n  m e r e  p o l i c y 
differences and their efforts 
to promote equity and racial 
justice in the San Francisco 
Unified School District.

W h e n  o n e  c a r e f u l l y  a n d 
critically examines the timing 
of the recall petition, it was 
filed on February 19, 2021 in 
retaliation for the February 
9 ,  2 0 2 1  B o a r d ’s  5 - 2  v o t e 
which  changed the  Lowel l 
admissions process to be more 
inclusive of all  the diverse 
r ac i a l / e thn i c  communi t i e s 
o f  San  Franc i sco .    As  the 
SFNAACP has  his tor ical ly 
a s s e r t e d  a n d  a d v o c a t e d , 
ALL the public schools and 
resources  of  the  SFUSD – 
including Lowell High School 
– belong to ALL the children 
of San Francisco and should 
be enjoyed by them.

C o m m i s s i o n e r s  L o p e z , 
Collins and Moliga’s voices 
were singled out for silencing 
and recall because they were 
e l e c t e d  i n  N o v e m b e r  o f 
2 0 1 8  a n d  t h e i r  t e r m s  r u n 
through November of 2022.  
Instead of letting these three 
C o m m i s s i o n e r s  c o m p l e t e 
their terms and let the voters 
decide at a regular election 
within the year, there was a 
planned political initiative to 
remove them from office in an 
unnecessary special election.

From the  Mayor ’s  Off ice 
to the Board of Supervisors, 

to the City Attorney’s Office 
a n d  t o  t h e  S a n  F r a n c i s c o 
Democratic County Central 
Committee, the governmental 
leadership  of  the  Ci ty  has 
sadly demonstrated that they 
lacked profiles in courage in 
fairly dealing with the issues 
surrounding the SF Board of 
Education.   They joined the 
false narratives about these 
public servants and the frenzy 
in the media and internet to 
remove the Commissioners.

T h e y  a c c e p t e d  t h e  f a l s e 
narrative that San Francisco 
Board of Education policy was 
driven by anti-Asian sentiment 
– which is simply not true.  
We need to keep in mind that 
these three commissioners – 
an African American female, 
a Latina female and a Pacific 
Islander male – all volunteered 
to answer the honorable call 
to public service on behalf 
of the children of the City.  
They do not deserve to have 
their voices unceremoniously 
s i lenced through a recal l  - 
which is a phenomenon that 
we are observing across the 
country. The SFNAACP is in 
a unique position to assert this 
because, in its long history of 
over 90 years of public service 
in San Francisco, it has always 
advocated for the rights of all 
s tudents  – including Asian 
American chi ldren –  to  an 
equal educational opportunity.

The governmental leadership 
sadly permitted the March 16, 
2021 tragic murders in Atlanta 
to be falsely conflated with 
the policy choices of the San 
Francisco Board of Education 
with respect to its decisions 
regarding racial justice and 
inclusion in the SFUSD.  As a 
result, a national tragedy was 
promptly used as a subterfuge 
to challenge the equity change 
in the admissions process at 
Lowell High School and to 
support the February recall 
petition of 3 of the 5 Board 
members – who supported the 
social justice change there.  If 
the other two Commissioners 
Ma t t  A lexande r  and  Mark 
Sanchez had not been recently 
reelected in the course of the 
November 2020 election, the 
proponents of the recall would 
have had their names on the 
ballot as well .   This is not 
a public policy result that is 
good for San Francisco.   

T h e  g r a v a m e n  o f  g i v i n g 
credence to petty and false 
p o l i t i c a l  n a r r a t i v e s  a n d 
unleashing them is several fold: 
1) wittingly or unwittingly – 
such actions actually inflict 
new injur ies  and profound 
pain upon the Asian American/
P a c i f i c  I s l a n d e r  ( A A P I ) 
commun i ty  i n  t he  SFUSD 

and the City where they did 
n o t  e x i s t ;  2 )  t h e y  f a l s e l y 
lead members of  the AAPI 
communi ty  to  be l ieve  tha t 
SFUSD and Board policies are 
based upon racial animosity or 
hatred towards them; 3) they 
falsely tel l  AAPI residents 
that there are people in public 
s e r v i c e  a c t i v e l y  w o r k i n g 
against their interests; 4) they 
creates a feeding frenzy in the 
community and on the internet 
t o  d r i v e  p u b l i c  s e r v a n t s 
from office by intimidation, 
threats, resignation or recall; 
5) they debase the kinds of 
const ruct ive  conversa t ions 
that should occur at school 
b o a r d  a n d  o t h e r  p u b l i c 
meetings and substitute great 
incivility – the likes of which 
we are unfortunately seeing 
a c r o s s  C a l i f o r n i a  a n d  t h e 
United States; 6) the result 
of this incivility and personal 
assaul ts  prompts  good and 
well-intentioned people and 
candidates to avoid or leave 
public service;  7) they falsely 
sugges t  tha t  s t r ee t  c r imes 
in  SF are  related to  Board 
p o l i c i e s  a n d  c r e a t e  a  g a p 
in  the  his tor ic  harmonious 
r e l a t i o n s h i p  b e t w e e n 
communities of color in San 
Francisco; and 8) these are all 
profound and real harms that 
are inflicted anew on the AAPI 
community – even by some 
who claim to be advocates for 
the community – and they are 
clearly unworthy of the best 
traditions of San Francisco.

The San Francisco NAACP 
calls upon other people and 
o rgan iza t ions  o f  goodwi l l 
to vote against the February 
1 5 ,  2 0 2 2 ,  r e c a l l  o f  S a n 
Francisco Board of Education 
C o m m i s s i o n e r s  C o l l i n s , 
L o p e z  a n d  M o l i g a  a n d  t o 
remind all eligible voters that 
they can vote  ear ly at  San 
Francisco City Hall beginning 
on January 18, 2022.  Let’s let 
our voices and votes heal and 
unite our City and bring back 
civility to our public school 
and other City forums.

Attorney  Peter Graham 
Cohn has represented the 
S F N A A C P B r a n c h  a n d 
the public school children 
o f  S a n  F r a n c i s c o  i n  t h e 
S a n  F r a n c i s c o  s c h o o l 
desegregation case in federal 
court from 1978 – 2006.  He 
has worked with the national 
NAACP – including the late 
Chairman Emeritus Julian 
Bond – for over 45 years at 
the national, regional, state 
a n d  l o c a l  l e v e l s .  H e  h a s 
a lso  been an advisor and 
counse l  to  the  SFNAACP 
Branch  s ince  the  1970’s .  
H e  c a n  b e  r e a c h e d  a t : 
pgcohn@comcast.net.

SFNAACP
Continued from page 1

Omicron
Continued from page 1
expects the official definition 
o f  “ f u l l y  v a c c i n a t e d ”  t o 
change from the current two-
vaccinat ion requirement  to 
including the third booster 
shot .  He said  i t ’s  a  mat ter 
of “when, not if.” 

Las t  F r iday,  t he  Cen te r s 
o f  D i s e a s e  C o n t r o l  a n d 
Prevention (CDC) released a 
five-page report sharing the 
results of study that focused on 

the  43  people  ac ross  the 
country who have contracted 

the  Omicron var iant .  Only 
one of them was hospitalized 
and most  experienced mild 
s y m p t o m s  l i k e  c o u g h i n g 
or a runny nose. More than 
7 5  %  o f  t h e m  w e r e  f u l l y 
vaccinated and nearly 33 % 
had received booster shots. 

California Surgeon General 
Dr. Nadine Burke Harris took 
to Twitter to calm Californian's 
fea rs  regard ing  the  s ta te ' s 
response to this new variant. 

"While we are still learning 
about the Omicron variant, 
o u r  f o c u s  r e m a i n s  o n 

protec t ion  and prevent ion. 
Our best protection is getting 
vaccinated, wearing masks, 
ge t t ing  tes ted  i f  you  have 
symptoms, and staying home 
if sick," Burke Harris tweeted. 

" W h e n  t h e s e  f o u r 
interventions are taken by all 
Californians,  we help slow 
t h e  s p r e a d  o f  C O V I D - 1 9 
–  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  O m i c r o n 
variant," her tweet continued. 

California Black Media’s 
coverage of  COVID-19 i s 
supported by the California 
Health Care Foundation.
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Reparations 
Rising With Robin 

Rue Simmons
By Julianne Malveaux

Th e  H o n o r a b l e 
J o h n  C o n y e r s , 
who represented 
D e t r o i t  i n 

Congress from 1965 unti l 

2 0 1 7 ,  i n t ro d u c e d  H R  4 0 

every congressional session 

f ro m  1 9 8 9 .    H e  w o r k e d 

to  get  cosponsors  for the 

legislation for nearly thirty 

years, but not even the entire 

Congressional Black Caucus 

would cosponsor.  Upon his 

retirement from Congress, 

h e  p a s s e d  t h e  b a t o n  t o 

Houston  Congresswoman 

S h e i l a  J a c k s o n  L e e .   

T h a n k s  t o  h e r  e f f o r t s 

and  those  o f  reparat ions 

o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  i n c l u d i n g 

t h e  N a t i o n a l  A f r i c a n 

A m e r i c a n  R e p a r a t i o n s 

Commission (NAARC) and 

the National  Coal i t ion of 

B l a c k s  f o r  R e p a r a t i o n s 

i n  A m e r i c a  ( N ' C O B R A ) , 

the number of cosponsors 

approaches  two  hundred 

members of Congress.  With 

218,  the legis lat ion could 

pass in Congress.

(Full disclosure.  I serve as 

a NAARC commissioner, as 

does Kamm Howard, the co-

chair of N’COBRA.)

With a Senate dominated by 

conservative Democrats and 

obstructionist  Republicans, 

w h e n  H R  4 0  p a s s e s  i n 

Congress ,  i t  i s  unl ikely  to 

pass in the Senate.  However, 

it is essential to acknowledge 

the  enormous progress  the 

repara t ions  movement  has 

exper ienced s ince Conyers 

first introduced HR 40.  Then, 

if you mentioned reparations 

in  some c i rc les ,  inc luding 

those dominated by African 

Americans, you'd be rewarded 

with an eye roll and a "reality" 

c h e c k .   M o v e m e n t s  d o n ' t 

happen overnight, though, and 

the reparations movement is 

rising, thanks to the tireless 

work of committed activists, 

w h o  h a v e  p e r s i s t e n t l y 

raised the issue.

R o b i n  R u e  S i m m o n s , 

a  f o r m e r  A l d e r m a n  i n 

Evanston, Illinois, shepherded 

r e p a r a t i o n s  l e g i s l a t i o n  i n 

that city and helped design 

a  p r o g r a m  t h a t  w i l l  u s e 

money from legal cannabis 

s a l e s  t o  fund  r epa ra t ions .   

The program emerges from 

documentation of the ways 

local legislation widened the 

wealth gap between 1919 and 

1969 and explici t ly targets 

Evanston residents and their 

descendants  for  the  in i t ia l 

round of reparations.  Within 

the next  several  weeks,  16 

f a m i l i e s  w i l l  g e t  $ 2 5 , 0 0 0 

checks to put a down payment 

on a home, reduce a mortgage 

balance,  or  do repairs  that 

increase the value of  their 

homes.  While these modest 

payments  do  very  l i t t le  to 

reduce the wealth gap, they 

improve the wealth position of 

these families.  Evanston has 

taken a small but revolutionary 

step in the right direction.

R o b i n  c h o s e  n o t  t o  r u n 

for reelection, although she 

would have probably faced 

only token opposition if she 

had.  Instead, she has been 

working full-time on the issue 

of local reparations, founding 

First Repair (firstrepair.org), 

a n  o r g a n i z a t i o n  f o c u s e d 

on  he lp ing  s ta te  and loca l 

governments shape reparations 

initiatives.  First Repair most 

recently (December 9-11) co-

convened a symposium (along 

with NAARC) with state and 

l o c a l  r e p a r a t i o n s  l e a d e r s .  

S ixty  people  f rom twenty-

five cities, including Boston, 

Ashevi l le ,  North  Carol ina , 

Houston, Denver, Los Angeles, 

and San Francisco, gathered 

to  d i scuss  the i r  e ffo r t s  to 

implement local reparations.  

The act ivis t  Danny Glover 

spoke at a town hall meeting 

t ha t  i nc luded  a  t e l ephone 

address by Congresswoman 

Sheila Jackson Lee. 

The fact that so many cities 

and  s ta tes  a re  cons ider ing 

repara t ions  in i t ia t ives  and 

a p p o i n t i n g  r e p a r a t i o n s 

commissions is invigorating 

and encouraging.  As Robin 

Rue Simmons said,  change 

happens from the bottom up 

and not the top down.  The 

more cities and states that have 

reparations conversations, the 

more awareness those at the 

top will have that this is an 

issue that is not going away.  

Our  nat ion is  culpable  for 

the exploitation of enslaved 

people and their descendants.  

We have gotten l i t t le  more 

than a tepid apology.   Our 

country must do more.

While HR 40 calls for the 

establishment of a commission 

t o  m a k e  r e p a r a t i o n s 

s u g g e s t i o n s ,  i f  P r e s i d e n t 

Biden really wanted to have 

ou r  backs ,  a s  he  so  o f t en 

s a y s ,  h e  c o u l d ,  t h r o u g h 

execu t ive  o rde r,  e s t ab l i sh 

such a commission now.  I had 

hoped that President Obama 

might have done so, but that 

issue was such a hot potato 

for  our then-President  that 

he would not even consider 

i t .   The more ta lk  there  is 

about reparations, the more 

information is disseminated.  

P r e s i d e n t  B i d e n ,  V i c e -

President Harris, can you take 

this step in the right direction?

M e a n w h i l e ,  I ' m  l i f t i n g 

up  Robin  Rue Simmons ,  a 

45-year-old leader, activist, 

a n d  t i r e l e s s  r e p a r a t i o n s 

advocate.  She has dedicated 

her  l i fe  to  the  repara t ions 

movement, using the Evanston 

e x p e r i e n c e  a s  a  b l u e p r i n t 

f o r  o t h e r  m u n i c i p a l i t i e s 

c o n s i d e r i n g  r e p a r a t i o n s .  

I t ' s  impor tan t  to  note  tha t 

r e p a r a t i o n s  a r e  n o t  j u s t 

about a check.   I t  is  about 

healing, restoring, reclaiming 

wha t  has  been  taken  f rom 

the descendants of enslaved 

people.   I t 's  not  just  about 

enslavement.  It's about laws 

passed  af te r  Emancipa t ion 

that systematically robbed us 

of our rights,  work, worth, 

and wealth.  Thanks to folks 

like Robin Rue Simmons (also 

a  NAARC commiss ione r ) , 

K a m m  H o w a r d ,  D r .  R o n 

D a n i e l s ,  S h e i l a  J a c k s o n 

Lee,  Danny Glover,  and so 

many others, the reparations 

movement is rising!

D r.  J u l i a n n e  M a l v e a u x 

i s  a n  e c o n o m i s t ,  a u t h o r, 

and Dean of the College of 

Ethnic Studies at Cal State 

LA.  She can be reached at 

Juliannemalveaux.com

Ring In The New Year With Health Care Savings

The New Year i s 
right around the 
corner and it’s a 
t ime to set  new 

goals. One opportunity that 

everyone should embrace 

i s  to  make  sure  that  you 

h a v e  a c c e s s  t o  q u a l i t y 

hea l th  care  in  2022 .  The 

COVID-19 pandemic and the 

new Omicron variant have 

highlighted the importance 

o f  o u r  h e a l t h ,  a n d  n o w 

i s  the  t ime  to  ge t  comp-

rehensive health coverage.

The good news is that quality 

health care coverage is now 

more  a ffordable  than  ever 

before, thanks to the new and 

increased financial help from 

the American Rescue Plan. The 

law dramatical ly increased 

the  subs id i e s  ava i l ab le  to 

Californians in nearly every 

income bracket  –  a l lowing 

them to get covered and stay 

covered with comprehensive, 

name-brand health insurance.

So, what does that mean?  

If you or someone you know 

is uninsured right now – or 

has coverage directly from 

a health insurance company 

– now is the time to check 

o u t  y o u r  o p t i o n s  f r o m 

Covered California.

C o v e r e d  C a l i f o r n i a  i s 

part of the Affordable Care 

Ac t ,  some t imes  known  a s 

Obamacare  - -  and  i t ’s  the 

o n l y  p l a c e  y o u  c a n  g o  t o 

get  f inancial  help to  br ing 

the cost of health coverage 

w i t h i n  r e a c h .  R i g h t  n o w, 

a n  e s t i m a t e d  1 . 1  m i l l i o n 

Californians are uninsured and 

eligible for financial help. The 

overwhelming majority of this 

group, about 940,000 people, 

will qualify for no-cost health 

c o v e r a g e  t h r o u g h  e i t h e r 

Covered California or Medi-

Cal. Even if you do not qualify 

fo r  $0  hea l th  p lans ,  many 

people can get health coverage 

for less than $10 per month.

In addition, the American 

R e s c u e  P l a n  e x t e n d s  t h e 

f inancia l  help  avai lable  to 

middle-income Californians, 

who were previously ineligible 

for  federa l  f inanc ia l  he lp . 

For  example ,  an  es t imated 

260,000 Californians purchase 

their coverage directly from 

a health insurance company, 

w i t h o u t  a n y  a s s i s t a n c e . 

They can switch to Covered 

California, and in many cases 

keep their same health plans 

and  doc to r s ,  wh i l e  sav ing 

hundreds of dollars a month.

Everyone can benefit from 

ringing in the New Year with 

big savings, peace of mind and 

access to quality health care. 

Health insurance protects 

you financially if an injury 

or i l lness sends you to the 

emergency room or hospital. 

P r e v e n t i v e  c a r e  h e l p s 

keep  you  hea l t hy  and  ou t 

of  the hospi ta l  in  the f i rs t 

p lace ,  which  i s  espec ia l ly 

i m p o r t a n t  f o r  A f r i c a n 

American communities which 

exper ience  h igher  ra tes  of 

chronic diseases like diabetes 

and high blood pressure. 

Yo u  c a n  e a s i l y  f i n d  o u t 

whether you are eligible for 

financial help, and find out 

what  your  heal th  coverage 

options are, by visiting www.

CoveredCA.com. All you need 

to do is enter a few pieces of 

information,  your age,  ZIP 

code, household income, and 

the ages of those who need 

h e a l t h  i n s u r a n c e  a n d  y o u 

can see you resul ts  in  just 

seconds.  You can also cal l 

Covered California’s Service 

Center at (800) 300-1506 to 

enroll in health plans.

Sign up by Dec .  31  and 

y o u r  c o v e r a g e  w i l l  s t a r t 

on New Year’s Day. If you 

miss  that  deadl ine ,  don’t 

worry, open enrollment runs 

through January 31. There 

h a s  n e v e r  b e e n  a  b e t t e r 

t i m e  f o r  C a l i f o r n i a n s  t o 

get  health insurance,  and 

with this new financial help 

available, the cost of health 

coverage is more affordable 

than ever before. 
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Little Zion 
Baptist Church

El Bethel 
Missionary 

Baptist Church

St. Peter's 
Missionary 

Baptist Church

Neighborhood
Baptist Church

Cornerstone
Missionary 

Baptist Church

Evergreen 
Baptist Church

Ascension 
Baptist Church

Shekinah 
Christian 

Fellowship

Mount Calvary Baptist Church Providence 
Baptist Church

Living Word
Church of God In Christ

Ebenezer 
Baptist Church

1245 Divisadero Street
San Francisco, CA

1320 Golden Gate
San Francisco, CA. 
921-4850, 921-0878

1601 Newcomb Avenue
San Francisco, CA. 

94124

608 Hayes Street
San Francisco, CA

6190 3rd Street
San Francisco, CA. 

94124
Phone: (415) 822-4071

Fax: (415) 822-0156

6270 3rd Street
San Francisco, CA.

1311 Quesada ave.
San Francisco, CA. 

94124 
(415) 822-9488

790 Tennessee St.
San Francisco, CA. 

94107
(415) 646-0747

4000 Middlefield Rd.
(Cubberly Community 

CTR)
Palo Alto, CA. 94306

(650) 569-6944

1601 McKlinnun Ave
San Francisco, CA. 

94124 12 Westlake Ave
Daly City CA. 94014

275 Divisadero Street
San Francisco, CA.

Rev. Dr. J.P. Alexander
Rev. Lane Hawkins

Rev. Kenneth R. Reece 
Pastor

Rev. Jackey Wilson 
Pastor

Rev. Anthony  
Anderson

Ella Henderson, Bishop 
& Founder of SCF

Rev Roy Northington 
Pastor

Rev. Calvin Jones Jr.
Pastor Rev. Derrick Lomax 

Pastor

Sunday School                    9:00am
Morning Worship	 11:am
Evening Worship 	 6:pm

Church School	 9: am
Children's Church 	 10:am
Morning Worship             10:45 
qm
Bible Study	 1-2pm & 6:30-
7:30pm

Prayer meeting
Wednesday 12:00 Noon

Church School                   9:30 am
Morning Worship                 11: qm
Tuesday Usher meeting        7:pm
Wednesday Bible Study	 7: pm
Tuesday Choir Rehearsal 	
7: pm

Prayer and Teacher meeting
Wednesday 7:30PM

Sunday School                   9:30 
am
Morning Worship                 11: qm
Evening Worship	 6: pm
Bible Class	 Monday	 5: pm

Sunday School                   9:00 am
Morning Worship                 10:25: qm

Communion Every 1st Sunday
Baptism Every 2nd Sunday
Prayer Meeting/Bible Study
6:30-8:30 pm Wednesday

Abundant Life Recovery Ministry
6:30 pm Mondays

Sunday School                   9:15 am
Morning Worship                 10:45: qm
Evening Worship                 7:30 pm

Sunday School                   9:15 
am
Morning Worship                 10:40: 
qm

Wendesday
Teacher's Meeting	 6: pm
Sr. Mission	                         5: pm
Children's Bible Study	 5: pm
Bible Study	                     6:45 pm

Saturday
Food Pantry	                   10-11 am

Morning Worship                 10:15: 
qm

Bible Study
Tuesday 6:30 PM
Church School 

Wednesday 7: pm
Communion every 1st Sunday

Tyrone and Demetra Hillman 
Pastor

Sunday School - 9:am
Morning worship - 10:15 am

Radio: Sunday 9:30 am KDYA
TV: Tuesday and Friday 8:30am

KTLN Total Living Network

Sunday School - 10:am
Morning worship - 11:00 am

Wednesday
Bible Discussion 	 7: pm
Come and Listen to Rev. Roy 
Northington, a gifted speaker, 
as he delivers the most pow-
erful and timely message of 
our day and age. Prepare to 
be changed. Expect to be 

changed

Wednesday Bible Study
Women  6pm
General  7pm

 Sunday School -             9:30: am
Morn Worship     8am & 10:45 
am
Morning worship -        10:45 am
BTU                                   6:30 pm
Evening Worship            7:00 pm

Sunday School -              10:00: am
Morning worship -            11:30 am
Wed Bible Class                 8:00 pm
Friday Prayer Service         8:00 pm

Rev. Keva L. McNeill, 
Pastor

A Mission 
From Birth 
(Christmas)

L e s s o n  T e x t :  L u k e 
2:25-35; John 12:23-26

Place: Jerusalem

Times: 6 or 5 B.C.; A.D. 30

Golden  Text :  “A l ight  to 
l i g h t e n  t h e  G e n t i l e s ,  a n d 
t h e  g l o r y  o f  t h y  p e o p l e 
Israel” (Luke 2:32). 

Luke  in t roduced  ano the r 
person who would be divinely 
told of the Messiah’s arrival 
and who would confirm the 
baby’s identity. His name is 
Simeon. He was spiritually 
in tune with God: righteous, 
devout,  looking forward to 
the consolation of Israel, with 
the Holy Spirit resting on him. 
His occupation is unknown. 
He had all his life held on to 
God’s promise of a coming 
deliverer, so through the Holy 
Sp i r i t ,  God  p romised  tha t 
Simeon would not die before 
seeing the Lord’s Messiah. 
The “consolation of Israel” 

was another way of describing 
the Messiah. “Consolation” 
refers to the restoration of 
Israel as a nation; the word 
c o m e s  f r o m  I s a i a h  4 0 : 1 . 
Simeon, a righteous, devout, 
and  Sp i r i t - f i l l ed  man  who 
hoped in the future God had 
p r o m i s e d ,  s t a n d s  f o r e v e r 
in  Scripture as  a  model  of 
devotion and faithfulness to 
God. (Life Application Bible 
Commentary – Luke). (Luke 
2 :25-26) .  When  Mary  and 
Joseph brought Jesus to the 
temple to present him to the 
Lord, Simeon also went into 
t he  t emple  cou r t s ,  hav ing 
been moved by the Spirit to 
be  there  on th is  par t icular 
day. God was ordaining this 
meeting, in keeping with his 
promise to Simeon.

Mary and Joseph arrived in 
the temple to do for [Jesus] 
what the custom of the Law 
required. This obedience to 

t h e  O l d  Te s t a m e n t  l a w  i s 
mentioned several  t imes in 
Luke .  I t  po in t s  ou t  Jesus ’ 
credentials as one who obeyed 
t h e  l a w,  e v e n  f r o m  b i r t h , 
because his parents did exactly 
as they were commanded. At 
the temple, Mary and Joseph 
met an old man who took the 
baby Jesus in his arms and 
praised God. The Spirit led 
Simeon to recognize this baby 
as the “consolation of Israel 
. . . the Lord’s Messiah” (Luke 
2:25-26).  Mary and Joseph 
arrived in the temple to do for 
[Jesus] what the custom of the 
Law required. This obedience 
to the Old Testament law is 
mentioned several  t imes in 
Luke .  I t  po in t s  ou t  Jesus ’ 
credentials as one who obeyed 
t h e  l a w,  e v e n  f r o m  b i r t h , 
because his parents did exactly 
as they were commanded. At 
the temple, Mary and Joseph 
met an old man who took the 
baby Jesus in his arms and 
praised God. The Spirit led 
Simeon to recognize this baby 
as the “consolation of Israel 
. . . the Lord’s Messiah” (Luke 
2:25-26).  (Life Application 
B i b l e  C o m m e n t a r y  - 
Luke. (Luke 2:25-26). 

Simeon’s song is often called 
the “Nunc Dimittis,” the first 
words of its Latin translation. 
Simeon praised God that he 
had done what he promised 
and could dismiss your servant 
(meaning himself) in peace. 
In other words, Simeon was 
now ready to  d ie  in  peace 
because he had seen God’s 
salvation. To see Jesus is to 
see salvation. This salvation 
h a s  b e e n  p r e p a r e d  i n  t h e 
sight of all people, a light for 
revelation to the Gentiles and 

for glory to your people Israel. 
Jesus  Chr i s t  i s  the  fu l l es t 
manifestation of God’s “glory” 
that his people had ever seen. 
Luke ,  wr i t ing  to  Gent i les , 
pointed out that from the very 
beginning God’s plan was to 
offer salvation to Gentiles as 
well as to Jews. The mission 
to the Gentiles is a key theme 
in Luke and Acts. Even the 
prophets had predicted this 
(see, for example, Isaiah 42:6; 
49 :6 ;  52 :10 ;  60 :1 -2 ) .  The 
Jews were well  acquainted 
w i t h  t h e  O l d  Te s t a m e n t 
prophecies that spoke of the 
Messiah’s blessings to their 
nation. They did not always 
give equal  at tent ion to the 
p rophec ie s  s ay ing  tha t  he 
would bring salvation to the 
en t i r e  wor ld ,  no t  j u s t  t he 
Jews. (Life Application Bible 
Commentary – Luke). Here 
Joseph and Mary are called 
the child’s father and mother, 
which they were,  a l though 
Joseph was not  technically 
the father (as the genealogy 
in chapter 3 will clarify, and 
as the reader already knows). 
They marveled (were amazed) 
that this stranger in the temple 
recognized their  small  son 
and prophesied his  coming 
as a light to all nations, not 
just the Jews. Simeon blessed 
Mary and Joseph and then 
prophesied that Jesus would 
have a paradoxical effect on 
Israel. He would bring light 
and salvation, but his coming 
could  a l so  cause  d iv is ion . 
Some would “fall” because 
of him (see Isaiah 8:14-15), 
whi le  o the r s  would  “ r i se” 
( s e e  M a l a c h i  4 : 2 ) .  T h e r e 
would not be overwhelming 
acceptance of the promised 
Messiah—in fact, many would 

not recognize him and would 
reject  him altogether.  With 
J e s u s ,  t h e r e  w o u l d  b e  n o 
neutral ground: people would 
either joyfully accept him or 
totally reject him. He would 
indeed be a sign, but he would 
be spoken against by many, 
thus revealing what was inside 
many people’s hearts .  This 
wou ld  have  su rp r i s ed  and 
saddened Mary. Simeon told 
M a r y  t h a t  a  s w o r d  w o u l d 
p ie rce  her  sou l .  As  Jesus ’ 
m o t h e r ,  M a r y  w o u l d  b e 
gr ieved by the  widespread 
rejection he would face; she 
would experience great pain 
when he died. Although she 
could not have known it and 
Simeon had only a hint of it, 
Mary would be the only person 
on earth who would witness 
both his birth and his death. 
He was God’s Son, but she 
would always be his mother 
and she would love him as 
dearly as any mother loves a 
son. The sorrow and horror he 
would face would affect her 
deeply. (Luke 2:33-35). 

 
In John 12:23-26, Jesus had 
been  mov ing  toward  Hi s 
decisive hour (John 8:20). 
The coming of the Greeks 
confirmed that the hour has 
come for the Son of Man to 
be glorified. For most people 
death is their humiliation. 
But for Jesus death was His 
means of entry into glory. 
His wil l ingness to die for 
others’ s ins  in  obedience 
to  the  Father ( see  Isa iah 
5 3 : 1 0 ,  1 2 )  b ro u g h t  H i m 
renown (glory; read John 
12:16; 17:1, 5). I tell you the 
truth introduces a solemn 
affirmation. The analogy of 

a kernel of wheat “dying” in 
the ground and producing 
m a n y  s e e d s  t e a c h e s  t h a t 
d e a t h  i s  n e c e s s a r y  f o r  a 
h a r v e s t .  ( T h e  B i b l e 
Knowledge Commentary: An 
Exposition of the Scriptures 
by Dallas Seminary Faculty). 
The wheat analogy according 
to John 12:24 illustrates a 
general paradoxical: death 
is the way to life. In Jesus’ 
case, His death led to glory 
and life not only for Himself 
but also for others. In the 
case of a disciple of Jesus, 
the principle is similar.  A 
disciple must hate his life in 
this world. To “hate his life” 
means to be so committed to 
Christ that he has no self-
centeredness, no concern for 
himself. On the other hand, 
the man who loves his life 
will lose it. Anything in life 
can become an idol including 
goals, interests, and loves. 
A believer should undergo 
a  s p i r i t u a l  d e a t h  t o  s e l f 
(read Romans 6:1-14 and 2 
Corinthians 5:14-15; as well 
as  Galat ians 6:14) .  Being 
a servant of Jesus requires 
f o l l o w i n g  H i m .  M a n y  o f 
J e s u s ’ o r i g i n a l  s e r v a n t s 
did follow Him—in death. 
A c c o r d i n g  t o  t r a d i t i o n , 
the early disciples died as 
martyrs.  Jesus’ word was 
thus a prophecy and also a 
promise. His true disciples 
( t h o s e  w h o  s e r v e  H i m ) 
follow Him in humiliation 
and later in honor or glory 
(read Romans 8:17 and 2 
Timothy 2:11-13). (The Bible 
Knowledge Commentary: An 
Exposition of the Scriptures 
by Dallas Seminary Faculty). 
Be Blessed my brothers and 
sisters in Christ. 
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St. John Missionary 
Baptist Church

825 Newhall Street
Reverend Mervin Redmond, Pastor
San Francisco, CA 94124

(415) 826-5639 or 550-9324
Sunday

Sunday School 9:00 AM
Morning Worship 10:25 AM
Children’s Ministry 10:25 AM
Nurture for Baptist 6:15 PM

Wednesday
Prayer Services/Bible Study

Midday 11:30 AM
Evening 6:45 PM

Communion – 1st Sunday
For information about other activities

Call (415) 826-5639 or visit us at 
www.stjohnsf.org

Your Ad Here

ADOPTIONS
  

PREGNANT? CONSIDER-

ING ADOPTION? Call us 

first. Living expenses, hous-

ing, medical, and continued 

support afterwards. Choose 

adoptive family of your 

choice. Call 24/7.  1-877-

879-4709 (Cal-SCAN)

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Place these house ads spo-

radically throughout your 

classified sections to promote 

the network - Thank you!

 

DID YOU KNOW 7 IN 
10 Americans or 158 
million U.S. Adults 
read content from 
newspaper media 

each week? Discover 
the Power of News-

paper 
Advertising. For a free 

brochure call 916-288-

6011 or email cecelia@

cnpa.com   (Cal-SCAN)

 

DID YOU KNOW 144 mil-

lion U.S. Adults read a 

Newspaper print copy each 

week? Discover the Power 

of Newspaper Advertis-

ing. For a free brochure call 

916-288-6011 or email cece-

lia@cnpa.com   (Cal-SCAN)

  

EVERY BUSINESS has a 

story to tell! Get your mes-

sage out with California’s 

PRMedia Release – the 

only Press Release Service 

operated by the press to 

get press! For more info con-

tact Cecelia @ 916-288-6011 

or http://prmediarelease.

com/california (Cal-SCAN)

AUTOS WANTED
  

DONATE YOUR CAR, 

TRUCK OR BOAT TO HERI-

TAGE FOR THE BLIND. 

FREE 3 Day Vacation, Tax 

Deductible, Free Towing, All 

Paperwork Taken Care of. Call 

800-731-5042 (Cal-SCAN)

  

Got an older car, boat or RV? 

Do the humane thing. Donate 

it to the Humane Society. Call 

1- 800-743-1482 (Cal-SCAN)

  

GET CASH FOR 
CARS/TRUCKS!!! All 
Makes/Models 2000-
2016! Top $$$ Paid! 

Any Condition! Used 
or wrecked. Running 
or Not. Free Towing! 

Call For 
Offer: 1- 888-417-

9150. (Cal-SCAN)

AUTOS WANTED/LUXURY

KILL AD - DO NOT 
RUN

WANTED! Old Porsche 

356/911/912 for restoration 

by hobbyist 1948-1973 Only. 

Any condition, top $ paid 

707 965-9546  (Cal-SCAN)

CABLE/SATELLITE 
TV

  

Switch to DIRECTV. Lock 

in 2-Year Price Guarantee 

($50/month) w/AT&T Wire-

less. Over 145 Channels 

PLUS Popular Movie Net-

works for Three Months, 

No Cost! Call 1- 800-

385-9017 (Cal-SCAN)

  

DISH TV - BEST DEAL 

EVER! Only $39.99/mo. Plus 

$14.99/mo. Internet (where 

avail.) FREE Streaming. 

FREE Install (up to 6 rooms.) 

FREE HD-DVR. Call 1-

800-357-0810 (Cal-SCAN)

FINANCIAL SERVICES

  

SOCIAL SECURITY 
DISABILITY BEN-
EFITS. Unable to 

work? Denied ben-
efits? We Can Help! 
WIN or Pay Nothing! 
Contact Bill Gordon 

& Associates at 
1-800-

966-1904 to start your ap-

plication today! (Cal-SCAN)

H E A L T H / F I T N E S S

  

ELIMINATE CELLU-
LITE and Inches in 
weeks! All natural. 

Odor free. Works for 
men or women.  Free 
month supply on se-
lect packages. Order 

now! 844-703-
9774. (Cal-SCAN)

H E A L T H / M E D I C A L

NEW AD -   

OXYGEN - Anytime.  Any-

where.  No tanks to refill.  

No deliveries.  The  All-New 

Inogen One G4 is only 2.8 

pounds!  FAA approved! 

FREE info kit: 844-359-

3976. (Cal-SCAN)

  

VIAGRA and CIALIS US-

ERS! Cut your drug costs! 

SAVE $$! 50 Pills for $99.00. 

FREE Shipping! 100% 

Guaranteed and Discreet. 

CALL 1-800-624-9105 (Cal-

S C A N )

  

Stop OVERPAYING for 

your prescriptions! SAVE! 

Call our licensed Cana-

dian and International phar-

macy, compare prices and 

get $25.00 OFF your first 

prescription! CALL 1-800-

273-0209 Promo Code 

CDC201625. (Cal-SCAN)

  

Got Knee Pain? Back 

Pain? Shoulder Pain? Get 

a pain-relieving brace -little 

or NO cost to you. Medi-

care Patients Call Health 

Hotline Now! 1- 800-796-

5091 (Cal-SCAN)

 

HELP WANTED
  

Sales RepresentativCali-

fornia Trade Association 

located in Sacramento 

is seeking someone with 

strong knowledge for Ad-

vertising, print, digital and 

social media solutions, 

great with detail, an amaz-

ing attitude, and a passion 

for selling content and in-

tegrated partnerships. 3-5 

years experience a plus. 

We offer a competitive 

base salary, commission 

and bonus plan, along with 

great benefit package. 

Email Resume and Sal-

ary History to jobs@cnpa.

com. EOE (Cal-SCAN)

HOME SECURITY

  

Protect your home with 

fully customizable secu-

rity and 24/7 monitoring 

right from your smartphone. 

Receive up to $1500 in 

equipment, free (restrictions

 apply). Call 1-800-

918-4119 (Cal-SCAN)

 

INSURANCE/HEALTH
  

Lowest Prices on Health 

& Dental Insurance. We 

have the best rates from 

top companies! Call Now! 

888-989-4807. (Cal-SCAN)

LAND FOR SALE/

OUT OF STATNEW 

AD -   WEEK OF 01/15

NORTHERN AZ WIL-
DERNESS RANCH 

$236 MONTH - Quiet 
& secluded 37 acre 

off the grid self-suffi-
ciency ranch bor-

dering 640 wooded 
acres of State Trust 

lands at cool clear 6,200’ 

elevation. Minutes from his-

toric pioneer town & fish-

ing lake. True wilderness 

with free roaming wildlife, 

no urban noise & dark 

sky nights. Blend of ever-

green woodlands & grassy 

meadows with sweeping 

views across surround-

ing uninhabited wilderness 

mountains and valleys. 

Abundant groundwater, 

rich loam garden soil & 

maintained road access. 

Camping and RV use ok. 

$27,500, $2,750 dn. with no 

qualifying seller financing. 

FREE BROCHURE with 

additional property descrip-

tions, prices, photos, topo 

map, weather chart, area 

info. 1st United Realty 

800.966.6690. (Cal-SCAN) 

LEGAL SERVICES
  

Xarelto users have you had 

complications due to inter-

nal bleeding (after Janu-

ary 2012)? If so, you MAY 

be due financial compen-

sation. If you don’t have 

an attorney, CALL In-

juryfone today! 1-800-

425-4701. (Cal-SCAN)

Under Legal Services - 

e .

  

 

DID YOU KNOW Infor-

mation is power and con-

tent is King? Do you need 

timely access to public no-

tices and remain relevant 

in today’s hostile business 

climate? Gain the edge 

with California Newspaper 

Publishers Association new 

innovative website capub-

licnotice.com and check 

out the FREE One-Month 

Trial Smart Search Fea-

ture. For more informa-

tion call Cecelia @ (916) 

288-6011 or www.capub-

licnotice.com (Cal-SCAN)

 

MEDICAL SUPPLIES/
EQUIPMENT

  

Safe Step Walk-In Tub! 

Alert for Seniors. Bath-

room falls can be fatal. Ap-

proved by Arthritis Founda-

tion. Therapeutic Jets. Less 

Than 4 Inch Step-In. Wide 

Door. Anti-Slip Floors. Ameri-

can Made. Installation In-

cluded. Call 800-799-4811 

for $750 Off. (Cal-SCAN)

MISCELLANEOUS
  SAWMILLS from only 

$4397.00- MAKE & SAVE 

MONEY with your own 

bandmill- Cut lumber any 

dimension. In stock ready to 

ship! FREE Info/DVD: 

www.NorwoodSawmi l l s .

com 1-800-578-1363 

Ext.300N (Cal-SCAN)

MISCELLANEOUS 
FOR SAL  

HOME BREAK-INS take 

less than 60 SECONDS. 

Don’t wait!  Protect your 

family, your home, your as-

sets NOW for as little as 

70¢ a day! Call 855-404-

7601(Cal-SCAN)
PERSONALS-ADULT
  

Meet singles right now! No 

paid operators, just real 

people like you. Browse 

greetings, exchange mes-

sages and connect live. 

Try it free. Call now: 800-

945-3392. (Cal-SCAN)

REAL ESTATPlace this house 

ad under Real Estate & Run 

e - Thank you!

 

  

DID YOU KNOW Informa-

tion is power and content is 

King? Do you need timely 

access to public notices 

and remain relevant in to-

day’s highly competitive 

market? Gain an edge 

with California Newspa-

per Publishers Associa-

tion new innovative website 

capublicnotice.com and 

check out the Smart Search 

Feature. For more informa-

tion call Cecelia @ (916) 

288-6011 or www.capub-

licnotice.com (Cal-SCAN)

SENIOR LIVING

  

A PLACE FOR MOM. 
The nation’s largest 
senior living referral 
service. Contact our 
trusted,local experts 
today! Our service is 
FREE/no obligation. 

CALL 1-
800-550-4822. (Cal-SCAN)

TAX SERVICES

  

Do you owe over $10,000 

to the IRS or State in back 

taxes?  Our firm works to 

reduce the tax bill or zero 

it out completely FAST. 

Call now 855-993-5796 

( C a l - S C A N )
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Get a  
flu shot and 
a COVID-19 
booster at the 
same time. 
Available at  
no cost to you.

Alabama’s Bryce Young Becomes First 
Quarterback In Team History To Win The Heisman 

By Stacy M. Brown 
NNPA Newswire Senior 
National Correspondent 
@StacyBrownMedia

Bryce Young isn’t 
e v e n  e l i g i b l e 
f o r  t h e  2 0 2 2 
NFL Draft ,  but 

his gridiron achievements 

certainly are pro-worthy.

The Alabama quarterback 

became the fifth sophomore 

to win the Heisman Trophy, 

c o l l e g e  f o o t b a l l ’ s  m o s t 

outstanding player award.

Young, 20, also becomes the 

first Crimson Tide quarterback 

to win the Heisman, and it 

marks the second consecutive 

y e a r  a n  A l a b a m a  p l a y e r 

has won the award.

“I’ve always been labeled 

as  someone  who’s  no t  the 

prototype, being an African-

A m e r i c a n  q u a r t e r b a c k 

a n d  b e i n g  q u o t e - u n q u o t e 

u n d e r s i z e d  a n d  n o t  b e i n g 

that prototype, I’ve always 

been ruled out and counted 

out,” Young stated during his 

acceptance speech.

The six feet and 194-pound 

f i e l d  g e n e r a l  h a s  t h r o w n 

for  more  than 4 ,300 yards 

t h i s  s e a s o n  w i t h  a  6 8 

percent completion rate.

Dur ing  the  2021  season , 

Yo u n g  h a s  p a s s e d  f o r  4 3 

touchdowns wi th  jus t  four 

interceptions, and he enjoys 

a 175.5 passer rating.

“ P e o p l e  a  l o t  o f  t i m e s 

have told me that  I  wasn’t 

g o i n g  t o  b e  a b l e  t o  m a k e 

it,” Young exclaimed.

“And for  me,  i t ’s  a lways 

been about not really proving 

them wrong but proving to 

myself what I can accomplish. 

So, I’ve always pushed myself 

to  work the  hardest ,  and I 

try my best to do all  I  can 

to  maximize a l l  that  I  can 

do. And thanks to the people 

around me and through the 

grace of God, I’ve been able 

to make it here, and I’m truly 

grateful for that.”

Young led the Crimson Tide 

to a 12-1 record, including an 

explosive 41-24 victory over 

then No. 1 ranked Georgia in 

the SEC Championship.

Young broke the single game 

pass ing  record ,  559  ya rds 

against No. 22 Arkansas, and 

shattered SEC Championship 

record for total offense and 

passing yards after going 26 

of 44 for 421 yards and three 

touchdowns during his first 

year as a starter.

Bryce  i s  the  8 th  Afr ican 

A m e r i c a n  q u a r t e r b a c k 

to win the award.

Andre Ward was the f irs t 

in  1989 .  S ince  2010 ,  6  o f 

the 10 quarterbacks selected 

t o  w i n  t h e  H e i s m a n  a r e 

African American.

Tim Tebow (Florida 2007), 

S a m  B r a d f o r d  ( O k l a h o m a 

2 0 0 8 ) ,  M a r k  I n g r a m  J r . 

(Alabama 2009), and Lamar 

Jackson (Louisville 2016) are 

the only other  sophomores 

to  win the  Heisman in  the 

award’s 86-year history.

J o h n n y  M a n z i e l  ( Te x a s 

A & M  2 0 1 2 ) ,  a n d  J a m e i s 

W i n s t o n  ( F l o r i d a  S t a t e 

2013), are the only freshmen 

to win the award.

“The National Newspaper 

Publishers Association (NNPA) 

p r o f o u n d l y  c o n g r a t u l a t e s 

Bryce  Young ,  t he  Af r i can 

American star quarterback of 

the University of Alabama, 

f o r  w i n n i n g  t h e  H e i s m a n 

Tr o p h y, ”  N N PA P r e s i d e n t 

and  CEO Dr.  Ben jamin  F. 

Chavis, Jr., stated.

“ Yo u n g ’ s  o u t s t a n d i n g 

a c h i e v e m e n t  o n  t h e 

foo tba l l  f i e ld  ep i tomizes 

the  gen ius  and  exce l l en t 

talent of African American 

a t h l e t e s  i n  a l l  s p o r t s , ” 

Dr. Chavis declared.

Young led the Crimson Tide to a 12-1 record, including an explosive 41-24 victory over 
then No. 1 ranked Georgia in the SEC Championship./Rolltide.com
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Holiday Travel Season: Cal Black Churches 
Offering COVID Testing, Vaccinations

Aldon Thomas Stiles | 

California Black Media

Th e  R e v .  D r . 
Lawrence E. Van 
H o o k ,  p a s t o r 
o f  C o m m u n i t y 

C h u r c h  i n  O a k l a n d , 

s a y s  w h e n  C O V I D - 1 9 

v a c c i n a t i o n s  w e r e  f i r s t 

released late  last  year he 

did not want to get the shot.

“ A s  A f r i c a n  A m e r i c a n s , 

we have a healthy distrust of 

the government based on our 

history,” said Van Hook.

B u t  a f t e r  s o m e  s o u l 

searching, there was a shift 

in his spirit, says Van Hook. 

It led to a change of his heart.

“ I t  c a m e  t o  m e  t h r o u g h 

God’s visitation of the holy 

spirit that not only do I need 

to get vaccinated, but I need 

to become an ambassador in 

the community where we live 

work and worship. So that’s 

how my journey began.”

A l i t t l e  over  a  year  ago , 

Va n  H o o k  j o i n e d  h a n d s 

with 38 other Black pastors 

from around California and 

formed the African American 

Communi ty  Empowerment 

C o u n c i l  ( A A C E C ) . 

Wi th  he lp  f rom the  s t a t e , 

members  began  se t t ing  up 

testing and vaccination sites 

at their churches.

“It  is  an init iat ive led by 

Afr ican  Amer ican  pas tors , 

r e a l i z i n g  t h a t  w e  n e e d  t o 

pay special attention to our 

community – an affirmative 

ac t ion  p lan ,  i f  you  p lease 

- -  f o r  B l a c k  C a l i f o r n i a n s 

w h o  a r e  u n d e r s t a n d a b l y 

skeptical and don’t want to get 

vaccinated,” Van Hook said.

“ O u r  h e a l i n g ,  o u r  h o p e , 

come through vaccination,” 

he continued. “That is how we 

will push past this pandemic 

i n  a  h e a l t h y  w a y  t o  g e t 

to our new normal.

Now, ahead of the holidays 

Van Hook and other pastors 

a r e  e n c o u r a g i n g  B l a c k 

Californians to get vaccinated 

and tested before traveling and 

getting together with relatives.

“A majority of the cases and 

deaths are among those who 

are unvaccinated,” said Van 

Hook. “For those of us who 

have been waiting to see what 

was in it, what it was all about, 

we now have over a year of 

vaccinat ions  and nobody’s 

eyes have fallen out. No bug 

has been placed in us where 

we can be tracked. There are 

so many stories we have heard 

in social media.”

The  Cen te r s  fo r  D i sease 

Control and Prevention (CDC) 

reports that Black people in 

the United States are being 

hospitalized for COVID-19 

2.6 times more than Whites. 

According to  the  agency’s 

webs i te ,  B lack  peop le  a re 

a l s o  d y i n g  o f  C O V I D - 1 9 

at  nearly twice the rate  of 

White mortalities.

D u r i n g  t h e  t h i c k  o f  t h e 

pandemic, the AACEC website 

says the pastors “stepped up” 

responding to a call to action 

b y  G o v.  G a v i n  N e w s o m , 

who asked al l  Californians 

t o  d e p l o y  e v e r y  r e s o u r c e 

available to them to confront 

and defeat the deadly virus.

"Through this effort, testing 

of at-risk, underrepresented, 

and under-resourced African 

Americans, and all community 

members appearing for a test, 

w i l l  be  phased  ac ros s  t he 

state beginning in Alameda 

C o u n t y  a n d  e x t e n d i n g  i n 

regular intervals to encompass 

San Francisco, Sacramento, 

Solano,  Contra  Costa ,  San 

J o a q u i n ,  L o s  A n g e l e s , 

Riverside, San Gabriel, and 

S a n  D i e g o  c o u n t i e s , "  t h e 

AACEC website reads.

There are now also testing 

s i t e s  i n  S a n  B e r n a r d i n o 

County. Vaccination sites are 

located in Oakland, Pasadena, 

Sacramento and San Francisco.

A c r o s s  t h e  c o u n t r y , 

another organization called 

Choose Healthy Life (CHL) 

has  s imilar ly  uni ted Black 

re l ig ious  l eaders  to  ba t t l e 

COVID-19, opting to focus on 

tackling misinformation and 

increasing vaccination rates.

Black clergy members and 

civil rights leaders such as the 

Rev. Al Sharpton and the Rev. 

Calvin O. Butts III, Pastor of 

Abyssinian Baptis t  Church 

in New York, are leading the 

charge for this program.

" C o v i d - 1 9  h a s  e x p o s e d 

health disparities, and more 

disturbingly,  the impact  of 

mis informat ion among our 

own people. But I have looked 

beyond the horizon of today’s 

h e a d l i n e s .  A f t e r  7 5 0 , 0 0 0 

deaths in America and more 

than  5  mi l l ion  wor ldwide , 

the pendulum is beginning to 

swing —and Choose Healthy 

Life is at the vanguard of that 

change," Sharpton said.

CHL spokesperson Judy Klym 

detailed the program's scope.

"After  launching CHL in 

50  churches  in  f ive  major 

ci t ies in January 2021, the 

program’s expansion has led 

to more than 50,000 members 

of the public being educated 

and empowered,” she said. 

“Through this collaborative 

effort ,  more than 6 million 

people have been impacted. 

Choose  Hea l thy  L i f e  now 

h a s  1 2 0  p a r t i c i p a t i n g 

churches in 13 states.”

Klym cited the new omicron 

variant as part of the reason 

f o r  t h e  u r g e n c y  o f  t h i s 

program's implementation.

"As the threat from COVID 

continues with the emergence 

of the Omicron variant, the 

ongoing nature of the pandemic 

s e e m s  i n e v i t a b l e .  C H L i s 

rising to meet the challenge 

by building a sustainable

infrastructure to help Black 

communities throughout the 

pandemic and future health 

crises," Klym stated.

D e b r a  F r a s e r - H o w z e , 

founde r  o f  CHL,  says  the 

Black church’s involvement in 

the COVID-19 fight is critical.

“The Black church and clergy 

have been a steadfast center 

of  s t rength  and leadership 

during so many of our crises 

and  s t rugg les  in  the  pas t . 

N o w,  t h r o u g h  t h e  C h o o s e 

Hea l thy  Li fe  Act ion  P lan , 

they are once again leading 

t h e  w a y  b y  e n s u r i n g  t h a t 

Black communities are better 

informed and safer throughout 

the pandemic,” she said.

Va n  H o o k  s a y s  w h e n 

v a c c i n a t i o n  b e g a n  a t  h i s 

c h u r c h  e a r l i e r  t h i s  y e a r 

o n  R e s u r r e c t i o n  S u n d a y, 

he drew a parallel.

“ Va c c i n a t i o n s  e q u a l 

resurrection. Both of them 

give life as opposed to the 

death  that  th is  inv is ib le , 

deadly virus has ministered 

all over the world,” he said.
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